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Foreword University Arts & Science 

Message from Dean Peta Bonham-Smith 

 

On behalf of the College of Arts and Science, I offer my congratulations to the 
members of the Ore Gangue on your 85th anniversary! 

There is no other society quite like yours. The camaraderie among Ore Gangue 
members is a unique part of our college’s character, and your success in 
sustaining that sense of community long after graduation is extraordinary.  

For most of us, our years as undergraduate students provide some of the most 
lasting memories of our lives. The excitement of exploring new knowledge and 
ideas makes this an unforgettable time, but even more significant are the people 
we meet and the relationships we build on campus.  

Preserving those relationships after university does not happen on its own; it takes time, attention 
and effort. Perhaps more than anyone I have met, the members of the Ore Gangue understand the 
value of friendships born from a shared university experience. It is apparent in the thriving student 
and alumni society you have built. 

For 85 years, you have created traditions together. For 85 years, you have supported one another 
as peers, professional colleagues and mentors. Out of a shared interest in geological sciences, you 
have built meaningful relationships that span generations, distances and decades. 

It is a remarkable achievement, and well worth celebrating.  

The Ore Gangue’s 85th reunion will be a wonderful occasion to rekindle old friendships and make 
new ones. I hope you will also take this opportunity to reconnect with our campus, its people and the 
activity underway here. 

Remember that as well as being proud members of the Ore Gangue, you are part of a larger 
community of alumni of the College of Arts and Science and the University of Saskatchewan. You 
are always welcome to visit, to catch up through the Arts & Science magazine and the Green & 
White, to participate in events such as the Arts and Science Book Club or to check in with our 
alumni office to see how you can get involved. 

Our college is privileged to be home to a society as engaged and supportive as the Ore Gangue. I 
wish you well as you celebrate this latest milestone. 

 

Peta Bonham-Smith 

Dean 

College of Arts and Science 

University of Saskatchewan  

2018 
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Foreword Department of Geological Sciences 

Message from Department Head Sam Butler 

 

I am very pleased to communicate the greetings of the Department of Geological Sciences at the 
University of Saskatchewan to all of you attending the 85th Anniversary of the Ore Gangue student 
society. As you know, the Ore Gangue is the oldest students’ society at the university and it has 
played an integral part in the life and success of the department throughout its history. I will use this 
space to give a short description of the current state of the department. 

The department is housed within the Geology building which was constructed in 1986. While the 
building is now 32 years old it is still an attractive and functional space. Most Geology, Geophysics 
and Paleobiology classes and labs take place in our building as does most of the laboratory 
research work. The atrium connecting the Geology building with the Biology and Physics buildings 
houses the Museum of Natural Sciences (known to many as simply the Dinosaur Museum). Plans to 
renovate the museum are currently underway. 

The Geological Sciences Department is one of 21 departments housed within the College of Arts 
and Science at the University. The department currently has eighteen faculty, sixty-three graduate 
students and eight permanent staff members while thirty seven undergraduates completed degrees 
last year. Research in the department spans a very broad range of disciplines from trace fossils to 
seismic attenuation, from convection in Earth’s mantle to the study of ore deposits and from 
environmental geochemistry to the study of the onset of the oxygenation of Earth’s atmosphere. 
Researchers from the department have recently undertaken field work all over the world including 
Greenland, the Canadian Arctic, east Africa, and the Caribbean. Research seminars occur almost 
every Friday afternoon at 3:30 during the term. Please feel free to drop by any time. 

 

 

Sam Butler 

Department Head 

Department Of Geological Sciences 

University of Saskatchewan 

2018  
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Foreword University Archives & Special Collections 

 

Congratulations from the University Archives and 
Special Collections on 85 years! That is a significant 
portion of the University of Saskatchewan’s 110 years, 
which is no small thing to celebrate. The Ore Gangue 
is one wonderful part the U of S Campus’ history and 
tradition, and from the viewpoint of the University 
Archives and Special Collections, that history is a very 
important part of our identity. 

 

The University Archives and Special Collections is the 
official “memory” of the University of Saskatchewan. 
We collect both records created by the University 
(records created in the running of colleges, 
departments, etc.) as well as private records which are 
donated by individuals or small groups, such as 
professors, alumni, or student organizations (like the 
Ore Gangue!)  We collect material for students, faculty and other researchers can do to primary 
source research on a variety of topics, as well as to allow people to learn about the University itself, 
such as studying what student life was like back in the 30’s, or what kind of decisions were being 
made about academics that shaped how we function today. 

 

In order to support these types of research, we collect and preserve all kinds of things. The bulk of 
our collection would be paper documents created in the running of an organization or as a part of 
the process of scholarly work and research. But we also have a lot of material that documents the 
social side of University life (and life in Saskatchewan in general). The Ore Gangue’s collection of 
albums and yearbooks are a great example of this! Generally, if it tells us something about the 
University, either academically, culturally, or physically, we are interested in it. 

 

Many of our collections are donated by the department that created them, as a regular part of their 
records management procedure. But the other portion of our records are donated by individuals who 
have materials in their possession that they think we might be interested in. If you think you might 
have documents that fit the description and are wondering if the University Archives and Special 
Collections might be the place for them you can visit our website at www.library.usask.ca/archives or 
email us at ua.sc@usask.ca. By keeping the University Archives and Special Collections in mind 
you can help preserve history! 

 

Amy Putnam 

University Archives and Special Collections  

University of Saskatchewan 

2018 
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Preface from the Project Coordinator 

 

I was asked a question near the start of this project: Why am I still organizing the Ore Gangue 
reunion events? The reason is the Ore Gangue is my family and I want to give back to the society 
that provided so many mentors to me.   

At my very first Ore Gangue event, when I was a second-year geology student, the Ore Gangue 
Student society President Ailsa Le May welcomed me and immediately made me feel at ease.  Then 
Kevin Keenan did something that made the group laugh. Of course, I don’t remember what he did 
but he was always bringing laughter to the students. The Ore Gangue didn’t care about my 
background and didn’t care about what I did in the past. For me, who always considered myself a 
misfit, this allowed me to belong. The Ore Gangue became the family I chose, not the family I 
inherited. While at university, the Ore Gangue didn’t care if we were young or old, rich or poor, city 
or farm kid. Though the Ore Gangue perhaps did put too much emphasis on one’s ability to drink 
beer.   

Upon graduation in 1992, there were no jobs. I moved out to Calgary to begin my master’s. Being at 
University of Calgary (U of C) made me realize no other student clubs have the history or 
camaraderie that we had at University of Saskatchewan (U of S). I was lost without my family.  

In December 1993, I attended my first Ore Gangue Alumni event in Calgary. I walked in and was 
terrified of all these alumni but so many of them came over and introduced themselves and chatted 
with me. I came to realize that just because I had graduated, I did not stop being an Ore Gangue 
Member. I still had my family.  

The Alumni group in Calgary has some outstanding contributors and it is because of them that I am 
still involved with Ore Gangue. These outstanding individuals include, Dave Nordin the Alumni 
Christmas Party organizer who created a great event for over 30 years, Brent McKercher who 
provided career advice to me and countless other new grads, Gord Beach who created the 
Scholarship Fund and invited me to participate with the committee, Tony Cadrin for guidance 
throughout the years and the Golf Committee members Dave Barlow and Ron McKellar.   

There are two individuals that influenced me to forge this 85th Reunion Project: 

Susan O’Donnell was an enthusiastic volunteer with the 75th Reunion who suggested the writing the 
History of the Ore Gangue, which Nancy McKellar did write for us. Susan also initiated the profile 
pages for the 75th Reunion, which we have included in this publication.  

Cliff Herman hosted the Vintage Reunion (pre-1976 grads) in May 2016, where he asked me to be 
the photographer for the event. After hearing all the stories and witnessing all the laughter, I knew 
we had to capture more of these memories now before they are lost to time. I wish I had a video 
camera that day instead of the still camera.  

I organized this Ore Gangue Historical Project because the Ore Gangue is my family.  This project 
will make sure my family tree is captured and documented with the U of S Archives.  I want to 
continue to offer networking and social opportunities to the Alumni as a way of thanking all my 
mentors for their leadership, guidance and inspiration.  

 

Tracey Jungwirth 

Project Coordinator 

2018 
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Introduction 

 

To the grads of 2000+: This document is for you. The Ore Gangue turns 100 in 2034 
and hopefully some of you will decide to do something for that milestone.  All the 
information we have will be sent to University Archives and the Department of 
Geological Sciences.  

To the Professors: You are the backbone and key to the history of the department 
and the Ore Gangue. Whatever you can provide to the Archives or track in the 
department is important.  

To the digital camera generation: Please send your Ore Gangue group photos 
(hopefully labelled) to the University Archives.  You have the most photos out of any 
generation.  

To the slide generation: I understand how hard it is to figure out what slides are Ore 
Gangue related. But the time to act is now. Pay to get them converted to digital. For a 
short time, the 85th will scan for free if you can’t afford to pay for the digital scan. 
Please remember University Archives needs more Ore Gangue people photos from 
the slide generation. Do your children/grandchildren want the slides from your 
university days?   

To the Ore Gangue collectors: Please indicate in your will your wish to donate your 
Ore Gangue related items to the University Archives. 

To all grads and professors:  Don’t stop writing stories. If you remember a good Ore 
Gangue event, write it down. Create a memory book. Open a word document and set 
down your ideas. They don’t have to be well written. And send them to University 
Archives!  Future historians can use those stories to write up our history!  

To keen history writers: This PDF publication is more like an oversized yearbook or 
scrapbook that has gathered the data together. Anyone wishing to turn this into a 
formal history book please, the files are ready for you! 
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Introduction 

 

The Ore Gangue Historical Publication (OGHP) hopes you enjoy this version of the 85th 
Concentrates.  
 
We did our best to represent all the years and events. 
 
As you go through the various sections of the 85th Concentrates, it is  much appreciated if errors or 
omissions could be brought to the attention of oreganguealumni@gmail.com. Anything we gather 
will be added as an addendum to this document and/or sent to University Archives.  The following 
excerpt is from a series of emails the team sent about why we were doing this project.   

 

 

From April, 2018 Email Conversation amongst the team on “Why we are doing this?” 

----- Original Message ----- 

From: Tracey Jungwirth 

Subject: Why are we doing this?  

I met with Suzy and Scott this morning, and in the course of the conversation it was asked why are we doing the 85th reunion? 

That has had me thinking a lot and I am trying to summarize it. I am not good at writing my thoughts.  If any of you have any  
comments please feel free to add them to this email. Ore Gangue is more than getting drunk.  

• To encourage the new students to understand the history of the Ore Gangue. We are one of the oldest clubs in Canada. 
• To educate current and past students about the Archives. Let’s not throw things away!  
• To encourage more alumni events in areas other than Calgary. 
• To provide a place for the vintage alumni to share stories and reconnect.  
• To foster conversations between generations of alumni.  
• To share the memorabilia we have found.  
• To reconnect with alumni that have not had the chance to attend previous reunions. 
• To visit with some of the older Profs that were part of the department for 30 or so years.  
• To provide a networking environment for all. Both mining oil and gas industries are a little challenging right now so it reminds 

all that networking is important.  

----- Reply ----- 

From: Scott Matieshen 

Subject: Re: Why are we doing this? 

There's a saying I've always taken to heart.  Perhaps it applies in this case; "he who knows only his own generation always remains 
a child".  Certainly, the Ore Gangue is a multi-generational project  

Throughout the decades, the Ore Gangue has come to mean a lot of different things to a lot of different people.  By revisiting the 
past, it affords those in the here and now the chance to catch a glimpse of what the Ore Gangue was, what it meant, to some o f 
those different people.  Maybe for some, this can serve to deepen their appreciation of all that the Ore Gangue is and was.  It has 
deep roots, our venerable society, and those roots need to be honoured and celebrated. 

Standing on the shoulders of giants... 

Scott 
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Introduction 

----- Reply ----- 

From: Rob Holben 

Subject: Re: Why are we doing this? 

I think that the conversation is also linked to the idea that some things are important to some people and not important to others.  I 
feel that there is a lot more people who look forward to things like the reunion, and also the historical project and the importance 
that they hold.  I am positive that the number of people who are not interested in such things are quite low. 

My wife graduated from the U of S in 2001 with a Psychology Major / Sociology Minor.  She hardly even knew the names of people 
in her upper year classes, and these were people that she had been seeing every day in classes over the 4 years she was there.  She 
had one friend in her classes who she studied with and occasionally hung out with, that was it.  I don't want the Ore Gangue to 
become a faceless, autonomous machine like what my wife's university department was.  She has told me many times that she is 
sort of jealous of the camaraderie and lifelong friendships that the Ore Gangue fashioned out of total strangers with basically only 
one thing in common .... rocks. 

That is why the reunion is important, to foster the long standing legacy of friendships formed and share the stories of how and why! 

I am already looking forward to the 100th anniversary ...  

Rob 

 

----- Reply ----- 

From: Cliff Herman 

Tracey, 
Your comments in BLACK Font and mine in RED Font. 

To encourage the new students to understand the history of the Ore Gangue. We are one of the oldest clubs in Canada. 
To educate current and past students about the archives. Let’s not throw things away!   Agreed, and educated awareness of 

this is critical.  I believe an awareness in the importance of Concentrates is primary.   The O. G. really should produce 
annually a Concentrates publication.  I feel it would automatically motivate the Ore Gangue membership to produce an 
archived record of annual Ore Gangue activities. 

To encourage more alumni events in areas other than Calgary. 
To provide a place for the vintage alumni to share stories and reconnect.  I believe the 85th Anniversary of the Ore Gangue 

should be emphasized as a REUNION of old friends.  It’s my feeling that the Nick’s Steakhouse “Vintage O. G. Reunion” 2 
years ago was considered to be so successful.  It’s an opportunity to see good friends who had lost touch, but fall right 
back into the fun of the Uni years.  We’re all kids at heart when it comes to old memories!  Historical relationships have the 
greatest potential to make the 85th another success.  I believe representatives (with enthusiasm for getting their old friends 
together) are needed from yearly groupings (of ~2 to 3 years) to make personalized contacts with their own era of Ore 
Ganguers.  And I for one am most willing to volunteer with establishing these contacts.  

To foster conversations between generations of alumni.  Reminisce will be key. 
To share the memorabilia we have found.  Absolutely intriguing for many.  
To reconnect with alumni that have not had the chance to attend previous reunions. 
To visit with some of the Profs that were part of the department for 30 or so years.   But of equal importance, to meet and talk 

with the current and younger staff in the Dept.  
To provide a networking environment for all. Both mining oil and gas industries are a little challenging right now so it reminds 

all that networking is important. 
To provide an opportunity for all pre-86 grads to see and tour the new Geology Building. 
To view the well-publicized, impressive museum created in the open foyer and hallways of the new Geology Building.  
To come see your grad pictures in the Dept. hallways.  See how little you’ve all changed (yah right…)! 
To consider the importance of this stage in our lives, in friendships and in career development.  In retrospect, beyond our 

parents and families, for many Ore Ganguers this was the most formative period of our lives. 
With emphasis to all Ore Ganguers, ‘The worst thing about any reunion is to miss it!’  You’ll never say, I wish I wouldn’t have 

come!! 
  
Cliff H. 
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Data Sources 

The motley data sources for this project required considerable detective work to gather the 
information together. We have tried to amalgamate it into a readable format within this document. 
Where possible, we have donated hardcopies to the University of Saskatchewan Archives. All digital 
data gathered in this project will be submitted to both Archives and the Department of Geological 
Sciences. We believe there is more valuable data to be found. If you have anything stored in your 
basements, attics or garages, please consider donating it.  

How did we create the On-line Class Lists? The Ore Gangue class lists includes 
members of the Ore Gangue or those who graduated from University of Saskatchewan Geological 
Sciences in Geology, Geophysics, Geological Engineering or Engineering Geophysics.  

https://www.oregangue.org/ore-ganguers

Included on this list are Ore Gangue members who may not have graduated, or were friends, 
spouses or family members who simply joined the Ore Gangue because it was such a fun 
organization. These individuals contributed a lot to the history of the Ore Gangue. Without their 
support our Alumni Group may not have been as “interesting”.  

To create this master list, we used the following sources of data: 

• Student Listing from Dr. Kevin Ansdell  (Department of Geological Sciences)

• Alumni Listing from Paul Gagnon (The Ore Gangue Scholarship Fund)

• Recipe Cards – one per student done on typewriter.  Source unknown and many names were
not repeated in either of the two above lists.

• Geological Engineering and Engineer Geophysics Grad List provided by Alumni Services

• The Concentrates special edition Golden Jubilee Book had all the graduates from start (1934) to
that year (1960). The following quote from this edition is equally applicable today “Considerable
difficulty has been experienced in compiling this list and it would be much appreciated if errors or
omissions could be brought to the attention of the Department”. See Appendix A for this edition
of the Concentrates.

• Original Graduate Book from the University Archives.

• The Membership Book from 1983-1984 school year to 2017-2018 school year.

• The Operating Fund Book 1972-1996.

14 May 2019
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Data Sources 

Here are examples of the Recipe Cards 
found.  Unfortunately when Tracey 
received them, they had been in disarray 
so they required a bit of work to sort. It is 
unknown if any were lost before we found 
them. Most did not have anything more 
than name and year. Here are two 
examples that did include additional 
information.  

 

We were not sure what was meant by 
bear killer so Charlie Harper, Grad 1971,  explained.  “In 1973, I was hired by Canadian Occidental 
Petroleum, Minerals Division to lead an exploration party of 8 people. The camp needed a cook and 
I suggested they hire my wife, Marlene. They did and we headed off to southern BC near Osoyos. 

We had our camp back up in the 
mountains accessible by a bush road. 
Early in our time there, the camp was 
visited a number of times by a brown 
(black) bear. Our young Irish Setter 
puppy would help Marlene chase the 
bear away. It always came when Marlene 
was the only one in camp. We hired a 
fellow from down in the valley to come up 
with hunting dogs to chase the bear away 
and kill if possible. The latter didn't 
happen, but the fellow said the bear 
would be back and be mean and hungry. 
A few days later, with everyone gone 
from camp, the bear did come back and 

this time he wasn't going to be chased away. Marlene had my shotgun loaded and with the dog at 
her side they came out of the cook tent and around the side. The bear was coming the other way 
toward them. They were about 10-12 feet apart! Marlene did what she had to do and shot the bear. 
She saved herself, the dog and the camp from destruction. That was the reason for her being 
named Bear Killer of the Year and for keeping the camp safe. 

Later that summer we went to the Yukon to continue our work for Canoxy, this time with only three 
of us in a camp along the Yukon River. Once again Marlene had to contend with bears coming into 
camp when there was just her and the dog. She didn't shoot any more bears, but it was certainly 
stressful days for her, until my assistant and I returned after completing our days work. We often 
came across very fresh bear sign, but never came face to face with one.  

So that's the story behind that award, which was presented to her at the Ore Gangue Spring 
Banquet. 

Regards,  Charlie” 

15 May 2019
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Bottom: The Operating Fund Book 1972-1996 was extremely important for the 70s decade research 
which appeared to be a generation that did not like to document in yearbooks or pictures.  

Top: Examples of some of the accounting information found in the Geological Sciences basement. They 
have been donated to Archives just in case some interesting information is there for future generations.  
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Bottom: Examples from The Concentrates listing members. 

Top: The well-used Membership book from 1983-1984 school year to 2017-2018 school year.  
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Data Sources 

What data sources were used for this 85th Concentrates publication?  The 

sources of data for each year included: 

• Archives at the University of Saskatchewan:

• From the Ore Gangue Fonds (1) there were:

• Meeting Minute notes from University Archives 1936 to 1964

• Scrapbook

• Various Pictures

• Misc. Items

• From the Kupsch Fonds (2) there were:

• History Documents

• Newspaper Clippings

• Some Pictures

• From the John & Mary Spinks Fonds there was a beautiful Christmas Card

• From the boxes or folders retrieved from the basement of the Geological Sciences:

• The Ore Gangue Operating Fund Book 1972-1996

• Various bank books and accounting folders

• Folders of letters, newspaper clippings, handouts

• Ore Gangue lounge

• The Concentrates gathered from the Library, Archives, Department and Alumni

• WIUGC books, some from the department, some from basement and some donated

• Donations from alumni

(1) http://sain.scaa.sk.ca/collections/index.php/ore-gangue-geological-society-fonds;rad

(2) http://sain.scaa.sk.ca/collections/w-o-kupsch-fonds

18 May 2019
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Data Sources 

The Archives at the University of Saskatchewan have been amazing with this project. They ended 

up scanning over 1200 files (32 GB) of data for us. In this document we have tried to add in labels of 

what was used from the Archives.  

There are too many examples to share them 

here.  As you go through each section, watch 

for the UASC label to see what was sent from 

Archives.  UASC = University Archives Special 

Collection. 

 

 

An example of the label is: UASC,  

MG135_Minutes_1936-1964_Page_001 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Do you have items to donate to Archives? Label them Ore Gangue and you can send 

them directly to: 

University Archives, 301 Murray Library, 

3 Campus Drive, University of Saskatchewan 

Saskatoon, SK  S7N 5A4  

19 May 2019
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Data Sources 

The basement of the Geological Sciences was a source of valuable information for this project.  In 

the late 2000s the students cleaned out the Ore Gangue office to make more room for beer. This 

resulted in the filing cabinet from the office being removed and its content dumped into blue bins. 

The top left picture shows the bins found by Cliff Herman in September 2016. The top right picture 

was where Cliff copied many memos and found important documentation pertaining to the Ore 

Gangue History.    

Cliff Herman’s pictures from basement of Geological 
Sciences - Sept. 2016 

20 May 2019
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Data Sources 

After Cliff's visit, we had Rob Holben pick up the two blue bins from the basement and deliver them 

to Tracey Jungwirth in Calgary. While reviewing them, she was positive there was Ore Gangue 

information missing. We returned to the basement in March 2018 and found some very useful 

information that allowed the OGHP to finish the project. All items found were donated to Archives so 

they are not accidently lost or thrown away.  

In order to finish this project in time for the 85th Reunion, we will NOT be returning to the basement 

just in case more valuable information is found. For those organizing the 100th reunion, it may be 

worth venturing down here again.  

Dr. Erica Bird captured our basement adventures. Top Left: Kevin Ansdell, Rob Holben, Tracey Jungwirth 
and Jim Basinger being amazed at what we found. Top Right: Tracey ecstatic about the finds.    

Bottom Left: Dr. Basinger and Bottom Right: Kevin Ansdell. Both  finding valuable data for us.  

21 May 2019



  

 

Data Sources 

The current Ore Gangue lounge is quite full, and more and more memorabilia is being removed. We 

encourage the future executives to always donate to Archives rather then tossing any items out. We 

hope this 85th Concentrates encourages all future generations of Ore Gangue students to continue 

to preserve or archive Ore Gangue Memorabilia.  

 

We hope alumni come forward to expand the stories on some of these items! 
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This plaque was created as a memorial to Ore Gangue 
member Pat Davies, who passed away from cancer in 
1984. She was in the 3rd year of Geology and is part of 
the 3rd Year group photo in The Concentrates, 1983-1984. 

These thank-you notes were sent to 
archives for safe keeping. Jeff Zetner 
died in a car accident in Indonesia.  
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Data Sources 

We hope alumni come forward to expand the stories on some of these items! 
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We hope alumni come forward to expand the stories on some of these items! 
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Overview 

T

Data Sources 

The 80s class spent a lot of time framing and hanging the 

Ore Gangue group pictures. They survived many a pub 

night. They were removed at some point and stored. 

Some show evidence of beer and pizza stains. Pictures 

below show where the framed pictures hung in the lounge. 

For more information on The Concentrates, Other Publications, or clippings used for the 85th 

Concentrates, see their respective sections.  

Left: Mike Anthony at the Austin 

Powers Pub, 1998.  

Right: Dana Kasper at the 

Halloween Pub, 1991.  

The U of S recently removed the grad photo’s from online due to privacy complaints. They may 
eventually go back online. Watch  for updates. 
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The Concentrates 

The following pages are scans of the front covers  of The Concentrates, first published in 1937 and 
last published in 1999.  Some years (decades) there were no publications. Comments indicate when 
we know The Concentrates was not published or where we are not sure if it was unpublished or lost 
to time.  Anyone that finds The Concentrates issue we do not have, are encouraged to contact us.  

The first mention of a yearbook was from the  Feb 23, 1937 meeting notes. “Moved by M. Clarke 
and 2nd by T. Laberge that L.S. Hill be appointed as Editor-In-Chief of the Ore Gangue Magazine”. 
L.S. Hill was one of the students lost in WWII and his information can be found under the We 
Remember section. 

In the April 5, 1937 meeting notes the students state “ The Activities for the year 1936-37 of the ‘Ore 
Gangue’ is ably discussed in ‘the Concentrates’ which is to be found in the Library in the Geological 
Section. Any member wishing to note the activities has free access to see them there.” 

At the start of this project, we requested that The Concentrates be moved from the Library into the 
Archives branch so we could better track, scan and preserve them. Archives did the digital scanning 
for “Vintage years pre-1967”. The OGHP scanned the books post-1980.  

The pre-1970 Concentrates are available on the website. Because of privacy rules, we cannot post 
“photo-dominated” Concentrates online. However, any member wishing to see them can visit the 
University of Saskatchewan Archives. 

Overview 

1937 Mar 1938 Mar 
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The Concentrates 

Overview 

1937 Nov 

1938 Nov 1939 Mar 

1939 Nov 1940 Apr 1940 Nov 
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The Concentrates 

 Overview 

1943-1944 1944-1945 1945-1946 1946-1947 

1947-1948 1948-1949 1949-1950 1950-1951 

1941 Apr 1941 Nov 1942 Apr 1942 Nov 
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The Concentrates 

Overview 

1955-1956 1956-1957 1957-1958 1958-1959 

1959-1960 1960-1961 1961-1962 1962-1963 

1951-1952 1952-1953 1953-1954 1954-1955 

Not published 

according to 1959 

Jubilee Book 

Note: A few pages 

were published for 

the 1959-60 school 

year at the end of  

the 1960-61 edition 

of The Concentrates 

Not published 

according to 1959 

Jubilee Book 

Not published 

according to 1959 

Jubilee Book 
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The Concentrates 

Overview 

1967-1968 1968-1969 1970 to 1978 1979-1980 

1980-1981 1981-1982 1982-1983 1983-1984 

Not published 

 

1963-1964 1964-1965 1965-1966 1966-1967 

Note: A few pages 

were published for 

the 1964-65 school 

year at start of  the 

1965-66 edition of 

The Concentrates 
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The Concentrates 

Overview 

1984-1985 1985-1986 1986-1987 1987-1988 

1988-1989 1989-1990 1990-1991 1992-1997 

1998-1999 2000 to present* 

Not published 

 

Not published 

 

* Note: 2001-2002 and 2002-2003 
school years produced PowerPoint year 
summaries which were sent to 
Archives.  Unknown if other years ever 
created additional PowerPoints.  
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Other Publications 

 
As mentioned under Data Sources, other publications or ephemera collected have helped fill in  
some of the history details. We are always looking for more of these items to send to University 
Archives.  

 

 

 

The Ore Gangue Scrapbook covers the 
early years, from 1934 to 1941. At the 
back is one page representing 1950. 
Photos from this scrapbook have been 
used extensively throughout this 
document.  

The original scrapbook currently resides in 
the U of S Archives.  UASC, 
MG135_Box3_Scrapbook_cover 

Overview 

From Archives: Inside the 1938-1939 Christmas Card designed by Atkinson.  A.L.C. Atkinson was a professor 
of civil engineering, and designed several of the College coat-of-arms.  The card is from the John & Mary 
Spinks Fonds, Box 38.  
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Other Publications 

 Overview 

Some former students would send postcards 

back to the alumni or department to update 

on where they were. The few postcards 

found, such as this one, have been sent to 

Archives.  

This postcard was from Bill Sanderson who 
graduated in 1936. It was found in the 
Geological Sciences basement. 

Postcards currently in 

Dept. of Geological 

Sciences main office. 

Photo by C. Herman.  
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Other Publications 

Overview 

1962-1963 Doodlebug 1963-1964 Doodlebug 

The Doodlebug 

magazine was written 

by and for the 

university’s 

geophysics students. 

We do not know how 

many issues were 

published. These two 

are located in the 

Archives.   

Occasionally the Sheaf articles would highlight a story from the Ore Gangue, like this 1968 article 
involving an interview with Dr. Coleman after his return from a convention in Prague, interrupted 
by a Russian military invasion. The Sheaf was published 1912-1994. These are available 
online at: http://scaa.usask.ca/gallery/sheaf/. 

The Greystone University yearbooks, published 1912-1969 are available online at: http://
scaa.usask.ca/gallery/uofs_yearbook/ 

34 May 2019

http://scaa.usask.ca/gallery/sheaf/
http://scaa.usask.ca/gallery/uofs_yearbook/


 

 

Other Publications 

 

Overview 

Grad Book 1965-1966 Grad Book 1966-1967 Grad Book 1967-1968 Grad Book 1968-1969 

Grad Book 1969-1970 Grad Book 1970-1971 Phonebook 1971-1972 

Mentioned in The 

Concentrates but no 

copy has been found 

to date. 

Mining Grad Book Mining Grad Book 

The two grad books shown to the right  are part 

of the Archives special collections. UASC, 

Publications_Geological_Sciences_Student_As

sociation_Mining_Graduates_1974_001 and 

Publications_Geological_Sciences_Student_As

sociation_Mining_Graduates_1973_001 
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Other Publications 

 Overview 

Left: 1977 Report written by the Ore Gangue. Table of Contents listed under 1977-1978 year pages. 

Hard Copy was sent to the Archives. Right: Example of one of the publications celebrating events. 

Unfortunately, these copies don’t scan well.  

Left: There are 5 different pamphlets associated with 
the opening of the New Geology building in 1986. All 
have been scanned and combined into one PDF, which 
are located under Appendix F.  
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Other Publications 

As for the Ore Gangue Rockpile Newsletter, we do not know how many issues were published. 

Maybe it is best if some versions are not found for privacy reasons. An entry in the Operating Fund 

book indicates the first issue was published in 1981. We suspect it was an 80s to early 90s 

publication only.   

 Overview 

Rockpile Vol. iv 1988-1989 Rockpile 1990-1991 Rockpile on lounge Bulletin 
Board. Parsons Chang from 
80s. From Archives.   

UASC, 
MG135_Box1_Activities_&_Ind
ividuals2_Individuals_003 
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Other Publications 

Overview 

Department of Geological Sciences The 
Triceratops Publication was edited by Les 
Coleman. The purpose was to try and maintain 
contact with the alumni.  These copies were 
from the Department files. Unknown if further 
publications done. All digitized articles 
available under Appendix C. 
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Other Publications 

 

Overview 
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Other Publications 

Overview 

This ShadowFax newspaper article (top) and Star-Phoenix articles (bottom and next page) were 

found in the Geological Sciences basement. The digital versions can be found under Appendix 

B.
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Other Publications 

 

Overview 
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Other Publications 

 

Overview 

Various Examples from U of S On Campus Publications. 
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Other Publications 

 

Overview 
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Other Publications 

 

Overview 

Some of Dr. Hendry’s Green & White Magazines 
highlighting the Department. It is unknown how 
many articles related to the department are in old 
issues. Digital issues started in Fall 2004. https://
greenandwhite.usask.ca/past-issues/past-
issues.php 
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Overview 

Other Publications 

 

UASC, MG146Kupsch__Box59_N13_sec_Page_118 

Department of Geological Sciences was part of the Institute 

for Northern Studies, which was established in January 1960 

as a multi-disciplinary unit dedicated to research on the 

Canadian north and other circumpolar regions, with a special 

emphasis on northern Saskatchewan. The Institute was to 

act as a focal point for northern research at the University, to 

encourage northern research by obtaining scholarship funds 

and grants, and to coordinate interdisciplinary research. 

 

The History of Geology video discusses the Musk-Ox 

publication.  
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Other Publications 

In Sept 2016, Cliff Herman photographed these articles from the Department of Geological Sciences 

main office. The original sources of the articles are unlabeled. These can be found under Appendix 

B.  

Overview 
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Other Publications 

 

Overview 

Poster done by the U of S around 1990.  Ore Gangue members are all in Hawaiian shirts. L-R:  Tony Cadrin, 
Steve Whittaker, Tom Kotzer, Matt Rees (arms up with hat), Mike Powell and Geoff Koehler. Hawaiian shirts 
courtesy of Matt Rees and Kurt Kyser. Poster from Geoff Koehler.  
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Other Publications 

 

 Overview 

WANTED! 

•  Newspaper or magazine articles stories about Ore Gangue.  

• Pamphlets, newsletters  and posters about Ore Gangue. 
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History 

Significant Dates 

 

Dates: 

• 1926 First Geology class by F.H. Edmunds. (1) 

• 1927 Dr. J.S. Delury came to the University to form the first Faculty of the Department of 

Geology. (1) 

• 1929 First graduate listed. Conrad Hage Science B.Sc. In Natural Science. (1, 2, 3) 

• 1930 Second graduate listed. Norman Bell Keevil, B.Sc. 1930,  M.Sc. 1932. (4) 

• 1932 First Banquet using the name Ore Gangue (5) 

• 1934 Ore Gangue Committee formed and Constitution created (1) 

• 1934 First President Stanley Malouf (5)  

• 1934 First Ore Gangue mention in the University of Saskatchewan yearbook called The 

Greystone (2) 

• 1934 Ore Gangue Scrapbook started with summer 1934 field work picture (2) 

• 1935 Meeting Minute notes start Oct. 8, 1935 (2) 

• 1937 The Concentrates first published. (7) 

• 1961 Golden Jubilee Concentrates published in conjunction with U of S Golden Jubilee 1909 to 

1959 (1) 

• 1965 WIUGC: First Western Inter-University Geological Conference Proceedings (8) 

• 1986 New Geology Building and 60th Anniversary to the first Geology Class taught. (9,10) 

• 2004 70th Ore Gangue Reunion (9) 

• 2009 75th Ore Gangue Reunion (9) 

• 2019 85th Ore Gangue Reunion (11) 
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History 

Significant Dates 

Further information and supporting documentation on dates: 

(1) Mawdsley_1961_AppA_History_The Concentrates Golden Jubilee book:  Hand written

notes indicate this was written by Mawdsley. This was published in 1961 after the University of

Saskatchewan's Golden Jubilee (1909 to 1959). In this Publication Appendix A

(2) Original Graduate Book, Meeting Minute Notes and the Ore Gangue scrapbook from the

University Archives.

(3) In this Publication section The People: Conrod Hage

(4) In this Publication section The People: Norman Bell Keevil

(5) In this Publication  section The Formal: Banquet

(6) In this Publication section The People: Stanley Malouf

(7) In this Publication section The Concentrates

(8) First Western Inter-University Geological Conference Proceedings, 1965

(9) In this Publication section Alumni Activities

(10) In this Publication section Building and Museum

(11) To be held May 2019
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History 

History of the Ore Gangue & the Department of Geological Sciences 

When we started this OGHP project, we believed there were only two histories ever written about 

the Ore Gangue and the Department of Geological Sciences. These included the Jubilee edition of 

The Concentrates book, which capture the Department and Ore Gangue’s pre-1960 history, and 

Nancy McKellar's Ore Gangue story, which was published in the CSPG Reservoir magazine in 

2012. 

 It wasn’t until the last year of this project, when we stumbled upon various notes and one video, that 

we realized there has been many attempts to write the History of the Ore Gangue and the 

Department of Geological Sciences.  

Rather than recreate another history summary, we have included Nancy’s article here and many 

other versions under Appendix A. We hope you enjoy reading them as much as we did.  

Here is the list of what is included under Appendix A. They are sorted by author name. The PDF 

filename in bold is followed by a brief description. 

Caldwell_1972_AppA_History_Letter to GSC: This is a letter from Dr. Caldwell 1972 to the GSC 

in response for a request from the Canadian National Exhibit Committee in Montreal.1   

Caldwell_1983_AppA_History_Letter to Department of History: Letter from Dr. Caldwell was in 

response to Michael Hayden Department of History who was writing the history of the University of 

Saskatchewan for it 75th Anniversary.1 

Caldwell_1985_AppA_History_Dept Notes: Handwritten notes indicate this memo was written by 

Dr. Caldwell in 1985.  

Caldwell and Hendry_1980_AppA_History_Your Department: This is a memo written by Dr. 

Caldwell and Dr. Hendry. Handwritten note suggests 1980.1 

Christianson_1986_AppA_History_Recollection 1952-1956: This was sent to Matt Rees and 

Gary Linassi in 1986 as part of the History collection they were compiling.1   

Gendzwill_1991_ AppA_History_Geophysics U of S 30 years: This is a history of the 

Geophysics department for the 1991 reunion.2 

Hendry_1987_AppA_History_Letter to Senate: Handwritten note suggests written in 1987.1 

Janzen and Kupsch_1986_AppA_History_Rocks to Riches Video transcript: The only copy 

found of The Rocks to Riches Video Transcript includes hand written notes assumed to be by Dr. 

Kupsch. It is not the final transcript as it is slightly different from the video 3  

Johnston_1981_ AppA_History_Single Page: This is a torn single page signed by Rex Johnston. 

Previous pages missing. 1981.1 
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History 

History of the Ore Gangue & the Department of Geological Sciences 
 

Johnston_1982_ AppA_History_Letter to USSU. This is a letter from Rex Johnston to USSU to 

be included in the 1982-1983 USSU Handbook.1  

Linassi et al_1983_AppA_History_Ore Gangue Manual: The Ore Gangue Manual Dot matrix 

handout signed by Gary Linassi, Rex Johnstone, Dave Nordin and Matt Rees.1  

Mawdsley_1957_AppA_History_Memo to Senate and Council: This document entitled A 

memorandum to a Committee of the University ‘s Senate and Council was written by Mawdsley on 

the history of the department. 1  

Mawdsley_1961_ AppA_History_Letter to Spinks: This letter from Dr. Mawdsley to Dr. Spinks 

was about renaming the Department to Department of Geological Sciences.1  

Mawdsley_1961_AppA_History_The Concentrates Golden Jubilee book:  Hand written notes 

indicate this was written by Mawdsley. This was published in 1961 after the University of 

Saskatchewan's Golden Jubilee (1909 to 1959).  

McKellar_2012_AppA_History_Ore Gangue CSPG Reservoir:  The History of the Ore Gangue 

published in the CSPG Reservoir 2012. Written by Nancy McKellar after the 75th Reunion.   

Unknown_1963_AppA_History_Report of Investigations of Ore Gangue Activities and 

Organization. The Report of Investigations of Ore Gangue Activities and Organization 1963. 

Authors unknown.1  

Unknown_1970_AppA_History_Foreword: This article labelled Foreword, was likely published in 

1970 because of the statistics given. The author is unknown.
1
 

Unknown_1979_AppA_History_Review Department of Geological Sciences: This article was 

for the College of Arts and Science Review on the Department of Geological Sciences. Year and 

author unknown. Based on dates in article suspect late 70s.3  

Unknown_1986_ AppA_History_Outline of New Geology Building: Handwritten note suggests 

written in 1986 with the author unknown.1 

 

1 
Hard copy documents found in the basement of the Geological Sciences have been filed with the University 

Archives.  

2 Found in the Walter Kupsch fonds at the University of Saskatchewan Archives MG146Kupsch__Box59_N12  

3 Found in the Walter Kupsch fonds at the University of Saskatchewan Archives MG146Kupsch__Box59_N13  
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History of the Ore Gangue & the Department of Geological Sciences 
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History 

History of the Ore Gangue & the Department of Geological Sciences 

Note: The Original CSPG PDF is located under Appendix A. 

McKellar_2012_AppA_History_Ore Gangue CSPG Reservoir:  The History of the 

Ore Gangue published in the CSPG Reservoir 2012. Written by Nancy McKellar after 

the 75th Reunion.   

The history is also available on the main website at www.oregangue.org 
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History of the Ore Gangue & the Department of Geological Sciences 

References 

• Archives of the University of Saskatchewan. Two boxes of material including Ore Gangue minutes from 
1934-64 and many photos.

• The Concentrates, 1958-59 (expanded version for the Golden Jubilee of the University of Saskatche-
wan), Ore Gangue Yearbook, Geology Department, University of Saskatchewan.

• The Concentrates, 1968-69, Ore Gangue Yearbook, Geology Department, University of Saskatche-wan.

• The Concentrates, 1979-80, Ore Gangue Yearbook, Geology Department, University of Saskatche-wan.

• The Concentrates, 1983-84, Ore Gangue Yearbook (50th Anniversary Issue), Geology Depart-
ment, University of Saskatchewan.

• The Concentrates, 1987-88, Ore Gangue Yearbook, Geology Department, University of Saskatche-wan.

• The Concentrates, 1998-99, Ore Gangue Yearbook, Geology Department, University of Saskatche-wan.

• First Western Inter-University Geological Conference Proceedings, 1965.

• Simpson, Angie, 2004, 70th Anniversary of the Ore Gangue PowerPoint Presentation.

• Thompson, Melvyn, 1932, Letter to Family, courtesy of Ben Hollands.

• Ore Gangue website, www.oregangue.org.

Note: engineering not physics 
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History 

The Origin of the Ore Gangue Name 

(Collective Stories - William Kaufmann & Dr. Norman Wardlaw; Summary - Cliff Herman) 

 

Rumor has it…..  The group of Geoscience & Geo/Mining-Engineering students 

during 1933-34 classes recognized a need to establish a “Club” that would 

represent the whole of the U of S Geology/ Engineering student body.  The spirit of 

togetherness already existed, but a befitting name to satisfactorily represent this 

spirit had not yet reached a collective agreement.  One of a few names put forward 

at the time was ‘Our Gang’. 

This simplistic suggestion of a name was overheard in the halls by a “Squatty Little Scot” believed to 

have been John Anderson Thompson, a Dominion Land Surveyor and Justice of the Peace from 

Yellowknife, who was commonly known by locals as “The Laird of Yellowknife”. 

In a strongly brogue Scottish accent, John apparently elevated his voice with the suggestion the 

Club should be called ‘The Ore Gangue’.  Not only did it sound like ‘Our Gang’ in his native tongue, 

but the greater version would much better represent Geology.  And one has to remember of course 

that the U of S Geo-curriculum was entirely hard rock at that time.  The name caught fire!  Figure it – 

not even a true geologist or one-to-be but a part-time U of S working surveyor having a practical 

persona came up with the Club name that has represented a student body group which continues to 

flourish since 1934! 

And a little more about John Anderson Thompson…. 

Although he routinely worked in the Yellowknife area as a Dominion Land Surveyor and Justice of 

the Peace (locally known as “The Laird of Yellowknife”), he appeared regularly in the Geology 

Department at springtime during the late 1950’s.  John would make the long trip down to Saskatoon 

with his wife in an undersized, beaten-up Land Rover without any cushioning or springs.  Just how 

his wife Janet put up with this is unknown.  Then from Saskatoon he would drive down to Zortman to 

assist with the surveying component of the Zortman Field School.  Norm remembers him well and 

with great affection.  “John had seen a lot, done a lot and was a man of the world…well able to 

handle whatever crawled out of, and sometimes hid in the bushes at Zortman!”  “He had a greying 

moustache, browning a bit from the ever-present pipe which was rarely lit.”   

Though it’s not certain John was ever an official Ore Gangue Member, certainly he had to have 

been an Honorary Member with his lasting contribution to the Ore Gangue Society! 

 

In the 1986 Rocks to Riches Video, they discuss an alternate origin of the Ore 

Gangue name.” The club’s name was suggested by Dr. Mawdsley. Our Gang was 

the name of a popular comic strip of the time. The unusual spelling of the group’s 

name is a sort of geological pun. “Gangue” is the name given to the worthless 

minerals associated with the valuable minerals in an ore deposit. “ 
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History 

The History Video 

 

As this project began, we had no idea what we would find for donation to the Archives. We assumed 
stories and pictures but never thought about video or recordings.  

During the research process for the Ore Gangue Historical Project, Tracey Jungwirth came across a 
1985 "Flyer" promoting the Open House for the new Geological Sciences Building, Natural Sciences 
Museum, and of course, the library (whatever that is).  In this flyer, it was noted that a video had 
been commissioned AND professionally produced to examine the history of the U of S geology 
department and also the Ore Gangue.  Tracey scoured the obvious leads of the Archives 
Department, the Geology Department and some alumni who were reported as being cast in the 
video.  Unfortunately, Archives turned up as a "dusty" bust, and most members of the department 
had never heard of such a video.  By the miracles of modern technology, and luck, one alumni, Dr. 
Gary Linassi, MD was able to verify the existence of this near "unicorn-like" video.  He was cast as 
himself in a pivotal role, worthy of an Oscar award, or at the very least, a Day Time Emmy.    

 

Now, Tracey ... throwing all caution to the wind, made it her mission for the winter of 2018 that would 
just ... never ... end to acquire this video and make it available to all Ore Gangue Alumni.  With the 
wishes of "Godspeed" from Cliff, Ron and Nancy, she braved the wintery March highways of 
Saskatchewan and drove to Saskatoon in search of many treasures, but mostly the video.  This 
search was of such epic importance, that it made Monty Python's “Search for the Holy Grail” look 
like a walk in the park.  A meeting, reminiscent of the Knights of the Round Table, convened in the 
Geology Department Head's Office on a sunny, March morning.  Some of the “greatest” minds 
available at 10am on a Thursday in the Geology Department were there.  Sam Butler (Department 
Head), Kevin Ansdell (Former Department Head, and Sean Connery voice actor), Jim Basinger 
(Former Assistant Dean of Arts and Science), Erica Bird (photographer, Museum Specialist/Docent, 
and Sam Butler’s amazing wife), Tracey Jungwirth (Historian, and super sleuth), Rob Holben (self 
employed, comedic writer, and stunningly good looking geologist), and of course … an 
administrative assistant named Michelle (who secretly hoped that we would move away from her 
desk so she could continue with her work). 

 

This meeting led to a few revelations such as: 

  

“I wonder if there is anything in the basement storage?” (spoiler alert, there was!!! … Mostly samples 
collected by Jim Basinger, but also there were some amazing Ore Gangue Historical Documents.),  

 

“I think it is coffee time, who’s in?”  

and, “We should move so that Michelle can get back to work.”   
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 History 

The History Video 

As discussions were noted and tabled, it was decided that we should move to the basement. 
Tracey however asked again about the “unicorn” video, which triggered another round of 
discussions.  Tracey was becoming increasingly excited about the treasures buried in the basement, 
but her search for the video had come up “short”, definitely not short in enthusiasm but short in 
height. 

Rob Holben had slowly become distracted by the bookshelf beside the door to Sam’s office.  As 
what was typical with Rob and his days in the Geology department, he let his mind wander instead 
of following along with the discussion.  He noticed several neat DVD’s on the shelf.  DVD’s such as 
BBC’s “Blue Planet” and “Planet Earth” caught his eye, and he wondered, “Maybe they would lend 
those to me!”  Even with his inability to focus, 
something caught his eye … a plastic VHS 
case, just like those of video stores from the 
1980’s on the top shelf.  Could it be?  Was 
this the missing video? 

As Tracey’s vantage point came up a little 
“short”, she had missed the VHS Tape on her 
scan of the shelves.  And, since Rob’s “short” 
attention span allowed him to focus on things 
that had no bearing with the on going 
discussions, he was able to “eagle-eye” the 
lost video “From Rocks to Riches – 
Geological Sciences at the U of S”.  This 
discovery brought the great minds of that 
Thursday morning to a grinding halt.  All of 
the former department heads were shocked. 
Questions arose as to how it got there, and 
comments such as “how did we miss this?” 
flew around the group.   

There was one simple answer to how it was 
missed.  No one uses VHS tapes at all 
anymore, so therefore it sat … lonely … and 
dusty on a shelf in the Geology Department 
office. And, there was a simple answer to 
how it got there …. Dr. Mel Stauffer signed it 
out of the Media Services Library in 2004, 
and never returned it.  Well, technically he 
didn’t sign it out.  He signed the “Library 
Card” on the back of the case, but didn’t turn 
the card in to the librarian.  And the rest, as 
they say is history…. 

Rob Holben, P.Geo 

April 17, 2018 
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The History Video 

The digital version of the Rocks to Riches video is now in the possession of the Department of 

Geological Sciences, Archives, Gary Linassi and Tracey Jungwirth. Hopefully this time it will not be 

lost in space.  

This will be made available for all future Alumni events. 

A copy of an earlier transcript to the video is found under Appendix A:  Janzen and 

Kupsch_1986_AppA_History_Rocks to Riches Video transcript:  The only copy found of The Rocks 

to Riches Video Transcript includes hand written notes assumed to be from Dr. Kupsch. It is not the 

final transcript as it is slightly different from the video.  

The following 3 pages indicate some of the work that was done to create this video. Fortunately, not 

all of the hard work that Gary Linassi and Matt Rees was lost. The found supporting information was 

given to Archives.  

These 3 images are screenshots 

from the Rocks to Riches video.  
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The Ore Gangue Logo 
 

The 1935-1936 write-up in The Greystone confirms that  Prof. A.C.L. Atkinson designed the Ore 

Gangue emblem.  He was a professor of civil engineering, and designed several of the College coat-

of-arms, the 1938-1939 Ore Gangue Christmas Card and the WWII Ore Gangue Memorial Plaque. 

The picture below clarifies who made the first ceramic plaque of the logo.  Mr. Johannes 

Gudmundur Nordal, an Ore Gangue member, graduated with a Bachelor of Science in Engineering 

(BE)  in 1935, his major - Ceramic Engineering. There are many versions of the Ore Gangue Logo 

scattered throughout this document. The best sections to see the various versions is to look at the 

covers of all the Concentrates or the Clothing section.  

 

History 
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The Ore Gangue Logo 
 

 

History 

Crest from the header of the first edition of The Concentrates that came out. Header designed by “Sandy” 

Sanderson, which continued to be used until the April 1940 issue.  

Ore Gangue Plaque from the Ore Gangue Lounge, donated by Lew Parres, which indicates 1934 and 

made by Joe Nordal.   
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The Ore Gangue Logo 

History 

From USAC, MG135-MembersBook-cover 

1939-1948 

Left: Ore Gangue Plaque found in a box in the  Geological Sciences basement. Labelled 1939 and JMB on 

back. Initials JMB indicate Jack Browning grad 1939. Right: Ore Gangue Plaque from the Ore Gangue 

Lounge.  Year unknown. 

From Archives: Inside the 1938-1939 Christmas 

Card designed by Atkinson.  A.L. C. Atkinson was 

a professor of civil engineering, and designed 

several of the College coat-of-arms.  The card is 

from the John & Mary Spinks Fonds, Box 38. Full 

card can be viewed under section: Other 

Publications. 
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The Ore Gangue Logo 

 

 

History 

Crest and Pin Pictures from 

William (Bill) Kaufmann, Grad 

1959 

Left: Ore Gangue Patch from 

Gerald Kendall, Grad 1952. 

Donated to Archives. 

Right: From 1960-1961 The 

Concentrates 

Ore Gangue Patch (left) and 

Pin (right) from M.L. Larson, 

Grad 1963. Donated to 

Archives. 
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  1933-1934 Year Summary 

From the 1934 U of S Student Yearbook “The Greystone”. 

Picture from Dr. Mel Stauffer. For more information on some of these students, go to The People section. 
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  1933-1934 Year Summary 

Photocopied picture found in Geological Sciences basement. Author unknown.  

71 May 2019



  

 
  1934-1935 Year Summary 

Left: From the 1934-1935 
University Student Yearbook 
“The Greystone”. Bottom: 
Photo Courtesy of OG Lounge. 
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From the Ore Gangue Scrapbook which resides in the University of Saskatchewan 
Archives. UASC, MG135_Box3_Scrapbook_p4. 

  1934-1935 Year Summary 

1935. Right Photo Courtesy of OG Lounge. L.Croteau, S. Malouf, J. Parres, J. Anderson Thompson, 
D. Weir and C.A.L. Hogg 
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 1935-1936 Year Summary 

The Executive: 

 

Honorary Pres: Prof Edmunds  

Honorary VP: Dr. Mawdsley 

President: Ben Allen 

VP: L. Trenholm 

Secretary-Treasurer: M. Thompson 

Executive: G. Stewart &  B. Elsely 

A.E. Moss elected Captain of the 
Football Team 

 

 

The Events as listed from The Concentrates or Meeting 
Minute notes: 

 

• Fall Reunion Banquet  

• Seminars as listed on next page 

• Spring Banquet 75 cents 

• Group Photo 

• Annual Dance 

• Moved: Ore Gangue Members must be part of Canadian 
Institute of Mining and Metallurgy 

• Moved: All graduating members of Ore Gangue be made 
honorary members of Ore Gangue 

Photo Courtesy of OG Lounge. 
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  Year Summary 1935-1936  

Top: From the 1936 
 U of S Student Yearbook “The 
Greystone” 
 
Left: From the Ore Gangue 
Meeting Minutes Notes, which 
resides in the U of S Archives.  
UASC, MG135_Minutes_ 
1936-1964_Page_004 
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 1936-1937 Year Summary 

The Executive: 

 

Honorary Pres: Dr. Mawdsley 

Honorary VP: Prof Edmunds 

President: A. Akehurst 

VP: G.T. Stewart & Wendel Grieg 

Secretary-Treasurer: E.T. Crull 

Executive: A.L. Parres & L. Redford 

Editor: L.S. Hill 

 

The Events as listed from The Concentrates, The 
Greystone or Meeting Minute notes: 

 

• Fall Reunion Banquet at the King George Hotel 

• Riverbend Field Trip to study outcrops of the Bear Paw 
and Belly River Formations.  

• Had pins and rings made from the Ore Gangue crest  

• Spring Banquet 

• The very first The Concentrates 

• Moved: All graduating members of Ore Gangue be 
considered as ‘life members’ of Ore Gangue rather than 
“honorary member“ of the ‘Ore Gangue’ 

From the Ore Gangue Scrapbook which resides in the University of Saskatchewan Archives. 

UASC, MG135_Box3_Scrapbook_p5 
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   Year Summary 1936-1937  

From the Ore Gangue Scrapbook which resides in the University of Saskatchewan Archives.  

UASC, MG135_Box3_Scrapbook_p7 

From the 1937 U of S Student Yearbook “The Greystone” 
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 1937-1938 Year Summary 

The Executive: 

 

Honorary Pres:  Prof Edmunds 

Honorary VP: Prof Atkinson  

President: Neily Moore  

VP: Gordon MacDougall  

Secretary-Treasurer: William F. 
Sanderson  

Executive:  William Gallup & Lionel 
LaBerge  

Editor: L.S. Hill 

 

The Events as listed from The Concentrates, The 
Greystone or Meeting Minute notes: 

 

• Eagle Hills to study Belly River formations and possible 
structures and also to go to Unity Badlands and 
Lloydminster gas wells. 

• Fall Banquet and Spring Banquet @ King George Hotel 

• Geology-Ceramic-Engineering Show 

• Dance 

• Skating Party 

• Seminars 

• Theatre party and bowling 

• Afternoon class in outboard motors and blacksmithing 

• Ore Gangue Hockey Game 

From the 1938 U of S Student Yearbook “The Greystone”. 
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  Year Summary 1937-1938 

From the Ore Gangue Scrapbook which resides in the University of 
Saskatchewan Archives.  
Left: Lew Parres UASC, MG135_Box3_Scrapbook_p9b.  
Bottom: UASC, MG135_Box3_Scrapbook_p8. 
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 1938-1939 Year Summary 

The Executive: 

 

Honorary Pres: Dr. Mawdsley 

Honorary VP: Prof Edmunds 

President: W.J. Sanderson  

VP: Lionel LaBerge 

Secretary-Treasurer: Erling Thorsen  

Executive: Bob Pettigrew  & J.M. 
Douglas  

Museum Committee: S. Keddy  & H. 
Robinson 

Editor: L.S. Hill 

The Events as listed from The Concentrates or Meeting 
Minute notes: 

 

• No fall field trip because impossible to obtain the 
University cars  

• Fall Banquet 

• Ore Gangue Xmas Cards  

• W. Ballie Ore Gangue poet 

• Theatre Party at the Capitol 27 cents 

• Dance 40 cents per couple 

• Engineering Show 

Photo Courtesy of OG Lounge. 
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  Year Summary 1938-1939 

From the Ore Gangue Scrapbook which resides in the University of Saskatchewan Archives. 
UASC, MG135_Box3_Scrapbook_p10 

From The Concentrates, March, 1938.  
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 1939-1940 Year Summary 

The Executive: 

 

Honorary Pres: Prof Edmunds 

Honorary VP: Dr. Mawdsley 

President : A.L. LaBerge  

VP: J.M. Douglas 

Secretary-Treasurer: Frank Klemmer  

Committee: Bill MacPherson & W. 
Ballie 

Editor: G.C. Beard  

Assistant Editor: H. Robinson 

The Events as listed from The Concentrates, The 
Greystone or Meeting Minute notes: 

 

• Quote: All those wishing to help in making toys for the 
families of soldiers, were asked to get in touch with Dr. 
Mawdsley at his home.  

• Engineering Show 

• Sleighing Party 

• Annual Fall & Spring Banquet 

• Feb 27, 1940 Moved by Vic Henry that we have a 
scrapbook for the Ore Gangue 

• Reunion Day parade 

From the Ore Gangue Scrapbook which resides in the University of Saskatchewan Archives.  
UASC, MG135_Box3_Scrapbook_p18. 
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  Year Summary 1939-1940 

From the 1940 U of S Student Yearbook “The Greystone”. 

From the Ore Gangue Scrapbook which resides in the University of Saskatchewan Archives. UASC, 
MG135_Box3_Scrapbook_p19. 
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 1940-1941 Year Summary 

The Executive: 

 

Honorary Pres: J.B. Mawdsley 

Honorary VP: F.H. Edmunds 

President: E.F. Klemmer  

VP:  J. Shirkie 

Secretary-Treasurer:  B. Cairns 

Social Committee: S. Todd & J. 
Caverley 

Editor: H. Robinson 

Assistant Editors: Frank Mooney & 
Stewart Keddy 

Cover: R.B. Cairns 

 

The Events as listed from The Concentrates or Meeting 
Minute notes: 

 

• Fall Banquet at King George for $0.65 per meal 

• Field trip to Outlook and Riverhurst 

• Float in the Reunion Day Parade 

• Sleigh Party 

• Redrafted the Constitution 

• Ore Gangue wins the Donald Cup and Greig Cup  (see 
next page for description) 

 

Photo Courtesy of OG Lounge. 
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  Year Summary 1940-1941 

 

Top: From The Concentrates, November, 1940 (Top) and April, 1941 (Bottom). 
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 1941-1942 Year Summary 

The Executive: 

 

Honorary Pres: F.H. Edmunds 

Honorary VP:  B. Mawdsley 

President*: J.T. Shirkie/ R. Pulley 

VP*: D.C. Badenoch/R.M. Coons 

Secretary-Treasurer*:  J.D. Markland/ 
D. Hamilton 

Way & Means Committee*: R.Scott/ 
D. Pounder 

Activities Committee: R.J. Pulley &  
C.H. Bell 

Editor: F. Mooney 

Assistant Editors: R.A. Latour & R.W. 
Urton 

The Events as listed from The Concentrates or Meeting 
Minute notes: 

 

• $0.25 for printed membership cards 

• Fall Banquet at the King George 

• Halloween Night 

• Float in Reunion Day parade “Motif is Mining and the 
War Effort”.  

• Ore Gangue Spring Dance 

• Spring Banquet at the King George 

 

 

*Some of the Committee elected April would not be back, therefore a new executive was elected in the fall.  

Photo Courtesy of OG Lounge. 
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  Year Summary 1941-1942 

From The Concentrates, April 1942. 
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 1942-1943 Year Summary 

The Executive: 

 

Honorary Pres: F.H. Edmunds 

Honorary VP: B. Mawdsley 

President: D.A. Pounder 

VP: R.A. Urton 

Secretary-Treasurer: R.M. Coons 

Way & Means Committee: R. Ottem, 
D. Markland & Jim Forrest 

Editor: B.A. Latour 

Assistant Editors: J. Usher & R.E. 
Urton  

The Events as listed from The Concentrates or Meeting 
Minute notes: 

 

• Classes delayed a whole month so students could go 
harvest the bumper crop 

• Fall Banquet King George Hotel 

• Blue Room Party 

• Spring Banquet 

• Changed The Concentrates to being published once per 
school year down from two.  

No Ore Gangue class photos have been found so used a page from 1943 Yearbook “The Greystone” 
to represent this school year.   
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  Year Summary 1942-1943 

Steve O: Summers activity with Imperial Oil Survey 

Jim F: Scheelite Prospecting in North west Territories 

Dick U: “Life with the G.S.C.” 

Merle M: Canada Steel Co. in Hamilton 

Doug P: Exploration at Belle Terre Gold Mines 

Doug M: Bralorne Gold Mines 

Mel C: no record of his seminar 

Top: From the Ore Gangue 

Meeting Minutes Notes, which 

resides in the University of 

Saskatchewan Archives.  

UASC, MG135_Minutes_1936-

1964_Page_031 

 

Bottom: The titles from the 

various pages inside Meeting 

Minute Notes 
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 1943-1944 Year Summary 

The Executive: 

Honorary President: J. B. Mawdsley 

Honorary VP: F.H. Edmunds 

President: J. L. Usher 

VP: Henry Lipp 

Secretary-Treasurer: J. Matthews 

Way & Means Committee: K. 
Mathison, A.K. Campbell, B. Latocou  
& Mel Coons 

Editor: J. L. Usher 

Assistant Editor: J. W. Porter 

 

 

The Events as listed from The Concentrates or Meeting 
Minute notes: 

 

• Fall Banquet  

• Mud puppies Curling Challenge was officially accepted 

• Traditional Blue Room party 

• Theatre Party 

• Female student, Helen Asselstine, mentioned as under-
grad who spent her summer logging well samples.  No 
record of her graduation. 

No Ore Gangue class photos have been found so used a page from 1944 Yearbook “The Greystone” to 
represent this school year.   
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  Year Summary 1943-1944 

From The Concentrates, 1943-1944. 
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 1944-1945 Year Summary 

The Executive: 

No listings found for executive for this 
year 

 

Editor: Robert Kirkland 

Assistant Editor: Russel Sproul 

The Events as listed from The Concentrates: 

 

• No meeting minute notes 

• Spring Banquet only event listed 

No Ore Gangue class photos have been found so used this page from 1945 Yearbook “The Greystone” to 
represent this school year.   
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  Year Summary 1944-1945 

From The Concentrates, 1944-1945. 
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 1945-1946 Year Summary 

The Executive: 

 

President: R.W. Kirkland 

Secretary-Treasurer : D.R. Sproul 

Way & Means Committee: K. 
Mathison & H.L. Jones 

Editor of Concentrates:  C. Cheriton 

Assistant Editor: J. W. Porter 

Cover: C. Dahlstrom 

 

The Events as listed from The Concentrates or Meeting 
Minute notes: 

 

• Fall Banquet at the King George Hotel $1 per person 

• Dr. Mawdsley invited the Ore Gangue into his home 

• Spring banquet at the King George 

• Generic Party discussed 

• Start of Memorial Prize  (see Awards section) 

 

 

Picture from the Ore Gangue Lounge. It was used in the 1946 U of S Yearbook “The Greystone”.   
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  Year Summary 1945-1946 

From the Sheaf, Friday October 12, 1945.  
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 1946-1947 Year Summary 

The Executive: 

 

President: C.D.A. Dahlstrom 

Secretary Treasurer:  D.M.J. Pilaski 

Way & Means Committee:  F. Aston & 
G. Grant 

Editor:  R.M. Ballie 

Assistant Editor: J.B. Stubbins 

Cover: B. Bannister  

Honorary Secretary Treasurer: Dr. 
Weir & Dr. Byers 

The Events as listed from The Concentrates or Meeting 
Minute notes: 

 

• Fall Banquet at the King George Hotel 

• The Ore Gangue Float 

• Suggestion that the “executive” arrange to have the Ore 
Gangue participate in sports 

• Spring Banquet after Exams 

No Ore Gangue class photos have been found so used a page from 1947 Yearbook “The Greystone” to 
represent this school year.   
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  Year Summary 1946-1947 

From The Concentrates, 1947. 
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 1947-1948 Year Summary 

The Executive: 

 

President : G. Grant 

Secretary-Treasurer: H. MacDonald 

Public Relations Officer: J. Stobart 

Editor: B. Pow 

Assistant Editor: B. Bannister 

 

The Events as listed from The Concentrates or Meeting 
Minute notes: 

 

• Fall Banquet at the King George Hotel 

• Float in the Reunion Day Parade 

• Tobogganing Party 

• Spring Banquet 

• Constitution committee appointed to revise it and it was 
passed Feb 20 1948 (Bob Smith & Harvey Heuyston).  

• Half a page in The Greystone 

• Order memorial plaque 

• Spring Banquet and Dance was $3 

• John B. Stubbins won Dr. Mawdsley’s ashtray for Sum-
mer Essays 

Photo Courtesy of OG Lounge. 1948 Greystone used the exact same photo and did not have any text write-
ups about the events for the year.   
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  Year Summary 1947-1948 

From The Concentrates, 1948. 
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 1948-1949 Year Summary 

The Executive: 

 

President: J. Devine 

VP: D. Powley 

PRO: M. Zurowski 

Secretary-Treasurer: J. Ambler 

Editor: A.L. Flood 

Cover: D. Beare 

 

PRO= Public Relations Officer 

The Events as listed from The Concentrates or Meeting 
Minute notes: 

 

• Fall Banquet at the King George Hotel 

• Field Trip to Lloydminster 

• Memorial Plaque Ceremony 

• Bogey Ball event 

• Curling Bonspiel 

 

Photo Courtesy of OG Lounge 
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  Year Summary 1948-1949 

From The Concentrates, 1949. 
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 1949-1950 Year Summary 

The Executive: 

 

President: J. Devine 

VP: L. Vigrass 

PRO: G. Squire 

Editor : J.S. Ambler  

Cover: P. Potappoff 

Banquet Committee: H.W. Soderland, 
G. McLeod,  F. Hodgson & L. Vigrass 

 

PRO= Public Relations Officer 

The Events as listed from The Concentrates or Meeting 
Minute notes: 

 

• Fall Banquet and Dance $2.00 

• Bogey Ball event 

• Ore Gangue Membership $1.50 

• Seminars 

 

No Ore Gangue class photos have been found so used a page from 1950 Yearbook “The Greystone” to 
represent this school year.   
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  Year Summary 1949-1950 

From The Concentrates, 1950. 
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 1950-1951 Year Summary 

This picture and labelled note (next page) found in the Geological Sciences basement.  

The Executive: 

 

President: Lawrence Vigrass 

VP: Frank Agar 

Secretary: George Squire 

PRO: Roger Edmunds 

Editor: James Ratcliffe 

Assistant Editors: Clifden Berg & 

James Kermeen 

 

PRO= Public Relations Officer 

The Events as listed from The Concentrates, The 

Greystone or Meeting Minute notes: 

 

• Fall Reunion Banquet  

• Field Trip to Elbow area 

• Curling 

• Engineering Show 

• Spring Banquet 
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  Year Summary 1950-1951 

The picture (previous page)  
and this labelled note found in 
the Geological Sciences 
basement.  Signed by George 
Squire. 

From the Ore Gangue Scrapbook. USAC, MG135_Box3_Scrapbook_p24. 
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 1951-1952 Year Summary 

No Ore Gangue class photos have been found so used a page from 1952 Yearbook “The Greystone” to 
represent this school year.   

The 51-52 Executive: 

 

President: Paul Vogt 

VP: Frank Agar 

Secretary-Treasurer: Cecil Reisner 

PRO: Roger Edmunds 

 

 

PRO= Public Relations Officer 

The Events as listed from Meeting Minute notes: 

 

• Fall Reunion Banquet   

• Field Trip  

• Curling 

• Engineering Show 

• Spring Banquet 

 

No Concentrates have been found but meeting minutes 

notes indicate they nominated  Alister Macrone, Frank Agar 

and Clifden Berg for Editor.  
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  Year Summary 1952-53 & 1953-1954 

No Ore Gangue class photos have been found so used a page from 1954 Yearbook “The Greystone” to 
represent this school year.   

The Concentrates have not 
been found and assumed not 
published, for the school 
years of 51-52, 52-53 and 53-
54.  

No meeting minute notes in 
present for 52-53, 53-54, 54-
55, 55-56 & 56-57 school 
years.  

  

No other photo’s for 51-54  
have been found.  

 

The 53-54 Executive: 

 

President: Earl Christianson 

VP: Peter McMurty 

Secretary-Treasurer: Jack 

Armitage 

 

Note: this exec listed in 54-55 Con-

centrates 

The 52-53 Executive: 

 

Not Available 
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 1954-1955 Year Summary 

No Ore Gangue class photos have been found so used a page from 1955 Yearbook “The Greystone” to 
represent this school year.   

The Executive: 

 

President: Dick Bruser 

VP: Ivan Bishko 

Secretary: Peter McMurty 

Editor: O.R. Eckstrand  

 

 

The Events as listed from The Concentrates: 

 

• Slides and Donuts 

• Gradian's Banquet 

• Montana Field Trip 
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  Year Summary 1954-1955 

From The Concentrates, 1954-1955. 
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 1955-1956 Year Summary 

No Ore Gangue class photos have been found so used a page from 1956 Yearbook “The Greystone” to 
represent this school year.   

The Executive: 

 

President: Ron Olson 

VP: Norm McIver 

Secretary-Treasurer: Murray Pyke 

Editors: Bill Waddell, Garry Edwards 

& Lee Morrison 

 

The Events as listed from The Concentrates: 

 

• Annual Western Meeting of the CIMM Oct 17-19, 1955 

• Fall Banquet at Jay Dee’s Restaurant 

• Spring Banquet at the 400 Club 
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  Year Summary 1955-1956 

From The Concentrates, 1955-1956. 
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 1956-1957 Year Summary 

The Executive: 

 

President: Roy Rudichuk 

VP: Bryan Pryce 

Secretary-Treasurer: Joe Dundas 

PRO: Don Smith 

Editors: Don Kent, Lorne Larson, Ron 

Cojocar 

 

PRO= Public Relations Officer 

The Events as listed from The Concentrates: 

 

• Little Rockies Field Trip 

• Spring Banquet 

• Football 

• Curling 

• December Banquet at Jay Dee’s 

 

From 1956-1957 Greystone. Description on 
the next page.  
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  Year Summary 1956-1957 

Pictures on previous page with description from Don Kent.  

 Greystone (1956-1957) –  Bottom Left: Murray Pyke on the left. Bottom Right: p. 255 Bill Kaufmann. Top 
Right:  p. 245 from the left Ian Howrie, Lee Morrison, Ron Cojocar. Top Left:  p. 95 Don Smith left side with 
“big E” 

Lee was President of the Engineering Students Society 1956-57. A few years after graduation he got into 
provincial politics 

Pyke and I were in the Ph.D. program at the University of Alberta, but he did not complete it. 

Cojocar got a B.Sc. degree but eventually decided to go into Veterinary Medicine and specialized in thor-
oughbred race horses 

Kaufmann and Pyke both got B.Sc. and M.Sc. degrees at the U of S 

Howrie graduated in Petroleum Engineering. 

From The Concentrates, 1956-1957. 
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 1957-1958 Year Summary 

No Ore Gangue class photos have been found so used a page from 1957-59 Yearbook “The Greystone” to 
represent this school year.   

The Executive: 

 

President: Burt Crawford 

VP: Don McCuaig 

Secretary-Treasurer: Bill Bierlmeier 

PRO: Ron Cojocar 

Editors: Lorne Larson, Ron Cojocar & 

Paul Gagnon 

 

PRO= Public Relations Officer 

The Events as listed from The Concentrates: 

 

• Fall Banquet 

• O’Keefe’s Brewery Tour 

• Spring Banquet 

• Department Expansion 

• The Sports: Curling Funspiel: Ron Conjocar, Murray 

Roed, Ted Hage, & Bev Pfeffer 
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  Year Summary 1957-1958  

From The Concentrates, 1957-1958. 
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 1958-1959 Year Summary 

Ore Gangue Banquet at the 400 Club  in Saskatoon-1959. Picture from B. Kaufmann. 

The Executive: 

 

President: Bill Williams 

VP: Larry Zarysky 

Secretary-Treasurer: Gordon Gorrill 

PRO: Bill Kaufmann 

Editors: Paul Gagnon 

Assistant Editor: Murray Roed, Don 

Sykes & Pat Marcotte 

 

PRO= Public Relations Officer 

 

The Events as listed from The Concentrates and 

Meeting Minute Notes: 

 

• 50th Anniversary U of S 

• Fall Banquet 

• O’Keefe’s Brewery Tour 

• Spring Banquet 

• Palaeontology Excursion 

• Engineering Show 
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  Year Summary 1958-1959  

Pictures Top: Ore Gangue Banquet at the 400 Club in 
Saskatoon-1959. Bottom Right: Petrology Lab. Pictures from 
B. Kaufmann. 

Left: Return from Zortman, 1958; Don Sykes, George Goldak; 

Right Zortman. Pictures from B. Kaufmann 
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 1959-1960 Year Summary 

Scan Color Version The Executive: 

 

President: Murray Roed 

VP: Doug Ruse 

Secretary-Treasurer: Lorne Ayers 

PRO: Gordon Sorli 

Editors: Doug Coulomb 

Assistant Editor: Jack Walmsley 

Special Concentrates Committee:  

C. Muirhead, R. Burkhart, B. 
Masley, D. Andrews,  

E. Zederayko &  

D. Coulombe. 

 

PRO= Public Relations Officer 

The Events as listed from The Concentrates and 

Meeting Minute Notes: 

 

• Fall Banquet 

• Special Concentrates  issue started for the University 

Jubilee 

• Bavarian Club Brewery Tour 

• Curling 

• Boat Race between Hard Rockers and Soft Rockers at 

the Fall Banquet 
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  Year Summary 1959 -1960  

Pictures  from  Al Clark. Bush work, 1960 
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 1960-1961 Year Summary 

The Executive: 

 

President: D.W. Sykes   

VP: I. Zemmels   

Secretary: L.J. Lambie   

Treasurer: M. Rutherford & L. 
Kacsmar 

Social Director: H. Morton  

Concentrates: M.A. Rode   

Assistant Eds: E. Zederayko, L. 
Lambie, W. Hamilton, W. Kaufmann 
and F. Mojocha  

Engineering Rep: J. Cherry    

Typist: Mrs. L. Sins 

Front Cover: W. Longstaff 

 

The Events from The Concentrates: 

 

• Fall Banquet 

• Homecoming Parade - Stunt Event 1st Prize* 

• 1960-1961 Little Rockies Field Trip 

• The Ore Gangue Constitution was Amended 

• Weiner Roast 

• Stag 

• Baseball World Series Pool 

• Christmas Cards 

• Spring Banquet 

• Curling 

* see section on Homecoming Parade for pictures 

Note 2: Students strongly believe it is spelled 
Sims, but all formal documentation shows it as 
Sins.  

Note  from B. Kaufmann:  M. Rode 
not D. Sykes  
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  Year Summary 1960-1961  

From the 1960-1961 U of S Student Yearbook “The Greystone”. 

From The Concentrates, 1960-1961.  
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 1961-1962 Year Summary 

The Executive: 

 

President: M. Rutherford  

VP: A. Clark 

Treasurer: N Kopperud 

Social Director: J. Cherry  

Eng. Rep: G. Thamer 

Arts Rep: M. Larson 

Concentrates: N. Dircks & D. Poliquin 

Typists: Mrs. L. Sins & Mrs. R. Stirling 

Illustrations: Elaine Dircks  

 

 

The Events from The Concentrates: 

 

• Fall Banquet 

• Homecoming Parade 

• 1961-62 Little Rockies Field Trip 

• Weiner Roast 

• Baseball World Series Pool 

• Geological Engineering Queen  

• Winter Carnival 

• Spring Banquet 

• Curling 

• Hockey 

• Mawdsley-Edmunds Scholarship Award established (see 
awards section for more details).  

From the 1961-1962 U of S Student Yearbook “The Greystone”. 
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  Year Summary 1961-1962  

From the Concentrates, 1961-1962. 
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 1962-1963 Year Summary 

The Executive: 

 

President: A.R. Clark 

VP: M.L. Larson 

Treasurer: G.J. Hodgdon 

Social Director: J. Cherry  

Eng. Rep: V.L. Haggard 

Arts Rep: M.E. Coates 

Concentrates: J.E. Murray  

Typists: Mrs. L. Sins  

Cartoonist: A. Zypchen 

The Events from The Concentrates: 

 

• Ore Gangue Float 

• World Series Pools 

• Fall Banquet 

• Ore Gangue Xmas Cards 

• Curling 

• Spring Banquet 

From the Concentrates, 1962-1963. 
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  Year Summary 1962-1963  

From the 1962-1963 U of S Student Yearbook “The Greystone”. 
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 1963-1964 Year Summary 

The Events from The Concentrates: 

 

• Weiner Roast 

• Fall banquet 

• Bowling Party 

• Spring Banquet 

• Coffee Urn installed 

The Executive: 

 

President: R. Bervan 

Treasurer: R. Johnson 

Sports Convener: R. Blackburn 

Social Convener: V. Haggard  

Concentrates: S. Johnston & A. 
Zypchen 

Typists: Mrs. L. Sins  

Photography: S. Johnston & D. 
Churchill 

From the Concentrates, 1963-1964. 
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  Year Summary 1963-1964  

From the Concentrates, 1963-1964. 
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 1964-1965 Year Summary 

The Events Summary in The Concentrates, 1964-1966*: 

 

• Graduate booklet 

• Fall banquet 

• Curling 

• First ever WIUGC Feb 13, 1965 held in Saskatoon 

• Spring Banquet—first time a mixed affair (women) 

• Bi-weekly column in The Sheaf 

• Edmunds and Mawdsley passed away  

*Note: This publication of The Concentrates covered a two-year period 

The Executive: 

 

President: Jack Wyder 

VP: D.W. Hersak 

Social Director: R.W. Kipling 

WIUGC Conference Chair: J.W. 
Gaskarth 

Secretary: A.J. Spooner 

Treasurer: H.L. King 
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  Year Summary 1964-1965  

From the 1964-1965 U of S Student Yearbook “The Greystone” 

From The Concentrates, 1964-1966. 
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 1965-1966 Year Summary 

The Executive: 

 

President: A.J. (Tony) Spooner 

Treasurer: L.J. (Larry) Nagy 

Secretary: H.W. Kipling 

Sports Convener: F.M. Wormsbecker 

Social Convener: W.V. (Bill) Smith 

Concentrates: Barabara Battiste,  
Marilyn Filyk & Jeanne Gonnason 

Typists: Mrs. L. Sins  

Photography: L.J. Nagy 

Cartoons: Ray McLean, Peter Oliver 
& A. Petry 

The Events from The Concentrates: 

 

• First year for female editors of the Concentrates 

• U of S sent large delegation to WIUGC in Edmonton 

• Bowling Party 

• Curling Party 

• Fall Party at Clinton Lodge  

• Spring Banquet 

• Broomball game 

• Hockey Team 
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  Year Summary 1965-1966  

From The Concentrates, 1965-1966 Concentrates 

131 May 2019



 

 
 1966-1967 Year Summary 

The Events from The Concentrates: 

 

• Grad directory published 

• Party at Marigolds 

• Fall Banquet 

• Xmas Party 

• Curling Party 

• Spring Banquet 

• WIUGC in Winnipeg 

• Hockey 

• Curling 

• 1967 Engineering Show 

The Executive: 

 

President: Ken Statham 

Secretary: Barb Battiste 

Treasurer: Ron Brown 

Social Director: Don Hersak  

Sports Director: Ray Olsen 

Concentrates: Edna Mason & Barry 
Finlayson 
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  Year Summary 1966-1967  

From The Concentrates, 1966-1967. 
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 1967-1968 Year Summary 

The Events from The Concentrates: 

 

• WIUGC in Vancouver 

• Grad directory published 

• Fall Banquet 

• Spring Banquet 

 

The Executive: 

 

President: Erik Anderson 

Secretary: Gary Staples 

Treasurer: Joe Grgich 

Social Director: John Cline  

Sports Director: Ray Olsen 

Concentrates: Allan R. Johnson 

Typist: Mrs. A.R. Johnson 

Cartoons: Dan Strader & George Ga-
zuk 
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  Year Summary 1967-1968  

From The Concentrates, 1967-1968. 
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 1968-1969 Year Summary 

The Events summary in The Concentrates: 

 

• Grad directory published 

• Eric Olson elected president of SRC 

• New 80-cup coffee pot 

• Fall Party 

• Fall Banquet 

• January Party 

• Spring Banquet 

• Hockey 

• Broomball 

The Executive: 

 

President: Henry (Hank) Klassen 

Social Directors: Dick Bennet & 
George Gazuk 

Sports Director: Al Rallison 

Secretary: Terry Garrow 

Treasurer: Ken Dahlem 

Concentrates: Dave Kennedy 

Cartoon: George Gazuk 
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  Year Summary 1968-1969  

From The Concentrates, 1967-1968 
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 1969-1970 Year Summary 

No Concentrates and No meeting minute notes 
available.  

 

• Grad directory published 

• Based on a collection of 69-70 pictures located at 
Archives there was certainly the typical social events that 
include drinking and dancing. 

• WIUGC was hosted in Saskatoon Oct 31-Nov 2, 1969.  

The Executive: 

 

President: Al Rallison 

Social Director: Larry Urbanosky 

Secretary: Ruth Ross 

Treasurer: Ed Fogg 

WIUGC Co-Chairman: Kenneth 
Collison & Grant Streeton 

WIUGC Finance: Emmitt Horne 

WIUGC Accom. and Entertainment:  
Gerald Reinson 

WIUGC Program: Larry Jensen 

WIUGC Publicity: Richard Bennett 

Back row: Eric Olsen?, George Burwasser, Philip Coleman, ??, Al Rallison, George Gazuk, 'Diamond' Don 
Sawyer ??, Charlie Harper, Grant Streeton, Lynne Anderson,  Keith Smith, Dave Kennedy 

2nd row from back: ??, Fred Foster, Duane Sly, ??, ??, ??, Larry Urbanosky, Brian ??, Keith Wilson, Ed 
Fogg, Alvin (Al) Jackson, Harry Klassen 

2nd row from front: Jim Reynolds, Dave Lambden, Greg Cave, Richard (Dick) Bennett,  Henry (Hank) 
Klassen,  Amar Mukerji, Salem Sangameshwar, O.P. Malik, ??, Jim Penrod? 

Front row: John Szuck, Gord Phillips, Emmett Horne, Jean Horne, Judy Rowan (Klassen), Valary Hogg, Ruth 
Ross (Streeton), Tom Bamford, Neil Rutherford, Prof John MacDonald 
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  Year Summary 1969-1970 

Three guys logging core samples - Donn 
Kraynick, Jim Reynolds and Rod Spooner. 
Picture from the University Archives.  UASC, 
MG135_Box1_Photos_69-70_025 

 

Another O.G. party.  Skinny ties & stubby 
beers were in.  Emmett Horne & George 
Gazuk.  Picture from the University Archives.  
UASC, MG135_Box1_Photos_69-70_021 

Larry Urbanosky, Al Rallison, Jim Reynolds, Dave 
Kennedy, Ruth Ross, Ed Fogg (1969-70 O.G. 
Executive). Picture from the University Archives.  
UASC, MG135_Box1_Photos_69-70_017 

The O.G. Coffee Room!!  Grant Streeton, 
Marilyn Truscott, Salem Sangameshwar 
(Sp?), Jeanne Horne and Larry Jensen 
(standing). Picture from the University 
Archives.  UASC, MG135_Box1_Photos_69-
70_014 
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 1970-1971 Year Summary 

No Concentrates Published nor Meeting Minutes notes found. 

Top Row L to R: Ted Lewis, Keith Bohlken, Ric Syme, Charlie Harper, John Pearson, Philip Coleman, Gary 
Billingsley, Doug Weston, Lynn Anderson, Bernie La Plante 

2nd Row L to R: Rich Ippilito, Cliff Herman, John Knight, Dave Lambden, Don Kraynick, Duane Sly, Fred 
Foster, Tom Bamford, John Szuck 

3rd Row: Jim Parres, Rod Spooner, Mike Chorney, Dale Matthews, Wayne Manson, Wayne Wagner, Neil 
Rutherford, Paul Bateman, Ray Robertson, Andy Burnett, Foon Der 

Front Row: Marilyn Truscott, Wayne Dyvbig, Greg Cave, Jim Reynolds, Norm Holton, Gordon Phillips, Dave 
and Valary Hogg 

L-R: Neil Rutherford, Jim Reynolds, 
Valary Hogg, Dave Lambden 
(‘Chopper’).  This  might be the 1970-
71 Ore Gangue Executive.  

UASC, MG135_Box1_Photos_69-
70_016  

The Executive: 

President: Jim Reynolds 

VP: Greg Cave 

Social Directory: Valary Hogg 

Treasurer: Dave Lambden 

  

140 May 2019



  

 
   1970-1971 Year Summary 

Pictures from Gary Billingsley: Upper left picture: Zortman ’71 L-R::Garnet Turcotte (falling off hill), Mel 
Stauffer, Andy Burnett (side of face), Doug Hansen, Fred Foster (kneeling, back to camera).  Upper centre 
picture:  Fred Foster (on bike) and John Pearson. Upper right picture:  Jim Parres (sitting on bike and in char-
acter as “Grease”).  Bottom left picture: Zortman ‘71: L-R: Ray Robertson, Fred Foster (headband), Ted Lew-
is, Mel Stauffer, Unidentified (ear), Doug Hansen (back of head), Dr. Fred Langford, Andy Burnett (back of 
head), John Pearson (back of head), Garnet Turcotte (short and back of head), John Knight (sitting up high 
and looking at Fred), Dave Barlow (back of head). Bottom centre picture Zortman ’71: L-R: Ted Lewis, Andy 
Burnett, Mel Stauffer, Ray Robertson, Garnet Turcotte, John Pearson, Fred Foster. Bottom right picture Zort-
man ’71: Left to Right: Doug Weston, Donn Kraynick, Rod Spooner, Wayne Schuster. 

Picture from Greg Cave.   

Zortman: Cindy  Kalal, 
Norm Wardlaw, Duane 
Sly, Val Hogg (Kennedy, 
Schulz), Keith Bohlken, 
Gord Phillips, Lucy and 
Dick Kalal 

Front row:  Chuck 
McCormick , Mel Stauffer, 
Peter Boyle, Tom 
Bamford, Greg Cave 

Crazy Kelsey (native 
fellow reclining) 
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 1971-1972 Year Summary 

No Concentrates and no Meeting Minute notes available. 

We do have the Operating Fund Book for Events.  

 

• Weiner Roast 

• Texas Mickey Raffle 

• WIUGC Winnipeg 

• Fall Banquet 

• Money grant for Amisk Lake Project 

• Spring Banquet 

• Winter Festival (see Events for related story) 

The Executive: 

 

President: Ray Robertson 

Secretary: Doug Weston 

Treasurer Cliff Herman 

 

  

Phone book found in the Geological Sciences basement.   
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   1971-1972 Year Summary 

 
This Operating Fund Book was found in 
the Geological Sciences basement. It was 
first used in 1971-1972. The first 
Treasurer, Cliff Herman purchased it and 
made the first entries. This has been a 
valuable document to help us determine 
what events the students may have 
participated in.  
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 1972-1973 Year Summary 

Pictures from Bill Petrie 
Zortman Fall ‘72 

 

Upper Left – Jim Parres, on 
borrowed guitar; Neil 
Thiessen 

Upper Right – Neil Thiessen 

Lower Left – Zortman area 
resident (Wilbur?) – a happy 
legal draft ‘dodger’ (medical 
relief from) of Vietnam War; 
Cliff Herman 

Lower Right – Jim Parres 

No Concentrates and no Meeting Minute notes available. 

We do have the Operating Fund Book for Events.  

• Canada-Russia Hockey Pools 

• WIUGC Vancouver 

• Fall banquet 

• Grey Cup pool 

• Ore Gangue bookends &  trinkets 

• Texas Mickey Raffle 

• Curling 

• Spring Banquet 

The Executive: 

 

President: Wayne Manson 

VP: Bob Cluff 

Secretary: Bill Petrie 

Treasurer: Cliff Herman 

Social: Keith Miles 

 

  

144 May 2019



  

 
    1972-1973 Year Summary 
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 1973-1974 Year Summary 

Ragged Back Row L to R: Grant Streeton, Cliff Herman (head down), Ruth Ross (in white jacket), ? talking 
to Cliff, Gary Sutherland, John Knight, John Pearson, Irene Gibson, Stu Harker and Wife ‘British Post-grad 
student’, Wayne Manson, Charlie Harper 

Front Row sitting on Concrete L to R: Jim Gibson, Don and Sue Fuhrman, Malcolm Wilson ‘British Post-
grad student’, Andy and Julie Burnette, Greg and Judy Cave, Gary Billingsley, Martin Bradford ‘British 
student’ 

No Concentrates and no Meeting Minute notes available. 

We do have the Operating Fund Book for Events.  

• Football and Baseball Pools 

• Fall Banquet 

• Bowling Party 

• WIUGC Calgary 

• Spring Banquet 

• Bowling Party 

• Wind-up Party 

• Potash Tour (see Student Travels for related story) 

The Executive: 

 

President: Gord Mueller 

Social: Charlie Harper 

 

  

Pictures for 1973-1974 from 

Charlie Harper 
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1973-1974 Year Summary 

“The Beaver Brothers” – L to R :  Andy 
Burnett, Glen Dickson, Mark Senkiw  

1974 Spring Banquet. L to R: Curtis Andrews, Sandy (Wayne 
Manson’s future wife), Don & Sue Fuhrman, Sharon 
Matthews (Dale’s wife, Elaine Dickson (standing – Glen’s 
wife), Gord Bryant, Dale Matthews, Marlene Harper 
(Charlie’s wife), Ernie Hawkins, Stu Harkel, Agatha & Bob 
Cluff, Irwin Koning, Cliff Herman.  

1974 March Spring Banquet. L to R:  Sandy 
Crawford, guest, Ron McKellar  in the 
Butterfly 

Picture from Charlie Harper, 1974 March 
Spring Banquet. Mark Senkiw award 
winner based on mental attitude alone. 
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 1974-1975 Year Summary 

No Concentrates and no Meeting Minute notes available. 

We do have the Operating Fund Book for Events.  

• Barn Dance 

• Fall Banquet 

• Curling 

• Spring Banquet 

• Beef Raffle 

• Pool Party 

• WIUGC Jan 1975 

The Executive: 

 

President: Ray Robertson 

VP: Beavan Bailey 

Secretary: Herb Mathies 

Treasurer: Denis Youchuk 

Social: Ken Wing 

 

  

No Group Pictures so used  the  WIUGC  Conference Book to represent the year.  
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1974-1975 Year Summary 

Ron McKellar Zortman Slides. May 23-25, 1975. Top Left: Terry & his quart of beer, Ivan. Top Right: Terry 
in the fog.  Middle Left: Cabin where students stayed. Middle Right: Sam, Don, Stu Vincent, Herb Mathias. 
Bottom Left: Jim Morin. Bottom Right: Terry and Ian panning for gold in Alder Gulch 
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 1975-1976 Year Summary 

This photo was in the Ore Gangue lounge labelled 75-76. The original in Archives was signed on the 
back. UASC, MG135_Box1_Group_Photos_002 and 002a. 

No Concentrates and no Meeting Minute notes available. 

We do have the Operating Fund Book for Events.  

 

• Fall Banquet 

• Football Trip 

• Supplies and Parts for Ore Gangue Bus 

• Conference (location unknown) 

• Spring Banquet 

• Dec, 1975 a bus was acquired. See section on Ore 

Gangue Bus for more details.  

The Executive: 

 

President: Brad Taylor 

VP: Daryl Cook 

Secretary: Karen Jordan 

Social Director: Ron McKellar 

Sports Rep: Terry Daneluk 
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1975-1976 Year Summary 
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 1976-1977 Year Summary 

No Concentrates and no Meeting Minute notes available. 

We do have the Operating Fund Book for Events.  

 

• Football Tickets 

• Fall Banquet 

• Xmas Social 

• Conference in  Winnipeg 

• Spring Banquet 

• Curling Social 

The Executive: 

 

President: Keith Metcalfe 

VP: R.J. Thompson 

Secretary: Julian Evanochko 

Social Director: Garry Sutherland 

Treasurer:  M. Welch/Bill Mitschke 

 

  

No Group Pictures or Stories found so used these Sheaf articles from Sept and Nov , 1976 to represent the 

year.  
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1976-1977 Year Summary 

Charlie Harper Gary Billingsley & Bruce Campbell Lower 
Nistoassini Lake, SK 
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 1977-1978 Year Summary 

No Concentrates and no Meeting Minute notes available. 

We do have the Operating Fund Book for Events.  

 

• $5 memberships 

• CIM conference 

• Spring Banquet 

• Soft Drink Fund started Sept 22/77 

 

The Executive: 

 

President: R.J. Thompson 

VP: Bill Mitschke 

Secretary: Monty Bowers 

Social Director: Sam Wing 

Treasurer:  Barb Carleton & Greg 

Smith 

 

Left: Dr. Braun and the students. Right: Keg Crew T-shirt.  

Zortman Sept 1977. Picture from Barry Mazurkewich Back row: Allyson Greg, Shannon McDonald, Ben 
Robertson, Brennan Gerlitz, Kevin McHarg, Barry Larson, Bill Mitschke Front Row: Les Coleman, Albert 
Lowe, Emmit Koster, Monty Bowers, Andy Kramchynski, Bruce Campbell, Bruce Lotts, John Jenner 
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1977-1978 Year Summary 

A BRIEF PREPARED by the ORE GANGUE GEOLOGICAL SOCIETY  

for the CLUFF LAKE URANIUM INDUSTRY September, 1977 

Hard Copy sent to University Archives. 
Found in the basement of the Geological 
Sciences.  
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 1978-1979 Year Summary 

No Concentrates and no Meeting Minute notes available. 

We do have the Operating Fund Book for Events.  

 

• Grey Cup Event 

• Xmas Party 

• OG felt badges 

• Raffle 

• 16th WIUGC conference (unknown location) 

The Executive: 

 

President: Wayne Hanson 

VP: Iggy Fay 

Secretary: K. Weaving 

Social Director: Larry Diakow 

Treasurer:  Pat George 

 

  

Sheaf article from page 8, Thursday Sept 28,  1978. Group Picture next page.   
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1978-1979 Year Summary 

Group picture found in basement of Geological Sciences 
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 1979-1980 Year Summary 

Back: Jack Hepbun, Ron Lambie, Tom Ross, Mark Haughey, Dave Lesiuk, Vic Noble, Mark Larson, Garry 
Tether, Brad Wright, Nolan Shaheen, Al Kelly, John Hoess 
Next: Dennis Sokoloski, Iggy Fay, Rick Merkel, Alan Lyle 
Next: Jay Yourk, , Darcy Lincoln, Rex Johnston, Derek Gunn, Rick Woodward, Bob Nichol, Ken Yellowless, 
Kelly Bennett, Bob Johnston, Lynn Goldberg 
Next: Pat George, Mitt Auperle, Don Chipley, Meridee Fockler, Karen Keily, Don Dudek, ?, Volker Braun 
Front: Hayden Brown, Janet Robertson, Rick Andrusek, Donna McKenzie, Kerry Babcock, Dave Simonour, 
John Lowe, Al Seredynski 

The Events from The Concentrates: 

 

• BBQ 

• Fall Banquet 

• WIUGC in Saskatoon 

• Oklahoma Field trip  

• Spring Banquet 

• Year End Party 

• National Geology Day 

The Executive: 

 

President: Pat George 

VP: Iggy Fay 

Secretary: Lach McLeod 

Social Director: Brad Wright 

Treasurer:  David Lesiuk 

Sports Directors: Rick Merkel/Mark 

Haughey 

Concentrates: Meridee Fockler 
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1979-1980 Year Summary 

From The Concentrates, 1979-1980. 
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 1980-1981 Year Summary 

The Events from The Concentrates & Operating Fund 

Book: 

 

• Fall and Spring Banquet 

• WIUGC in Edmonton 

• Geology Day 

• Beer Nights 

• Halloween Party 

• Ore Gangue clothing included: hats, sweaters, hockey 
jerseys 

• Reunion ‘82 planning (photocopy, stamps) 

 

The Executive: 

 

President: Colin Lackie 

VP: Don Chipley 

Secretary: John Hoess 

Social Director: Karen Kelly 

Treasurer:  Hayden Brown 

Sports Reps: Jack Hepburn & Vic 

Noble 

Concentrates: Mitt Aupperle, Rex 

Johnston and Gary Chan  
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 Year Summary 1980-1981 

From The  Concentrates, 1980-1981. 
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 1981-1982 Year Summary 

The Events from The Concentrates & Operating Fund 

Book: 

 

• First Ore Gangue female teams participating in 

intramural sports 

• Florida Field trip 

• WIUGC in Winnipeg 

• Geology Day 

• Talent Night 

• Spring Banquet 

• Beer Nights 

• Intramural Sports 

• Ore Gangue t-shirts, beer mugs, hockey sweaters, rings 

The Executive: 

 

President: Rex Johnston 

VP: D’arcy Lincoln 

Secretary: Martina Crispin 

Social Director:  Brenda Gregoire 

Treasurer:  Bob Johnston 

Sports Reps: Dave Nordin & Volker 

Braun 

Women's Sports: Janet Robertson 

Jr. Rep: Curtis Everet 

Concentrates: Volker Braun, Hayden 

Brown, Nolan Shaheen 
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 Year Summary 1981-1982 

From The Concentrates, 1981-1982.  
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 1982-1983 Year Summary 

The Executive: 

President: Dave Nordin 

VP: Gary Linassi 

Secretary: Lynn Meredith 

Social Director:  Curtis Evert 

Treasurer:  Matt Rees 

Sports Reps: Greg Wilson & Fraser 

MacNicol 

Women's Sports: Linette McMonagle 

Jr. Rep: Brian Jones, Anne Benz & 

Drew Drain 

Yearbook: Bob Wagner & Parsons 

Chang 

The Events from The Concentrates & Operating Fund 

Book: 

• Fall & Spring Banquet

• WIUGC

• Geology Day

• Pubs: Buffalo Shearing (video available)

• Funspiel

• Halloween Dance

• Talent Night

• Ore Gangue clothing included: t-shirts, sweaters

• Grand Canyon Trip

• Series of Star Phoenix Articles on new building found un-
der Appendix B

Ken Hungle, Hugh Beckie, Jill Pardoe, Brian Brampton, Bill Brown, Mark Ambach, Pat Davies, Aldean Amy, 
Dave Safton, Terry Ulrich, Neil McKone, Katy Ma, Kerry Archibald, Lynne Godlberg, Tom Yates, Tony Cardin, 
Joh  Fennell, Brent Lacey, Daryl Soroko, Dana Kasper, John Zbeetnoff, Jim Sparling, Amar Pandila, Ken Atkin, 
Janet Robertson, George Heidgerken, Les Hofmeister, Karen Keily, Tammy Goodman, Brent McKercher, 
Karen Dietz, Wendy usher, Greg Wilson, Martina Krispin, Less Ollenberger, Linette McMonagle, Ross 
Maylor, Greg Kaiser, Al Nameth, Terry Johnston, Matt Rees, Fraser MacNicol, Lynn Shroder, Anne Benz, 
Gregg Fischbuch, Mike Robertson, Chuck James, Tim Adelman, Drew Braun, Bob Lawrence, Darcy Kardash, 
Garth Syhlonyk, Dean Curliss, Jim Noval, Nancy Harland, Jane Pillar, Harold Hovdebo, Don Hamilton, Norm 
Hopkins, Bryon Lissel, Dave Nordin, Dave Billard, Dave Smith, Ian Smith, Lynne Meredith, Gary Linassi, Brian 
Janser 
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 Year Summary 1982-1983 

From The Concentrates, 1982-1983. 
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 1983-1984 Year Summary 

The Executive: 

 

President: Gary Linassi 

VP: Matt Rees 

Secretary: Kevin Lounsbury 

Social Director:  Kim Maya 

Treasurer:  Karen Dietz 

Sports Reps: Tony Cadrin & Hugh 

Beckie 

Female Sports: Glory Cowan & Wen-

dy Usher 

Jr. Rep: Brian Jones, Anne Benz & 

Drew Drain 

Yearbook: Lynne Meredith 

The Events from The Concentrates & Operating Fund 

Book: 

 

• 50th Anniversary of Ore Gangue celebrated at Spring 
Banquet, with the Guest Speaker John Anderson Thomp-
son, first Secretary-Treasurer of the Ore Gangue.  

• Geology Day 

• Roughrider Game in Regina 

• Halloween Dance 

• Curling 

• Intramural Sports 

• Pubs 

• Labatt’s Beer Night 

• Bowling Night 

• Talent Night 

• Year End Bush Party 

• Ore Gangue clothing: jackets, sweaters 

• WIUGC 
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 Year Summary 1983-1984 
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 1984-1985 Year Summary 

The Executive: 

 

President: Tony Cadrin 

VP: Brent McKercher 

Secretary: Anne Benz 

Social Director:  John Fennell 

Treasurer:  Riley Conklin 

Sports Reps: Don Hamilton & Darcy 

Marud  

Female Sports: Aldean Amy & Karen 

Fyten 

Editor: Terri Ulrich 

The Events from The Concentrates & Operating Fund 

Book: 

 

• Beer Night 

• Halloween Dance 

• Roughrider Football Game 

• Pubs 

• End of Semesta Fiesta 

• WIUGC in Thunder Bay 

• Talent Night 

• Curling Night 

• Spring Banquet  

• Year End Tourist Dance 

• New Geology Building Construction 

• Intramural Sports 
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 Year Summary 1984-1985 

 

From  Dept Notes 1984-1985 Summary. From 
basement of Geological Sciences.  

From The Concentrates, 1984-1985. 
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 1985-1986 Year Summary 

Need to Scan the  grad picture 

The Executive: 

 

President: Colin Jellicoe 

VP: Brent Campbell 

Secretary: Roxanne Hebig 

Social Director:  Brent Jellicoe 

Treasurer:  Wade Husak 

Sports Reps: Rob Tweidt & Frank 

Hrdy 

Female Sports: Barb Haugen 

Editor: Barb Haugen 

The Events from The Concentrates & Operating Fund 

Book: 

 

• Noble Foundation started  

• Intramural Sports 

• Beer Night and Labatt’s 

• Pubs 

• Halloween Dance 

• End of Semesta Fiesta 

• Hosted the WIUGC 

• Curling Funspiel 

• Spring Banquet 

• Year-End Dance 

• Baseball and BBQ 

• Oklahoma (see Student Travels section) 

• Ore Gangue clothing: leather jackets, rugby shirts, 
conference shirts 
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 Year Summary 1985-1986 

From The Concentrates, 1985-1986. 
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 1986-1987 Year Summary 

NEED TO FIND A CLEAR  GROUP PICTURE 

The Executive: 

 

President: Brent Jellicoe 

VP: Anvil 

Secretary: Barb Haugen 

Social Director:  Karen Cote & Kelly 

Edwards 

Treasurer:  Bob Gerhardt 

Sports Reps: Doug Hamilton & Stacy 

Wallace 

Female Sports: Terry Fullerton 

Editor: Carey Galeschuk 

The Events from The Concentrates & Operating Fund 

Book: 

 

• New Geology Building 

• Geology Day 

• Intramural Sports 

• Beer Nights at Labatts 

• Pubs 

• Cummingtonite Dance 

• End of Semester Dance 

• WIUGC Edmonton 

• Bowling Nights 

• Helium Pub 

• Funspiel 

• Spring Banquet 

• BBQ and Baseball 

• Ore Gangue clothing: leather jackets 
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 Year Summary 1986-1987 

From The Concentrates, 1986-1987. 

Pictures from Carey Galeshuk (Yearbook Editor):  

Top Left: Stan Stancliffe, Brent Jellicoe, Charles Brehon, Rick Poirier, Erwin Walkters, Matt Rees, Ron 
Kostiuk, Mike Komeravich, Dale Schultz 

Top Right: Joe Dion, Patrick Munholland, Ted Herman, Don Bell, Colin Jellicoe 

Bottom Left: Bruce Maxwell, ? ,Bob Gerhardt, Kerry Klassen, Diana Mae Boychuk, Darwin Frehlich, ?, Kevin 
Ansdell, ? 

Bottom Right: Brent Jellicoe, Matt Rees, Lehellen Froehuch, Yvette Sicotte, Blake Stephenson, Jeff 
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 1987-1988 Year Summary 

The Executive: 

 

President: Anvil 

VP: Karen Cote 

Secretary: Duncan McBean 

Social Director:  Jeff Boissoneault 

Treasurer:  Charles Brehon 

Male Sports Rep: Greg Hesterman 

Female Sports: Michele Innes 

3rd Yr Rep: Leslie Hartley 

2nd Yr Rep: Cindy Swiney 

Grad Student Rep: Becky Yost 

Geophysics Rep: Scott Reynolds 

Editor: Diana Mae King 

The Events from The Concentrates & Operating Fund 

Book: 

 

• GAC-MAC Conference in Saskatoon 

• Halloween Dance 

• Helium Pub 

• WIUGC in Winnipeg 

• Spring Banquet 

• Funspiel 

• Talent Night 

• End of Semesta Fiesta 

• Spring BBQ and Softball 

• Pubs 

• Geology Day 

• Ore Gangue Clothing: Leather Jackets, other 
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 Year Summary 1987-1988 

From The Concentrates, 1987-1988.  
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 1988-1989 Year Summary 

The Executive: 

 

President: Duncan McBean 

VP: Ross Zawada 

Secretary: Diana Mae King 

Social Director: Shawn McGrath 

Treasurer:  Laurel Schmidt 

Male Sports Rep: John Miller & Ron 

Kostiuk 

Female Sports: Angie Bilanski 

3rd Yr Rep: Kevin Keenan 

2nd Yr Rep: Kelly Skuce 

Grad Student Rep: Mike Powell 

Geophysics Rep: Margot Stephenson 

 

The Events from The Concentrates & Operating Fund 

Book: 

 

• Intramural Sports 

• WIUGC Vancouver 

• Talent Night 

• Curling Night 

• Spring Banquet 

• Enda Semesta Fiesta 

• Annual BBQ & Ball 

• Ore Gangue Clothing: Leather Jackets, Conference T-
shirts 

• Bowling 
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 Year Summary 1988-1989 

WIUGC Vancouver. Back Row: ?, John Miller, Pat Miles, Kelly Skuce, Duncan McBean, Shawn McGrath, 
Mike Powell, Brian Szatkowski 

Middle Row: Miles Johnson, Cindy Swiney, Dale Schultz, Blake Stephenson, Joan Marklund, Kerry Klassen, 
Scott Matishien, Anvil, Ron Kostiuk, 

Kelly Edwards, April Dyck, Kevin Keenan, Tracey Jungwirth 

WIUGC Vancouver. Back Row: John Gorman, John Fedorowich, Brian Szatkowski, Duncan McBean, Ross 
Zawada, Pat Miles, Dale Schultz 
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 1989-1990 Year Summary 

The Executive: 

 

President: Ailsa Le May 

VP: Brian Szatkowski  

Secretary: Angie Bilanski 

Social Director: John Gorman 

Treasurer:  Greg Burroughs 

Male Sports Rep: Kevin Richmond 

Female Sports: Tracey Jungwirth 

3rd Yr Rep: Colin Kreller 

2nd Yr Rep: Vern Eder 

Grad Student Rep: Cam McCuaig 

Geophysics Rep: Bayne Assmus  

Editor: Greg Evancio 

The Events from The Concentrates & Operating Fund 

Book: 

 

• Beer changeover from Labatts to Molson brands 

• Halloween Pub 

• Enda Semesta Fiesta 

• WIUGC  (26th) in Calgary 

• Talent Night 

• Funspiel Curling Night 

• Spring Banquet  

• Ore Gangue Clothing: Leather Jackets, Conference T-
shirts 

• Bowling 

• Intramural Sports 
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  Year Summary 1989-1990  

Late Night in 465. Back Row Left to Right: Brian Szatkowski, John Gorman, Gerard Zaluski, Diana Mae King,  
Riona Bernatsky Freeman Front Row: Left to Right: Brian Pelletier, Kevin Keenan, Ailsa Le May 

WIUGC Calgary: Back Row: Greg Burroughs, Bob Tluchak, Gerard Zaluski. Middle Row: Darin Wright, 
Shawn McGrath?, Riona Bernatsky Freeman, ?, Dale Schultz, Andrea, Brian Morgan, ? Front Row: Tony 
Cadrin, Ailsa Le May, Fiona Le May, Brian Szatkowski, Angie Blianksi Simpson, Ross Zawada, Anvil 
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 1990-1991 Year Summary 

The Events from The Concentrates & Operating Fund 

Book: 

 

• Halloween Pub 

• WIUGC in Saskatoon 

• Talent Night 

• Funspiel  

• Spring Banquet 

• Car Rally 

• Ore Gangue Clothing: Sweatshirts, T-shirts 

• Intramural Sports 

The Executive: 

 

President: Colin Kreller 

VP: Angie Bilanski 

Secretary:  Kelly Skuce 

Social Director: Darren Kennard 

Treasurer:  Tracey Jungwirth 

Male Sports Rep: Greg Gudmundson 

Female Sports Rep: Karla Richards 

3rd Yr Rep: Kelly Owerko 

2nd Yr Rep: Jared Heigh 

Grad Rep: Mostafa Feyak 

Editor: Joe Dobrohoczki  
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  Year Summary 1990-1991  

From The Concentrates, 1990-1991  
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 1991-1992 Year Summary 

The Events from the Alumni or Operating Fund Book: 

 

• Pub 

• Halloween Pub 

• WIUGC 

• Lock up Your Rocks Spring Break Tour 

• Helium Pub 

• Curling Funspiel 

• Talent Night 

• Spring Banquet 

• Ore Gangue Clothing 

• Note:  Mar 25, 1992 list $750 for yearbook expense, yet no 

yearbook has ever been found 

The Executive: 

 

President: Darren Kennard 

VP: Kevan Spelay 

Secretary:  Carmen Thompson 

Social Director:  Karla Richard Powell 

Treasurer:  Jered Heigh 

Male Sports Rep:  Kelly Owerko 

Female Sports Rep: Monique Furror 

Tuffs 
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  Year Summary 1991-1992  

Top Left: Geo-Eng at Spring Banquet. L-R: Doug Stead, 
Lyndon Clark, Tom Bryski, Erik Eberhardt, Jason Doyle, 
Pat Jamieson, ?. Darren Kennard, ?. Front: Collin 
Johnson, Jeff Nyman 

Middle Left: Fundraising Event at Cheers: Clockwise: 
Cam McCuaig, Darren Kennard, Greg Gudmundson, 
Greg Burroughs, Colin Kreller, Dale Schultz, Brent 
Jellicoe, Brian Janser 

Bottom Left: Ore Gangue Office. L-R: Erik Nickel, Jered 
Heigh, Kelly Skuce, Kevin Spelay, Trevor Bohay 

Bottom: Group Picture from Curling 
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 1992-1993 Year Summary 

The Events from the Alumni or Operating Fund Book: 

 

• Pubs 

• Halloween Pub 

• WIUGC 

• Curling Funspiel 

• Spring Banquet 

• Ore Gangue Clothing 

• Enda Semesta with Biology 

• BBQ at Ukrainian Park 

The Executive: 

 

President: Jered Heigh 

VP:  Corey Belyk 

Secretary:  Marilyn Schultz 

Social Director: Erik Nickel 

Treasurer:  Trevor Bohay 

Male Sports Rep:  Brent ? 

Female Sports Rep: Crystal Quinn 
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  Year Summary 1992-1993  

Class Pictures from Angie Bilanski Simpson. No Yearbook for 
this year.  

Picture found in Ore Gangue lounge. 
Left to Right: Greg Bell, Corey Belyk, 
Rod Strait, Erik Nickel 

Front: Dwayne Morrison.  
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 1993-1994 Year Summary 

The Events from the Alumni or Operating Fund Book: 

 

• Halloween Pub 

• WIUGC 

• Curling Funspiel 

• Spring Banquet 

• Ore Gangue Clothing 

• Intramural Sports 

• Enda Semesta with Biology 

 

The Executive: 

 

President: Erik Nickel 

VP: Trevor Bohay 

Secretary:  Ian Russell 

Social Director:  Dan L’Heureux 

Treasurer:  Mike Webster 

Male Sports Rep:  Cliff Revering 

Female Sports Rep: Penny Maki 

Scott 

Editor:  
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  Year Summary 1993-1994 
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 1994-1995 Year Summary 

The Events from the Alumni or Operating Fund Book: 

 

• Halloween Pub 

• Helium Pub  

• WIUGC 

• Curling Funspiel 

• Spring Banquet 

• Ore Gangue Clothing 

• Intramural Sports 

• Enda Semesta with Biology 

• Hugh Hendry Memorial 

• Fernie Ski Trip at Huckleberry Inn 

The Executive: 

 

President: Cliff Revering 

VP:  Shannon Balzer 

Secretary:  Penny Maki Scott 

Social Director: Scott Hoemmans 

Treasurer:  Mike Webster 

Male Sports Rep: Jeff Yates 

Female Sports Rep:  Tabetha Parrack 

Stirrett 
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  Year Summary 1994-1995 

189 May 2019



  

 
 1995-1996 Year Summary 

The Events from the Alumni or Operating Fund Book: 

 

• Halloween Pub 

• Helium Pub  

• WIUGC 

• Curling Funspiel 

• Spring Banquet 

• Ore Gangue Clothing 

• Intramural Sports 

• Enda Semesta with Biology 

• Arizona Trip 

• Pub Crawl to Regina 

The Executive: 

 

President: Mike Webster 

VP: Penny Maki Scott 

Secretary:  Sophie Parsons 

Social Director: Mike Olesko 

Treasurer:  Gord Lee 

Male Sports Rep:  Earl McLaren 

Female Sports Rep: Tannis Sharp 

Grad Rep: Shannon Balzer 
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  Year Summary 1995-1996 

Top Photo: Gord Lee, Tabetha Parrack 
Stirrett .   The guy in the  back left is Justin 
Ried from U of R and the other guy is also 
U of R.  

 

Middle Photo: Cheryl Dunbar, Tabetha 
Parrack Stirrett and Penny Maki Scott.  

“ During Flin Flon 1994 field school, we 
would proceed to go to the Unwinder Bar 
after all of our days mapping was 
completed. Every day Gord Lee would ask 
our server, who we affectionately named 
“Trixie”, if they had certain brands of 
beer….that you couldn’t get in 
Manitoba.  Trixie didn’t see the humour in 
that and finally after several sessions of 
this she opened all the cooler doors and 
said “This is the beer we have”.  So all 
week we kept yelling “Hey Trixie, bring us 
another round”.  
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 1996-1997 Year Summary 

The Events from the Alumni or Cheque Stubs: 

 

• Intramural Sports (hockey, water polo) 

• Purchased Hand Lenses 

• Speakers 

• WIUGC 

• Curling Event 

• Enda Semesta 

 

The Executive: 

 

President: Mike Olesko 

VP: Terry McCallum 

Secretary:  Tannis Sharp 

Social Director:  Matt Bredner 

Treasurer:  Darren Tisdale 

Male Sports Rep:  Rob Adams 

Female Sports Rep: Tabetha Parrack 

Stirrett 
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  Year Summary 1996-1997 

Top:  Tabetha Parrack Stirrett. 
and Lisa Lysyk 
 
Middle: Boh boys - Rob Beckett, 
Scott Paddington, Thomas  
Hadlari, Rob Huck, Dan Sutton 
 
Bottom:  James Olesko, Richard 
Chabot, Albert Abeleira and Chris 
Lee 
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 1997-1998 Year Summary 

The Events from the Alumni or Cheque Stubs: 

 

• Fall Pub at King George Hotel 

• Intramural Sports (Hockey, Floor Hockey, Football, Inner 

Tube, Basketball) 

• Van rental in October 

• Hockey Game between Geology and Geo-Eng 

• Enda Semesta Fiesta 

The Executive: 

 

President: Terry McCallum 

VP: Kristen Muir 

Secretary:  Alicia Bjarnason 

Social Director:  Lisa Kooy 

Treasurer:  Josh McGowan 

Male Sports Rep: James Olesko 

Female Sports Rep: Susan Bradley 
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  Year Summary 1997-1998 

Christian Miller  

Zortman 1997 

1998. Top: Kirsten Marcia, Terry McCallum and 
Tabetha Parrack Stirrett. Bottom: Ryan Haberstock 
and Haiming Yang.  
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 1998-1999 Year Summary 

The Events from The Concentrates: 

 

• Geophysics Field Trip SEG ‘98 New Orleans 

• Geo-Eng Field Trip to AB  

• WIUGC Vancouver 

• Intramural Sports 

• Fernie Ski Trip 

• Funspiel 

• Spring Banquet 

The Executive: 

 

President: Kirsten Marcia 

VP: Greg Staples 

Secretary:  Michael Anthony 

Social Director:  Matt Breadner 

Treasurer:  David McHarg 

Male Sports Rep: Luke Ootes 

Female Sports Rep: Alicia Bjarnason/

Ellen Proudlove 

Editor: Grant Skinner 
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  Year Summary 1998-1999 

 

Top and Middle group 
pictures from The 
Concentrates, 1998-1999 
Edition. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bottom: Left to Right: David 
McHarg , Alicia Bjarnason, 
Mike Anthony, Matt 
Breadner, Kristen Marcia, 
Greg Staples, Ellen 
Proudlove and Luke Ootes 
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 1999-2000 Year Summary 

The Events from the Alumni or Cheque Stubs: 

 

• Intramural Sports (Volleyball, Hockey, Broomball) 

• Pubs 

• Hockey Jerseys 

• Ore Gangue Clothing (Caps, T-shirts, Mugs) 

• WIUGC 

• Sphincter Cup: Geology vs Biology 

• Prof’s Bowling 

• Trip in Feb (no details on where) 

The Executive: 

 

President: Luke Ootes 

VP: Anthony Williamson 

Secretary:  Douglas Lacey 

Social Director: Lela Piche Kleiboer 

Treasurer:  Rachel Gammell 

Male Sports Rep: Rob Wyatt  

Female Sports Rep: Monica Gebhardt 
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  Year Summary 1999-2000 

Les Wasyk ?, Doug Lacey, Alicia Bjarnason, Greg Helman, Paul Hoenmans  
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 2000-2001 Year Summary 

The Events from the Alumni, PowerPoint or Account 

Folders: 

 

• Potash Field trip to Allan, SK 

• WIUGC  

• Ore Gangue Crests 

• Intramural Sports 

• Pubs 

• Sphincter Cup: Geology vs Biology 

• Year End Banquet 

• Funspiel 

• Field Trips Yosemite & Death Valley 

The Executive: 

 

President: Rachel Gammell 

VP: Tim Bergen 

Secretary: Dan McCrank 

Social Director: Moran Gutek 

Treasurer: Geoff Heggie 

Male Sports Rep: Greg Anderson 

Female Sports Rep: Monica Gebhardt 
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 Year Summary 2000-2001 

Christian Miller (shouting), Albert Abeleira, Ryan (Kiersten) Mohr, and Dave Jenkinson 
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 2001-2002 Year Summary 

The Events from the Alumni, PowerPoint or Account 

Folders: 

 

• Intramural  Sports 

• Funspiel 

• Drink a town dry event, Pub crawl 

• Halloween, Xmas and Many other pubs 

• Ski Trip 

• WIUGC Edmonton 

• Bowling 

• Spring Banquet 

The Executive: 

 

President: Geoff Heggie 

VP: Tim Bergen 

Secretary:  Shannon Johns 

Social Director: Monica Tochor 

Treasurer: Rebecca Hunter 

Male Sports Rep: Ryan (Kiersten) 

Mohr  

Female Sports Rep: Faye Warrington  
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 Year Summary 2001-2002 

Top Left: Andy Yackulic, Amanda Dahl, Shannon Johns, Geoff Heggie, Alison Fitzgerald, Ryan (Kiersten) 
Mohr, (hidden??), Suzy O'Donnell, Aris Doikas, Arndt Peterhansel, Faye Warrington. Top Right: ??, Paula 
Brandt, Marilyn Clark, Kristen Fiolleau 
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 2002-2003 Year Summary 

The Events from the Alumni, PowerPoint or Account 

Folders: 

 

• Toga Party 

• Football Trip 

• Bowling with the Profs 

• Halloween Pub 

• Drink a small town dry 

• Shinny Pub 

• WIUGC Regina 

• Arizona 

The Executive: 

 

President: James Lawson 

VP: Sarah Novlan 

Secretary:  Shawna Leatherdale 

Social Director: Suzy O’Donnell 

Treasurer: Matt Kubin 

Male Sports Rep: Andy Yackulic 

Female Sports Rep: Kristie Bonstrom 

2nd Yr Rep: Terry Croteau 

Webmaster: Rob Pagin 
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 Year Summary 2002-2003 
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 2003-2004 Year Summary 

The Events from the Alumni: 

 

• Mexico 

• Drink a small town dry - Radisson 

• Sphincter Cup between Geology and Biology (we won) 

• Regina trip to “take” the President 

• Pubs 

The Executive: 

 

President: Ben Hollands 

VP: Andy Yackulic 

Secretary:  Franz Peters 

Social Director: Brad Humbert 

Treasurer: Dave Jenkinson 

Male Sports Rep: Brennon Hosegood 

Female Sports Rep: Amanda Perrot 

2nd Yr Rep: Bernadette Knox 

Webmaster: Dario Piotto 
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 Year Summary 2003-2004 

Spring Banquet 

Top Left: L to R: Andy Yackulic, Ben Hollands,  David Jenkinson, Joel Lesperance, Brennan Hoesgood. Top 
Right: L to R:  Angie and Cole Webster, James Bazin, Lance Kostiw, Terry Croteau. Bottom Left:  L to R: 
Amanda Dahl, Suzy O’Donnell, Kristen Fiolleau, Patty Ogilve-Evans, Kim Halpin, Erin Schmeling, Bernadette 
Knox, Tyler Fiolleau. Bottom Right: White Blouse beside Angie = Breanna Uzleman, Red dress = Angie 
Vangool Webster, to her left = Cole Webster, red shirt = Lance Kostiw, Maroon / dark red shirt Terry 
Croteau ... the rest are ???.  Bottom Right: table is same as top right, except from different angle.  

Below: Sphincter Cup  
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 2004-2005 Year Summary 

The Events from the Alumni: 

 

• MiniGolf 

• Curling Funspiel 

• Halloween Pub 

• Pub Crawl 

• WIUGC 

• Bowling with the Profs 

• 2 hour beer nights at the Patricia Hotel 

• Helium Pub 

• Drink a small town dry - Radisson 

The Executive: 

 

President: Brad Humbert 

VP: Amanda Perrot 

Secretary:  Brian Desgagnes 

Social Director: Bernadette Knox 

Treasurer: Dave Cedergren 

Male Sports Rep: Cole Webster 

Female Sports Rep: Jenn Kocay 

2nd Yr Rep: Rob Holben 
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 Year Summary 2004-2005 

Top Left Photo: L to R: Breanna Uzelman, Jodi (Olchowy) Derkach, Andrea Ross, Jenn Kocay - Mini Golf Pub, 
Market Mall 

Top Right Photo: L to R: Franz Peters, Amada Perrot, Cole Webster, and Fang - Mini Golf Pub, Cork and 
Bottle - Market Mall 

Bottom Left Photo: L to R: Chantel McCuaig, Erin Schmeling, Tyler Mathieson  

Bottom Right Photo: L to R: Erin Schmeling, Chad Glemser (arm wrestling), ?, Lindsay Salt (blue shirt), An-
gie Vangool Webster (arm wrestling), Nicole (Swain) McLaren (far right) 
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 2005-2006 Year Summary 

The Events from the Alumni: 

 

• Drink a small town dry - Clavet 

• Monthly 2 hour beer nights at the Sutherland Hotel 

• Monthly Token Nights ($1.50 drink nights) at the Suther-
land Hotel 

• Super Duper 4 hour beer night (GW Brewery and Win-
ston's) 

• Monthly pub nights in the OG Lounge, including: 

• Helium Pub 

• Halloween Pub 

• Bowling with the Profs 

• Valentine's Day Pub 

• St. Patrick's Day Pub 

The Executive: 

 

President: Bernadette Knox 

VP: Brenden Mock 

Secretary:  Joel Lesperance 

Social Director: Rogan Hennie 

Treasurer: Jenn Kocay 

Male Sports Rep: Tim Hoenmens 

Female Sports Rep: Andrea Ross 

Vangool 

2nd Yr Rep: Jason Kindrat 

Webmaster: Carleigh Carter 
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 Year Summary 2005-2006 

Pictures from Rob Holben. 

L to R:  

Bernadette Knox (President) 

Brendan Mock (VP) 

Caraleigh Currie (Webmaster) 

Rogan Hennie (Social Deviant) 

Jenn Kocay (Treasurer) 

Joel Lesperance (Secretary) 

Tim "Tonka" Hoenmens—Males 
Sports Rep 

GEOL 405.3 International Field Studies: South Africa 2006. L-R: Mary England, Bruce Eglington, 

Kevin Ansdell, Erin Schmeling, Ryan Cassan, Dana Pellerin, Kimberley Halpin, Brenden Mock, 

Andrew Mitchell, Laura Smith, Mark Sheetka, Bernadette Knox, Jenn Kocay 
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 2006-2007 Year Summary 

The Events from the Alumni: 

 

• Drink a small town dry - Martensville 

• 2 hour beer nights every month at the Sutherland Hotel 

• Token Nights ($1.50 drink nights) every month at the 
Sutherland Hotel 

• Pizza and Beer nights (nearly monthly) at the Sutherland 
Hotel  

• Super Duper 4hr Beer Night (Winston's and GW Brew-
ery) - The Ore Gangue was asked not to come back to 
GW after the 4 hr debacle  

• Monthly pub nights in the OG Lounge, Including: 

• Helium Pub 

• Halloween Pub 

• Bowling with the Profs 

• Valentine's Day Pub 

• St. Patrick's Day Pub 

• Note: There was a social event nearly every weekend for 
the entire year ... it was hard on the liver 

The Executive: 

 

President: Rogan Hennie 

VP: Jason Kindrat 

Secretary:  Walker Neumann 

Social Director: Erin Smart and Aris 

Doikas 

Treasurer: Jason Brasseur 

Male Sports Rep: Dan Cederwall 

Female Sports Rep: Robyn Delparte 

2nd Yr Rep: Kobi Peters and Russ 

Wildfong 

Webmaster: Carleigh Currie  

Note: 2007 and 2008 Grads were on one composite together 
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Picture from Rob Holben. L to R:   
Kobi Peters (Second Year  Rep -Geology) 
Erin Smart, now Erin Adrian (Social Deviant #1) 
Caraleigh Currie (WEBMASTER) 
Dan Cederwall (Male Sports Rep) 
Aris Doikas (Social Deviant #2) 
Russ Wildfong (Second Year Rep -Geo-Eng) 
Jason Brasseur (Treasurer) 
Robyn Delparte, now Robyn Gooler (Female 
Sports Rep) 
Walker Newman (Secretary) 
Jason Kindrat (VP) 
Rogan Hennie (President) 

 Year Summary 2006-2007 

 Lance Kostiw Chantel Dawn and Bernadette Knox 
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 2007-2008 Year Summary 

Note: 2007 and 2008 Grads were on one composite together 

The Events from the Alumni: 

 

• Super Duper 4 hour Beer Night (Winston's and The Suth-

erland Bar) 

• Several in Lounge pubs 

• Beer nights at the Sutherland Bar 

• Enda Semesta Fiesta - Hosted by Tyler Tolton-Ropchan 

The Executive: 

 

President: Erin Smart 

VP: Chad Sorba 

Secretary:  Jeri-Lynn Grabowski 

Social Director: Gavin Labelle 

Treasurer: Dan Cederwall 

Male Sports Rep: Jay Kindrat 

Female Sports Rep: Amber Doney 

2nd Yr Rep: Matthew Schwab 

Webmaster: Kobi Peters 
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 Year Summary 2007-2008 

Top and Middle: WIUGC 2008.  

Bottom:  

Enda Semesta Fiesta Keg Party 

Photos from Tyler Tolton-Ropchan. 

215 May 2019



  

 
 2008-2009 Year Summary 

The Events from the Alumni: 

 

• In Lounge Pubs 

 

The Executive: 

 

President: Amber Doney 

VP: Tyler Tolton-Ropchan 

Secretary:  Rae Keim 

Social Director: Troy Edmund-

Marfleet 

Treasurer: Matthew Schwab 

Male Sports Rep: Clint Brickner 

Female Sports Rep: Carmen Yausie 

2nd Yr Rep: Scott Elmer 

Webmaster: Joel Gartner 

Amber Doney-Sorba (left), Cassia Johnson (in back in left doorway), Maria Hale (front middle, red shirt), 
Alanna Hodgins (front right, Green shirt), Jeri-Lynn Grabowski Walton (in right doorway on the left), Danika 
Drever (back right in white shirt) 
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 Year Summary 2008-2009 

Row 1, left photo: L to R: Jordan Darbyshire , Francis Hainstock , Johnny Campbell. Row 1, Right photo: L to R: 
Chris Bridges, Riley Hutchinson . Row 2, left photo: L to R: Joel Gartiner , Jordan Darbyshire, ? , Tyler Tolton-
Ropchan. Row 2, Right photo: L to R: Marc Fafard, Troy Marfleet,, Marc Gustaffson , Row 3, left photo: L to R: 
Dave Funk, Amber Marko. Row 3, right photo: Rob Holben, Greg Baniak, Marc Fafard 

217 May 2019



  

 
 2009-2010 Year Summary 

The Events from the Alumni: 

 

• Curling 

• Rider Trip 

• Spring Banquet 

• Pubs 

• Beer Nights 

• WIUGC in Saskatoon 

The Executive: 

 

President: Joel Gartner 

VP: Tyler Tolton-Ropchan 

Secretary:   

Social Director: Peter Kirakos 

Treasurer:  

Male Sports Rep:  Shayne Rozdilski  

Female Sports Rep:  

2nd Yr Rep:  

Webmaster:  

Curling March 2010. Picture from Tyler Tolton-Ropchan. 
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 Year Summary 2009-2010 

Zortman 2009 Flin Flon 2009 

Rider Game.  

Photos from Tyler 
Tolton-Ropchan. 
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 2010-2011 Year Summary 

The Events from the Alumni: 

 

 

The Executive: 

 

President: Scott Elmer 

VP: Peter Kirakos   

Secretary:  Holly Nixon 

Social Director: Jonathon Sumner  

Treasurer: Adam Leptich   

Male Sports Rep: Kurt Suparlo   

Female Sports Rep:  Sarah Hawkes  

2nd Yr Rep: Rachel Krahn   

Webmaster: Jeff Davies   

Zortman Field School 
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 Year Summary 2010-2011 

Top: 2011 WIUGC Brandon. Bottom: Ore Gangue Coffee day vote for next council. Photos from Nicole 

Hunter.  
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 2011-2012 Year Summary 

The Events from the Alumni: 

 

• Canmore Trip 

• Clothing Order 

• Curling Pub 

• Flames Trip 

• Potash Tour 

The Executive: 

 

President: Holly Nixon  

VP: Rachel Krahn 

Secretary:  Nicole Hunter 

Social Director: Jon Sumner 

Treasurer: Ryan Schmitke   

Sports Rep: Kurt Soparlo  

2nd Yr Rep: Katia Jellicoe 

Grad Rep: Roy Rule  

Webmaster: Evan Wyshinski 

Male Sports Rep: Greg Hoemans  

From Ore Gangue Facebook Page, labelled March 2012 
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 Year Summary 2011-2012 

2011 Curling Halloween Pub and 2nd Years welcome in Geology Lounge. From  Nicole Hunter.  
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 2012-2013 Year Summary 

The Events from the Alumni: 

• Canmore Trip 

 

The Executive: 

 

President: Jon Sumner 

VP: Nicole Hunter 

Secretary:  Ty Magee  

Social Director: Katia Jellicoe  

Treasurer: Ryley Graham-Cutts  

Sports Rep: Stefan Wieclawek 

Geophysics Rep: Christine Shiels  

Grad Rep: Roy Rule  

Webmaster: Jaida Lamming  

Executive Member: Rachel Krahn  

Zortman Spring Field School (see Zortman section for names).  
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 Year Summary 2012-2013 

Geophysics Field School 2012-2013 

Bow Valley view with the Vermilion Lakes (and sleepy geologists) — at Mt. Norquay Banff.  

From Facebook 2014.  
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 2013-2014 Year Summary 

The Events from the Alumni: 

 

 

The Executive: 

 

President: Katia Jellicoe 

VP: Christine Shiels 

Secretary:  Stephanie Boulanger   

Social Director: Mike Electric   

Treasurer: Bryce Stann   

Male Sports Rep:  

Female Sports Rep:  

2nd Yr Rep: Brayden McDonald  

Webmaster:  Gleceria  Gamelin  

Grad Rep:  Meagan Gilbert  

From Ore Gangue Facebook Page, labelled Sept 2013 
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 Year Summary 2013-2014 

Flin Flon 2013. Photo from Carson Brown.  Front L-R: Stefan Wieclawek, Jori Johanson, Carson Brown, 
Dunja Gaco then James Huesner (behind with tongue out). Back R-L: Alex Benmerrouche, Johan Van 
Heerde, James Peter (?), ???, ???. ???. Rylan Elliot (Hands in air), ???????????? 
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 2014-2015 Year Summary 

The Events from the Alumni: 

 

 

The Executive: 

 

President: Brayden McDonald 

VP: James Chamberlain/Kyle 

Molyneaux 

Secretary:   

Social Director: Katrina Dorosh 

Treasurer: Amanda Bennett 

Male Sports Rep: Tim Paget 

Female Sports Rep:  

2nd Yr Rep:  

Grad Rep: Victoria Stinson 

Webmaster: Althea Mathieson 

Zortman Spring Field School (see Zortman section for names).  

228 May 2019



  

 
 Year Summary 2014-2015 

From Ore Gangue Facebook Page, labelled Group photo on a subaerially exposed (HST) 

delta plain — at Lake Louise.. December 2014 

From Ore Gangue Facebook Page, labelled 

May 2015 

From Ore Gangue Facebook Page, labelled 

March 2015 
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 2015-2016 Year Summary 

The Events from the Alumni: 

 

 

The Executive: 

 

President: Kyle Molyneaux 

VP: Kyle Snarr 

Secretary:  Aaron Wood 

Social Director: Megan Binner 

Treasurer: Katelynn Brown 

Grad Rep: Christine Shiels 

Rep: Austin Castle 

Webmaster: Kristin Ens 

From Facebook August 2015.  Dr. Jim 
Merriam (green shirt) and ????.  

From Ore Gangue Facebook Page, labelled 
Feb 2016 “Clothing order is in!!” Aaron 
Wood 
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 Year Summary 2015-2016 

From Ore Gangue Facebook Page, labelled 
Feb 2016 “ The end result of geophysics” 

From Ore Gangue Facebook Page, PDAC 2016 — Kristen Ens with Megan Binner, Kyle Molyneaux, 
Matthew Nadeau, Aidan Mowat, Aaron Wood,Steven Hammermaster, Katelynn Brown and Brendon 
Samson at Metro Toronto Convention Centre. 
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 2016-2017 Year Summary 

The Events from the Alumni: 

 

 

The Executive: 

 

President: Kyle Snarr 

VP: Katelynn Brown 

Secretary:  Aeject Sekhon 

Social Director: Andrew Martens 

Treasurer: Colton Vessey 

Male Sports Rep: Chris Sokalofsky 

2nd Yr Rep:  

Grad Rep: Brayden McDonald 

Geophysics Rep: Drew Blakely 

Webmaster: Justine Jaeb 

From Ore Gangue Facebook Page,   September 24, 2016 
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 Year Summary 2016-2017 

From Ore Gangue Facebook Page, 2016/2017 executives! Just missing Kyle Snarr and Chris Sock. — 
with Katelynn Brown,  Logan Fischer, Brayden McDonald, Justine Jaeb, Drew Blakely, Ajeet Sekhon, 
Colton Vessey and Andrew Martens.  April 2016. 

From Ore Gangue Facebook 

Page,  April 2017. 
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 2017-2018 Year Summary 

The Events from the Alumni: 

 

• Bowling Night 

• Puppy Day 

• Halloween Pub 

• WIUGC in Regina 

• PDAC in Toronto 

• Roundup in Vancouver 

• RFG in Vancouver 

• Saskatchewan Geological Open House 

• Coffee Day 

• Helium Pub 

• Ore Gangue Clothing 

• Geology Day with Brunskill Elementary 

• St.Patty's Day Pub Crawl 

• Bake Sales 

• Exec Night 

The Executive: 

 

President: Logan Fischer 

VP: Justine Jaeb 

Secretary:  Courtney Onstad 

Social Director: Oliver Horner 

Treasurer: Cody Misfeldt 

Male Sports Rep: Bryce Marinus 

2nd Yr Rep: Rebecca Kupchinski 

Grad Rep: Aidan Mowat 

Rep: Blake Ferris 

Webmaster: Mikaela Miller 

Bowling Night photo: from top 
left: Trent Piaralall, unknown, 
Blake Ferris, Jon Lafreniere, 
Chris Sokalofsky, Kevin Ansdell, 
Anny Heisler, Joyce McBeth, 
Oliver Horner    middle: Cody 
Misfeldt, Logan 
Fischer, Courtney Onstad, 
Justine Jaeb    bottom: Mikaela 
Miller  
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 Year Summary 2017-2018 

Flin Flon 2017  

Top Row L to R: Connor Sands, Courtney Onstad, Andrada 
Ciulavu, Robbie Mohrbutter, Justine Jaeb, middle: Mikaela Miller, 
Aidan Mowat   
Bottom Row L to R: Oliver Horner, Bryce Marinus 

Robbies L to R:  Robbie 
Mohrbutter & Robbie Suffern 
 

Zortman Spring 2018 
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 2018-2019 Year Summary 

The 85th Concentrates deadline did not allow for incorporating the full year from the 2018 to 2019 

school year.  We look forward to the students capturing the events for this year and updating us at 

the 85th reunion.  

Top Photo: From Ore Gangue Facebook Page,  
Your 2018-2019 Executive Committee! 
 
President: Logan Fischer 
Vice-President: Oliver Horner 
Social Deviant: Simran Kharal 
Treasurer: Lyndsay Hauber 
Sports Rep: Bryce Marinus 
Grad Rep: Courtney Onstad 
Secretary: Rebecca Kupchinski 
Web Wizard: Mikhail Chutskoff 
Marketing Maverick: Drake Meili 
APEGS: Talissa Louie 
Geophys: Leah Bohlken 

 

Bottom Photo: Flin Flon Fall 2018 
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 Year Summaries 2018-2019 

To the students of 2019 

through 2034. Capture your 

photos, mementos and 

stories. The Ore Gangue will 

be celebrating its 100th in 

2034! 

Top Photo:  From Bowling Night, Sept 2018. 
 
Bottom Photo: From the first Beer Night this 
year. Students cannot have in-lounges on 
campus anymore :(. 
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Introduction 

Where did the students travel?  The Geological Sciences students were fortunate to have 

the opportunities to travel as a student as part of the department's curriculum or for informal 

education during spring breaks and conferences. The travels often resulted in very entertaining 

stories, some hangovers and lots of laughs. Many banquet awards have their origins from these 

various student travels.   

The earliest student field trips were recorded in the scrapbook, which started in the 30s, when 

Mawdsley would take the students to Battleford. The first field trip organized by the Ore Gangue was 

to the Eagle Hills and North Battleford in 1937. 

The next trip documented was 1953 Montana trip, which evolved into the core Field School of 

Zortman.  Flin Flon was added in the late 70s as a second field school. The Geophysical students 

and Geological Engineering students had their own curriculum related events. 

Occasionally, the students embarked on ski trips, mine tours and other weekend adventures. We do 

not have any documented pictures for this publication, but we look forward to hearing your stories at 

the Reunion.  

Student Travels 
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Introduction 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In 1979, the students made a proposal for an Ore Gangue field trip during Spring Break (1). From 

1980 to mid-2000s, there were many such events, organized by the students and supported by the 

department, that ventured to Oklahoma, Mid Western States or to Mexico.  

In the 60s, the Ore Gangue was instrumental in starting the Western Inter-University Geosciences 

Conference (WIUGC) conference, with the first being held in Saskatoon. The WIUGC is an annual 

student-run conference that alternates between universities across Western Canada. WIUGC 

represents an opportunity for students from across Canada to share their research, ideas, and 

more.  

In 2000s, Dr. Pratt took the students to on an informal trip to Drumheller for Facies Model class. In 

recent years, Drumheller has been a trip associated with Luis and Gabriela's Sequence Strat 

course, and not a separate course. In 2012, the students went to Canmore on a Apegs Ore Gangue 

trip.  

1. Annual Field Trip Proposal, Dept notes, Dec 14, 1979.   
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Transportation 

How did the students get to their destinations? Most of the time by car, bus or van. The 

night before often affected the students as they attended the trips.  A few exceptions required train 

or plane travel.  

 

 

 

 

Student Travels 

Zortman via cars 1977 Ron McKellar Pic 

Zortman 1979 via Ore Gangue Bus. See the Ore 
Gangue bus section for more information about 
this vehicle.  

Flin Flon 1980 via vans 

Archives picture: UASC, 
MG135_Box1_Photos_1937-[1959]_012.  

Location and year unknown.  

Train to WIUGC in Thunder Bay,  From 1984-

1985 The Concentrates. 
School bus? Early 2000s? 
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Transportation 

Student Travels 

 Oklahoma 1987  

WIUGC  From 1987-1988 the Concentrates. Note: 
most  trips ignored the prohibition on the buses. 

Arizona 1992 

Early 2000s 
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Student Travels 

Ore Gangue Bus 
By John Fedorowich 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It  was in 1975, by a wonderful collaboration, that the Ore Gangue Bus came to be. The idea of the 
Ore Gangue Executive was to have their own transportation for field camps and conferences. To 
make this happen, they purchased a used school bus, and negotiated with the Head of the 
Department of Geological Sciences, Dr. Glen Caldwell, to accept it as a gift. Dr. Caldwell was 
instrumental in stick-handling the issue so that the bus was actually donated to the University rather 
than the Department of Geological Sciences. In Dr. Caldwell’s usual eloquent style, he described the 
circumstances in the December 9, 1975 MEMORANDUM to “All members of the Department of 
Geological Sciences”: 

“You will all be aware, I am sure, that for the last year the Ore Gangue has been raising 
heads with a view to purchasing a second-hand school bus to be given to the University for 
the exclusive use of the Department of Geological Sciences and such other parties as it may 
decide upon. I have had numerous meetings with the Ore Gangue about this matter and have 
helped the society to meet the University’s requirements for acceptance of the gift.  The Ore 
Gangue hopes that the bus will be used to service the field camps and that, in this way, more 
of the travel budget will be available for additional field excursions and for faculty travel. It is 
an ambitious undertaking and I think the Ore Gangue deserves our thanks and our support. 
You will be pleased to learn that a bus was purchased earlier this month (December 1975) 
and is currently being serviced. When this has been done the Ore Gangue will paint it 
(University and Ore Gangue crests on the side) and will install a P.A. system. We trust the 
bus will be ready for the Western Inter-University Geological Conference in Edmonton in 
January; it certainly should be available for the field camps next year.” 

The keys to the Ore Gangue Bus were presented at the Annual Banquet to Mr. Jack Pringle, the 
University Comptroller. From then on, the maintenance of the bus was the responsibility of the U of 
S Buildings and Grounds. This seemed to work well for a few years. The bus was used for field trips 
to Zortman Montana and other places (see photos). 

 

Possibly Dave 

Lesiuk and Ron 

Lamby. Picture 

from Dr. 

Stauffer's pho-

to album from 

Zortman 1979.  
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Student Travels 

Ore Gangue Bus 
By John Fedorowich 

My first encounter with the Ore Gangue bus was in 1984. 
Somehow the Ore Gangue Executive got word that I had a 
Class 1A licence, and I was approached by Dave Nordin, Ore 
Gangue President, to see if I would drive the bus on some 
excursions. He let me know that the University wanted to unload 
it if it was not getting used. We went together to meet with Merv 
Harrison at the Buildings and Grounds compound where the bus 
was stored. Merv examined my driver’s license, approved our 
use of the bus, gave me the keys, and told me where it was to 
be parked. The bus was a 1965 GMC model that could seat 
about 30.  It ran fine (except for the gas gauge), and looked 
great in the green and white Ore Gangue colours. 

As I remember, we made at least three trips with the bus in 
1984. The first was to a Geology Conference in downtown 
Saskatoon. More people went than would have otherwise. I still 
remember the reactions of the students who first saw it (“wow”, 
“this is ours?”, “great paint job!”, “incredible”,  “cool”…). Another 
Ore Gangue trip was to a Saskatchewan Roughriders game in 
Regina. The entire Saturday was a hoot.  The third trip was to 
Regina for the Annual Saskatchewan Geological Survey Open 
House in November. I remember the minus 25-degree night 
when we returned, driving against a stiff bitter wind. The heaters 

were, you may say, satisfactory. The defroster for the front windshield was fighting hard to keep up 
with the frost, but toes in the back had to suffer. I remember that we ran out of gas, but I had a gerry 
can to top it up. The bus needed a 100m push when the battery could not quite restart it. We got 
home alright, aside from the frostbite in the back. 

I do not know how much longer the University kept the bus after I graduated that Fall of 84. 
However, I do know that for as long as the bus lasted it was a typical Ore Gangue thing – it ran on 
collaboration, working smart, and having fun. 

John Fedorowich, Ph.D., P.Geo.  

Ore Gangue Member 1981-84, 1987-94 

Bus Driver John Fedorowich from 
The Concentrates, 1983-1984  

From The Concentrates, 1984-1985. Left: 
Bus Driver John Fedorowich. Right: 
students having fun 
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Ore Gangue Bus 

 

From Don Chipley: ” I don't remember 

much of driving the bus.  Must have been 

uneventful, for me at least.  It was Sam 

Wing who decided that I should do the 

driving, or at least that's who asked me to 

drive, for WIUGC but I don't remember if 

that was Banff or somewhere else.  Garry 

Tether also drove the bus at that time.  I 

know we shared the driving to WIUGC in 

Banff.  A lot of water under the bridge since 

then, or should I say beer down the 

throat.  Maybe that's why I can't remember 

much.” 

 

 

 

Student Travels 

Pictures from Dr. Stauffer's photo album 
from Zortman 1979.  

 

Top: Bus Driver Don Chipley 

 

Middle—From left clockwise:  Lachlan 
McLeod, Meridee Fockler??, Tony Van 
Winkoop, Hayden Brown (I think), Jim 
Warner (blue checked shirt), ??, Tom Ross 
(end of left seats), ?? (beginning of right 
seats at back), Dave Lesiuk, Rick Merkel, 
Mark Haughey (red shorts), Ron Lambie, 
Denis Sokoloski  

 

Bottom—From left clockwise:  
Laura Kleiman ??, ?? guy in orange shirt 
could be Ket Tong Tiong, Pat George, Hay-
den Brown (I think), Jim Warner (blue shirt 
facing backwards), Dave Lesiuk (on right 
hand seats at back)  
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Ore Gangue Bus 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

End of the Bus  

 

“During my last year of school I remember something being brought up about the bus behind the 
engineering building and it was being disposed of. Up until that point I had never heard of the Ore 
Gangue bus” - Tracey Jungwirth 1988-1992 student 

“ I just remember that my first executive (1992?) we dearly wanted to resurrect the bus for one last 
trip somewhere. Trevor Bohay would remember this, as he was one who really wanted to get it 
going. To my knowledge it was still in our possession at that point but parked out behind the 
engineering building. Ultimately we couldn’t get it running because of the “split rims” that it had on it, 
at least according to some of the older guard like Lumpy (Darren Kennard) or Gord Bowers. So it 
wouldn’t have been able to be licensed without getting new wheels.  So we must have disposed of it 
some time after that. As far as I know, in 1994 when I left, it was still sitting back there.” -  Erik 
Nickel, 1990-1994 student 

 

From the 1984-1985 Concentrates.  Regina Bus Trip. 

Standing: John Fedorowich, Dave Nordin, 

Sitting: Anne Benz, Jon Fennell, Darcy Marud, Gary Linassi, Matt Rees, Brent Jellicoe, Parson Chang 
and Tom Yates 
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Student Travels 

Ore Gangue Bus 

Ore Gangue Team  

President Brad Taylor was the main push behind get-
ting the bus up and running.  

Ray Robertson had a lot to do with renovating the bus. 

The rest of the executive during the 1975-1976 school 
year included: VP Daryl Cook, Social Director Ron 
McKellar and Secretary Karen Jordan.  

From the Ore Gangue accounts book 1971-1996, there 
are a few entries that may be associated with this new 
bus. They include: spray paint, parts for bus, parking 
fine, brushes, paint and a first aid kit.  

Inside the front cover of this accounts book we see a 
new bus motor was installed Jan 6, 1977.  

 

Source and year of this article to the left is 

unknown. Found inside coil bound book 

containing photocopied pages from the 

Greystone Yearbooks.  

The dot matrix article below is from the 

Ore Gangue Manual, written by the 50th 

President Gary Linassi, Rex Johnstone, Da-

vid Nordin and Matt Rees. It was found in 

the Geological Sciences basement.  
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Geo-Tour: Tour of the Cory Potash Mine 
Saskatoon Winter 1972  

by Allan Willy BSc. Adv. 1972, Post-Grad Diploma 1976  

 

The Cory Potash mine tour was unique in that the mine is located very close to Saskatoon at a 
distance of seven kilometres to the west and sunk deep into the soft rocks of the Mid-Devonian 
rather than into the hard rocks of the Precambrian Shield, typical of the usual geologist mine tours.  
Quite a few Ore Ganguers went on this tour (see photo 1) led by Dr. David Mossman, our economic 
geology professor. 

 
All of we attendees donned our white coveralls and miners’ hard hats (see photo 2) and were 
herded into a mine cage that looked more like an elevator in a high rise building, unlike a hard rock 
mine cage where the shaft face whisks by with water dripping on you as you rattled down to the 
netherworlds! The amazingly quiet Cory cage dropped quickly to the potash zone about 1000 
metres down, past the Blairmore Formation at about 350 metres which presented one of the major 
problems for shaft sinking on Saskatchewan potash mines.  This Formation was about 100 metres 
thick and saturated with brackish water and sand requiring the development of a way to freeze the 
zone and sealing it off with concrete before shaft sinking could progress to greater depths and the 
potash mineralized zone. 

  

Student Travels 

L to R: Mine Manager (?), Jim Parres, Dr. David Mossman, Chuck McCormick, Steve Ewaskiw, 
Marilyn Truscott, Neil Thiessen, Charlie Harper, Norm Holton, Dayle Matthews (deceased), Al 
Willy, Gary Billingsley, John Pearson and Fred Foster.  Picture from Al Willy. 
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Geo-Tour: Tour of the Cory Potash Mine 
Saskatoon Winter 1972  

by Allan Willy BSc. Adv. 1972, Post-Grad Diploma 1976  

 

Upon exiting the cage there were wheeled man carriers with a driver up front and two benches 

facing each other each carrying four persons.  In 1972, the mining areas were located about 2-3 

kilometres out from the shaft (much further I believe today) and the carriers sped down tunnels 

about 3.4 by 3.4 metres in size.  Whenever a cross tunnel was approached, a metre-long rope hung 

down from the back (ceiling) located about 30 metres from the intersection.  Whilst bombing along at 

quite a speed, the driver would yank on the rope to turn on a red light in the cross tunnel to warn 

other drivers he was coming through, an underground traffic light!  On the other side, a similar yank 

would turn the red light off in the other tunnel. Each time the dangling ropes threatened to whack 

one or another of we Ore Ganguers in the face! 

 

As we were travelling down these tunnels to the working face, we stopped for an explanation of the 

chevron style of potash mining.  The tunnels we travelled down were mined out stopes and not just 

carrier passageways.  In some areas the potash zone could be structurally unstable and the backs 

in time would bulge down due to the high underground rock pressures above and eventually fail in 

the corners to cause the tunnel to collapse.  This would make it necessary to use another tunnel or 

repair the collapsed one.  The chevron method consisted of feathering by driving short angled 

tunnels 9 metres wide by 3.4 metres high by 60 metres long on either side of the main passageway 

and spaced 50 to 100 metres resulting in a look much like a feather.  The pressures on the main 

passageway would be relieved by the short tunnels and would give a much longer life to the main 

passageway.  Sometimes, the miners would support the short tunnels by using timbers like rail ties 

cribbed up to the back to provide longer life before the short tunnels collapsed.  I saw one tunnel 

collapsing in where the timbers on the crib in one corner were squeezed from about 20 down to 5 

centimetres wide.  There must 

have been some rock pressure in 

that short tunnel and guaranteed 

no Ore Ganguer put a foot in 

there! 

 

Student Travels 

L to R: Peter Boyle, John Pearson, 
Charlie Harper, Fred Foster, 
Jim Parres, Chuck McCormick, 
Gary Billingsley (kneeling). 
Picture from Al Willy. 
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Geo-Tour: Tour of the Cory Potash Mine 
Saskatoon Winter 1972  

by Allan Willy BSc. Adv. 1972, Post-Grad Diploma 1976  

 

At the mining area, they were operating a tunnel 

boring machine with two to three big grinding heads 

covering an area of about 3.5 by 3.5 metres and 

would peel off 5 to 10 centimetre pieces of potash 

ore.  The pieces were collected by the machine and 

dropped onto a high-speed conveyor belt which 

rapidly carried the ore back down another 

passageway to the second shaft housing the skip 

which carried the ore rapidly to the surface and the 

mill for processing.   

We were able to collect some nice potash ore 
samples and Marilyn Truscott found some blue halite 
which she deemed to be very rare indeed. We 
retraced our steps, shed our miners gear and 
commented on how damn thirsty we were being in 
that salty environment for a couple hours.  Of course, 
some of us being true Ore Ganguers, met at 
Sutherland Pub for a few brews to wash away the 
salt and talk about the tour. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As a side note:  Adrian Leuschen, a geological engineering student specializing in geophysics, 
started working on a thesis entitled “Microseismic Emission from Stressed Rocks” in 1970.  I believe 
he worked with Dr. Gendzwill and the field area was the Cory potash mine.  The geology department 
used to have late Friday seminar series where geology graduate students could present on their 
research.  I remember Adrian presenting on his research using the title “Squeaking Rocks” rather 
than the boring title “Microseismic Emission from Stressed Rocks”. Apparently, in the coal mines of 
Wales, a few minutes or hours before a coal mine would cave in the rats would run out of the mine 
adits because they could hear the high-pitched creaking of the rocks.  This would warn the miners to 
get out ASAP.  Adrian was placing geophones in poor ground areas of the Cory potash mine and 
researching whether or not microseismic waves could predict back failure in mines similar to Welsh 
coal mine rats. I don’t know if Adrian actually completed that thesis or even if he was an Ore 
Gangue member, we did have several geological engineers in our group, but it was an interesting 
research topic and I do remember he was quite intelligent and humorous.  I learned Adrian suddenly 
passed away in 2003 at age 56. 

Student Travels 

Potash Mine Tour Group. L to R: Jim Parres, Dr. 
David Mossman, Marilyn Truscott, Neil Thiessen, 
Norm Holton, Dayle Matthews (deceased), Al  
Willy, Gary Billingsley (back to camera), John 
Pearson, Fred Foster. Head behind Marilyn’s 
right shoulder, which might be Garnet Turcotte, 
who was also on that trip. Picture from Charlie 
Harper.  
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Geo-Tour: Potash Mines 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Any other Student Travel Events?  

Send us the story and/or pictures 
and we will send to Archives to 
capture for the 100th Edition of 
the Concentrates.  

Top and Middle: 2011 Ore Gangue Potash 
Tour.  Bottom Right: 2013 Ore gangue 
Potash Tour. Photos from Nicole Hunter.  
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Geo-Tour: O O O Oklahoma!  
My Somewhat Fuzzy Memories 

By Meridee Fockler 

 

The Ore Gangue set off in two vans from Saskatoon in the afternoon of Thurs Feb 14, 1980 bound 
for Ardmore, Oklahoma. With a rotating set of drivers, we were able to drive both day and night. My 
memories of the southbound trip are of being in the middle of nowhere North or South Dakota and 
being low on gas. The debate swirled as to whether we should drive faster to get to the gas station 
quicker or slow down and get better fuel mileage! Given that we were young and stupid, speed won 
and we pulled in with teaspoons of gas in the tanks. As we got closer to Ardmore someone realized 
that everyone but the driver could drink beer and our progress was impeded by numerous bathroom 
breaks along I-35. And my final memory is of extreme back discomfort from sitting for hours and 
hours on end on super uncomfortable seats in a van that was not designed for long trips…remember 
that this was before the mini-van was born! 

We were put up in a large house in Ardmore owned by the Noble Foundation, which was affiliated 
with Samedan Oil. George McLeod, father of Lachlan (one of our classmates), was our host and 
benefactor. We spent several days touring the geological and other sites of southern Oklahoma and 
many of us had our first taste of authentic southern barbeque. One evening we made a field trip 
across the state line into the Great State of Texas to sample beverages at a local bar. Needless to 
say, at least one person over-indulged and the trip home was filled with angst and drama! 

The highlight of the week was a trip to a rig in the Gulf of Mexico generously sponsored by 
Samedan. We drove to Dallas, boarded a private jet (yes!), flew to Corpus Christi, TX and climbed 
aboard a work boat for the short voyage to the platform. I do recall Mel Stauffer turning an 
unfortunate shade of green! We were swung out over the GOM as we were lifted by a crane from 
the deck of the boat onto the platform. A total blast! After touring the facility, it was back to Dallas on 
the jet. We took some time to head up the Reunion Tower for the fabulous night views.  

My abiding memory (really more like a nightmare!) of the trip home is that the US hockey team won 
The Miracle on Ice at the 1980 Lake Placid Olympics. We listened to a lot of radio and were 
constantly being informed of the “miracle” that had occurred. Cue gag reflex! The other memory is of 
hitting the ditch somewhere in northern North Dakota on an icy highway as we were pressing a little 
too hard to get home. Fortunately, we went straight in, didn’t flip and were pulled out by a generous 
trucker who stopped to give assistance. 

It was indeed a trip of a lifetime for many of us. One province, six states, the Gulf of Mexico, and 
over 3,000 miles or 4,800 km round trip in vehicles ideally unsuited for that distance! And especially, 
the hospitality and generosity of Mr. McLeod and Samedan. 
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Geo-Tour: O O O Oklahoma!  
My Somewhat Fuzzy Memories 

By Meridee Fockler 

Student Travels 

Top Photo: Back from left: Robin Gajadharsingh, Tom Ross, Karen Keily, Pat George, Mark Haughey, 
Meridee Fockler, Hayden Brown, Victor Noble, ?, Mark Larsen, Ron Lambie, Derek Gunn, ?,? Howard 
Zorian, Jon Hoess. Kneeling: Hugh  Hendry, Mel Stauffer, ?, ?, ?, Gary Tether. From The Concentrates, 
1980. 
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Geo-Tour: O O O Oklahoma!  
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From The Concentrates, 1980-1981  
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Geo-Tour: O O O Oklahoma!  
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From The Concentrates, 1980-1981  
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Geo-Tour: Grand Canyon Field Trip 1982 
By Matt Rees 

In 1982, the Ore Gangue organized an ambitious trip to the south-west United States, well-led by 
Mel Stauffer, that covered just about every imaginable geo-tourist stop along the route: Yellowstone, 
Craters of the Moon, Bryce Canyon, Zion Canyon, Arches National Park, Meteor Crater, the 
Petrified Forest, and of course the grand-daddy of them all, the Grand Canyon (excuse the 
inexcusable pun)!  Whew, anyway, a lot to pack into the roughly 2 weeks (?) we had, plus the long 
drive south and back again. 

We all set off in late spring, in 2 or 3 (?) 
rental vans (I don’t think the old Ore 
Gangue bus was fit for the long trip at the 
time?).  I don’t recall any serious road-
related incidents, thankfully, but the drive 
was dominated by many stops at 
McDonalds and a serious case of us all 
talking with “Mc” in front of every second 
word, to the point of near lunacy.  I’m 
looking at you Milt!  Also other travel 
highlights like realizing with horror we had 
to be 21 to buy beer in Utah, and that I 
could almost fully stretch out and take a nap 
in the side-door well.  Given the long hours 
of driving, the last was certainly a highlight 
for me; I don’t recall who did all the driving, 
but I’m sure we didn’t thank them enough! 

It would be impossible to describe the whole trip in detail given the limited space (and limited brain-
power), but a few events do stand out.  Unfortunately,  my memory of our first (?) stop at 
Yellowstone is strictly limited to a group photo in front of Old Faithful, as I think that is all now 
blended with more recent 3rd year field school trips? 

At Craters of the Moon in Idaho, I well recall Mike Jerema and another stalwart Ganguer (one of the 
Kellys I think?) easily lifting a huge metric-sized block of scoria over their heads, the centuries-old 
little pines bravely growing out of a little fissure in the endless basalt, as well as wandering thru the 
lava tubes, like something out of a sci-fi movie set (“Aliens” anyone?). 

Both Bryce and Zion were spectacular but walking thru the multi-coloured canyons of Bryce was 
especially beautiful.  Certainly, I had the poster on my wall for a long time afterward.  I don’t recall 
that we descended at all at Zion, but I do remember it seemed to be a heck of a long way down, and 
damn-near vertical in places, so likely a wise choice to stay on the rim unless you had serious 
repelling gear (or a freaking parachute)! 

Finally, the big event, our “assault” on the North Rim of the Grand Canyon, descending the trail on a 
glorious day to our staging area, Bright Angel campground.  Not quite “up” there like an assault on 
K2, but so far pretty momentous to a bunch of flat-landers from the Prairies.  Here we dropped our 
camping gear, minimal as it was, for the short descent to the mightily muddy Colorado River, just in 
time to see a big group of rafters and kayakers shooting down the spring run-off swollen waters.  
Now that is the way to see the Grand Canyon, yee-haw!  After splashing about a bit and revelling in 
making it down to the river alive, I recall dutifully collecting a piece of Proterozoic-aged Vishnu schist  

Student Travels 

Group Picture 1982. Pictures from 70th  and 75th Reun-
ion PowerPoints 
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Geo-Tour: Grand Canyon Field Trip 1982 
By Matt Rees 

 

for the growing rock collection.  And yes, I just came across it recently in a box of packed-up rocks 
that had remained unopened thru two or three household moves, just like most geologists have in 
their basements or garages! 

After crashing overnight, exhausted from the day’s fun and activity, we began the long haul back up 
the canyon wall, trying to take in the spectacular geology and Mel’s informative commentary 
between gasps for air (at least the smokers!).  “Hey, wait up guys!”  It’s funny, but I really don’t 
remember dodging all the huge, bright-yellow puddles of donkey and/or mule piss (never mind the 
animals themselves) on the way down?  Just the effect of “initial enthusiasm” or is it possible we 
took a different route up?  There is that fuzzy memory problem again…I should have brought some 
high-paid consultants in on this write-up obviously.  No time and no funds, just like the industry! 

I think we were on the way home again (not sure exactly when during the trip it occurred), but I 
vividly recall the evening that the wind kicked up something fierce and blew almost all our tents 
down!  Some tents, that weren’t pegged down I guess, almost gracefully tumbling thru the air like 
crazy kites, dozens of feet off the ground, contents and all.  After the recovery operation, abundant 
orifice-related sand removal, and 
some hastily “jury-rigged” repairs to 
tent poles, we all stood in a circle and 
took swigs out of the only remaining 
alcohol the group had, Kim’s souvenir 
bottle of Tequila, complete with worm, 
until it was gone.  I have forgotten who 
got the worm though...thank god for 
small miracles...and thanks again Kim, 
we certainly needed it that night. 

Student Travels 

Camping Picture 1982. Pictures from 
70th  and 75th Reunion PowerPoints 
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Geo-Tour: Grand Canyon Field Trip 1982 
By Matt Rees 

 

The rest of the trip back is a bit of a blank, perhaps thankfully, likely due to the alcohol-induced loss 
of too many brain cells, but for me, the trip was one hell of an introduction to some of the important 
Paleozoic and Mesozoic (and some Cenozoic!) geology of the continent.  Being a very naive “hard-
rocker” at the time (and still am), I didn’t really think I’d use much of that information in my career, as 
of course I firmly knew the “important” rocks ended at about 540 Mya!  Oh, how the following 
decades would show me just how wrong I was. 

Cheers, Matt 

 

Footnote: I am not sure who the student organizers of the trip were, have forgotten, but thanks again 
to them and to Mel for his efforts, leadership, and sharing his knowledge along the way.  With more 
time I could have researched it more, perhaps for the 100th Anniversary edition!  Like a few of the 
other writers in this special anniversary edition of the Concentrates, my memory of the trip is more 
than a little fuzzy; I must admit that I had to dig out the old Kodachrome slides to help jog some 
additional memories, but I apologize if I have forgotten any other stops, or significant events, or 
gotten any facts like, just totally freakin’ wrong.  Please contact the editor with complaints!  

Student Travels 

Matt Rees at Grand Canyon 1982. Pictures from 70th  
and 75th Reunion PowerPoints 
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Geo-Tour: Grand Canyon Field Trip 1982 

Student Travels 

From The Concentrates, 1982-1983 
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Geo-Tour: Oklahoma 1986 
By Carey Galeschuk 

 

Well where did it all start? George McLeod came to the U of S to present 
funds to start the George McLeod Chair in geological science. George 
was an Ore Gangue alumnus.  While he was given a presentation, one 
of the Ore Gangue members (I believe it was Mike Komarevich) asked 
why he did not invite the Ore Gangue down to Ardmore, Oklahoma for 
Spring Break as was done in the past when his son Loch was attending 
geology at the U of S. George’s reply was if we could make our way 
down then we would be guests of Samedan Oil Corporation.  

 

So, on a cold, -30° C something February morning a bus I believe of 31 pulled away from the 
Geological Department in Saskatoon. At that time, we were still in the back of the engineering 
building. It was early, we were weary and tired, and the bus was quiet. I think it started about at the 
Saskatoon city limits, but someone pulled a 40 of rye (I think it was Don) from their coat. That was 
the moment that reality gave way to about 10 days of pure fun. As soon as one bottle came out, 
many more followed. I cannot speak for others, but I was done by Davidson, we apparently stopped 
at McDonald’s for food in Regina and I say apparently as I found food tucked into my Ore Gangue 
jacket when we were approaching Estevan. Okay yes, I may have of had a little to drink but so did 
the rest….I think. Anyway, part two of the change 
in reality was when we went across the US 
boarder and of course the first stop was a liquor 
vendor. The reader may notice that alcohol will 
pop up a few times in this trip write up but we did 
see some rocks….really. So everyone is going 
into the vendor and you hear words like do you 
want to split on a case of beer, however once in 
the store the price was so cheap people were 
coming out with 24’s on their shoulders.  

 

Okay so a lot of beers were drunk but how else 
would we have had Spiderman contests climbing 
along the luggage racks in the bus or dancing in the 
aisles. Hats off to our bus driver for dealing with us. 
As for myself, I sat in the back of the bus, strangely 
the same spot I choose when I was in class. The 
back did party hard and I am sure there may have 
been a more civilized section at the front of the bus. 
The bus trip itself was a party. 

Student Travels 
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Geo-Tour: Oklahoma 1986 
By Carey Galeschuk 

It took us a few days to get there so I believe we 
overnighted in Pierre, South Dakota and Wichita, 
Kansas. Our trip however was a challenge to a few 
as we seemed to bother hotel security more than we 
should have but, oh well. Yes, we did try to swim in a 
pool full of snow but it did seem normal at the time. I 
remember we had a thing about swimming pools. 
Anyway, when we arrived in Ardmore, Oklahoma, we 
were guests of Samedan Oil and it even made it into 
the newspaper. We were treated as kings and 
queens by everyone we met in Ardmore. The trip 
became about beer, food and geology. I believe I put 
on something like 10 to 15 pounds from that trip.  

George took us on some great adventures to a land rig in Texas, 
field trips to study the Arbuckle Mountains, fossil hunting, travertine 
deposits and the final aspect was an offshore rig in the Gulf of 
Mexico. As to the food, there was everywhere “all you can eat” and 
we took advantage of that. Several of us almost broke the record 
for the “All You Can Eat” steakhouse. Well at the Gulf of Mexico we 
spend a great day on the beaches of Corpus Christi. George 
McLeod made us feel like rock stars. He flew us all from Ardmore 
to Corpus Christi in private Leer jets.  

 

So we get into the jet and the pilot says “George says you guys like 
to drink, the bar is in the door”…So we land in Corpus Christi and there are limos waiting for us and 
the touring engineers George provided us says “George says you guys like to drink” and he opens 
the trunk and pulls out a shopping bag of beer. Yes, we did need to make a beer stop before the 
beach so maybe George was right. That night we partied hard but maybe too hard as we had to go 
out on the ocean the next day and some were not too happy with their state of existence, but the 
good news is everyone survived (the Ore Gangue always survives) and all had a good time.  
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Geo-Tour: Oklahoma 1986 

Student Travels 

Black and white photos from The Concentrates, 
1985-1986 . Color photos from Carey Galeshuk 
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Geo-Tour: Oklahoma 1986 
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Black and white photos from The Concentrates, 1985-
1986. Color photos from Carey Galeshuk 
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Geo-Tour: Lock Up Your Rocks Tour ‘92 
By Tracey  Jungwirth 

Now, how did this field trip start? I have no idea who suggested the tour, but I certainly ran away 
with organizing it. This was probably the most interesting (and certainly the strangest and absolutely 
most enjoyable) holiday that I have ever been on. For me, it will probably never be matched! I have 
no regrets planning it, though a few of my committee members are probably glad that they have 
never had to work with me again.  "TREVOOOOOOOOOR!!!!!" 

Let's start with the interesting. We covered 8800 km in 
10 days, visiting the wonders of the American Four 
Corners: the place where Utah, Arizona, New Mexico, 
and Colorado all meet. The year is forever immortalized 
in our Lock Up Your Rocks ’92 T-shirts. For a prairie girl 
from Saskatchewan, I think the highlights for me were 
the White Sands Desert and Carlsbad Caverns, both in 
New Mexico. Mel Stauffer had suggested those stops 
and I am so grateful for that - though I doubt that Mel 
expected us to be so crazy at the White Sands. The 
desert’s dunes are pure gypsum sand – unrefined 
drywall plaster. I never got a copy of Jared Heigh’s 
video, but I seem to remember it captured many of us 
giggling madly as we rolled down the dunes.   At White 
Sands, we created new sports: sliding down the slopes, 
leaving "tracey" fossils, and filling our underwear with 
sand (which slowly sifted to the bus floor after we left).  
At Carlsbad Caverns, the limestone features, carved by 
sulphuric acid, were a fascinating sight, but we all 
groaned at the Mel joke: “the Stalagmites go up, so the 
Stalactites go down”. 

The trip highlights are too numerous to describe, but I 
still remember screaming "that’s the front cover of our 
Bogg's Sedimentary text book!" Then there was Kelly 
Skuce and Ian Russell explaining an unconformity with their bodies sprawled on outcrops at Zion 
Canyon in Utah. The snow at Sunset Crater and the Grand Canyon invited many snowball fights. 
Meteor Crater near Flagstaff made a big impact, but I think we had the most fun hanging out at the 
Apollo capsule at the nearby visitor center!  

Trevor Bohay looked after paying the hotels. I can still see him with that black briefcase. After the 
windshield episode, perhaps he should have been checked for a concussion.  Some strange things 
happened on our tour, but we’ll let GeoJoe's poem describe them. (Why did the tattoos start?) 

What made this so enjoyable? The camaraderie, the shopping, the drinking, the silliness...only the 
Ore Gangue could provide such a fun event. Maybe the stereo and VCR didn’t work, but the 
students generated great entertainment! I wonder if it would be the same sort of fun now since there 
is so much technology to distract us from being “creative” in filling our time.  

The Route 
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Geo-Tour: Lock Up Your Rocks Tour ‘92 
By Tracey  Jungwirth 

A "friend" suggested that I organize a reunion trip. Twenty-five years later, I wouldn’t want to stay at 
Budget or Motel 6 Inns!  And my liver couldn't handle that much alcohol. (How much beer did 
Molson give us? We had to drink it all before we got to the US border!)  I am sure that all the bus 
companies have notes about us. They’ll never do another tour organized by me without taking a 
MASSIVE deposit. And I admit, after the Blue Goose event, I’m terrified to travel with a busload of 
Ore Ganguers across the border. Yes, a very sick Bug Chick urgently ran out the bus door and past 
the officer at the Canada-US crossing. Bus Driver Ed casually nudged the bus forward, so the 
customs officer didn’t step in it. I honestly believed that we would be held at the border forever.  

I am so glad the Ore Gangue could do such a trip. I am extremely grateful to my volunteer 
committee and to the department for allowing us to take this adventure. The Lock Up Your Rocks 

Tour became one of my 
most memorable events 
of my student years. 

The Trip Outline! Oh , 
look another Tracey typo. 
It is 1992 not 1991.  

267 May 2019



  

 

Geo-Tour: Lock Up Your Rocks Tour ‘92 

 

 

Student Travels 

 

 

    
 

  

   

  
 

 
   

268 May 2019



  

 

Geo-Tour: Lock Up Your Rocks Tour ‘92 
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Geo-Tour: Lock Up Your Rocks Tour ‘92 

 

 

Student Travels 

Bottom left: Ian Russell and Kelly Skuce demonstration geological features. Right: Kelly being Kelly.   

Left - Tracey Jungwirth Tour Organizer; Middle - Dwayne Morrison, Cory Belyk, and Jered Heigh; Right—
Trevor Bohay Treasurer 

Middle Left: T-shirts created to immortalize the trip. Middle Right: The fine dining experience at the back of 
the bus. From left to right: Angie Bilanski Simpson, Dwayne Morrison, Erik Nickel, Karla Richard Powell, 
Jered Heigh 
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Geo-Tour: Lock Up Your Rocks Tour ‘92 

Student Travels 

From Left to Right: Tom Bryski, Lyndon Clark, 
Dwayne Morrison, Darren Kennard, Crystal Quin 
and Curtis Kramchynski 

Left to Right: Michele Innes, Darlene George, Laurel 
Schmidt, Leona Schmidt and Kerry Klassen 
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Geo-Tour: Lock Up Your Rocks Tour ‘92 

 

 

Top Left to Right: Anvil , Darren Kennard, Curtis 
Kramchynski, Corey Belyk and Mel Stauffer 

Middle Left to Right: Penny ?, Erik Nickel, Kelly Skuce, 
Ian Russell and Bus driver Ed 

Bottom: Kelly Skuce and Erik Nickel 

Top: Karla Richard Powell, Trevor Bohay and 
Angie Bilanski Simpson 

Middle: Corey Belyk 

Bottom:  Nicole Pellerin, Dwayne Morrison, 
Lyndon Clark and Darren Kennard 

Bottom: Lyndon Clark, Erik Nickel and Darren 
Kennard 
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Geo-Tour: Lock Up Your Rocks Tour ‘92 

 

White Sands National Monument, 
New Mexico.  

Left Column from Top to Bottom: 
Karla Richard Powell, footprints, 
Jered Heigh, Darlene George, 

Tracey Jungwirth (being buried). ?, Marilyn Schultz and the “Tracey” fossil.   

Middle Column from Top to Bottom: Assorted  Students, Darren Kennard and Curtis Kramchynski rolling 
down the hill, Angie Bilanski Simpson tobogganing and Boris Benko on the road. 

Left Column from Top to Bottom: Tracey Jungwirth cartwheeling, Lyndon Clark and Tom Bryski chasing 
Darren Kennard and assorted students playing in the water.  
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Geo-Tour: Arizona 1996 

 

L to R: Tabetha Parrack Stirrett, Penny Maki Scott, ?, Michelle 
Witherspoon  

Penny Maki Scott 

L to R: ?, Darren Tisdale and Greg Bell 
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Geo-Tour: Arizona 1996 

Student Travels 

Group at the Grand Canyon. 

L to R:  Penny Maki Scott, Darren Tisdale, Tabetha Parrack Stirrett, Shannon Balzer 

and ?. Sitting from Left to Right: ?, Terry McCallum, Louise Shannon, Gord Lee, Greg Bell 

Cindy Miskolzci, Terry McCallum, Louise Shannon, 

Gord Lee and Greg Bell.  
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Geo-Tour: Arizona 1996 

 

 

 

Highlights: 

•Drove thru Montana, first stop Idaho, then 
Utah, New Mexico, Arizona, Colorado, 
South Dakota, North Dakota then home. 

•Driving for 22 hours straight and trying to 
sleep in aisle only to have spilt beer roll up 

to you on the floor. 

•Drank Cedar City Utah bar out of rye, 
vodka, gin. Only bar in town then.  

•Almost got kicked out of hotel in Flagstaff 
Arizona 2x. Had to stay there 2 nights.  

•Walking down streets of Albuquerque re-
calling an episode of Cops “Bad boys bad 
boys, whatcha gonna do? “ 

•Couldn't climb Devils Tower because we 
arrived in the dark.  

 

Hat time! 

 

Top L to R: Darren Tisdale, Pat Sterling, ?, 
and Gord Lee. 

Middle: Mike Webster and Greg Bell 

Bottom: Jamie Kowal and Shannon Balzer 
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Geo-Tour: Arizona 1996 

Items found in boxes labelled for Archives. 

All the geological papers provided by Mel Stauffer from 
this trip can be found under Appendix D.  
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Geo-Tour: Arizona 1998 
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Geo-Tour: Arizona 1998 

Hoover Dam: Top: Donna, Kevin, Mark, Brad and Geoff Claypool 

Right: The Monument to the workers who created the Dam. The 
figure was copper. And oxidized to green. 

Below: the Dam 
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Geo-Tour: Arizona 1998 

 

 

Grand Canyon: 

Top: Students looking down 

Right: Alicia Bjarnason, Renee Brickner and Kirsten 
Marcia  

Bottom: Alicia Bjarnason 
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Geo-Tour: Arizona 1998 

Left: Pamphlets 

Bottom Left:  Devils Tower. Geoff 
Claypool and Alicia Bjarnason  

Bottom Right: ? 
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Geo-Tour: Death Valley 2000 

 

 

Only item we have that indicates a field trip to Yosemite and Death Valley in 2000. If you have further 
information, please let us know! 
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Drumheller 2002 

 

 

Andy Yackulic, Chris Wurster, Dave Jenkinson, Dario Piotto , Mike McCubbing, Amanda Dahl, 
Brad Humbert, Brennen Hosegood and Ben Hollands 
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Geo-Tour: Arizona 2003 
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Geo-Tour: Arizona 2003 

From the PowerPoint dated 2002-2003 
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Mexico: Modern Reefs Field School 2004 

By Dr. Bill Patterson 

During my first year and a half at the University of Saskatchewan, I told a number of travel/fieldwork 
stories to geology majors. A group of students approached me about taking them into the field. I 
suggested Mexico because it is relatively inexpensive, nearby, and safe. As word spread the 
number of students interested increased. Ultimately, a total of 38 people went to Mexico’s Quitana 
Roo state on the eastern Yucatan Peninsula. We camped on the beach at X’pu-ha. While in Mexico, 
I offered a series of lectures on the wildlife, plants, marine life, and cave dwelling organisms. We 
took several snorkeling trips in the ocean and the freshwater cenotes (sinkholes). Students also had 
the opportunity to snorkel in the Dos Ojos 
cenotes, and observe cave formation in 
action. We also visited X’caret where the 
students could snorkel through the 123,000 
year-old Pleistocene reef that was deposited 
during a previous glacial lowstand (lowered 
sealevel by 100m). In addition to the marine 
and fresh water snorkeling, students were 
taken to an eco-preserve where they were 
introduced to jungle wildlife and cored a 
freshwater marl lake. 

As a region important to ancient humans, we 
also explored three Mayan city states. Cobá 
is the most primeval, Tulum the simplest and 
only Mayan ruins on the shoreline, and 
Chitchen Itza (Chichén Itzá), dominated by 
the pyramid of Kukulcán. Chichen Itza was a 
large pre-Columbian city built by the Maya people of the Terminal Classic period. 
The archaeological site is located in Tinúm Municipality, Yucatán State, Mexico. Chichen Itza was a 
major focal point in the Northern Maya Lowlands from the Late Classic (c. AD 600–900) through 
the Terminal Classic (c. AD 800–900) and into the early portion of the Postclassic period (c. AD 900
–1200). The site exhibits a multitude of architectural styles, reminiscent of styles seen in central 
Mexico and of the Puuc and Chenes styles of the Northern Maya lowlands. The presence of central 
Mexican styles was once thought to have been representative of direct migration or even conquest 
from central Mexico, but most contemporary interpretations view the presence of these non-Maya 
styles more as the result of cultural diffusion. This is one of the most visited ruins in Mexico, with 2.6 
million visitors in 2016. 

Students were also treated to a re-enactment of a Maya Ballgame, which is a branch of the 
Mesoamerican Ballgame, is an athletic event that was played throughout the Maya civilization. The 
Maya civilization was spread out throughout much of Central America. One of the common links of 
the Mayan culture of Mexico, Guatemala, Honduras, and Belize is the game played with a rubber 
ball, about which we have learned from several sources. Maya ballgame was played with big stone 
courts. The ball court itself was a focal point of Maya cities and symbolized the city’s wealth and 
power. The playing arena was in the shape of an I with high platforms on either side of the court 
allowing for large numbers of spectators. Portable stone court markers known as hacha usually 
depicting animals or skulls were placed around the arena. The game was played for 2 weeks. The 
goal of the game was to bump a rubber ball through a hoop on the side of the court. Players had to 
move the ball with their hips as touching the ball with your hands was forbidden. 

Student Travels 

286 May 2019



  

 

Mexico: Modern Reefs Field School 2004 

Anonymous 

 

• Professor Bill Patterson and Brian Pratt 

• The University required the students to be on anti-malaria medication. This caused quite of bit of 
hallucinations, nightmares and fighting amongst students. Though the van full of beer may have 
also contributed to these events. 

• Professors left two days earlier with their expensive direct flights. The students were left behind 
to pay for the camping before taking a long, 2-day, convoluted but cheap flight home via Cancun-
Mexico-Vancouver-Edmonton-Saskatoon.  

• Patterson has left what he thought was enough cash to pay per tent. As the students went to 
pay, the “locals” demanded that they pay per student not per tent. As a result of being 
significantly short of cash, the students had an emergency meeting of the troups to figure out a 
plan. One suggestion was making a run for it during the night, but the scary looking local 
Mexican Prison, and creepy critters in the bush deterred the students from following that 
suggestion. The students instead elected to drive to town and withdraw cash from a few 
student’s emergency credit cards. They paid off the Mexicans and were allowed to leave. 

• The two days flight required sleeping on some airport floors, which the local security officials 
decided was not acceptable. Kicking in the ribs and a few good Mexican curses were applied to 
the sleeping students.  

• The formal receipt from the campground was written on a napkin. It took a bit of convincing of the 
University to reimburse the students for the “tent” fees.  

• A new award was created from this field school called the Senior Pindejo Award and was given 
to the student who was the most “interesting” on the trip.  

Student Travels 

Bill Patterson leading the students.  
Bill Patterson lectures the students. 
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Mexico: Modern Reefs Field School 2004 

 

 

 

 

Student Travels 

Back: Andy Yackulic and Bill Patterson no shirts.  
Front: Brenden Mock, Ben Hollands and Terry 
Croteau. 

Matt Kubin, Andy Yackulic, Dave Jenkins, Bill 
Patterson 

Bill Patterson explaining to students 
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Mexico: Modern Reefs Field School 2004 

Student Travels 

Dave Cedergren, Dave Jenkinson, Ben Hollands, 
Brennen Hosegood 

Ben Hollands, Melissa McMillan,  ?, Lindsay Salt 

Brian Pratt, Kim Halpin, Matt Kubin, Patty Oglilvie Evans, 
Bernadette Knox, Melissa McMillan, Terry Croteau, Kim Halpin 
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Mexico: Modern Reefs Field School 2004 
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Adam Csank, Kim Halpin, Patty Ogilvie Evans, ?, Matt 
Kubin 

From Left to Right: Brennan Hosegood, Dave 
Cedergren, Local, Dave Jenkinson, Ben Hollands. 

Brennan Hosegood, Dave Cedergren & Dave 
Jenkinson. 

Students relaxing.  
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Mexico: Modern Reefs Field School 2004 

Student Travels 

Dave Jenkins, Brennen Hosegood and Ben Hollands. Bill Patterson and Patty Ogilvie-Evans 

L-R : Kristl Tipton, Melissa McMillan, Lance Kostiw, 
Andy Yackulic, Kelly Evans, Matt Kubin  

Kristl Tipton, Terry Croteau, Brennan Hosegood, Dr. 
Patterson , Dave Jenkinson, Dave Cedergren, Keith 
Dodsworth, Amanda Perrot.  

L-R:  Brenden Mock, ?, Jen Kocay, Matt Kubin, Patty 
Ogilvie-Evans, Lindsay Salt, Kevin Hicks, Bernadette 
Knox,  Terry Croteau 
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Drumheller 2004 

Student Travels 

CD Labelled Drumheller 2004 

Top Left: Mapping Crew 

Top Right: Brendan Mock in the Dinosaur 

Middle Left:  Erin Schmelling (L), Jenn Kocay (M), 
Bernadette Knox (R) 

Middle Right: Bruce Weibe (L), Bernadette Knox (M), 
Adam Czank (R) 

Bottom: Adam Czank 
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Geo-Tour: South Africa 2006  

The first time a new course, GEOL 405.3 International Field Studies, was offered was in 2006. The 
course name was designed so that it could be used for “any course that provided an opportunity for 
students in the Department to visit, examine and understand classic geological features in different 
parts of the world. In addition, the students are exposed to different cultures and environments, and 
will be more able to realize the important connection between the Earth and its resources and the 
political, economic, cultural, and social aspects of a region”. The first formal course was to northern 
South Africa from April 21st to May 12th, 2006, led by Bruce Eglington and Kevin Ansdell. 

 

The geological highlights of the trip were visits to: the oldest (2 billion years) and largest meteorite 
impact site (Vredefort Dome - World Heritage Site); 3.5 billion year old greenstone belt (Barberton); 
type exposure of mantle-derived ultramafic volcanic rock, komatiite (Komati River); deepest (3.1 km) 
and largest underground gold mines in the Witwatersrand basin (Mponeng, Kopanang); largest 
layered mafic intrusion in the world (Bushveld Igneous Complex); best exposure of chromite and 
magnetite layers in the Bushveld (Dwars River National Monument); underground platinum mine 
(Bafokeng) and open-pit diamond mine (Venetia); 2 billion year old mountain belt (Limpopo orogen); 
3 million year old remains of early humans (Sterkfontein Caves - World Heritage Site). 

 

 

Student Travels 

Participants at Dwars River with chromite seams in the background. Left to right: Ryan Cassan, Brenden 
Mock, Bruce Eglington, Dana Pellerin, Andrew Mitchell, Bernadette Knox, Erin Schmeling, Mary England, 
Laura Smith, Mark Sheetka, Kimberley Halpin, Jenn Kocay. Photo taken by Kevin Ansdell 
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Geo-Tour: South Africa 2006  

Student Travels 

Blazing hot day on the 3 billion-year-old Sand River 
Gneisses in the Limpopo Belt 

Elephants at Kruger National Park. 

Relaxing at Khumala Game Lodge, and waiting for 
the braai food 

Entrance to Sterkfontein Caves. 

All dressed up for the Kopanang gold mine. 
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Geo-Tour: South Africa 2006  
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The group underground. Pictures provide an 
indication of conditions (especially one in a 
stope). Photos from Bruce Eglington.  
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Geo-Tour: South Africa 2006  

Student Travels 

Riding the conveyor belt to get 
underground at Bafokeng.  

Riding the safari vehicle at Venetia mine.  

From Bruce Eglington: The elephant shot is 
the closest I could find because when it came 
to look in the window, everybody stopped 
taking photographs.  
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Geo-Tour: Texas New Mexico 2006 

 

Student Travels 

Left Picture:  

Top Far Left - Christa Kernohan (top left, grey tank 
top & Black shorts) 

Top Middle Left - Mike Giasson (dark ball cap, light 
blue T-shirt) 

Top Middle Right - Tim Haugen (red T-shirt) 

Top Far Right -  Walker Neumann - Black cowboy hat 

Middle Far Left - Megan Boutin (green pants / blue 
shirt) 

Middle, middle left - Virginia ??? (Black tank top, 
black ball cap) 

Middle, Middle Left - Tom Papineau (light grey/beige 
sun hat dark grey shorts 

Middle, Middle Right - Bonnie Munchinsky (light blue 
tank top, black shorts, back pack) 

Bottom Middle - Christine Austman (white t-shirt, 
green/grey sun hat) 

Bottom Right - Kyla Poelzer (white bucket hat, nearly 
lout of frame) 

Right Picture:  

Far Left - Greg Baniak (yellow ball cap, jeans) 

Robyn Delaparte (black tank top) 

Kara Sandney (white ball cap with pony tail lout 
the back, not looking at the camera) 

Riley Hutchinson (no ball cap, grey t-shirt) 

Tim Haugen (dark ball cap) 

Perry French (backwards yellow ball cap) 

Christine Austman (very bottom laying down) 

297 May 2019



  

 

Geo-Tour: Texas New Mexico 2006 

Christa Kernohan (white shirt, ball cap 
with pony tail out they back), Nadine 
Pearson (black shirt, yellow sunhat), 
Seyi Abe (black guy, red shirt), Chris-
tine Austman (green sun hat, sitting 
beside Seyi), Rogan Hennie (red Ban-
dana), Riley Hutchinson (no hat, be-
side Rogan), Greg Baniak (yellow ball 
cap), Patricio Desjardins (red t-shirt, 
ball cap, and backpack), Mike Giasson 
(Grey t-shirt, sweat stains), Megan 
Boutin (blue t-shirt, looking away from 
camera), Tom Papineau (light grey/
beige sunhat), Rob Holben (dark ball 
cap, sunglasses looking towards cam-
era slightly), Michel Rego (sunhat and 
hand by face looking out over the val-
ley), Tim Haugen (dark ball cap, looking away from camera, sitting beside the yellow ball cap), Perry French 
(yellow ball cap, far right hand side of photo) 

 

 

Middle, Front, Left - Greg Baniak 
(yellow ball cap), Immediately to the 
right of Greg - Kyla Poelzer (light grey 
bucket hat) 

Front Row, Middle - Rogan Hennie 
(Red Shirt, green army hat), Front row, 
Right - Christa Kernohan (Navy pants, 
bent over) 

Middle, Right side - Robyn Delaparte 
(orange tank top) 

Middle, far Right side - Kara Sandney 
(white tank top) 

Middle of the photo - Kyle Ford 
(brown shirt and shorts) 

Middle of the photo -  Seyi Abe (black 
guy in blue track suit jacket) 

Middle of the photo - Rob Holben (immediate right of Seyi, red surveyors vest) 

Top, Left - Perry French (Yellow ball cap, facing camera using a hand lens) 
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Geo-Tour: Texas New Mexico 2006 
 

Left-Right 

Mike Giasson 

Rob Holben 

Kyla Poelzer 

 

 

 

 

 

Front Left - Kyle Ford (Brown T-shirt, ball 
cap) 

Front, Middle Left - Greg Baniak (yellow 
ball cap), Riley Hutchinson - immediately 
above Greg, Rob Holben -  Surveyor's vest 

Mike Giasson (light blue t-shirt, immediate 
right of Rob), Tom Papineau (immediate 
right of Mike), Middle Left -  Bonnie 
Munchinsky (light blue Tank top, bent 
over), Kara Sandney (white ball cap, white 
tank top, back pack) 

Back, Left - Patricio Desjardins (red t-shirt, 
backwards hat, backpack) 

Back, Right - Perry French (yellow ball cap) 

Front,  Far Left - Mike Giasson (grey shirt, 
navy ball cap) 

Front, Left - Rob Holben (surveyor's vest, 
cowboy hat) 

Front, Middle - Kyle Ford (Navy T-shirt, dark 
ball cap) 

Front, Right - Megan Boutin (tank top, back-
pack, dark hair) 

Middle - Virginia Chostner (pink tank top) 

Middle, Top - Nadine Pearson (Yellow sun-
hat) 
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Geo-Tour: Utah 2007 

 

 

 

 

 

Back Row, Left to Right: unknown grad student 
from Argentina, Terra Berry (husky T-shirt), Kendra 
Ford (White Tank top), Jarrod Hermes, Greg 
Baniak (black shirt, glasses), Devon Schmidt 
(transformer shirt), Scott Prodahl (white shirt), 
Travis Pastichuck, Amber Doney (holding Talisman 
sign), ???, Walker Neumann (cowboy hat holding 
sign), Tom Papineau (blue shirt), Javier ??? - 
Spanish Grad student (red shirt), Christa Kernohan 
(green tank top), Jason Madwid (green and beige t
-shirt), Patricio Desjardins (rusty orange shirt), 
Solange Asolo (striped tank top), Luis Buatois (U of 
S Professor) 

 

Front Row, Left to Right: 

Darrel Long - Professor from Ontario (Bearded 
guy) 

Alanna Klassen (blue shirt), Fallon Clarke (blue and 
white bandana), Dane Bachiu (very front, navy T-
shirt), Keith Bodnerchuck (light green ball cap), 
Brett Hunter - 2 tone ball cap, Rob Holben (Brown 
T-shirt), Erin Smart (White tank top, leaning on 
Rob), Mike Giasson (Navy T-shirt), Jason Brasseur,  

Hussam El Taki (grad student from Lebanon), 
Beatriz Bádenas (professor from Spain) 
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Student Travels 

Pictures from Jason Madwid 

Top 3 photos - Canyonlands National Park 

Bottom 2 photos - Zion National Park  
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Geo-Tour: Utah 2007 
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Pictures from Walker Neumann 

Top, Right - post-Desert Death March Recovery 

Middle, Left - Desert Death March #314 

Middle, Right - Trilobite Hunting 

Bottom, Right - Bryce Canyon  
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Geo-Tour: Utah 2007 

Student Travels 

Pictures from Tom Papineau 

Top, Left - Canyon Land National Park 

Top, Right - Canyon Land National Park, Kurt 
Oatway giving thumbs up.  Kurt suffered a spinal 
cord injury ~4 hours later at Arches National Park 
and is now a world class Paralympic Downhill Skier 
and Olympic Gold medalist. 

Middle, Left - Shoreline of Great Salt Lake 

Middle, Right - Outcrop juggling lessons instructed 
by Patricio Desjardins (TA, and U of S grad student) 

Bottom, Left - "Fossilized" sand dunes on Desert 
Death March #167 
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Geo-Tour: Utah 2007 

Student Travels 

Pictures from Amber Doney  

Middle, Right - Prelude to Desert Death March #4 ... at this point we still looked liked we were enjoying 
ourselves, prior to Dr. Pratt crushing our spirits and enthusiasm with 387 more Desert Death Marches. 

Bottom, Left - Random roadhouse bar and grill near Green River, and the Book Cliffs, Central Utah  

 

“We had spent the day hiking to the outcrop in the Book Cliffs, where Exxon geologists first 
described various Sequence Strat regimes analogous to parts the Gulf Coast.  A random Roadhouse 
was encountered and it was decided that we would stop for supper and beers.  All of the group was 
enjoying beers and conversation, when a group of people (about 5-6) invaded our space and 
interrupted all of us.  They accused us of being rowdy geology students from Canada, and then told 
us to shut down the noise.  It turns out that they were joking around with us as they were 
geologists from Exxon (Houston Office) and one of them was an Ore Gangue Alumni.  They were on 
a company field trip to see some of the same locations that we had been seeing.  After about 5-
10mins of visiting, they left ... but before they did, the head "executive type" ordered us another 
round of drinks, and also paid for our entire supper and drink tab.” - Rob Holben 
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Geo-Tour: Utah 2007 

Student Travels 

Pictures from Jason Brasseur 

Top, Left - Desert Death March #269 

Top, Right - Geology Studs Calendar Shoot ... never 
made it to publishing, however. 

Middle, Left - Zion National Park 

Middle, Right - Desert Death March #213 

Bottom, Right - one of the Book Cliffs Sequence 
Strat Columns as described by Exxon in the 1980's, 

near Green River, UT. 
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Geo-Tour: Canmore 
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Geo-Tour: Canmore 

Bow Valley view with the Vermilion Lakes (and sleepy geologists) — at Mt. Norquay Banff.  From Ore 
Gangue Facebook  page labelled 2014.  
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 Geo-Tour: Asturias Field Trip  

April 2018.  Labelled Students working in the 
museum. 

April 2018. 

April 2018. 
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Geo-Tour: Asturias Field Trip  

Student Travels 

Photo Tag 2018 Photo Tag 2018 

Photo Tag 2017 Photo Tag 2018. Labelled Hora del geo-show. 
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 Geo-Tour: Asturias Field Trip  

Photo Tag 2018 Photo Tag 2018 

Photo Tag 2018 Photo Tag 2018 

Photo Tag 2018 Photo Tag 2018 
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Field Trips 

Any other Student Travel Events?  

Send us the story and/or pictures and 
we will send to Archives to capture for 
the 100th Edition of the Concentrates.  

From time to time there would be a day trip to 
the Subsurface Geological Laboratory in 
Regina, as part of the fourth year course in 
petroleum geology. Here, Prof. Braun with the 
students in 1991. Photo from Brian Pratt.  

 

L-R Facing Camera: ?, Dr. Braun, Greg 
Gudmundson, Paul Graham, Colin Kreller, 
Harlow Blixt, Joe Dobrohoczki , Ange Bilanksi 
Simpson, Jackie Weber Gorman, Kelly Skuce 

L-R Backs to Camera: ?, ?, ?, Wayne Laturnas 

Front Right Blue shirt: Terry Eichinger. 
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Zortman Field School & Related Stories 

Zortman Field School– It was the best of times it was the worst of times… 

By Rob Holben, P.Geo. 

Zortman, MT., is a legendary venue that has been an integral part of the Ore Gangue history for a 
very long time.  The very first documented trip to the Little Rocky Mountains took place in 1953. 
With the financial assistance provided by Tidewater Associated Oil Company and transportation via 
a Government of Saskatchewan bus.  All who participated found the trip to be a resounding 
success, and without knowing provided the ground work for decades worth field school stories.   

In an article written about this first excursion, some very striking similarities should be noted from 
1953 that were very similar to my field school in September of 2005 (and likely many more than just 
mine!).   

Student Travel 

Trailer #7, Zortman Hotel and Garage, 2005 – Home Sweet Home to Rob Holben (Author) and 
Mike Giasson Zortman Field School, September 2005.  
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Zortman Field School & Related Stories 

Zortman Field School– It was the best of times it was the worst of times…  

By Rob Holben, P.Geo. 

In 1953, the bus was intercepted on the road near Malta by Sherriff Leverson of the Malta Sherriff’s 
Department, however he was there only to escort the group to a supper put on by the Malta 
Chamber of Commerce.  In 2005, many of us had a series of conversations with local law 
enforcement as well, nothing bad or unpublishable … however, not nearly as polite and cordial as 
an invite to supper.  Being that my field school was post- 9-11, the conversations with the border 
patrol were interesting to say the least, as security was still very much at a heightened state. 

In 1953, Zortman was described as “a typical abandoned mining town, consisting of two bars and 
one grocery store; needless to say, the well-worn path didn’t lead to the grocery store”.  Fast-
forward to 2005, Zortman had returned back to an abandoned mining town after a brief reprise in the 
1970’s and 1980’s where mining became a short lived main-stay for the community.  During my 
time, there was still only one grocery store which served the ideal purpose of selling TV dinners, 
beef jerky, and of course beer.  I am sure that there were other things for sale, but most of us found 
these three things provided 98% of our sustenance.  One key difference was in the fact that in 1953 
there were 2 bars, but on my trip, there was only the “Saloon” and its attached restaurant (located 
across from the jail), and another restaurant that only opened up because we were coming to town.  
As noted in 1953, the “well-worn path” lead to the bars, and as all of us Ore Ganguesters know … 
that hasn’t really changed.  One thing that has changed has been the drink of choice.  The article 
recalls a comment from one student who decided that his demise “wasn’t the 15 Blackberry 
Brandies, it was the Crème de Menthe that did the damage”.  Well on my trip, it wasn’t the15 beer, it 
was the maraschino cherries soaked in locally sourced moonshine that did the damage! 

The 1953 Zortman trip was a field trip with “Show and Tell” stops through out it.  The first stop was 
near Kyle, SK. where one Mr. Jansen from the Soils Department gave very informative lecture about 
soils to the Gangue.  Once in Zortman and after setting up base camp, there were stops that 
included a traverse of the entire Pre-Cambrian to Tertiary exposed geologic section, hikes into 
Lodgepole Canyon to view the type sections of the Lodgepole and Mission Canyon Formations, and 
Ruby Gulch where the Ruby Gold Mine and Mill where located.  There were a few more show and 
tell trips that took place in the late 1950’s culminating in 1962, where the first field school (for credit) 
took place.   

Zortman 2005 Pictures Rob Holben 
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Zortman Field School & Related Stories 

Zortman Field School– It was the best of times it was the worst of times…  

By Rob Holben, P.Geo. 

 

A question was posed to Dr. Mel Stauffer as to the origins of the field school, and an amazing chain 
of emails transpired between himself, and Dr. Glen Caldwell regarding Zortman.  Below is the 
rendered down version of the story from Glen to Mel.  

“Mel:  Apologies for the tardy reply.  Now, regarding, Zortman…  You are quite correct in maintaining 
that it began as a long weekend trip at the beginning of term.  My first one or two such jaunts were 
to southern Saskatchewan, arranged by Harry Edmunds, who took us by way a stop at The Elbow of 
the South Saskatchewan to see the Bearpaw Shale and collect some of its magnificent fossils.  
Then we continued on to Swift Current, and then across country to visit one or more of the 
Mississippian oil fields in the vicinity of Weyburn, where Shell or Tidewater employees took us out to 
see wells in production.   Next stop, Estevan to see the open-cast strip mining of the Palaeogene 
coal deposits.  We stayed the night in Estevan if I recall correctly.  We always had a trip south to 
Roche Percee to see a few impressive exposures of the Ravenscrag.  About this time, Walter 
Kupsch accepted the suggestion of a Shell geologist whom he knew -- a Jim Clement, to attend a 
Montana Geol. Society/Wyoming Geol. Society/ Williston Basin/, Alberta Society of Petroleum 
Geologists or some permutation or combination of these field excursions to the Little Rockies to see 
The Williston Basin sequence superbly exposed.  Walter went, and came back enormously 
impressed with what he saw, and this proved to be a real eyeopener.  It was then that we organized 
our first long weekend trip there.  Roddy Byers got in the act with structures, Walter Kupsch waxed 
eloquently on Cenozoic and glacial-margin geomorphology, and I dared to show that one could 
identify and date any major formation from its fossils, never mind basic lithology!  We were all 
exceedingly enthusiastic about Little Rocky Mountains as an ideal training ground (with good 
reason, I have never seen a better) and the half-course was nearly ready to be launched.  I cannot 
with any confidence put dates on my first weekend or the first camp, although I do remember that 
Harry Edmunds, Mabel, and I went down to Zortman to make arrangements for the first camp, with 
me driving Harry’s huge Dodge V*, which had tailfins in excess of 6 feet!  1962 sticks in my mind as 
being the first camp.  Best Wishes, Glen” 

Over the years the field school has seen changes from being a field trip to a course for credit, the 
time of the year that the course has been offered has also changed over time.  Originally the field 
trip was held in the fall, but once it became a credited course, it was changed to the spring.  Dr. M. 
Stauffer returned the course to a fall field school due to several years of very unpleasant weather in 
the spring.  Occasionally, as the ebbs and flows of student enrollment changed, so did the Zortman 
Field school.  There have been several years where the enrolment was so high that two field 
schools have been needed to accommodate so many young and eager minds.  For several years 
geological engineers also made the trip to Zortman to play in the mud and build little bridges and 
pretend to be superior … you know engineering stuff!  For several years, the Zortman Field school 
also included trips to Yellowstone National Park and the Chico Hot Springs for a relaxing swim.  A 
fancy dinner was also included for several years at the “lavish” hotel near Yellowstone, this dinner 
was hosted by the professors who were along on the trip. 
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Zortman Field School & Related Stories 

Zortman Field School– It was the best of times it was the worst of times…  

By Rob Holben, P.Geo. 

 

Many of the battle-scarred stories have been passed down over the years, some involve borrowing 
local’s cars without permission, being questioned at gun point by locals, misuse and removal of local 
signage, legal counsel provided by the university’s very own legal department, and of course rolling 
boulders down the sunny slopes of the mountains!  Other stories involve the re-burial of Pete 
Zortman, his wake and subsequent hootenanny at the Saloon.  Timeless photos of classmates in 
and around the Zortman Jail, the beautiful church on the hill, and of course sharing time and 
memories with the Kalal family who have been a part of Zortman and the Ore Gangue field trip for 
several decades.  Various members of this family’s ancestors have seen many of the antics 
provided by their favorite group of Saskatchewan based students.  Some of the current Kalal family 
members (John and Candy) have even been known to show students how to pan for gold.  Over 
time, the Kalal family have been owners of saloons, hotelier’s, restaurateur’s and staples of the 
community for several generations.   

Many stories of Zortman cannot be published due to the obvious, such as names, situations and 
legal ramifications, but they can all be enjoyed over a beer!  But one thing is certain, Zortman 
provides an envelope of memories for nearly all Gangusters, including myself.  I fell in love with the 
town on my field school and proceeded to take my “city girl” wife there to go hiking on 
Remembrance Day weekend in 2005.  Even the border guard thought I was nuts in doing so.  He 
figured I was lying, as he told me … “You’re goin’ ta Zortman??  You mean, like, Zortman, 
Monnntana (in an American twang/drawl)? …. Hell, no one EVER goes to Zortman … ‘cept this odd 
ball group a’kids from some university.”  I admitted that I was one of the odd ball “kids” and I was 
taking my wife for a romantic weekend of hiking, and that is when the suspicion really started.  He 
firmly told me “Now, son, you best stay put in your little car, and pop the trunk … I just want to have 
a little look-see…”  Now you can be assured that he was mighty surprised to find surveyor vests, 
clothes, rock hammers and of course a couple of copies of the infamous air photo of the Little Rocky 
Mountains.  He seemed disappointed when he didn’t find any dead bodies or carcasses or 
excessive amounts of smuggled contraband.  However, once my wife and I reached town, we did 
find the contraband … it was the moonshine at the saloon.  And well, we found the carcasses in the 
form of 30 or more dead deer hanging off the backs of trucks in town due to hunting season.  This 
“really impressed” my city girl wife!!!  I don’t 
really recommend hiking the Little Rocky 
Mountains during hunting season … 
especially with a city girl.  

Rob Holben, July 13, 2018 

 

 

Romantic weekend away - Rob Holben 

(Author) and Shelley Wilson (Wife), 

November 12, 2005 
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Zortman Field School– It was the best of times it was the worst of times…  

By Rob Holben, P.Geo. 

"Go west young man, and grow up with the country." - John Babsone Lane Soule in an 1851 
editorial in the Terre Haute Express.  This 
quote represents the many early 
American westbound settlers, 
adventurers and of course fortune 
seekers.  Oliver Peter Zortman was one 
such man.   

Pete Zortman was born in Union Deposit, 
Pennsylvania on December 6, 1865.  In 
his mid twenties, Zortman began his trek 
west in search of gold.  In 1887, on his 
road west, he worked in the Black Hills 
prospecting for gold before arriving in 
Montana.  Around 1894 Pete arrived in 
the Little Rocky Mountains and 
constructed his first cyanide mill in Alder 
Gulch in 1897.  The newly formed gold rush town was named Zortman with some level of 
controversy.  Around 1902, Zortman and Tom Carter (business partner) constructed a 120 ton/day 
mill in Ruby Gulch.  By 1907, Zortman expanded his milling operations to 300 tons/day.  Fires took 
place in 1912 and destroyed the mill, but by 1914 Zortman rebuilt a bigger mill yet … 600 tons/day.  
Aggressive mining in the area ceased from 1918-1922 due to the Great War.  Pete Zortman was 
known as one of the few men to attain a small fortune from his mining activities in the Little Rocky 
Mountains. 

Very little is recorded about the detailed life and times of Pete Zortman.  Documents show that in 
1903, Pete joined the Masonic Lodge in Chinook, Montana and was raised to a Master Mason on 
December 29, 1903.  The Mason’s played a very important part in Zortman’s life over time and 
would later play an instrumental role in his exhumation and final return home.  Pete came to marry 
Rose Leigh Finn, a school teacher in Zortman and subsequently moved to Idaho where they had 2 
daughters.  Rose and the 2 children eventually left Pete in Idaho, and moved to California.  It is 
unclear when Zortman got married and moved to Idaho, or when he subsequently returned to 
Montana.  However in the early 1930’s Rose returned to Montana where she and Pete renewed 
their marriage vows.  The reconciliation did not last and she returned to California a short time later.  
It is believed that Pete had lost almost all of his fortune by this time.  Zortman died of colon cancer at 
the age of 68 on July 17, 1933 in Big Timber, MT.  He was penniless at the time and was buried in 
the Big Timber Mountain View Cemetery.  His plot was a shallow hand dug unmarked grave in the 
pauper’s corner of the cemetery.  The local Masonic Lodge paid for Zortman’s resting place and 
funeral. 

In the winter of 2004/2005, the towns’ people of Zortman, MT initiated a task to bring Pete Zortman 
home.  John and Candy Kalal, owners of the hotel and service station…. and trailers, where many 
Ore Gangue students have stayed over the decades, were two of the instigating members who set 
out to find him and bring him home.  This initiative became a reality on August 23, 2005 when the 
backhoe pulled into the cemetery in Big Timber.   
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Zortman Field School– It was the best of times it was the worst of times…  

By Rob Holben, P.Geo. 

 

With the help of Masons from Big Timber and Malta, records were found in Masonic registers 
detailing the funeral arrangements for Zortman, including the lot and parcel number of his unmarked 
grave.  These Masons, who also happened to be veterinarians, Jim “Doc” Curtis and Bill Langford 
oversaw the exhumation along with the Big Timber undertaker, Marvin Edwards.  A few residents of 
Zortman also made the trip to see the remains come to surface.  As the backhoe began to expose 
the first few feet of the shallow grave, water from an adjacent irrigation ditch immediately flooded the 
open grave.  3’ of chocolaty mud and water filled the grave and had to be pumped out before the 
skeletal remains where able to be retrieved.  Curtis and Langford took the lead of entering the grave 
to fish out Zortman’s remains.   

 

 

Student Travels 

Jim “Doc” Curtis (left) and Bill Langford (right) during the exhumation process holding Zortman’s Skull. 
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Zortman Field School– It was the best of times it was the worst of times…  

By Rob Holben, P.Geo. 

 

The bones where placed on a tarp in dissected fashion reminiscent of their veterinary medical 
school days.  Zortman was placed in a new pine coffin and into the back of a pick up truck and 
returned to the town of his namesake.  Zortman’s remains were kept in the Fire Hall / service bay of 
the garage in Zortman until the funeral service on August 27, 2005.  

I personally had the opportunity to meet Pete’s remains in the days prior to the service.  The Kalal 
family had taken special forethought into planning the funeral for when the Ore Gangue was to be 
down for the annual Zortman Field School “pilgrimage”.  As I was returning to town with my partner 
and passed by the fire hall the Kalal children approached us.  The young girls were very excited to 
see us and were also very excited to share with us about having Pete Zortman in the Fire Hall, 
which is attached to their dad’s service station.  The older, and perhaps oldest daughter asked my 
partner and I if we wanted to  “… see his bones?”.  It only took a moment for me to say yes as I 
have never seen human remains before.  My partner however was not nearly as excited for the 
opportunity.  As I entered the fire hall, there were two things that really caught my eye.  Firstly was 
the pine box sitting on a table, the hair on my neck started to stand and I began to tingle with interest 
and excitement.  Secondly, was the oddly calm young girl of about 4 or 5 years old sitting next to the 
plain coffin playing and talking away seemingly to herself.  As I got to the coffin and started to move 
the lid, I noticed that the little girl wasn’t talking to herself, she was in fact having a very detailed 
conversation with Zortman’s remains regarding her toys, the funeral and anything else that seemed 
important to a young girl at that moment in time.  I took a few moments to gawk at the disjointed 
skeleton in the pine box.  After a minute or two, I became rather uncomfortable with the little girl 
chatting with the remains, so I thanked the girls, and I proceeded along my way … to the saloon. 
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Zortman Field School– It was the best of times it was the worst of times…  

By Rob Holben, P.Geo. 

 

The funeral was set for Saturday August 27th in the early afternoon.  Our class was given specific 
directions from Dr. Brian Pratt that we were to be in attendance of the funeral.  He made us aware 
that the town organizers had planned the funeral with us in mind, as the Ore Gangue has been a 
very important part of the town for a very long time.  The church was packed to the rafters and many 
funeral goers were outside preparing to listen through the open windows.  The temperature was in 

the low 30’s C and there was barely a breathe of wind in the air, as the horse drawn hearse 
approached the church.   

 

The pallbearers, who were members of the Masonic Lodge, were dressed in their finest cowboy 
funeral attire and their signature Masonic aprons.  The funeral was led by a minister and also 
included Masonic Funeral Rites performed by a local Masonic Chaplain.  The horse drawn hearse 
made the trip down the hill from the church, through main street past the saloon and jail house, and 
out to the cemetery with many of the funeral goers walking in procession to see the final internment 
of the town’s gold seeking founder.   
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Zortman Field School– It was the best of times it was the worst of times…  

By Rob Holben, P.Geo. 

The day wrapped up with a grand celebration typical of Zortman flair.  The street was sprinkled with 
groups of old and new friends sharing stories and laughs of earlier days.  There was a two-man 
band rocking the saloon, where beer and whiskey flowed like water.  There were jars of the saloon’s 
homemade maraschino cherries soaked in locally sourced moonshine available for sampling.  
Understandably so, the ladies of our class caught the eyes of the cowboys and were subject to 
many spins and two-steps around the dance floor.  Some of the lads were able to catch the eyes of 
some of the local ladies, unfortunately it seemed that the local cowboys had the better score.  No 
busy night in Zortman would be complete without the appearance of the Reservation Police Force 
making a few stops at the bar to ensure that everyone was enjoying the evening in a responsible 
manner.   Once everyone had their fill, the town dispersed quietly into the night with pats on the 
back, handshakes galore, words of good cheer and of course memories.   

It appeared that the day was a real special homecoming for many, especially … Pete Zortman. 

 

Rob Holben, P.Geo., B.Sc Geology (2009) 

 

NOTE:  The researched information in this story 
was found on various websites, including various 
Montana newspapers, blogs, and the author’s 
personal recollection of the events.  Photo 
credits for the funeral pictures, courtesy of 
Rogan Hennie.  Skull photo courtesy of Billings 
Gazette website archived article. 
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Masonic Honour Guard, wearing Masonic aprons Masonic Funeral Rites 
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From The Concentrates, 1968-1969.  
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Zortman Field School & Related Stories 
Accommodations 

 

Where did the students stay in Zortman? Accommodations varied from garage floors, 

tents, cabins to trailers depending on the decade.  

 

 

From Stauffer's 1979 Zortman Photo Album  

In cabins. From Ron McKellar 1974 Zortman.   

Right pictures showing the working Students. From 

Stauffer's 1979 Zortman Photo Album 
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Zortman Field School & Related Stories 
Accommodations 

 

 

 

 

From The Concentrates, 1984-1985 

From The Concentrates, 1986-1987 

Zortman 1989. Joe Dobrohoczki, Angie Bilanski 
Simpson, Terry Eichenger and Colin Kreller out-
side the camp rooms. 

Zortman 2001. Photo from Lindsay Moeller.  

From The Concentrates, 1985-1986 

323 May 2019



  

 
Student Travels 

Zortman Field School & Related Stories 
Panning for Gold 

 

 

Top Left : Photos from Ron McKellar 

Middle and Bottom Left: Photos from Alicia 
Bjarnason.  

Right Photos from Stauffer's 1979 Zortman Photo 
Album. Bottom Mel Stauffer.  
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Zortman Field School & Related Stories 
Bits 

Rocky Mountain Video 

At one of the initial 85th Reunion Meetings Jon Sumners 
mentioned  the 1961 Video of the Rocky Mountains field 
school. While he was on the exec, he had found the reel in 
the bottom of the desk drawer and had it converted to 
digital. He was able to retrieve the digital DVD from the 
Ore Gangue office and give it to us.  We have no indication 
of the origin of this reel. Watch for it to be played at Alumni 
reunion events.   

 

 

Memories 

From Cliff Herman “ During my era, the Fall group (1972) was housed by 4 or 5 older cabins (~4 per 

cabin), located next to what then was the General Store.  Without the benefit of TV in Zortman, we 

had the ambiguous pleasure of being there exactly when the historic first Russia-Canada Hockey 

Series began.  It looked like Canada was going to sweep the series after the first game, but, Oh 

Those Russians!; they adapted quickly to the North American physical game of body checking!  As 

most of us know, it all ended in Canada’s favor with Paul Henderson’s final goal in the 7th game on 

Sept 28th/72.  We were very happy to be back in Saskatoon to see it on TV no less.  

When I attended the Zortman Field School in ‘72, my understanding was that only 3 families lived in 

Zortman.  An extended period of low gold prices had taken its toll on the community and 

population.  I recall the resilient families included the Dick and Lucy Kalal family (who owed/ran the 

saloon and attached restaurant where we ate), the owners of the General Store & cabins, and a 

dentist’s family (whose practice apparently was actually in Helena, so I suspect this was their 

summer retreat!!).  The jailhouse was as others described it, mid street in front of the saloon.  For a 

bit of fun, with key in Dick’s possession, we had a few captured members spent the better part of an 

evening locked up in it – while a few sympathetic friends toted glasses of beer to them for fluid 

sustenance.  On a Saturday evening, we attended a keg party paid for by Wilbur, a Vietnam draftee 

who failed his medical test, hence the celebration.  He tagged along with a tough, one-armed native 

man who carried two large six guns which he claimed with a smirk on his face were needed “to kill 

coyotes”.  At the keg party around a campfire, Wilbur and the native man popped the clutch of the 

half ton truck in a quest to ‘go find some ladies for the party’, while blasting into the air their fully 

loaded six-guns, like it was the NEW wild west since horses weren’t involved.  Many of us hit the dirt 

and wondered just what we had done without wheels, coming to a keg party campground about 20 

minutes by road from Zortman.  We didn’t even know the direction.  Decisions of youth…, a bit 

headshaking at times and thankfully, we survived!“ 
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Memories 

 

“Here are a couple of reminders from our Spring 1970 trip to Zortman. An overview of the village and 

mountains taken from Zortman Butte - there are still a few patches of snow left over from the 6 to 10 

inch snowfall which greeted us the 

morning after our arrival in Zortman. 

The second is a photo of the Kalal 

family (L to R: Cindy, Lucy, Dick & 

Debbie) in front of their restaurant/

bar. A very welcoming family. Enjoy 

the memories!” 

 

Charlie Harper 
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“ 

Memories 

My  13 year old grandson and I did a road trip through Montana on the weekend (tried same trip last 
year but got rained out). On our tour we stopped at Zortman, for old time’s sake. I showed the photo 
of the Kalal family that Charlie had sent us to the fellow running the bar and asked if he knew them. 

He said no but ‘old John’ had been 
around for a while and might 
recognize them. When I talked to ‘old 
John’ - he said yeh, he recognized 
them - they were his father and 
mother and two sisters. Ended up 
visiting with John and Cindy - and 
Cindy talked to Debbie on the 
phone.  They are lovely people, as 
you would expect Dick and Lucy’s 
‘kids' to be. Cindy was thrilled for the 
memories and it brought out some 
watery eyes for all of us (damn 
Zortman dust!). John has a bit of a 
beat up body from giving service to 
his country but both seemed happy 
and in good health. Church on the hill 
was clean with a nice coat of paint.” 

Ed Fogg, 2017 

Student Travels 

327 May 2019



  

 

Zortman Field School & Related Stories 
Bits 

Stormin Norman 

From Valary Schulz West:  

“ Oh man!  Great legs! Yes, on our final 
dress up soirée in Zortman (August 1970), 
Dr. Wardlaw and I exchanged clothes!  He 
was man enough to wear my blue 
‘nighty’ (modestly, over his tee shirt) and I 
wore his boots and shorts and field gear!  
He looked much better than I, which is why 
there is photographic record! 

The following spring at his ‘despedida’ or 
going away party when he left for Calgary, 
the students (department?? Not certain?) 
chipped in and gifted him an original Hurley 
water color scene to remind him of the 
prairies.  It was wrapped in that same blue 
nighty which he then had to explain to 
some interested parties- like his wife!  He 
took it so well! 

Those memories are priceless!” 

 

From Mel Stauffer: 

“The HURLY painting  was purchased by 
the department, although the Ore  
Gangue might have contributed ( I 
don't  know).  Perhaps a memory lapse  
on my part too, or perhaps they did and I 
never knew.  

Yes, Norman did  come up to the bar with you while wearing your pretty pale blue nighty, but ....you 

were not wearing his field gear, you were wearing my pajamas. You proceeded to parade from 

one end of the bar to the other,  twirling in grand, high-fashion, gangway style. The other students 

began pouring beer over your head, and down over my pj's at each turn. I slept in my gitch 

that  night, or what was left of it after the party. My pj's got packed soggy; beer-wet for the  

trip home .... and I got pure shit for the whole  affair from a pissed-off wife ....  it was not the wet pj's 

that got to her ... it was that she wasn't sure she believed my story as to how you managed to get 

my pajamas. Norman later confirmed my story and all was made right again, I think.” 

 

Student Travels 

328 May 2019



 

 
Student Travels 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Zortman Field School & Related Stories 
Bits 

 
Kalal Family: Cindy vs Candy 

“CINDY is John Kalal’s sister, who along with another sister Debbie make up the children of Dick 
and Lucy Kalal who used to own the garage, motel, trailers, and the restaurant and bar combination 
back in the 60’s - 80’s ... and a little museum and the jail .. selling the bar and the restaurant and 
leaving the garage and motel to son John and his wife CANDY.”  
Mel  Stauffer 

 

Singing in the Gulch 

Kirk Beacom and Keith Schneberger made sure all other classmates could hear them. Singing at the 
top of their lungs as they had the mapping area that surrounded the Zortman Bar. Did the bar help 
or hinder the singing? 

 

Those Darn Hippies 

The Saskatchewan farm I bought was in the grasslands, near Val Marie, just a few kilometres north 
of the US border. In the 1980s, before I sold my honey farm and started university, I was hauling a 
semi-load of empty steel barrels across the border from Malta when I stopped my rig beside a van 
full of hippies at the customs house.  They were coming north, back into Canada. I asked the hippie 
in charge, some young guy named 'Mel',  what was going on and he said that they were just heading 
back to Saskatoon after looking at rocks in Montana. It was a wild, rough-looking bunch. Of course, 
the same Mel taught my structural geology class a few years later. 

Ron Miksha 

 

The Maps 

Dr. Pratt deposited a number of the Zortman maps over the years in the university archives. Some 
of the latter ones were pretty faulty mind you! 

 

At Gunpoint 

Did Buffy’s son really have a gun pointed at two geology students spread-eagle with the hands 
behind their heads on the bar floor? How were they to know that the trunk of his car was filled with 
weapons? Why did he leave the keys in the ignition where students can see them?   

Anonymous 
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70s Zortman. Zoli Hajnal and Don Gendzwill. 
70s. From Gendzwill_1991_ 
AppA_History_Geophysics U of S 30 years 
under Appendix A. 

1958 Zortman. Bill Kaufmann Pictures before it was Field School Left: Don Sykes and George 
Goldak 
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1975 Spring Zortman. Ron McKellar Slides. May 23-25, 1975.  

70s Zortman. Valary Hogg Schultz West  on 
horseback in Zortman – taken by field partner Greg 
Cave when they ran across a cattle drive and the 
cowboys let Valary sit on one of their un-menacing 
horses.  
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1977 Fall Zortman. Picture from Barry 
Mazurkewich Back row: Allyson Greg, 
Shannon McDonald, Ben Robertson, 
Brennan Gerlitz, Kevin McHarg, Barry 
Larson, Bill Mitchke 
Front Row: Les Coleman, Albert Lowe, 
Emmit Koster, Monty Bowers, Andy 
Kramchynski, Bruce Campbell, Bruce 
Lotts, John Jenner 

1977 Zortman. Picture from Barry Mazurkewich  

Left Photo L to R: Barry Larson, Bill Mitchke, Kevin McHarg and Andy Kramchynski. Right Photo: Barry 
Mazurkewich. Returning to Zortman after field school circa 1978.  
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1979 Zortman. From Stauffer's 1979 Zortman 

Photo Album  

1979 Zortman Ruby Gulch. Picture from Mel Stauffer.   

Top Right and Right: From Stauffer's 1979 
Zortman Photo Album. Mel Stauffer with 
students.  
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1981 Zortman: Top  Row – Rex Johnston, Milton Aupperle, Bob Johnson, Don Dudek. Standing – Jack 
Hepburn, Keith Reed, Dr Willie Braun, D’Arcy Lincoln, Brenda Gregoire, Volker Braun, Tim Whiting, Vic 
Noble, Rick Woodward, Howie Zorian, Richard Egroff, Dave Billard, Al Kelly, ????.  Front – Ken Atkin, Ken 
Yellowlees, Nolan Shaheen. From The Concentrates, 1980-1981 

1982-1983 Zortman: Left Spring, Right Fall.  From The Concentrates, 1982-1983 
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Below: 1984-1985 Zortman. From 

The Concentrates, 1984-1985 

Left: 1983-1984 Zortman. From The 

Concentrates, 1983-1984.  

Left: 1987 Zortman. From The Concentrates, 1987-1988. 
Gord Miller and Janice Lowe. 
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1990 Zortman. Photo From Wayne Laturnas.  

Bartender John Gorman providing drinks to the Bar Owner  
Candy. Observers Tracey Jungwirth  (front left) and Scott 
Gerhardt (red shirt). Standing photographer possibly Angie 
Bilanski Simpson.   
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Fossil Hunting on the Rierdon Fm. Zortman 1990. Great formation for afternoon naps! 

Zortman 1990: from Left to Right: Wayne Laturnas, Greg Gudmundson, Lee McKenzie, Kelly Skuce, John 
Gorman, Angie Bilanski, Jackie Weber, Colin Kreller, Paul Graham, Scott Gerhart 
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1991 Zortman. Pictures from Brian Pratt.  
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From Alicia Bjarnason, 1997 

Swimming in a hot pool. Photo from Alicia Bjarnason. Zortman 1997. 

Above photo from Jennifer Huys, 1997. Right from OG Lounge. 

From Alicia Bjarnason, 1997 
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View from the Top. 1997 Field School combined between the geology and geo-engineer students. 
Second pic - Geoff Claypool. 3rd pic ?, Derek Savage, Wade Zaluski, Geoff Claypool, Renee Brickner, 
Mike Anthony Photos from Alicia Bjarnason.  

From Jennifer Huys, 1997 
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Zortman 2001. Photo from Lindsay Moeller.  Orange  vests started becoming mandatory in 2000s. 

2003 Rierdon west of Zortman Butte. Picture from 

Brian Pratt. 
Zortman 2003.  Chad Glemser, Dave Cedegren, 
Cole Webster and Amanda Perrot Scott.  
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2004 Zortman. From CD Labelled  2004 Zortman Porn. Right Photo: Top of Jail, L-R: Joel Lesperance, Mark 
McLaren, ?, Brendon Mock,  ? 
Back, L-R: Sean O’Driscoll, Mike Rego, Alicia Sveinbjornson(?), Tim Hoenmans, Douglas Adams, Mary 
England, Alyssa? Cupial, Clark Gamelin, Chris Holmden (Prof), Kelsey Martin, Justin Dodd, Erin Schmeling, 
Karie Love, Bill Patterson (Prof), Kim Halpin, Tim Prokopiuk (Instructor), Jennifer Kocay, Mike Norman, 
Dana Pellerin,  Jill Chrisman, Dwayne Kiner, David Lewis 
Front L-R: Julia Robertson, Andrew Mitchell, Lindsay Salt, Laura Smith, ?, Patricia Ogilvie, Caraleigh Curry, 
Bernadette Knox. 

2004 Version of Keg Party: From CD Labelled: 2004 Zortman Porn I. 
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Sept 2005. Front Row Kneeling L to R: Rob Holben, Brian Pratt (Prof), Particio Desjardins (Grad Student). 
Front Row Standing L to R: Mike Giasson (in overalls), Luis Buatois (Prof), Sandor Sule (Geo Phys Grad 
student), Fina Nelson (white bandana), Gavin Labelle (red shirt/sunglasses), Joey Tang (white ball cap), 
Irikefe Eruero, Jason Brasseur, Rogan Hennie (red and white striped shirt and military cap), Chantelle 
McCuaig (light blue shirt), Jodi Derkach (red t-shirt), Nathan Barsi (brown shirt/sunglasses), Walker 
Newman (cowboy hat) 
Back Row L to R: Scott Rogers (back ball cap), Seyi Abe (black shirt), Ryan Cassan (red shirt), Efe Eruero 
(bucket hat), Kent Gallagher, Tim Prokopiuk (TA), Scott Ryan (beard). On Roof L to R: Dorelle Gerich, 
Andrea Buchanan 
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2007 Zortman: On top of Jail L-R: Tim Montgomery, Brett Hunter, Daniel Cederwall, Jason Lasby 
Back L-R: Chris Holmden, Brett Bohachewski, Shawn MacKenzie (TA), Johnny Campbell, Connor 
Grenwich, Ginette Felske, Keirsten Kalych,  Elizabeth Schatz, Carla Perepelkin, Adrian Koch, Fallon Clarke, 
Kelsey Mayes, Danya Drever, Jeff Schmidt, Maria Hale, Cassia Johnson,  Amber Doney, Adam Saunders, 
Jared Saunders, Keith Bodnarchuk, Walker Neumann (TA), Jory Young 
Front L-R: Jordan Darbyshire, Jason Brasseur (TA), Sean Travis, Trevor Bobinski, Matt Bortis, Geoff 
Zimmel, Scott Prodahl, Adam Thatcher, Scott Nijman, Jared Hermus 
Front with beer: Mark Emde 
(IDs by Tim Prokopiuk and Elizabeth Schatz and friends) 

2008 Zortman: Amber Doney-Sorba (left), 
Cassia Johnson (in back in left doorway), 
Maria Hale (front middle, red shirt), Alanna 
Hodgins (front right, Green shirt), Jeri-Lynn 
Walton (in right doorway on the left), 
Danika Drever (back right in white shirt), 
taken in Zortman  

345 May 2019



  

 

Zortman Field School & Related Stories 
Jail & Group Pictures 

Student Travels 

2009 Zortman Jail: Back L-R: Luis Qiroz (TA), Marcelina Labaj (TA), Robin Renaut (Prof), Britni Brenna, 
Adrienne Bangsund, Kirti Tauh, Tara Richardson, Amber Sander, Janelle Grant, Jennifer Simpson, Jocelyn 
Fetter, Justine Hirschfeld, Boyd Proctor, Brian Pratt (Prof) 
Front L-R: Garett LePoudre, Grant Heffernan, Jeffrey Albert, Devon Balaux, Taylor Mennis, Paul Brown, Kurt 
Soparlo, James Angus, Jamie Scissons, Albert Gates. 

2011 Zortman. Picture from Tim Prokopiuk. Back L-R: Brian Pratt (Prof), Louis Schnare, Chris Osmak, 
Colin Fehr, Danae Roberts, Dean Meek, Roy Rule (TA), Victoria Specht (middle), Justine Rodnisky 
(front), Andrew May, Jaida Lamming, Kyle Larsen (Prof), Howard Zip, Shayla Reynolds, Andrew Mah, 
Peter Kiryakos, Clinton Onyebuenyi, Ben Lalonde, Hyan Mohamed, Dan 
Yakasovich, Garrett Kapustinsky, Lisa Cartier (front), ? (middle), Maria Daniela Rangel (TA), Robbie 
Fischbuch  
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2013 Zortman Spring: 
Back L-R: Tim Prokopiuk (Instructor), Tahir Iftikhar, Samantha Haas, Ezra Meszaros, Chelsea Clark, Ty 
Magee, Yaroslav Munoz, Evan Huynh, Riley Schick, James Schulte, Roy Hutton, Cody Bolotniuk, Evan 
Westad, Joel Lamont, Stefan Wieclawek, Garrett Burgess, Johan Van Heerde, Shane Scholar, Adrienne 
Bangsund (TA). 
Front L-R: Dunja Gaco, Tyler Bessette, Alexander Benmerrouche, Jonathon Sumner, Jim Basinger (Prof), 
Courtney McLennan, Nathan Milnthorp, Abigail Martin, Jim Merriam (Prof) 
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2015 Spring Zortman.  Picture from Jim Merriam. Top L-R: Lynda Eseonu, Ben Cox, Kelsey Bates, Alannah 
Skot, Lucas Colleaux, Adrienne Bangsund (TA), Monika Dyl, Sean Vaugeois, Matthew Nadeau, Danny 
Johnson, Allison Campbell, Danna Glembiski, Tim Prokopiuk (Instructor), Jill Johnson, Sean Finnson, Kevin 
Mann, Blake Pritchard, Shayne Neigum, Landon Libbey, Brett Ferguson, Cole Blischak, Anny Heisler, Jim 
Basinger (Prof) 
Bottom L-R: Menglu Wang, Julie Berg, Faramurz Qadiri (student from U of A), Samarth Devendra, Aim 
Htun, Femi Yusuf, Kyle Snarr, Jim Merriam (Prof), Geneva Lucas, Linda Vogt, Courtney Onstad 

2015 Zortman SEG. L-R: Justin Trockstad, Aaron Wood, John and Candy Kalal, James Chamberlain, Erin 
Lech, Justine Jaeb, Danny Johnson, Monika Dyl, Elliot Baldwin, Kyle Molyneau, Meghan Binner, Stephanie 
Bacsu  
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2018 Spring Zortman. L-R standing: Jim Basinger (instructor), Kody Popoff, Candy Kalal (Zortman Motel 
Proprietor), Simran Kalal, Abtin Motamedi, Rebecca Kupchinski, Kolade Adaramewa, Lyndsay Hauber, 
Matthew Muirhead, Willson Jien, Diane Eberle, Katherine Thue, Amy Kline, Simon Blanchet, Dylan 
Drummond, Josh Paulsen, Chas Boulding, Justin Pederson, Jeff Boechler, Jack Friedrichsen, Neven 
Trombley, Lincoln Shamu, Jeff Balas, Rylan O'Krane 
L-R squatting: Tim Prokopiuk (instructor), Meagan Gilbert (teaching assistant) 

2017 August Zortman Jail Pic: L-R: Joshua Spanier, Colin Burell, Uswah Aziz, Tyler Austin, Drake Meili, 
Liam Lacey, Kagan Meier, Tyler Brown, Sean Lacey, Tim Prokopiuk (instructor), Mikhail Chutskoff, Robert 
Mohrbutter, Robert Suffern, Joyce McBeth (Prof), Michael Cuggy (instructor), Ty Magee (TA). Front: Logan 
Fischer.  
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Flin Flon Field School  
By Dr. Kevin Ansdell 

 

 

The annual “hard rock” field school is designed to 
showcase the beautifully exposed metamorphosed 
and deformed igneous and sedimentary rocks in 
the Flin Flon area, which is a mecca for any proper 
geologist. Professor Mel Stauffer had been doing 
mapping and research in the area for a number of 
years, and led the development of the field school 
which was run for the first time in 1980. For the 
first few years, everybody stayed in tents at 
Denare Beach, although this required a technician 
to come along and provide security during the day.  

 

 

 

 

In 1985 it was decided to base the field camp at the 
Victoria Inn in Flin Flon, which had the added bonus 
of a pool, restaurant, and bar on site. Fun during 
the evenings included swimming (whether you 
wanted to or not!), hot tubs, and a few beverages, 
and eventually the Rusty Hammer Award was 
developed in 1989 to “celebrate” this fun! 

 

 

 

The field school has always consisted of a few 
days of show-and-tell outcrops prior to the 
mapping in Flin Flon around Louis Lake, or “Lysol 
Lake” as it is affectionately called. Risk 
management at the university would have a heart 
attack now, but in the early years the show-and-
tell included visiting outcrops on the shores of 
Amisk Lake by boat. Most of the stops are 
designed to introduce the students to the geology 
of the Flin Flon area to help in their mapping, but 
outcrops along the Hanson Lake Road and in the 
Pelican Narrows area provide some insight into the geological history of the region. This was helped 
by one night’s stay in the cabins overlooking beautiful Jan Lake, known for their aroma of propane, 
at the Great North Lodge, which is now unfortunately closed.  

 

Student Travels 

“ Swimming” 

Flin Flon 1980 students camping in the tents 

Outcrop Mapping via the boats 
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Flin Flon Field School  
By Dr. Kevin Ansdell 

 
Now and again, there have also been underground 
tours to copper-zinc mines, when the timing was 
right and the mine staff available. For a number of 
years, and particularly when the number of 
students was fairly low, we teamed up with the 
University of Regina. This was a great way to meet 
other students, and led to at least one marriage! 
The increase in student numbers meant that in 
2009 we had to just overlap with their field school. 

The mapping areas in Flin Flon are actually quite 
small in size, but there is a lot of lichen-free outcrop 
which makes the areas challenging. However, 
there are some outcrops that are visited year in and 
year out. Also many of the areas include outcrops that are found in people’s yards, and so 
permission has to be asked before checking those rocks, and to make sure that the pet dog is 
“geologist friendly”! The locals know about the annual field school, and sometimes students are 
waylaid by invitations for coffee and cookies, which have to be accepted. Teams of two to four 
students have been using the same aerial photographs since 1980; some roads and houses have 
changed, but the rocks have stayed the same. A new twist to the mapping project was introduced in 
2009 – a “pet rock” had to be collected and a thin section was made from the sample back at the 
university. The report was focused on the description of this sample, and its relationship to the 
geology of the mapping area. Since every “pet rock” is different, the storehouse of old maps and 
reports became more difficult to use! 

 

Flin Flon field school will be celebrating 40 years in 2019. Like the Zortman field school, it remains a 
great, important part of the Geology program, and where the camaraderie of the Ore Gangue comes 
to the fore and long-term friendships are made. 

Jan Lake 1989: Harlow Blixt, Angie 

Bilanski Simpson, John Gorman, 

Wayne Laturnas, Greg Evancio, 

Joe Dobrohoczki, Blaine Frehlick, 

Terry Eichenger, Kelly Skuce, Colin 

Kreller, Darren Kennard and 

Jennifer Stack. 

Mine Tour 1980 
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Flin Flon 2003 Class 

Flin Flon 1983: Kurt Kyser and Mel Stauffer 

Student Travels 

Flin Flon Mapping Flin Flon 2009 Mapping 

Flin Flon 1991 
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Flin Flon “Rock”  

Left: From The Concentrates, 1984-1985 

Middle Left: from Becky Jenner 2001 

Middle Right: July 2012 from Kevin Ansdell 

Bottom Left: from Facebook 2015 

Bottom Right: From Angie Bilanski Simpson 

labelled Mel’s Flow 

 

 

 

353 May 2019



  

 

Flin Flon Field School  
 

 

 

Student Travels 

From Ore Gangue Facebook Page, labelled Sept 
2013 

Flin Flon 2009 

Flin Flon 2017  Flin Flon 2018 
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Any other Flin Flon Group Photos? 
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Geophysical Field School 

Quiet on the Line!  Reflections on Geophysics Field School 

By  Ron Miksha 

 

For field school, geologists headed off to exciting hot 
spots like Zortman (population 69). Geophysics 
majors did not experience the charms and boulders of 
Montana but stayed in Saskatoon throughout their two
-week field school. This says a lot about the difference 
between careers in geology and geophysics. For 
geophysics field school, you slept at home in your 
favourite bed, had a warm shower, hot breakfast, and 
leisurely trip to the university where you hopped a ride 
out to the ‘field’ – wheat field, that is. There, rather 
than chipping away with a geology hammer, you 
strung wires along the ground and learned to be “quiet 
on the line” when the dynamite went boom. But I’m 
getting ahead of myself. 

 

The University of Saskatchewan has had a geophysics field school for decades. When I took the 
course, in 1990, I was told that geophysics field school was “the most expensive course offered at 
the university.” Part of the cost was shared by students from the University of Alberta, who drove out 
from Edmonton and joined us. But, with all those trucks, dynamite, drilling, doghouse recorders, and 
miles of cable, it probably was a very expensive field school. I have to say, it was worth it for the 
students! University of Saskatchewan geophysics grads were in high demand, partly because of the 
practical field school training and months of data processing and interpretation which followed. It 
was an excellent introduction to our future career. 

 

The 12-day field exercise included recording a 6-mile, 36-shot seismic profile using a 48-channel 
DFSV. The data were recorded across a known potash collapse zone southwest of Saskatoon. 
Along with the seismic, students surveyed the terrain to 6-centimetre vertical accuracy so gravity 
could be measured at 192 stations, gridded across 24 square-kilometres over the potash collapse. 
Magnetic readings were also conducted at those gravity stations and a 4-mile-long resistivity survey 

was taken.  

 

This was a huge amount of data for a group of 
greenish fourth-year students to pull together, but of 
course, the geophysics profs, some grad students, 
and university technicians were guiding the whole 
thing.  For example, students didn’t drill the holes, 
load the dynamite, or ignite it. We did, however, drive 
the trucks, measure the survey, set up gravimeters 
and other gadgets, drop and stomp geo-jugs, and take 
measurements.  

 

 

 

Field School: Morning, ready to head out from 
U of S. Jack Arnold, Jim Merriam, Don 
Gendzwill, Loren Regier, Harlow Blixt. 

Corey Hooge and Jim Merriam survey the site. 
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Geophysical Field School 

Quiet on the Line!  Reflections on Geophysics Field School 

By  Ron Miksha 

 

Before beginning field school, we had a 
dynamite safety demonstration. A nice 
guy from Calgary met us in the field the 
first day. We circled the back of his car 
while the gentleman pulled out a few 
‘sticks’ of explosives. I wondered if I was 
the only one impressed that he had 
driven seven hours in a car with enough 
powder in his trunk to blow a ten-metre 
hole in the highway.  

 

But I’m getting away from my safety 
story. Our dynamite protocol instructor 
stuffed a cap into a bottle.  “Get back,” 
he warned, and boom (!) – he ignited 
the cap on the edge of the wheat field, a 
few metres from us, giving us the 
memorable sight of flying shards of 

glass.  “If I were holding it,” he said, “it would have taken off my hand.” His safety message worked - 
later that week, thirty-six shells were loaded into thirty-six shot-holes without mishap. When they 
exploded, each gave roughly one million calories of energy released at 20,000 ft/second. Boom, 
indeed! 

 

Before discharging the dynamite, a local company was hired to drill shot-holes. I don’t remember, 
but it was probably a local water-drilling outfit. They were undoubtedly pleased to dig 36 identical 
shallow holes for a client that wasn’t expecting to hit water but was sure to pay its bill anyway. That 

had to be good for their business. Access for the driller was 
great, too, as he just drove along a 6-mile township grid road 
and drilled into the rural municipality allowance.   

 

The dusty grid road was also where we drove our trucks and 
tossed out the geophone cables. Students stretched the wires 
along the right-of-way and stomped the seismometers into the 
ground. We got into a nice efficient pattern, pulling wires from 
one end of the survey and moving them ahead in a rolling line 
after each shot. Unfortunately, one of the crews managed to pull 
a distant set of cables before the shot instead of after, so maybe 
we weren’t really that efficient. In fact, one of our guides told us 
that we were the worst seismic crew he’d ever seen. We took 
that as a compliment but Jack (the university tech fellow) told us 
not to get too proud of our ineptitude because every year the 
same flattery was bestowed on the latest class. 

Safety is our first priority. (Hardhats, goggles, pile of dyno-
shells) 
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Quiet on the Line!  Reflections on Geophysics Field School 

By  Ron Miksha 

Jack lowered the shells, wired them up, and ultimately flipped the 
switch. I think every student asked to ignite some of the bombs but 
all were sent away (“Insurance stuff,” we were told.)  Before ignition, 
though, Jack checked for traffic on the grid road. It was late August. 
Most of the wheat had been swathed but it was still too tough to 
combine. No grain trucks, tractors, or swathers were out and very 
few farm pickups were on the road.  

 

We didn’t want traffic. If the dynamite was fired while vehicles were in 
motion, vibrations would wreck the recordings. So Jack, the shooter, 
would announce “Quiet on the line” through his walkie-talkie. That 
was our signal to shut off our trucks and stop stomping. One poor 
student thought ‘Quiet’ was meant literally and yelled out “Shut up, 
everybody!” the first few holes but eventually caught on to what was 
actually happening. 

 

The year that I participated (Twelve Days in August, 1990 – sounds 
like a movie title, eh?) passed with neither injury nor regret. Working 
together for a couple of weeks helped us bond as budding geofolks. 
We got to know each other well and sized up whom we might hire 

years later and whom we’d just wave to across the floor of the Petroleum Club. But most 
importantly, we had some good data to work on over the next eight months. 

  

We spent our senior year correcting and processing our data. We made pseudo-3D maps of the 
gravity and mag using downward continuation to guess the depths of anomalies. Separately, we 
plotted a profile of the electro-resistance measurements. The university had an excellent suite of 
seismic processing tools, allowing us to code the steps that read our data, filtered it, removed 
moveout stretch, auto-correlated, and stacked the records.  

Left, Harlow Blixt, and right, Corey Hooge, setting 
out geophones. 

Left, Steve Leeson (I think!) and right, Ron Miksha 
(I'm sure!), dropping the geophones. 

Jack at the dynamite switch. 

358 May 2019



  

 
Student Travels 

Geophysical Field School 

Quiet on the Line!  Reflections on Geophysics Field School 

By  Ron Miksha 

 

Our final results were two separate, lengthy, semi-professional reports. One was for our potential 
field data and the other for the seismic. Both included interpretation results, telling the reader what 
we thought the data told us. It was challenging, interesting, and almost beyond the reach of fourth-
year students, but the professors (I especially remember Jim Merriam, Don Gendzwill, and Zoli 
Hajnal) helped us survive – and learn a lot. In my career as an exploration geophysicist, and later 
running a seismic processing shop, I often looked back with gratitude for learning the skills taught at 
geophysics field school. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The course is a little different today, but the university continues to offer a great hands-on 
experience for wanna-be-geophysicists. This year, GEOL 485: Geophysics Field Camp is described 
like this by the U of S: “Practical experience in conducting geophysical surveys; operation of 
equipment, data manipulation, computer processing and interpretation, preparation of reports. 
Normally held in late August, two weeks prior to the beginning of on-campus classes.” I don’t know if 
they still feature wheat fields, dusty roads, and mosquitoes at geophysics field school, but the 
course continues to give amazing practical training for students. 

My processed, stacked, and interpreted seismic line. Probably even a geologist can see 
the collapse zone, right? 
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2003-2004 Field School 

Back row, Igor Morozov, Arnfinn Prugger, 
Sam Butler, Glenn Chubak, Dave Jenkinson, 
Jim Merriam, Lloyd Litwin 

2004-2005 Field School 

Lloyd Litwin (in truck) 
Igor Morozov, Kathryn Zahynacz, , Peter Dueck, 

Jim Merriam, Sam Butler, Chris Bird, Elissa 
McColl, Shannon (last name?) 

2005-2006 Field School 

Bruce Wiebe, July Robertson, Mary England, 
Anthony Molnar, Lloyd Litwin, Jeffrey Litwin, 
Gunjan Sinha, Kathryn Zahynacz  
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2007-2008 Field School 

Unknown, Jim Merriam, unknown, Lori 
Stephens, Rob Black, David Lewis, Lloyd Litwin. 

Virginia Chostner (kneeling)   

2008-2009 Field School 

Igor Morozov, Clinton Keller, Onkopotse 
Ntibinyane, Lloyd Litwin, Chris Fowlie, Kyle 
Patterson, Diloro Phitlho, Jim Merriam 

2006-2007 Field School 

Student Travels 
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2009-2010 Field School 

Lloyd Litwin, Sam Butler, unknown, unknown, 
John Kuttai, unknown, Jim Merriam 

2010-2011 Field School 

Chris Bridges, Darcy Shiels, Jun Yu, Bello 
Betunde, unknown, Matt Van den Berg, 

Unknown, Tonny Dithobane, April Wolfe, 
Daniel Gerger, Lloyd Litwin 

2011-2012 Field School 

Shayne Rozdilski, Denis Goulet, Jeff Skopyk, Tyson 
Epp, Nathan Sveinbjornson, Lloyd Litwin, Ryan 
Olson, Greg Hoenmans, Jim Merriam, Matt White, 
Sam Butler, Dawson Holloway 
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2013-2014 Field School 

Jim Merriam, Hyan Mohamed, Hoai Nam Vien, 
Rob Martens, Akashdeep Pannu, John Sumner, 
Lloyd Litwin, Nick Huyter, Tahir Iftikhar, David 

Gebhardt, Josh Leland, Igor Morozov, Yaroslav 
Munoz, Chad Haberstock 

2014-2015 Field School 

Standing: Mark Lipitski, Travis Hepworth, Joey 
Deason, Ali Al Fnais, Alan Hewlett ,Simran Maan 
Kneeling: Igor Morozov, Arthur ?, Todd Leblanc 

2012-2013 Field School 

Jim Merriam, Tim Wiebe, Sam Butler, Geoffrey 
Gerow, Stephan Chelsom, Park Parichniak, Grant 
Harrison, Bethany Murray, Mike Upshall, Christine 
Shiels, Lloyd Litwin 
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2015-2016 Field School 

Igor Morozov, Samarth Devendra, Jeffrey Bryce, 
Hassan Zulfigar, Nathan Reimer, Austin Castle, 
Pengxu Yang, Arjun Harikrishna, Jim Merriam, 
Lloyd Litwin, Jiawei Zhou, Sam Butler, David 
Lipinski, Ben Cox, Aaron Wood, Megan Binner 
Jonathan Toma 

2016-2017 Field School 

Rafael Gonzalez, Tyson Anweiler, Brendon 
Lenkart, Andrew Martens, Ali Wasiliew, 

Matthew Tsui, Sean Finnson, Drew Blakely, 
Abina Holder, Mohamednoor Bainah, Jim 

Merriam, Igor Morozov 

364 May 2019



  

 
Student Travels 

GeoEngineering Field School 
 

 

Any Engineering Field School Stories and Pictures?  

Send us the information and we will send to 
Archives to capture for the 100th Edition of the 
Concentrates.  
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Early 90s Geo-Engs. Quote from Darren Kennard “Geological Engineers - Zortman trip, circa 1991 I figure, 

That’s me doing Thor's hammer. Sad that I have a gut in that photo and it's so much better than today's 

centerfold. Darren Kennard, Lyndon Clark, Kevin Kowble, Pat Jameison, Colin , Tai Nugyeun, Tom Bryski, 

Mark Bouris. Dr. Hendry is in there too.” 
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1998 Spectrum Competition. “Barrel of Doom”.  
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Ore Ganguers, Chuck Donald, Jim Parres, Mel Thompson and Bill Robinson. Courtesy of OG Lounge 

(originally from the Ore Gangue Scrapbook, which resides in the University Archives). Labelled summer at 

Herb Lake 1934.  
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Picture from when Verne Hogg Senior was with Frederick James Alcock (1888 - 1972) of the GSC on 
North shore of Lake Athabasca. Summer field work Circa 1935/36.  

.  
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From the Ore Gangue Scrapbook. UASC, MG135_Box3_Scrapbook_p3  
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Student Travels 

From the Ore Gangue Scrapbook. UASC, MG135_Box3_Scrapbook_p11B 
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1934-1936 Dominion Survey of Canada 

From the Parres Family Collection 
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From the Parres Family Collection 
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1934-1936 Dominion Survey of Canada 

From the Parres Family Collection 
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1934-1936 Dominion Survey of Canada 

From the Parres Family Collection 
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1934-1936 Dominion Survey of Canada 

From the Parres Family Collection 
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1934-1936 Dominion Survey of Canada 

From the Parres Family Collection 
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George McLeod - Geologist (Canadian Superior 1951-1953)  

 

Photos from Brennen Hosegood, 
George’s great nephew.  
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George McLeod - Geologist (Canadian Superior 1951-1953)  

 

 

Jasper Area 1952 George McLeod. 

Field work for about 6 weeks 
looking at the Mississippian and 
Devonian sections in the Jasper 
area (Mt. Meda, Mt. Cardinal & 
Southesk Lake localities). Photos 
from Brennen Hosegood.  
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My First Geological Field Experience 

By William (Bill) Kaufmann  

I had already made the decision upon the completion of high school (1954) in the village of Khedive 
in rural southern Saskatchewan, to study Geology and pursue a career in the petroleum industry. I 
took Geology 1, taught by the venerable Professor Edmunds. At that time Dr. Mawdsley was 
department head support by Dr. Byers and Professor Edmunds.  

 

I returned to the farm after the completion of my first year in April 1955, and immediately went back 
to my old high school to pick up high school physics, a grade I needed to fulfill the demands of Dean 
Leddy, Dean of Arts and Science. The Principal, Jack Moser a great guy and a mentor agreed to 
teach me a crash course in high school physics in order to take the departmental exams in June. 
Prior to leaving the university campus, I had filled out a job application with the Geological Survey of 
Canada, but was not very expectant of an offer because of my limited geological education. 
However, surprise ………an offer arrived in early June to be an assistant to post graduate student 
geologist, Blake Brady who would be conducting  field work in the Alberta foothills and Rocky 
Mountains in a project toward completion of his doctorial thesis at John Hopkins University in the 
U.S. I thought this was too good an opportunity to forgo and I accordingly dropped the physics class 
in favour of my first ever “paying job”  compensating with a handsome $125/month but would 
potentially provide a wealth of geological knowledge. 

 

So I was off to Weyburn to catch the CPR (Sioux Line)  rails to Calgary. I can recall arising early in 
the morning aboard the old steamer to catch my first glimpse of the magnificent Rockies. Later in the 
day I met my boss, Blake Brady at the iconic Braemar Lodge, now long gone, but located around 4th 
Ave and 2nd street S.W. 

 

The following day, we journeyed with a beat-up Dodge truck to coal mining town of Nordegg where 
we met our elderly, weather beaten, self-taught veterinarian and cook, Howard Lydell.  Nordegg was 
in the final stages of becoming a ghost town subsequent to the collapse of the coal market. We slept 
on the floor in the almost abandoned hotel, but which was still providing the local hangers-on the 
necessity of life……   a beer parlour as they were known in those days. 

 

We journeyed out to a place called Teepee Flats to 
join with our wrangler, Matt Eberly and our 13 
horse pack train which were government property, 
pastured on a government ranch called the Ya Ha 
Tinda near Rocky Mountain House. Eberly, small 
in statures, was well turned out in cowboy garb, 
including chaps, requisite boots, a holstered pistol 
(in his saddle bag) and attractive saddlery strapped 
to a good looking horse. He had a spring in his 
step, a cud of chewing tobacco under lip and 
obvious pride in his craft.  

Student Travels 

Pack horse train near Wapiabi Creek 
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My First Geological Field Experience 

By William (Bill) Kaufmann  

Blake Brady was focusing his research on the 
stratigraphy of the Mississippian Mount Head 
Formation, in the foothills and first ranges between 
Banff and Jasper. Our transportation would be 
horses, except for trips out to Caroline for grub via 
the dodge truck. We covered this large territory 
from mid-June to early September. I gained a lot 
of geological, horse riding, horse packing, tent 
living and horse shoe tossing knowledge! The 
magnificent sights, sounds and smells  of hard to 
get to places of the foothills and Rockies are still 
with me.  

 

Gulf Oil, Triad (later to become BP) and Chevron 
were other surface parties we met in the field that summer; all were horsepower supported. The 
wranglers for all these parties were from the Caroline, Rocky Mountain House, Bearberry areas. 
They were hardworking, no nonsense, red neck group of cowboys well known to the hunter and 
petroleum businesses for their expertise and service. But they often showed their disdain for the 
puny efforts of amateurs like me in trying to throw a diamond hitch on a nervous packhorse.  They 
were all expert horseman, but also skillful horse shoe players, which on many evening, when 
camped in same area, provided some home-grown, western entertainment. 

The everyday routine would be off to measure (with a Jacob stick) and describe the lithology of an 
outcrop which invariably required a hike and sometimes a long climb. My job was to man the 
measuring stick   (Jacob rod),  take samples and have the biggest packsack to carry the samples 
back to camp where I would label the samples. Not very mind bending, but plenty of back bending, 
although I became familiar with recognizing certain fossils, crinoidal limestone, and a litany of other 
carbonate rock types not to mention thrust vs. normal faults, slickensides, etc.    

 Our week camp   

Packing the cook stove on Homer, former wild 
horse; Matt Eberly (wrangler), Bill Kaufmann (geol. 
Asst. GSC) 

Playing horseshoes on Blackstone, beside a pile of 
Elk horns. Packers Cougar Long, Matt Eberly, Bill 
Kaufmann (geol. Asst, GSC) .  
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My First Geological Field Experience 

By William (Bill) Kaufmann  

 

Moving camp, which happened about every week to 10 days was a big effort. The job would begin 
at dawn with the wrangler bringing in the pack horses from their overnight graze followed  with 
breakfast, followed by tent tear down, filling 18 packing boxes containing camp gear, affixing the 
boxes, two to a horse with the famous and demanding “diamond hitch” and then a  plodding ride 
until late afternoon . We would cover only 10 – 15 miles in a day, interspersed with stops because of 
packing boxes slipping and horses bucking requiring a stop and repacking. This was especially true 
of Homer, the horse carrying the stove….. Homer was a captured and “tamed” former wild horse,  
but always cantankerous however managed skillfully by wrangler Eberly. Wild horses still exist in the 
foothills of Alberta. On completion of a move, the first tent set up was the cook tent; we all tended to 
be grumpy, tired and damn hungry. Sometimes we 
delayed setting up the remainder of the camp until 
next day, and merely rolled out our bedrolls under 
a tree for a fit-full sleep.  

 

In the month of July, we were paid a visit by Dr. 
Helen Belyea of GSC and another female 
geologist who were interested in studying a 
Devonian reef section in an outcrop in the 
Hummingbird Creek area. There were not enough 

horses for everyone so being the lowest ranked 
man, my means of conveyance for a few days 
was walking. About three years ago, while visiting 
the Glenbow Museum, there was a display 
featuring the “Mavericks of Alberta”.  Dr. Belyea 
was one of the featured characters as being a 
female pioneer, as it were in the geological 
profession. To my amazement I found a picture of 
us in the Glenbow at our camp at Hummingbird 
Creek!  

Student Travels 

Pat Thornton (Imperial Oil) Bill Kaufmann (geol asst 
GSC), Dr. Helen Belyea (GSC),  Blake Brady (Party 
Chief, GSC) Near Hummingbird Creek, Alta.   

Dr Helen Belyea (GSC)  & Pat Thornton (Imperial 
Oil); they were short term visitors   
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My First Geological Field Experience 

By William (Bill) Kaufmann  

 

We were not into technical type of climbing and 
carried no equipment and had no training to do so. 
However, several times I found myself unknowingly 
getting myself into difficult positions when 
clambering about to obtain good samples; climbing 
up was deceptively easy, but getting back down 
provided some scary moments. The GSC had 
recommended hob nailed boots for foot equipment. 
This proved to be ill advised as I was to find out. In 
the latter part of August while scaling a steeply 
dipping limestone outcrop on Mount White, with a 
full pack of rock samples, my hob nailed boots lost 
their grip and I tumbled head over heels for many 
feet down the side of the mountain, fortunately 
landing and captured in some thick bushes. This 
resulted in some serious injuries which eventually 
required me to leave the job in early September. I 
hobbled on the CPR train in Calgary and hobbled 
off the next day in Weyburn, bent over and 
dragging a foot. I was hospitalized for two months 
and accordingly too late to register for my second 
year at the U. of S. However I returned a year later 
and graduated in 1959 (BA) and 1961 (M). 

 

 In later years I was part of a geological surface party in 1960 for Shell Oil in South East B.C. and in 
1961 as an employee with Shell in a party in the Yukon and North West Territories and in 1961, a 
clandestine foray into the rainforests of Gulf Island, B.C. to potentially stake a mine…….these were 
all helicopter and float plane supported……. an immense improvement in efficiency compared to the 
horseback days, but perhaps less romantic albeit with all their own interesting experiences… but 
these are all another story!  

Get That Triassic sample!! Bill Kaufmann (geol. 
Asst, GSC)   

Surveying the scene: Bill Kaufmann (Geol Asst) 
foothills of Alberta   
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From William (Bill) Kaufmann  

Snow bound in June; Bill Kaufmann, Elk Valley B.C. 
Shell Canada  

Vintage June - September 1960 in vicinity of Elk Valley, S.E. B.C. I was geologist with Shell Canada.   

Geology in a cirque: Bill Kaufmann, John Bragg   
Shell Canada  

Snow and anticlines ; Bill Kaufmann, Elk Valley B.C., 
Shell Canada  
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From William (Bill) Kaufmann  

Hurray, new chopper, Mississippian Banff in vertical 
structure, Elk Valley, B.C. Shell Cda  

Dangerous traverse, how do I get down?  — Bill 
Kaufmann, Elk Valley B.C. Shell Cda  

Syncline of Rocky Mtn chert (Permian) overlain by 
Triassic Red Beds;  Elk Valley S.E. B.C., Shell Canada  
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From William (Bill) Kaufmann  

Unconformities galore! Mississippian, Elk Valley S.E. 
B.C. Shell Canada  

Bituminous Exshaw Shale, Devonian/Mississippian 
contact, Bill Kaufmann, Elk Valley, B.C. Shell Canada  

Cairn marking B.C. Alberta boarder, S.E. B.C. Charles 
Bruce, John Hutton, Bill Kaufmann, Shell Canada   
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From William (Bill) Kaufmann  

Setting up fly camp, Elk Valley S.E. B.C. Shell Canada  
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From William (Bill) Kaufmann  

Summer with Shell Oil in NWT and Yukon.  

Inuvik: loading up supplies in Shell's camp at Inuvik: 
Shell Oil NWT  

Tawu Lake NWT; setting up camp. Terry Edgar, 
Keith Evans, Gordon Bush  

Inuvik: loading up supplies in Shell's camp at Inuvik: 
Shell Oil NWT  
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Field Work 
From William (Bill) Kaufmann  

Tea Time: Richardson Mountains, NWT, Bill 
Kaufmann, Shell Oil   

Time out on ridge: Bill Kaufmann, pilot Eagan Agar, 
Terry Edgar, Shell Oil   

 Midnight sun, Tawu Lake, NWT, Shell Oil  
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From William (Bill) Kaufmann  

Looking for oil ? ?Near Peel River, 
Yukon, Bill Kaufmann, Shell 
Oil  

Tawu Lk NWT: base camp; Shell Oil  

Fly camp on Ogilvie Ridge,  Lower Paleozoics Ogilvie 
Mts, 
Yukon, Keith Evans,  Shell Oil   

Nature's arch; Lower Paleozoics,  Ogilvie Ridge, 
Ogilvie Mts 
Yukon, Bill Kaufmann, Shell Oil   
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From Alan Clark 

1960, northern Sask. 
Pictures from Al Clark.  
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Pan American 1962 Field Party, Kakwa Lake AB  

From Jack Park  

Top Left: Pan Am Beaver, Kakwa Lake - 1962. Top Right - Back Row L-R: Harold Evans, Adam Kryzka (party 
chief), Hugh Tingley (Beaver pilot), Pat Soriel. Front Row L-R: Murray Larson, Jack Park, Lionel Singleton, 
“Pot roast” Powell 

Bottom Left: Pan Am Camp, Kakwa Lake - 1962. Bottom Right: Jack Park and Murray Larson. Pine Pass, BC 
- 1962. 
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Field Work 
Pan American 1962 Field Party, Fiddle Creek AB.   

From Jack Park  

 

Upper Left:  “Trapper Jake” at his cabinJ.  Stick in hand is a “pogo stick”- a 5 ft., hand- made from local tree, 
marked off in 1 ft. intervals and used to     quickly measure thickness of stratigraphic sections. Upper 
Right: Jack Park (wearing his U of S engineering jacket) sampling Cretaceous Lower Brazeau Formation 
conglomerate.  That fall I switched to   the college of Arts & Science to take Geology. Mid Left:  Fiddler Creek 
camp on June 5th taken from the railway trestle. Mid Right: Cretaceous Cadomin conglomerate bed on 
Mackenzie Creek, AB.  Jack Park in foreground left. Lwr. Left: Camp on Fiddler Creek, AB, June 4, 1962  Field 
crew consisted of party chief, Jim Swift of Pan American Petroleum, and Jack Park as summer student (his 
first job in geology). Lwr. Right: Ironstone concretions in the Cretaceous Upper Brazeau Formation [Jack 
Park serves as scale]. 
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1963 GSC Triassic Field Trip: Hinton to Smokey River, AB 

From Jack Park  

 

Field Party:  Party Chief – Dave Gibson 

           Summer student assistants – Jack Park (U of S) 

                Bill Clack (McMaster) 

           Wrangler – Bill MacKinnon 

           Cook – Pat Smith 

           Horses – 13(5 saddle, 8 pack);   

   Pack string owned by Tom McCreedy of Jasper. 

 

 

 

 

 

Tom McCreedy & Bill MacKinnon packing horses at Rock Lake, AB (near Hinton) - June 4, 1963 

Left: Bill MacKinnon looking north from ridge above Mumm Creek camp. Right: “the chain gang”.  Bill 
MacKinnon, Bill Clack, Pat Smith. 
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1963 GSC Triassic Field Trip: Hinton to Smokey River, AB 

From Jack Park  

Left: Planet Creek campsite. Right: Mumm Creek camp on morning of June 6, 1963. “bloody cold”.  

Left: “Comet” being packed at Pope Creek camp (he was sometimes difficult). Bill Clack behind horse; Bill 
MacKinnon standing on right. 

Right: Dave and Bill Clack climbing up the Whitehorse section at Winnifred Pass. 
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1963 GSC Triassic Field Trip: Hinton to Smokey River, AB 

From Jack Park  

 

Top Left: Moving from Winnifred Pass to Llama Mountain. Top Right: Looking back towards Winnifred 
Pass. Middle Left: Swimming the horses across the Smokey River at Clark’s Crossing. Middle Right: Jack 
Park rowing across the Smokey River [not an easy row to avoid going around the bend and into rapids.  If 
you missed the landing spot they would probably find your  body in Grande Cache, AB. Bottom Left: 
Moving camp to Brewster’s Wall. Bottom Right: Camp at Brewster’s Wall; a horse named “Clyde” right. 
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1964 Hudson’s Bay Oil & Gas Field Party - Two Lakes, AB 

From Jack Park  

 

 

 

Left: Jack Park & chopper. Right: Two Lakes camp as it usually looked that summer. 

 

Left Photo: Field Party Crew: L-R  Mike Barry (cook’s helper), Al Puzey (HBOG geologist), Tom Manning 
(helicopter engineer), Palmer Peterson (pilot), Cook, Gary Metherall (summer student  geologist U of S), 
Denis Andrews (HBOG party chief), Jack Park (summer student geologist U of S).   

Right Photo: Gary Metherall in front of our tent.  

397 May 2019



  

 
Student Travels 

 Field Work 

U of S Geology Students Summer Jobs with the  

Saskatchewan Geological Survey (SGS); My Experience Summer of 1969 

 By Allan Willy BSc. Adv. 1972, Post-Grad Diploma 1976  

 

1. Introduction                                                                                

The Ore Gangue student geological survey at the 
University of Saskatchewan was formed in 1934 and the 
Saskatchewan Geological Society began its first 
geological mapping programs in 1948 with Report No. 1 
entitled “The Geology of the Waddy Lake Area, 
Rottenstone Mining Division“, the mapping being 
conducted in 1948 and the report written in the same 
year by A. R. Byers. Dr. Byers had joined the University 
of Saskatchewan’s geology department as a professor (I 
assume in hard rock) in 1940 and later in 1965 became 
the head of the department. The first U of S geology 
students to assist on this Precambrian mapping in 
Northern Saskatchewan were A.G. Horton (3rd year) and 
J. E. Stobart (4th year). From 1948 to present, I estimate many U of S geology students assisted the 
Saskatchewan Geological Party chiefs on their Precambrian geological mapping programs in the 
north and on other mapping programs involving the younger rocks to the south. To produce a 
complete story on this subject would require perhaps months of research and would probably result 
in a hardcover book. Well, given the time I have in order to produce this story I will focus on my own 
experience during the period of May to September 1969. I will illustrate parts of my narrative using 
my photos taken during this time. Back in the day our photos were usually limited as we didn’t 
always carry our clunky 35 mm SLR cameras which occupied extra room in, and added extra weight 
to, our packsacks needed for our lunches and, of course, those tons of rock samples collected by 
the party chiefs. The symbol for a junior geological assistant could well have been a mule! Also, we 
needed to purchase film and processing that cut into a student’s budget. Most of my slides are camp 
based and few in the field, so to the keen geological reader, my apologies many years later!  

 

During my research of the Saskatchewan Geological Survey website and digital geological reports, 
many student assistants, junior and senior, were acknowledged but their university of origin was not 
mentioned. However, there were familiar names I recognized from my attendance at the U of S 
Geology Department at various times between 1967 and 1972 and in 1975-76, some of which are: 
Ed Fogg, Wayne Fillo, Keith Smith, Phil Olson, Richard Stupnikoff, Denis Yaychuk, Karen Jordon, 
Kevin Heffernan, Charlie Harper, Erwin Koning, Gary Lustig, Keith Metcalfe, Jim Reynolds, Ron 
Honch, Anne Wheeler, Ken Ashton and, of course, Al Willy and Lorne Sully who learned about the 
real bush in Northern Saskatchewan in the summer of 1969 (Photo 1). Whilst “all” the hippies in 
North America were at the Woodstock rock music festival, Lorne and I were rock stalking in the 
woods! Both Charlie Harper and Ken Ashton went on to enjoy long careers with the Saskatchewan 
Geological Society.  

 

Some of the Saskatchewan Geological Survey party chiefs mapping in the Precambrian in the 
approximate years 1960 to 1975 were W. G. Q. Johnston, F. Koster, P.L. Money, A. J. Gracie (later  

Allan Willy at Age 71 and Age 22 
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Resident Geologist at La Ronge), L. H. Forsythe, B. P. Scott and R. H. Wallis. Of course there were 
many party chiefs during the ongoing history of the Saskatchewan Geological Survey, some of 
whom actually led geological mapping parties in the Quaternary dirt of Southern Saskatchewan and 
in the rocks of Wood Mountain and Cypress Hills and other areas where hard soft rocks cropped out 
of the Pleistocene dirt. Some U of S geology professors, other than Dr. Byers, who led survey 
mapping expeditions, were: Dr. W.O. Kupsch (working in the Paleozoic rocks for the Survey but 
remembered as, to paraphrase his own words, a “dirt” researcher of the Quaternary), Dr. J. B. 
Mawdsley, Dr. Fred F. Langford, Dr. M. R. Stauffer, Dr. L. C. Coleman and Dr. D. Mossman.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. The Beginning 

Lorne Sully and I, both just having finished second year geology, 
were hired as junior geological field assistants for the 1969 field 
season by the Saskatchewan Geological Survey. We were to work 
for Dr. W. G. Q. Johnston (Photo 2) in the Macoun Lake region 
located about 175 km northeast of La Ronge (Figure 1). This was 
to be a very isolated camp at the time requiring a fully loaded Twin 
- Otter on floats to drop us into a small 1.5 by 2 km lake (Partridge 
Lake) located 5 km south of a much larger Macoun Lake (Figure 2). 
Partridge Lake is now only 15 km west of a major dirt highway 
(905) leading from La Ronge to Rabbit Lake and beyond to Stoney 
Rapids. Normally a Saskatchewan Geological Survey field team 
consisted of a party chief, a student senior mapping assistant and 
three junior field assistants (usually geology students).  

Photo 1: “Frozen Laundry ... Cold and Snowy” 
L to R: Al Willy, Lorne Sully - May 1969 .  

   Figure 1 - Location Map SGS 1969 

Photo 2: Dr. W.G.Q. Johnson Canoes Man.           
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The work schedules involved the party chief and senior 
assistant each accompanied by a junior assistant out daily 
to map the rocks in a set area and one junior remaining in 
camp to arise early to cook breakfast for the other four, do 
some camp duties and then prepare supper for the returning 
two field crews. 

 

Dr. Johnston had trouble locating a senior assistant in 1969 
and therefore we were a three person crew. Also, because 
of this our map area was about half the size of other fully-
staffed crews (Figure 2). In Dr. Johnston’s camp the junior 
(doing camp duty every other day) would arise at 5 am to 
prepare breakfast for the other two and after they departed 
for the field by canoe at 7 am he would then wash the dirty  

 

 

breakfast dishes, do general camp duties, prepare supper 
for the field crew’s arrival back at 6 pm, wash the dirty 
supper dishes and make the lunches for Dr. Johnston and 
himself for the next day’s field work. Often camp duties 
would not leave much time for lazing about between 
breakfast dishes and starting supper. For instance, Dr. 
Johnson wanted a root cellar for our fresh vegetables, fruit, 
eggs and bread.  

 

 

Lorne was tasked by digging a hole beside and into the esker 
directly beside our cook-eating area (Photo 3). I was tasked 
with cutting down about 55 live straight spruce trees roughly 
10 cm in diameter and about 3.5 m long and no tree was to be 
cut down closer than 150 metres from the camp (Photo 4). 
The junior assistant as a mule was never truer here as I 
hauled the downed and branch-stripped logs through the bush 
and over the esker to the root cellar site. Once the hole was 
dug and the logs angled across a ridge pole attached to the 
esker, 20 cm slabs of sphagnum moss were piled on top to 
provide insulation which kept the cool in and the heat out. 
Years later some hermit occupied this cellar (Photo 5). I jest, 
of course! Later a bear visited us and helped himself to the 
root cellar goodies (Photo 6).  

Figure 2 - May Lake Mapping Area 1969. 

Photo 4: Me and a Few of My 55 Logs. 

 Photo 3: Lorne Digging Root Cellar 
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I have got much ahead of myself, so let’s go back in time a bit to begin the Sask. Geol. Survey 
student assistant experience. Lorne and I started out of helping Dr. Johnston organize for a couple 
of days in Regina, then going on the long Saskatchewan Transport bus trek from Regina to La 
Ronge, meeting Andrew Gracie the Resident Geologist, getting our supplies together to Athabasca 
Airways dock and trying to get some sleep sharing a rather noisy room located directly over the last 
all male beer parlor in Saskatchewan (11:30 pm close with male patrons being met by vocally loud 
and angry wives outside).  

 

3. The Arrival in the Woods 

We had an early rise, breakfast and down to Athabasca Airways to board their first Twin Otter on 
floats on its first commercial charter flight. In Athabasca’s office a 50ish gentleman with a goatee 
beard was having problems with a slightly intoxicated Indian prospector who was pestering him. Dr. 

Johnston told us that the gentleman was a promoter 
and he swindled the Indian prospectors by getting 
them to prospect on promises to split the sale price 
with them. Supposedly, Mr. Promoter did not often do 
this fairly and that appeared to be so judging from the 
Indian’s comments. What an intro into the north for 
juniors hailing from Swift Current (me) and Unity 
(Lorne)! We got on the loaded Twin Otter and flew 
north and landed on Partridge Lake pulling up to the 
shore of a small island (Photo 7). Solid line of spruce, 
very rocky shoreline, no dock, ice cold water but Dr. 
Johnston fell several spruce into the water to make a 
sort of “dock”. We never used it and simply waded 
through the ice cold water piling our bush camp gear 
on the shoreline (Photo 8).  

 Photo 5: The Hermit in the Cellar Photo 6: Black Bear Picnic Site  

Photo 7: Island Looking Northeasterly 
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It got very quiet after the big bird left the three of us 
alone on that island in Partridge Lake (Photo 9). 

 

Now here we were, the three of us, no sleeping quarters 
or furnaces, no eating or cooking areas, no electricity or 
plumbing therefore no toilets or showers or washing/
drying machines, or freezers or refrigerators. We did 
have a couple of sail silk tents and waterproof canvas 
tarps, our sleeping bags and cots, our grocery order 
including frozen meat and fresh vegetables, Coleman 
lamps, stoves and naphtha gas, a small portable wood 
cooking stove with “burners” and oven and pipe, small 
sheet metal wood stoves and stove pipe for heat in our 
sleeping quarters, axes, swede saws (no chainsaws) 
shovels, grub hoes, hammer, nails and spikes, wash tub 
and basins for clothes and personal use, a couple 
canoes and outboard motors, paddles, life jackets, and, 
of course, all our geological and personal gear. And we 
had a 2-way radio for “telephoning” Athabasca Airways! 

 

With nightfall approaching, we three hastily put up 
Lorne and my sleep tent (14 x 16 feet) and made a 
hasty supper on the Coleman. With no refrigeration and 

about 10 days frozen meat individually wrapped in butcher paper, we had to bury them about 80 cm 
deep in holes dug into sphagnum moss clumps which had frost in them. Each package was buried 
separately and marked with a flagged stick indicating what was in that part of the “freezer”. The 
meat had to be cooked based on its longevity meaning hamburger, chicken and the like were to be 
eaten first and the beef last. After about 10 days when the fresh meat ran out, and no more supply 
aircraft for another 10 days, we had to eat the canned stuff: ham, chicken (yes, it used to come 
whole cooked and jellied in large cans!) and, of course, mmmmMeatballs! In La Ronge, Dr. 
Johnston, Lorne and I had gotten our first grocery order together in person at the Co-op. At the 
canned meat section Dr. Johnston told us that we would have to survive on canned meats for about 
10 days and stated, “I like canned meatballs. Do you like canned meatballs? Let’s get two cases!” 

 

Well, fed and tired, we three put our sleeping bags on the ground in our tent and settled in about 9 
pm or so for a very early rise at 5 am. So here we were no television or radio, no traffic noise, no 
chattering of kids or neighbors across the way, no streetlights, just an interminable silence for the 
novice junior assistants. Well, not quite an interminable silence for there was the plaintive cry of the 
loon on the lake (or should I say the plaintive racket of a family of loons having a party) and, of 
course, the buzzing of hordes of mosquitos outside the tent with an occasional very annoying one 
making entry seeking human blood.  

 Photo 8: Pile of Bush Gear-No Camp Yet! 

 Photo 9: Bye, Bye Twin Otter! Alone in the  
 Saskabush!  
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4. Building the Main Camp 

Does 5 am come early to the city slicker? Do bears 
crap in the woods? As a matter of fact, do junior 
assistants crap in the woods when there is no crapper 
hole yet? I awoke to Dr. Johnston putting on his 
clothes, so Lorne and I did likewise (Photo 10). Lorne 
was chosen to prepare breakfast first, on our toss of a 
coin, and I, well,I thought I would sit and have a coffee 
when ready and smoke a cigarette. Dr. Johnston 
informed me that breakfast was not yet prepared and 
we had lots of work to do to get the camp ready. Well, I 
asked, what should I do? Dig a crapper hole. How 
should I do it? Go up on the esker well back of your tent, 
find a place where two solid trees are sited about 1.5 metres apart, dig a good sized hole 
underneath, cut down one dry 12 cm diameter dead tree, chop it to a suitable length, use an axe to 
flatten a sitting spot and spike it level and at a suitable height above the hole. So there I was, first 
day in the northern bush at 5 am and I was digging a crapper while the sun was rising, the birdies 
were chirping and my stomach growling. And, what a digging experience this was, thanks to the 
frequent occurrence of boulders. I looked for a dead tree but only could locate a dead pine which 
was so gnarly it was impossible to flatten, so I decided to use a nice straight live spruce. I finished 
up just as Lorne gave the chow down call and I went down to the lake to eat. After breakfast Dr. 
Johnston was the first to inaugurate the new “toilet”. About 15 minutes later, Dr. Johnston returned 
in a foul mood and cursed my work, of which I must add I had quite proud of up to that moment. I 
soon knew that I was about as green and sappy as that green spruce sitting pole I had used! I never 

did learn how Dr. Johnston got that sap off his behind.  

Well, day number one, and lots of work to be completed. 
We got the kitchen storage and food preparation tent set 
up just a few metres west of where we would eventually 
build that root cellar previously described and 
immediately to the north, and towards the lake about 10 
metres away, put up a canvas fly (tarp) to cover our 
eating and cooking area (Photo 11). Just a few metres 
more north of the fly edge we erected a wash up area 
consisting of two slim poles nailed at a suitable width to 
hold a couple of wash basins and at a suitable height so 
we could comfortably wash our faces and hands. A 
galvanized steel water pail to hold and heat up water 
retrieved from the lake would sit nearby and a couple of 

nails would hold our towels. A galvanized steel wash tub with an accompanying metal agitator with 
wooden handle sat nearby waiting for our first load of laundry, man-powered of course! And, if the 
lake was too cold to plunge into, a nice warm bath could be had in that wash tub by heating water on 
the cook stove or Coleman and mixing it with cold water to provide just the right temperature to get 
that BO in control.  

Photo 10: Getting Up Very Early at 5am 

Photo 11: Author in Cook Area 
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However, there is a sort of permanent bush smell 
that no amount of soaping and scrubbing can totally 
remove from one’s body, smell of smoke and spruce 
and just plain fresh air. That odor which is really not 
that bad, and I came to rather like it on my sleeping 
bag and bush gear, would be noticed by your family 
when you arrived home in civilization. You better 
have a bath, you smell bad!  

We set up the mainstay for our cooking area, a stove 
that only Dr. Johnston possessed out of all the other 
party chiefs, an 1/8th inch thickness steel wood stove 
with oven which would out cook any of those tin 
metal ovens that you can buy for a Coleman stove
(Photo 12). You had a wood box above an ash 

collection box on the left hand side with the oven 
compartment to the left and four “burners” on top 
where you could cook potatoes, vegetables, put a fry 
pan or a kettle to boil hot water. By the way, in Photo 
12, I’m baking a pie and using the oven thermometer 
and ash box venting trick to maintain a steady 
temperature. No, that pie wasn’t from scratch, pie 
crust mix and canned pie fill, but it was quite an art to 
cook in that oven. If there were gusts of wind you had 
to close the ash box up to dampen the flame in the 
fire box and when the wind dropped you had to open 
the ash box up a bit to increase the fire and hence 
oven temperature. We cooked roasts and chickens in 
that oven. Dr. Johnston had a limit on store-bought 
cookies, three per day per man, and that wasn’t too 
bad as he had purchased lots of peanut butter, a pail (a commercial one) of strawberry jam and we 
had lots of store bought bread to make as many jam and peanut butter sandwiches we wanted to 
satisfy our sweet tooth (no pop or candy bars or store bought pastries either...I think I may have 
baked a cake in this oven as well). Well, one of my days in camp, around lunch time, I tried my hand 
at baking cookies, about a dozen nice large ones (we had cookie mix). The cookies turned out great. 
So great that I ate all of them and didn’t even mention that baking experience, and gluttony, to either 
Dr. Johnston or Lorne! I did bake them one of those pies for supper and they were happy with that 
(Photo 13)!   

One thing about rising early and working hard slugging through the bush through a long day is that 
you come home very hungry and would probably eat a fried skunk with horse apples (Photo 14). 
However, somehow Lorne and I were both able to cook in a reasonable way and the food was 
cooked properly and was tasty. I am glad we didn’t have to bake bread as that would have been a 
real feat in that oven. We had store bought bread in the cellar that lasted between the supply flights. 

 Photo 12:  Author beside Cook Stove with Oven. 

Photo 13: Lorne and Bill Chowing Down  
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We usually cooked breakfasts on the Coleman 
Stove, perking the coffee pot and frying the canned 
bacon (yes, back in the day you could buy bacon in a 
can wrapped in a waxy paper) and fresh eggs (in 
ample supply as eggs keep a long time in a cellar). 
As a matter of fact you could also buy butter in can, 
none of the canned stuff requiring refrigeration until 
opened. No UHT milk (high temperature milk which I 
first became aware of in the 1980’s) which did not 
need refrigeration until opened. For us, it was 
powdered milk and canned condensed milk. We had 
these big enameled metal bowls, seen in Photo 14, 
and Dr. Johnston loved his rolled oats for breakfast. I 
had always, and to this day, not liked rolled oats. 

However, we had such arduous days in the bush that a belly full of toast, bacon and eggs simply did 
not last until lunchtime. So I had to bite the bullet and choke down a big bowl of this gruel trying to 
make it edible with ample quantities of condensed milk and brown sugar. This bowl of gut wadding 
helped tide me over to lunch time when I was in the 
field. Fortunately, when it was my camp day I could 
skip this chore of forcing down the rolled oats!  

The next chore was to build a sturdy log dock from 
which to receive our supply float planes and keep 
from wading in the lake as we first did (Photo 15). 
That required a cribbing filled with rocks set out far 
enough that the floats of the float plane wouldn’t 
scrape on the rocky bottom of the lake. The heavy 
weight of the rocks in the cribbing would stabilize the 
entire dock so when the wind and waves got bad, 
the dock would remain solidly placed. The dock in 
the photo has two levels and was extended later in 

the field 
season 
as the spring waters and dry summer caused the lake 
water level to drop.  

 

We also had to help Dr. Johnston put up his sleep and 
office tent, which he wanted located well away of the 
juniors a hundred or so metres east of our tent and still 
on the esker (Photo 16).  

  Photo 14: Sometimes We Forget our Manners. 

  Photo 16: Dr. Johnston's Sleep/Work Tent. 

  Photo 15: Supply Flight at Camp Dock. 
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On one of my early days in camp, I had to cut down the poles for a floor in Dr. Johnston’s tent and 
he insisted that I peel them clean of any bark. Apparently, those large black carpenter ants have big 
jaws and at night when all is silent their chomping would keep him awake. I was skeptical until one 
day having a smoke at the end of the dock, alone in camp in a dead calm and no noises anywhere 
just silence, I heard a loud crunch, crunch coming from the unbarked dock logs. Pinpointing the area 
from which the sound emanated and peeling back the bark revealed a huge black carpenter ant 
chomping on the wood. Dr. Johnston was correct; those darn ants could possibly keep one awake at 
night!  

Also, the trails to the cook area and dock and to the outhouse had to be cleared of deadfall so the 
walking around camp would easier and not be like being out on traverse. We went out in the 16 foot 
square stern wooden freighter canoe to a nearby burn area and cut down dead trees and cut them 
to suitable lengths to fit our cook stove and heating stoves. We hauled this wood back to the island 
and stacked it just north of the washing spot in the cooking-eating area, the wood being covered 
with a brown tarp and visible in Photo 14. When time was available this wood was split into more 
usable pieces using an axe.  

 

5. The Field Work 

It only took Dr. Johnston, Lorne and I a few days to more or less get our main camp up and 
functioning. To get around our mapping area was to be mostly by using canoes either positioned by 
portaging or moved to a suitable location when our supply flight came in. We had three canoes, a 12 
foot wooden paddler canoe, a 14 foot square stern aluminum canoe and a 16 foot square stern 
wooden freighter canoe (used to haul firewood and for moving we three and our gear back from fly 
camps), and two outboard motors to drive the square sterns at “neck-breaking” speeds. All canoes 
were painted in the Sask. Geological Survey bright orange color for visibility from the air. Also, field 
boxes, shovel and axe handles and rock hammer handles were painted bright orange for visibility in 
the bush. I often thought that some government bureaucrat may have suggested that we, the junior 
geological assistants, also be painted bright orange, or at least clothed in bright orange garments.  

Until we had a rainy day (or rare snowy day in May!) we mapped by running traverses from 
Partridge Lake. Traverses were run about one half miles apart with Dr. Johnston selecting the route 
and the bearing normally crossing the known strike of the rocks using aerial photos. We juniors had 
an Alpha compass (Japanese version of a Brunton) and a pace counter to run the traverse line and 
give Dr. Johnston the distance along it when required. The first week or so was difficult getting our 
bush legs (often tripping, falling and poked in the face with branches), getting the Brunton compass 
needle to settle down (had to guess between the end points of the needle swing or it would take 
forever to get a reading...other real Bruntons had magnetic dampening to prevent needle swings) 
and to get our pace factor correct. I once had a spot that must have been directly over rocks 
containing lots of magnetite as no matter the direction I turned I could not get the bearing. Dr. 
Johnston said move ahead 50 metres of so, and sure enough the pull of the magnetic rocks 
diminished releasing my compass needle and we were on our way again. Another time I was 
struggling with the needle swings and Dr. Johnston yelled at me “If I were you I would hurry up with  
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that reading!” I punkishly said “Why?” “Because if you don’t you are going to sink out of sight!” I was 
standing in a bog and looking down I could see my rubber boot tops getting dangerously close to 
taking on bog water! I moved! Sometimes the bush was really thick ( Photo 17 ) and you had to take 
many readings which could build up your compass error making the end point of couple kilometre 
long traverse line veer considerably left or right of the proper location. But soon our pacing and 
traverse lines got more accurate which pleased both Dr. Johnston and we juniors. Once when 
running my line through a burn area where the trees had fallen over like giant pickup sticks, I found 
myself over 3 metres off the ground, and fearful of any heights, it was necessary to back off on my 
line to get back to terra firma and then continue my traverse on the ground!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

All in all the traversing was hard work most of the 
time but being young and soon in great shape, it 
was not all that bad. As I was a prairie lad from the 
barrens of Swift Current, I felt hemmed in by the 
bush, especially like in Photo 17. But areas like 
Photos 18 and 19 were sort of like being home as 

I could see greater distances than a few feet ahead! 
And, when you got back to main camp around 6 
pm, you felt like something was accomplished and 
after you wolfed down supper, you slept dead to 
the world until 5 am wake-up by your alarm clock! 

 

 

 

 

Photo 17: Thick Bush Lousy Compassing!  Photo 18: Dr. Johnston Locating End of Traverse. 

Photo 19: Dr. Johnston Mapping Outcrop. 
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Well, it didn’t take much more than a 
week or so to get that rainy or more 
realistically snowy/rainy day. Lorne and I 
thought that this was great other than our 
laundry being frozen (Photos 1, 20 and 
21)! What a surprise for us! Dr. Johnston 
stated that rain days were for cutting 
portage trails and for getting firewood and 
NOT for sleeping and lazing around like 
the other crews did (I never verified this 
so perhaps they did also work like us!). 
So on with the bush clothes and warm 
jackets, quick breakfast and pack a 
substantial lunch, get in the canoe and 
motor off in the winter wonderland to clear 

a portage between our lake and another.  

 

That day we got totally soaked and we were a bit chilled 
but had warm wool clothes which retained body heat. On 
return I was following Lorne and we were almost to the 
canoe to return us to our camp. I had just got through 
telling Lorne that even though I was soaked at least my 
feet were dry and toasty with wool socks, insoles in 
rubber boots. We had to cross a beaver swamp and dam 
and there were some nasty one metre diameter clumps 
which had to be crossed quickly or else they would turn 
over and spill you into the muck and mire. Well, Lorne 
reached solid ground and stopped! Here I was on a tippy 
clump and there I went feet first into the water. 
Fortunately, it wasn’t too deep but my toasty warm feet 
were now soaked in cold water! Lorne had a good laugh! 
We got home, put a fire on in our sleep tent stove, 
changed into dry warm clothing and had a quick supper 
as we were all out of camp that day. I don’t remember 
what we ate; perhaps it was a couple cans of meatballs 
with potatoes!  

 

Photo 20: Dr. Johnston in May Winter Wonderland  

Photo 21:  Hot Wash - Cold Rinse Laundry 
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One of our junior assistant duties whilst traversing 
was to measure the strike and dip on any joints 
and the trend of any glacial striae whilst we 
waited for Dr. Johnston to describe any outcrops. 
Also, every so often, on Dr. Johnston’s request, 
we had to collect rock chips for whole rock and 
trace element analysis. Now the sample taken 
had to be clean of any quartz or pegmatitic 
veinlets and rusty areas. I experienced a number 
of finger smashing events, fortunately minor, 
trying to use my rock hammer’s chisel end to spall 
off the unwanted material (Photo 22). Another 
duty of all junior geological assistants 
everywhere, is to carry and pack out the party 
chief’s rock samples. This can be fairly easy if the 
leader collects normal size rock samples or very difficult if the chief likes big heavy samples.  

 

Fortunately, Dr. Johnston took normal samples! That bright orange handled hammer in the photo 
once was left on an outcrop after we had our lunch. We had traveled probably a kilometre continuing 
our traverse before I noticed it was missing. Well, Dr. Johnston sent me back to find it and believe it 
or not I did! It was sitting on the outcrop where we had lunch and that bright orange handle helped 
me find it.  

 

Sometimes to get to an area in which traverses 
had been planned, we had to portage one of the 
canoes over one of our previously cut trails on 
those rain days (Photo 23). Sometimes the 
portages could be up to a kilometre or more and 
if it was the 12 foot wood paddler canoe as 
shown, it would not be too bad a chore. Dr. 
Johnston would tie the paddles to the thwarts 
with the oar ends to the back. This would fit 
nicely on ones shoulders and adding a life 
jacket, especially for the freighter canoe, would 
soften the load. It was a balancing act and I 
always wondered if I fell down a hill while 
portaging would I break my neck? Never did, but 
I still think the possibility was there! One time, 
Lorne and I began to portage the 16 foot wood 

freighter canoe but we believed it to have become somewhat waterlogged and very heavy.  

Photo 22: Finger Smashing Device. 

   Photo 23: Portaging Paddler Canoe. 
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There was no way either one of us wanted to singlehandedly portage that beast. We tried by tying 
the paddles front and rear on opposite sides for the two of us to try to carry it but it was a struggle. 
Dr. Johnston, who had been behind us looking at some outcrop, caught up and was furious. Why 
don’t you just carry that darn thing! It’s too heavy, it’s waterlogged! With that Dr. Johnston affixed the 
paddles properly for portaging, had us load the canoe on his shoulders and he proceeded to carry 
this beast singlehandedly for what I remember to be close to a kilometre without stopping. Now Dr. 
Johnston was not a large man, but he sure was tough! We certainly thought he was a hardass 
bushwhacker to carry that beast for that distance!  

 

Just so I cannot be accused of having nothing technical 
in this story, here are a couple items of interest. On one 
traverse, on one very hot day, my traverse line came 
across a small pond which was an oasis of cool clear 
water (Photo 24). I waded out into this shallow crystal 
clear pool having no critters or algae and cupped my 
hands and brought a full draught of this water into my 
mouth. Before I could swallow it hit me, phooey, acidic 
sour taste. Then I noticed that no vegetation grew either 
in or within a few metres of this pool. Dr. Johnston 
caught up and laughed and told me that it was sulfide 
water, probably very slightly sulfuric! There is probably 
a rich concentration of sulfides in the rock beneath the 
pond. Were the sulfides carrying significant amounts of 
copper, zinc or nickel??  

 

 

Never did find out but what a surprise! As an 
aside, being in an area isolated from mankind, 
one could drink freely from any body of water 
except those sulfide pools and, of course, 
stagnant beaver ponds from which you might get 
ill from giardiasis, popularly known as beaver 
fever, a parasitic disease. The best drinking 
spots were either in low areas beside an outcrop 
where often there were little water holes with 
some remaining winter ice (if you ignored the 
occasional harmless rabbit pellet or two) or from 
any of the fresh water lakes or streams. 

Photo 24: Sulfide Pond "Death Oasis"  

Photo 25: Mole Hill - Weathered Ultramafic. 
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On one of our fly camp areas (No.2 on Figure 2) we encountered an interesting feature on a small 
body of water called Mole Hill Lake. There were a couple hills several metres high and conical in 
shape composed of weathered ultramafic rocks which had been called mole hills by prospectors 
who had examined the area a few years earlier (Photo 25). The ultramafics had weathered into 
coarse crystals had settled into a natural angle of repose like you see in piles of gravel in a gravel 
pit. Where we found unweathered rock there was at least one vein of asbestos fibers (Photo 26).  

 

Even if there were some areas where we passed that had 
never ever seen a human being, there were some areas 
where we noticed the activities of mining companies such 
as an old diamond drilling area near our fly camp no. 3 or 
like at Mole Hill lake near fly camp no. 2 where 
prospectors had blasted pits into the asbestos veins. And, 
in our movement around our mapping area we noticed 
signs of an aboriginal presence noting old well-worn 
portage trails and trapping and fishing log cabins. But the 
aspect of actually stepping on the occasional ground well 
away from portage trails, lake shores and any past 
prospecting or aboriginal activity, gave us a taste of 
ground-breaking adventure! I believe that this sense of 
adventure could even be had today despite the passing of 
close to 50 years of time and should encourage 
undergraduate geology students to go into the field in 
Northern Saskatchewan or elsewhere in Canada.  

 

6. The Fly Camps 

Most of the May Lake Area (Northwest Quarter) 
was accessible by canoe and by foot from our main 
camp but certain areas required erecting a small out 
camp in order to effectively map the rocks (Figure 
2). That field season we had three fly camps which 
were positioned on the day a suitable aircraft such 
as a DHC-3 Beaver brought in supplies to our main 
camp. Our canoes were also positioned by aircraft 
in such locations as to facilitate mapping from the 
fly camp and to return to our main camp. When we 
finished a fly camp area we packed up the tents and 
unrequired supplies and put them on a rack built up 
high in a suitable group of trees and out of the 
reach of bears. The items left on the rack were 
picked  

Photo 26: Asbestos Vein at Mole Hill Lake. 

Photo 27:  Juniors Fly Camp Sleep Tent. 
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up and moved to a new location three 
weeks later when the next supply flight 
arrived. We then walked and canoed back 
to the main camp with our personal 
supplies and field gear. Moving back from 
the fly camp with personal and field items 
in your Woods No.1 packsack with 
tumpline could be a chore. A tumpline is a 
strap which is attached to the opposite 
lower sides of a packsack and slipped 
over the top of your head taking some 
weight off your shoulders and allowing for 
an easier carrying of heavy loads. The old 
bushmen used to carry close to 30 kg like 
this but we more likely only had about 15-
20 kg loads. One time, after walking over 
3 km carrying one of these heavy loads, I 
took off the pack and I felt so light that 
when I took the next few steps it was like 
walking on air!  

 

The fly camp situation was much like the 
main camp but less stuff with smaller 
sleep tents lacking wood stoves for heat 
and cooking only on a Coleman stove. 
However, the Coleman lamps we used 
both in main and fly camps for lighting 
worked well to heat those small tents (one 
visible at the back right of the tent in 
Photo 27). This tent is one I used alone in 
our last fly camp in September (No. 3 on 
Fig. 2). Normally, there would be a 
sleeping space on the right side but Lorne 
had left the bush.  

Here is the sleep tent Dr. Johnston used 
on fly camps (Photo 28). The bosses do 
not always get the luxury suites!  Photo 
29 is me setting the supper table in at a 
calm time under the fly at the out camp.  

Photo 28: Dr. Johnston’s Roomy Fly Camp tent. 

Photo 29: Peaceful Time in Fly Camp. 
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Early in this fly camp, I slipped on a root and 
temporarily sprained my back. Dr. Johnston let 
me recover for a day in camp while he went to a 
nearby abandoned diamond drill camp to look 
around. Much to my despair, being a chain 
smoker at the time, I had my roll your own 
tobacco with me, lots of it, but no cigarette 
papers! I moaned and groaned a bit but got little 
sympathy from Dr. Johnston, a non-smoker. 
After Dr. Johnston left, I got desperate for a 
cigarette and decided I had to do something! I 
found a birch about five cm in diameter, cut off 
a 5 cm length and hollowed out the inside to 
form a pipe bowl. I cut another birch branch into 
a pipe stem 12 cm long and 1.5 cm diameter. I 
split this stem hallowing out the pithy center to 
be able to draw smoke through this stem and 
wired it back together with brass snare wire. I 
notched the pipe bowl to fit the thick end of the 
pipe stem and inserted the pipe stem into the 
notch. I then got some white clay from 
underneath the moss, lined the bowl with the 
clay and “kilned” the clay over the Coleman 
lamp. I made sure the pipe stem hole was open 
into the bowl, filled up with my tobacco, lit the 
pipe and puffed with the extreme pleasure a 
nicotine addict has (Photos 30 and 31)! That 
evening Dr. Johnston returned to camp and, of 
all things, somewhat damp but dryable, had 
found a package of Vogue cigarette papers at 
the old drill camp! Well, I did have a good 
smoke from that pipe!  

 

While I was in that fly camp our food supplies set on some logs and covered with a canvas tarp were 
attacked by hordes of mice. We did have a couple of mouse traps with us as Dr. Johnston was well 
experienced with these pesky bush rodents. We caught probably a dozen of these varmints over the 
time spent in the September fly camp. As a matter of fact, during my day alone in camp, whilst 
preparing my pipe, I caught about half of that number. Set a trap, leave it, snap, got a mouse, reset 
the trap and repeat action. I had never ever caught so many mice in so short a time. I just might 
have made a great fur trapper but think of how many mouse skins it would take to make even a 
mouse skin hat!  

 

Photo 31: Smoking My Pipe – Tobacco Only!  

Photo 30: My Homemade Pipe. 
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When we flew into the lake where we set up this fly camp, we used a DHC-3 Beaver on floats, of 
course. It was quite a windy day with the odd gust or two. Dr. Johnston wanted our 14 foot square 
stern aluminum canoe to be flown in with us. The pilot was reluctant but Dr. Johnston was quite 
insistent, so the pilot tied the canoe on one of the floats attaching it open side inward to the strut. 
Inside, behind the pilot and passenger seat reserved for Dr. Johnston, was a space that could 
normally seat 4 persons but the seats were removed and gear was stacked inside. I had to climb on 
top of this gear and lie down horizontally having the gear beneath and the roof a couple inches 
above. I had no seat or no seatbelts and I looked down and out the side door windows that would 
normally be beside a seated passenger. Well, the flight was a bit up and down and eventually we 
started circling for a landing and I could see Dr. Johnston and the pilot fiercely arguing but the noise 
of the aircraft made their words unintelligible. On final approach, just before touchdown the plane 
dropped like a rock and then we were on the water. Again, Dr. Johnston and the pilot were arguing 
and as the pilot throttled back the engine I could make out what was being said. The pilot was very 
unhappy that he had flown that blanket-blank canoe on such a windy day and he would NEVER 
EVER do that for Dr. Johnston again! Being a green junior I didn’t realize that we had experienced a 
30 or so metre drop as a result of a downdraft catching the canoe and we just might have crashed 
into the bush shy of the lake. Well, ignorance is bliss I guess! Dr. Johnston eventually just sat there 
with a sheepish grin. Lesson learned is not to fly a canoe on your float during gusty windy days.  

  

This incident reminds me of a story I later learned from one of our pilots. I believe this story made 
the rounds everywhere there were green bush pilots. It seems that a prospector used to fly into his 
cabin on a small lake every spring after break-up. One lovely spring day he went down to the dock 
of the aviation company and loaded his gear on the float plane. A young bush pilot supervised and 
after checking his load and the aircraft, got the prospector in the passenger seat and took off for the 
cabin lake. They reached the lake and the pilot circled the lake and turned to the prospector and 
said that he didn’t think he could land on that lake as it was too small. The prospector firmly stated 
that he could not see why not as he had been coming every year for the last 20 years and the pilots 
never had a problem landing. Well, the young pilot circled again and the argument continued for a 
couple more circles and looks at the lake. Finally, the young pilot said that if all the other pilots could 
land there then there should not be a reason why he couldn’t. The pilot lined up, dropped his flaps, 
pulled back on his throttle and dropped sharply onto wind side of the lake. The pilot cut his power, 
rocked his floats and pulled back on the yoke but the plane ran down the lake and crashed into the 
bush for 100 metres or so and came to an abrupt halt. When the pilot got settled down a bit he 
turned to the prospector and asked "If so many pilots had landed there before how the heck did they 
do it?" Same way you did! The lesson is not to let old bushwhackers tell you how to fly your plane!  

 

Before leaving this section, I should explain why Lorne was not here at this fly camp. Many geology 
students take a job as a junior assistant in remote areas of Canada not ever having any experience 
in the remote bush. Both Lorne and I, like many, found it difficult to adjust to all aspects of remote 
life at first, the lack of civilization and its comforts, the quiet, the loneliness and the hard work. After a 
week or so most adjust to this new life and settle in to the adventure of this remote and tough life 
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style. I have seen some not give it a chance and leave in that first week no matter how you try to get 
them to give it a chance. Then there are some, like Lorne, who get through that critical week and 
last for quite a while. In these individuals the experience is like a rude awakening to the field of 
studies they chose and they start to thinking on it. About mid-August, I could see Lorne was not 
happy. One night before I was to go on traverse with Dr. Johnston, Lorne told me he had decided 
not to go into geology and try geography instead. Lorne, like me, was not a young junior; we both 
were 22 years old having taking time off and trying different fields of study. Lorne said he was going 
to call a plane in on Dr. Johnston’s radio the next day after we left for the field and the next day we 
wished each other the best. About noon that day, Dr. Johnston and I were up on a hill eating our 
lunch when we heard a plane landing nearby. Dr. Johnston said that it sounded like it was landing at 
our lake."Yep!" There was a moment or two of silence and then Dr. Johnston stated “Lorne’s leaving 
isn’t he?” "Yep!" Well, that was that, and now we were two in the bush until later in September (I was 
not returning to U of S that fall and instead going to Europe with a friend from Swift Current.) I never 
saw Lorne Sully again and only very recently learned that after a long career as a city planner in 
Saskatoon, Lorne passed away December 2017. Even though we were not lifelong friends, I felt 
sadness in that I had lost my first bush friend in my lifelong career in hard rock mineral exploration.  

  

7. Bears, Exam Writing, Fishing, Entertainment, Visitors, Etcetera  
My last chapter and quite a wide territory is 
covered! What would be a geological bush 
adventure without black bears or fishing? 
And, how about visitors to the camp, writing 
your university supplemental exam here or 
Saturday nights experienced in the woods? 
Perhaps, a short note on furniture building 
and boating safety is needed?  

In Northern Canada black bears abound 
everywhere. Some years you can see 
several from the air if you are in a job that 
requires a helicopter to daily take you out to 
your work area. When you are essentially 
on the ground you seldom see a bear as 
they usually hear or smell you well in 
advance of your arrival. Now bush camps, 
unless kept spotless become magnets for 
bears as they smell delicious scents of 
bacon or simple ordinary garbage. At our camp Dr. Johnston would have us put grease in air tight 
jars and burn, flatten and bury our tins. Slops were taken out each day by the field crew and left well 
away from our island; it being a defense against bears even though they can swim if the urge is 
great enough. Well despite being on an island, when we returned from our first fly camp which left 
our main camp abandoned for a couple weeks, we saw we had been visited by one of those critters 
(Photos 32, 33 and 34).  

Photo 32: Cook Tent, New Entrances!  
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Yes, despite all our precautions and being on an island requiring a good swim in cold water, the 
black bruin had found our camp. Hmmm, what’s in here? I think I smell something good so I better 
open up every box and find out what. Something smells good inside this mossy hump so I’d better 
tear it apart and take a peek inside. Oh, yum, a case of bread. What are these orange round things 
in a case? I’d better drag this case into the bush and every so often taste one of them. Gee! Each 
orange ball tastes terrible, maybe the next one? On and on until about 40-50 oranges had been 
bitten and discarded over a few hundred feet of bush! The apples were great though! I managed to 
break into that tin of grease and it was very tasty. Thank you very much for the grub and sorry about 
the mess!  

 

Well, we were not impressed at all. Now back in those days when you had a problem bear you could 
dispose of it and most camps had a high powered rifle to do the job. In our area, if you did so you 
notified the Department of Natural Resources and they will come out and pick up the bear and 
deliver it to a nearby aboriginal village for the hide, if useable and the meat. Dr. Johnston said we 
should set up attractive bait so we caught a couple trout and hung them by our washstand north of 
our cook tent near the lake. Dr. Johnston said he would spend the night in the cook tent, since 
straightened out with a tarp covering the hole in the roof, and wait for the bear. I set up an early 
warning device for Dr. Johnston consisting of a fish line with tin cans that would warn of the bears 
approach (the attraction of fresh fish way overshadows a noise of clunking tins for a bear).  

Photo 33: Root Cellar Plundered!  Photo 34: Who's Been Eating My Porridge?  
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Well, Lorne and I settled in our tent just up 
the esker and back of the cook tent. We were 
a bit nervous because Dr. Johnston’s camp 
gun was a Cooey single shot 12 gauge using 
ammunition loaded with SSG shot, sort of a 
big buck shot. Well, I have heard of some 
aboriginals using 22 caliber varmint rifles to 
shoot bear but most would use a much 
higher powered rifle as bears are big tough 
critters. About 11 pm a shot rang out and 
then something big ran by our tent back 
behind us in the centre part of the island. 
Lorne and I had no protection for a wounded 
bear and we were even more nervous when 
we heard an animal groan loudly from the 
bush. Then we heard Dr. Johnston take the 
canoe and spend some time circling the 
island. When he returned he told us he had hit the bear but could not find it. Oh, boy! A wounded 
bear on our island!  

 

The next day I was to write a supplemental exam for Dr. 
Coleman’s Minerology & Petrology 1 and had set up a 
small study-exam tent out back of our sleep tent, 
somewhere where the wounded bear ran to (Photo 35). 
Enroute to this tent, I found our black bear dead (Photo 
36 and 37). That groan must have been his death call.  

Photo 35: U of S Partridge Lake Exam Room 

Photo 36: Author and Dead Black Bear. 
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Well, just like students at the U of S in Saskatoon, we had to start the exam on time at 9 am and 
finish at 12 noon. Dr. Johnston had agreed to invigilate my exam and had the appropriate 
permissions from the U of S. The day was hot and, as the bear lay ripening in the sun, I wrote my 
Mineralogy and Petrology 1 supplemental exam with Dr. Johnston sitting at a table outside 
observing that I didn’t cheat and working on his maps and cursing the bugs. I had suggested he join 
me in the tent but he said it was too small. As a digression, senior geology students warned me that 
Dr. Coleman never passed any student on a supplemental exam so what I was going to do would be 
useless. Well, I was stubborn and did it anyway. I had been studying and after writing the exam I 
was sure I passed it! When the results came back I had not passed and took the class over again 
and passed that time. I can only assume that as one only achieved 50% in a supplemental, Dr. 
Coleman believed that the student should have the opportunity to get a better mark than that, and I 
did.  

 

Well, after the exam, we looked at the bear bloating in the sun. We decided that no aboriginals 
would want this ripening bear so decided to dispose of it. Johnston asked me if I would like to eat 
lunch first and I refused due to the smell. We were closer to the west side of the island and there 
was no esker to climb over, so Dr. Johnston got the 14 foot square stern aluminum canoe and 
brought it to that side. I rigged a spruce pole to go through the bears legs which I had tied both the 
front and back together. Lorne and I hoisted the bear and a whiff of rotten bear damn near made me 
throw-up! We got the bear to the lake and Dr. Johnston wanted to put it in the canoe. I said let’s just 
tow it behind the canoe as it is so full of gas it will float. Well, it did and we moved it a few hundreds 
of metres away on the mainland away from the island for the scavengers like wolves, ravens or mink 
to feast on. I wanted to harvest a bear tooth or two as a souvenir but trying to remove one of those 
teeth with a plier was almost impossible (Photo 37).  

Photo 37: Tough Teeth on a Bear 
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Then I tried to use my rock hammer and an axe but looking at the dead bear reminded me of a dog 
and I just couldn’t do it. We left this poor guy to feed the other bush varmints and headed back for 
lunch. As a side note, I have only been involved in the killing of nuisance bears about three times in 
my entire career and it never brought me any joy. Growing up in Swift Current I had many enjoyable 
hunting experiences with my father and uncles but we were duck, goose and upland game hunters 
and ate what we harvested. Big game hunting was never a desire of mine even to this day but I do 
not believe that my opinions should necessarily be those of others, especially aboriginals who use 
black bear meat and hides.  
 
 
We didn’t go fishing all the time as we were usually 
tired by the time we had supper and wished to relax 
and read a book before falling asleep for the next early 
rise. However, we did go out occasionally and the trout 
fishing was excellent as shown by Lorne (Photo 38). I 
can’t remember if any of us were lovers of fish, I know 
I wasn’t having been raised a Catholic subjected to 
fish only Fridays, but we must have had one or two 
meals with fresh fried trout. One other fishing 
expedition we went on was in May when the suckers 
were running (spawning) in the streams. Dr. Johnston 
told me one day, I believe it was on a Saturday (in the 
bush you lose track of days), that while he and Lorne 
were out in the field I should construct fish spears. I 
was to use spiking nails and stove pipe wire and 
attach these firmly, as a trident, to the end of 2-3 metre birch poles. That evening, after supper, we 
would go to a nearby stream and spear suckers. Well, Lorne and I were less than enthusiastic but 
Dr. Johnston was so excited about spearing that we sort of caught the fever! Arrival at the stream 
indicated the shallow water was alive with suckers. We all sort of started chasing the suckers around 
in the rocky stream and trying to spear them but soon my tridents fell apart and we started clubbing 
them. Lorne and I eventually looked at one another and decided this was not really for us. Dr. 
Johnston was a bit disappointed that we didn’t enjoy the activity as did he. We later found out that 
Dr. Johnston always did this just before a supply flight. He would clean the suckers and send them 
out to be frozen at the Department of Mineral Resources base in La Ronge for him to take home at 
the end of the season. I say DMR as the base housed both the Saskatchewan Geological Survey 
and Resident Geologist but also the Mining Recorder. Dr. Johnson said suckers in spring time in 
cold water were delicious to eat but he always cut the heads off. This action was because the first 
time he came home with suckers with the head on his wife refused to eat them as they looked so 
ugly. After that, when the headless fish got home in Regina, he would tell her they were lake trout.  
 
 

Photo 38: Lorne with Two Nice Lake Trout. 

419 May 2019



  

 
Student Travels 

 Field Work 

U of S Geology Students Summer Jobs with the  

Saskatchewan Geological Survey (SGS); My Experience Summer of 1969 

 By Allan Willy BSc. Adv. 1972, Post-Grad Diploma 1976  

 

So what did we do for entertainment other than reading 
and sucker spearing? Not a heck of a lot for after a 
couple weeks Lorne and I had about told each other all 
of our life stories and Dr. Johnston was always too busy 
at nights working on his report and maps to chat.  

I did bring up a cheaper acoustic guitar but not having 
many lessons, I tossed that aside for more appropriate 
times (Photo 39). And on one of our fly camps Lorne 
pitched rocks to me in our practicing for a game of 
rockball (Photo 40). If the pitcher hits the batter, and the 
batter is still conscious, he has to locate his base 

somewhere in the woods. If the hitter connects then 
the pitcher better duck! After a few weeks in the bush, 
the juniors tend to get a wee bit eccentric!  

 

While at fly camp no. 1 (Figure 2), Dr. Johnston had 
made a trek on his own to the main camp to make a 
radio call to check on his father who was in very poor 
health. Our supply flight arrived in the fly camp! We 
told the pilot that Dr. Johnston was in the main camp 
and the supplies, other than our mail and personal 
supplies were to go there. In with the personal orders 
was a gallon jug of semi-sweet Ore Gangue hockey cheering squad wine and a case of 12 beers. 
Now alcohol was strictly verboten in Dr. Johnston’s camp so we, well I, had ordered on the sly 
through a letter to the expeditor. Well, here it was morning and nothing to do as Dr. Johnston was 
away and had not left us any orders as this was just a fly camp. So Lorne and I decided to have a 
few swigs of the grape juice and later well, I sort of passed out (Photo 41)...just kidding we faked the 

photo! After about one beer each and a few ounces of 
wine, Lorne and I decided this was stupid. If we get 
drunk where do we go, down to the nearest town? We 
hardly got a buzz on but had a taste of the stuff we 
enjoyed in civilization. When we walked out of this fly 
camp heading back to main camp, my packsack (with 
tumpline) had a few extra pounds consisting of an 
almost full gallon jug of joy juice and about 10 bottles of 
beer. That is why I felt like I could walk on air after I 
dropped my packsack to the ground! Other than another 
couple of beers, I took that booze back home with me 
when we left in September. However, it didn’t last long 

down there!  

Photo 39: Woodstock Staring "Arlo" Willy 

Photo 40: Rockball Batter Up. 

Photo 41: Wine Spo-Dee-Odee Drinking Wine!  

420 May 2019



  

 
Student Travels 

 Field Work 

U of S Geology Students Summer Jobs with the  

Saskatchewan Geological Survey (SGS); My Experience Summer of 1969 

 By Allan Willy BSc. Adv. 1972, Post-Grad Diploma 1976  

 

In July, a supply flight came in with a couple of Saskatchewan Geological Survey people, Dr. Ralph 
Cheeseman, Chief Geologist Precambrian Division SGS and Andrew Gracie, Resident Geologist, La 
Ronge. Dr. Johnston was not too happy as he liked to get things done as cheaply as possible and 
didn’t really like anyone looking over his shoulder, as do most of we geologists. We unloaded our 
supplies and then flew a couple flights over to fly camp no. 2 to retrieve our camp gear (Figure 2). 
Drs. Cheeseman and Johnston flew over to the area on the first flight and remained to examine 
some rocks until the last flight back to main camp. Andrew Gracie, Lorne and I all remained at main 
camp except to unload supplies. At one point I heard the plane returning so I walked down to the 
dock and wondered were Dr. Gracie had gone. Way out in the lake I saw him swimming, all alone 
and an aircraft coming to land! Well, fortunate for Dr. Gracie, he was not in the path of the aircraft 
and didn’t have a cramp or something and drown! The “Cheeses” left and we went on with life as 
normal.  
 
Another event of visitors happened in August, and Dr. Johnston was very happy to see these 
visitors...his family. It appears that the Saskatchewan Geological Survey allows their party chiefs to 
bring in their families for a summer vacation for a couple weeks each year, a nice perk! Dr. 
Johnson’s wife Margaret arrived with her 11 year old son Rex, and his younger sister, Joy and even 
younger brother Kim. It was enjoyable to have a family in camp to bring a bit of civilization to our 
lives! During one of my field days, Dr. Johnston brought his son Rex along and Rex tailed along with 
me and was good company. Also, and justifiably so, Dr. Johnston planned the traverse to be an 
easy one through a burn area and shorter than usual. Nonetheless, even an open burn area in the 
bush was a challenge to any kid and Rex did well. I think the family had an enjoyable time fishing 
and berry picking and simply relaxing and it was over too soon for Lorne and I and we were back 
alone again as we three!  

 
When we first arrived and set up the main camp I 
slept on an air mattress on the ground. That air 
mattress had a small leak and about 3 am I was flat 
on the bumpy ground floor of our sleep tent. Well, it 
took about a week before I had a day in camp with 
sunny drying weather before I could dip that air 
mattress in the lake, find the tiny air bubbles from the 
leak, mark the hole for repair and then dry the 
mattress before patching it. Well, when I had time, I 
decided I needed to get off the ground and built 
myself a bunk and off-ground storage platform (Photo 
42). I also found some flat rocks and placed them 
beside this bunk to give me a clean place to step 

instead of in the powdery dirt and Cariboo mosses 
which got all in your wool work socks. Over the years I have noted that whether in ordinary 
prospector tents or in wood frame and floor tents, if you are there for a couple months you make 
your living quarters more comfortable. You can’t go down to the store, so you make what you can 
using what tools you have.  

Photo 42: My Bunk in Sleep Tent Main  Camp. 
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This should perhaps be under field work but let’s 
consider this safety around the water. In May, Dr. 
Johnston and I went east from our island, portaged our 
12 foot wooden paddler canoe up northeast into a 
narrow 200 metre wide inlet on the south shore of the 
mighty Macoun Lake. We, for some reason, had not 
brought the life jackets which sat at the other end of 
our portage. It was about 8 am and the sun was 
shining and the lake was dead calm. Dr. Johnston and 
I paddled across this still but very icy spring water to 
the starting point of our traverse. When we returned the 
wind had risen and the water looked ominous. The 

choice was to go across or to paddle way around and still face waves at the south end but be close 
to shore. Well unlike in Photo 42, the waves didn’t seem to be breaking and didn’t seem as ominous 
as these waves. Without life jackets and facing a good 
distance over possibly rough water, Dr. Johnston on the 
stern and I in the front started paddling across the inlet. 
Well, let me tell you, when we hit the middle the waves 
may not have been breaking, but good Lord they were 
huge swells for a paddler canoe, about one to one and 
one half metres high. Dr. Johnston was screaming at 
me to paddle and I screamed back I am, I am! Most of 
the time my paddle was paddling air as the waves were 
so high. I think both of us, I know I did, thought we were 
gone. For sure, if the canoe tipped hypothermia would 
have got us and we would have sunk beneath the 
waves. Obviously, I am still here writing this story, we 
made it across the inlet but we had a real good scare. 
Never ever not wear life jackets and remember that if 
the water is deep the waves do not break. Perhaps, for 
those waters it is best to use the big canoe (Photo 43).  

 
 
Soon I will have to call up Athabasca Air “Taxi” and 
head to La Ronge, then catch the STC bus home to 
Swift Current and then off to Europe with my friend for 
a couple months. Next year I’ll be back in geology 
working towards a career in mineral exploration. Good-
bye to Summer 1969, my first bush experience in 
Precambrian hardrock geology! 

Photo 42: Stormy Wavy Day Beware!  

Photo 43: 16 Foot Freighter with Outboard. 

 Photo 44: DHC6 Twin Otter – “Bush Taxi Cab” 
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8. Epilogue 

 

 

After 1969 the three of us continued with our lives with Dr. W.G.Q Johnston continuing to work as a 
party chief with the Precambrian Section of the Saskatchewan Geological Survey, Lorne Sully 
switching his major at the U of S to Geography and I taking a couple month long European vacation 
and returning to my geoscience studies at the U of S continuing into a lifelong career as a mineral 
exploration geologist. I joined the workforce in 1972 and got married but that lasted but a brief time 
and I was single and returned to the U of S geology fall of 1975. In that year Dr. Caldwell got me into 
his postgraduate diploma program in geological sciences, the inaugural year. John Pearson also 
returned and was the only other candidate for the diploma program. We both passed this program 
with me returning to mineral exploration in 1976 and John going on for his masters in geology.  

 

I have spent all those years since then working mostly as a consultant geologist in uranium and gold 
exploration but also being involved as an officer and director of a couple of junior resource 
companies working in Canadian gold exploration. I often tell people that I have never become 
financially rich from being a mineral exploration geologist and junior mining executive, I have been 
miserably hot in bush country in the summer, freezing cold in the winter, bug bitten, up to my rear in 
wet swampy ground, been upset and angry but I have NEVER been bored! The summer of 1969 led 
me into a life of adventure both in the bush and in the financial district of Toronto. I have met all 
sorts of interesting people who were prospectors, geologists, geophysicists, bush pilots, diamond 
drillers, line cutters and claim stakers, investment bankers and stock brokers, general local bush 
workers, shareholders and the like and have seen parts of Canada that most Canadians will never 
have the opportunity to see. Why did I do it for so little financial reward? Well, I like most 
prospectors, always had a dream of getting rich and I always, well most always, had fun along the 
way. Now, because of poor health in the family, I have retired to be a care giver to my wife, Dawne. I 
have no regrets, would do it all over again (with some changes, of course!) and for young persons 
who like the out of doors and non-routine 
adventurous life, I would highly recommend a 
career as a mineral exploration geologist.  

 

Two of my partners from that summer of 1969 
have now passed on: Dr. W.G.Q Johnston 1922-
2004 and Lorne Sully 1947-2017. When Lorne 
Sully left our camp in August of 1969 he 
transferred into Geography and from 1971 until his 
death worked as a city planner in Saskatoon. He 
had gotten married and had children.  

Lorne Sully Ore Ganguer RIP . 2017 and 1969. 
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Dr. William George Q. Johnston, 1922 – 2004 

 

The following is a short biography on Dr. Johnston provided by his son, Rex, who graduated in 
geology from the U of S in 1982 and was a member of the Ore Gangue.  
 
 “Bill was born 01-April-1922 in Coppercliff, Ontario.  'Mother Inco' laid off a lot of employees (incl 
Bill's Father and uncles) at the onset of, or just before the Great Depression.  The Ontario 
government at the time was trying to open up development in northern Ontario.  'Homesteads' were 
being practically given away in the clay belt south of Timmins.  His father and uncles took tracts of 
land near Elk Lake, on the Montreal River, between Haileybury and New Liskeard.  This land was 
advertised by the provincial gov't as 'great farmland', but after a bumper crop the first year, produced 
nothing else (apparently there is not much for plant nutrients in glacial silt).  So they were all back to 
what they came from in Sudbury, cutting pulp in the winter and/or working underground in the mines. 
 
Dad worked at Pamour in Timmins, and other underground gold mines.  He told me once he was 
content with that - that's what the rest of his family did.  His Mother was a schoolteacher - she 
applied on his behalf for an undergraduate scholarship in engineering at Queen's.  He was 
accepted.  By the time she got word to him (he was working underground in Timmins at the time), 
the fall session had started.  He was not happy with his meddling mother, but travelled to Kingston 
and reported for classes a month or more late.  He graduated with a degree in Mining Engineering 
(all the other engineering branches "looked boring" or were "friggin' desk jobs"), with 'specialization 
in geology'.   
 
He started work on a Master's in geology at McGill, but switched to UBC the same year.  Gunning at 
UBC was his advisor. 
 
Dad completed his Ph.D. in geology at MIT in 1950.  His thesis was done on high temp/high 
metamorphic grade, mutilated rocks of the Grenville Province, near where he grew up.  Which is 
likely how he got the field assignment he did from the Saskatchewan DMR. 
 
Bill worked with the GSC shortly after finishing his Ph.D. in 1950.  His work with the Ontario Dept. of 
Mines would have been mid-1950's.  He was resident geologist (and acting mining recorder, or 
something to that affect) in the late-1950's.  I don't have the exact years for that.  Between 1958 and 
1964, we spent time at/near the San Antonio gold mine near Bissett, Manitoba, did the resident 
geologist stint in Kenora, Ontario, worked at a mercury mine (closed) in Washington State, and a 
small gold mine on Oregon (closed).  Somewhere in there he also worked briefly at the Treadwell 
gold mine in Alaska.  We and Mom were left behind at the mercury mine for this - I remember Mom 
being some pissed at that.      
 
Bill worked for the Saskatchewan DMR from 1964 to 1984.  One of his last years he was 'loaned out' 
to SMDC (or collaborated with them on their mineral properties?) where he conducted an evaluation 
of gold occurrences and deposits in the Waddy Lake area. 
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Dr. William George Q. Johnston, 1922 – 2004 

He worked on his own research in retirement.  A hobby, really, not for $.  He was always interested 
in glaciation, and in particular, glacial erratics.  As a kid on the Montreal River, he once found a good 
sized, angular boulder of massive sulphide.  Sometime during- or post-school days he realized the 
boulder might have been from the Kidd Creek deposit.  Anyway, post-1984 he spent lots of time 
driving around western Canada, wandering around farmers’ fields collecting erratics of unique or 
rare rock type in an attempt to add to the glacial history picture.  He was still working on it when he 
died.  He did a lot of this on his own, but got some help, financial and otherwise, from or through 
Brian Schreiner of the Saskatchewan Research Council.” 

Al Willy comments “I respected Dr. Johnston, for though he was a difficult man to work for, he taught 
me lots about the field of geology and how to survive in the bush country.  Rex Johnston’s biography 
on his father made me respect and admire Dr. Johnston even more so. From a hard rock miner in 
Timmins to graduating with a Ph.D. in Geology from MIT and working for the Geological Survey of 
Canada, the Ontario Department of Mines, the Saskatchewan Geological Survey and then in 
quaternary research just for the academic interest it presented, illustrates the backbone and drive of 
people like Dr. Johnston who were and are associated with the mineral exploration and mining 
industry.  And, now I know where Dr. Johnston learned that colorful language he used to express 
himself, taught in the mining stopes of Timmins!” 

The geological report and maps for this 1969 experience is available for download following the link 
for Report No. 149 “The Geology of the May Lake Area (Northwest Quarter) Saskatchewan by 
W.G.Q. Johnston 1973 http://publications.gov.sk.ca/details.cfm?p=7335. 

425 May 2019

http://publications.gov.sk.ca/details.cfm?p=7335


  

 
Student Travels 

 Field Work 

 

Field work offered the students ample opportunity to travel by boat, plane or helicopter. Though 

sometimes the boat and planes were a little smaller than what the average traveler would expect. 

Tents were used for cooking and sleeping. The laundry, shower and toilet  facilities were interesting.  

Typical Bush Pictures summer of 1976 working for 

Bill Johnston with the DMR, north of Reindeer 

Lake. From Barry Mazurkewich. (pictured holding 

the Brunton compass).  Top Left: Tom ? And Greg 

Smith.  
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By Jeff Boissonneault 

 

I worked at the Precambrian Geological Laboratory (Core Storage Facility) in La Ronge, 
Saskatchewan  as a summer student for Saskatchewan Energy and Mines in the summer of 1986. 
My boss was Dr. Andrew Gracie. 

 

My duties included driving up north to access drill cores that had been taken on-site from various 
exploration locales, and bringing them back via Beaver aircraft and Ford pick-up truck, to the core 
storage facility. Although I never did any field mapping, I did spend a lot of time at various remote 
locations in Northern Saskatchewan – generally on my own, slogging 50-60 lb boxes of core through 
muskeg and forest, with no one for company except the black flies, mule flies, deer flies, horse flies, 
and mosquitos. I did develop some decent biceps, however. 

 

One vivid recollection: the core storage facility was home to various uranium exploration drill cores, 
which, when containing uranium shows, would emit some amount of Radon gas. According to 
Wikipedia (my hard-rock knowledge being 30 years out of date), radium-226 is found in uranium 
ores, and it rapidly decays to radon gas – which would build up in the core storage facility overnight. 
Apparently radon gas is harmful – who knew? 

 

During the day, we would keep the core storage garage bay doors open. At night, they would be 
closed and locked. It was one of my duties to open the door, from the inside, every morning...so I 
would open the man-door, take a deep breath, run into the core storage area, open the large garage 
doors , then run back out of the storage area – all while holding my breath. No idea if this was an 
acceptable way to deal with radon gas, but I got good at holding my breath for 30+ seconds while 
running! 

 

Jeff Boissonneault 

August 29, 2018 
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PowerPoint created Angie Bilanski Simpson 

Althea Lincoln (top), Mac Millard (middle) and Don Chipley 

(right), 1980. 
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PowerPoint created Angie Bilanski Simpson 

Kirsten Marcia and Tabetha Parrack Stirrett with Frank McDougall, summer 1998 Claude Resources.  
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Memories of my first field experience, Summer of 1990.  

By Wayne Laturnas 

 

I was hired by Granges Inc. in the summer of 
1990 to help prospect for gold in Northern 
Saskatchewan. I was both excited and nervous 
to see what this first field adventure would have 
in store for me. I took comfort in knowing that 
our entire field team consisted of fellow Ore 
Gangue members; John Fedorowich, Brian 
Janser, Riona Bernatsky Freeman and Paul 
Graham. 

 

 

 My most vivid memory of that summer was 
prospecting on Wolverine Lake, Saskatchewan.  
We had been sent to this location to evaluate a 
high grade gold till sample that was collected 
the year before. We began by stripping away 
the trees and soil and once that was completed 
we had a quartz vein to evaluate.  We then cut 
channel samples with a rock saw across the 
vein to evaluate gold concentrations. The previous year’s till data had such a high gold 
concentration that we should be finding visible gold but we hadn’t found any to that point.  While 
eating my lunch on the quartz vein, I noticed what looked like visible gold.  I took a sample with my 
rock hammer and, sure enough, it was my first discovery of visible gold. I instantly had gold fever!! I 
showed it to John Fedorowich, the chief geologist, and he was very excited, as it helped him solve 
the location of the high gold concentrations. That specimen indicated visible gold had precipitated 
out on the reverse slip slickenside surfaces. John then proceeded to go over to every slickenside 
surface and crack off a sample. Every single one had gold on it!!  

L to R: Paul Graham, John Fedorowich, Brian Janser, 
Wayne Laturnas and Riona Bernatsky Freeman 

Left Photo - L to R: John Fedorowich 
and Wayne Laturnas with freshly 
caught dinner  

 

Right Photo: Brian Janser cleaning 
off outcrop  
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Memories of my first field experience, Summer of 1990.  

By Wayne Laturnas 

The quartz vein ready for detailed 
study 

Left: John Fedorowich marking the locations for the channel cuts. Middle: Riona Bernatsky Freeman and 
Wayne Laturnas cutting the channels. Right Photo:  Paul Graham getting the chainsaw ready to cut up the 
bush piles  

Final map of the quartz vein with channel cut locations, by John 
Fedorowich 
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 Geoff Gogal displaying the arctic 
grayling caught by Wayne Laturnas on 
the Maguse River, NWT 

Wayne Laturnas with Lake Trout caught in Quartzite Lake, NWT  

Northern Saskatchewan field camp bush toilet  

Brian Janser unloading groceries from de Havilland 
Beaver, Wapawekka Lake, SK 
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Top Left: Wayne Laturnas in the helicopter that 
supported the 1992 Northwest Territories field season for 
Placer Dome. Top Right: Project Geologist, Robert 
Stroshein in office tent. 

Above: Turquetil Lake gold showing 

Left: 1992 Turquetil Lake, NWT field camp 
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Thompson Brothers Lithium Project 

Wekusko (Herb) Lake, MB, Jan 2018 

Wekusko (Herb) Lake 2018. Photos from Dale Schultz. Top: Ice Road to Wekusko Lake. Middle L-R: Testing 

Wekusko ice Road, Searching for Drill Casing, Access Road Maintenance. Bottom L-R: Core Logging Facility, 

Diamond Drill, Mobilization of Drill.  
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Thompson Brothers Lithium Project 

Wekusko (Herb) Lake, MB, Jan 2018 

Further Online Reading on Herb Lake: 

Manitoba History: High Stakes and Hard Times: Herb Lake and Depression-Era Mining in 
Northern Manitoba, by Will Steinburg: http://www.mhs.mb.ca/docs/mb_history/68/herblake.shtml 

Wekusko (Herb) Lake 2018. Photos from Dale Schultz . Left: Jackpine Forest on Wekusko Access Road. 

Top Right: Rock Polishing. Bottom Right: Measuring Drill Casing.  
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International Mining 
Through the years, U of S Geologists have been found working international, whether in Mining or 
Petroleum.  Here are a few photos from the mining perspective.  

Left: Corazon Mine Ecuador.  

Top Right: Quito Ecuador.  

Bottom Right: Beach Ecuador. 

Student Travels 

Left: Mine Myanmar. Middle: Shwedagon Pagoda, Myanmar. Right: Dale Schultz  in Mandalay, 
Myanmar. 
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International Mining 
 

 

Top Left: Cueva del Indio, Cuba. 

Top Right: Dale Schultz  — Tsunamiites in Cuba 

Bottom Left: Dale Schultz — Havana, Cuba. 
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Czechland where we were trying to get a gold 
mine delineated. This was both surface and 
underground drilling. The area was first mined by 
the ancient Celts over 2,000 years ago and then 
again about 500 years ago. The gold deposit is 
still there.  Photo from Frank Hrdy.  

Some photos from an exploration project I was 
involved with in 1996 in Northern Greece. This 
was first mined around 330 B.C. during 
Alexander The Great's time to help fund his 
armies. Last I heard it is now a big mine.  Photos 
From Frank Hrdy.  Top Right: Frank logging core 
from the Skouries deposit.  Bottom Left: Scouries 
Copper-Gold Porphyry "open pit" first mined 
during Alexander The Great's time (330 B.C.). 
The mining town of Stratoni (where we worked) 
where the philosopher Aristotle was born. You 
can see the mining operation in the background.  

Photos from Frank Hrdy.  
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Haiti, where we were drilling a copper porphyry. This property also includes a gold deposit that was mined 
during the time when Columbus discovered the place. Photo from Frank Hrdy.  
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Gary Billingsley, Ivan Young, Dale Schultz, Mostafa Fayek, Kevin Ansdell, Frank Hrdy, Kurt Kyser, and 
Cam McCuaig. 1992.  Scary Twin Otter flight to Santoy Lake, where they  trekked a long way to see a 
quartz vein. They  got soaked, Dale sprained an ankle and then they flew back.  

All Grad Field Trip photos on these two 
pages from Frank Hrdy.  

Dr. Kerrich with the grad students.  
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Grad Student Field Trips: Homestake Mine, SD 

 

Homestake Mine in South Dakota, early 90s. Left: Mostafa Faylek and Dr. Kyser. Right: Dr. Stauffer 
panning for Gold.  

441 May 2019



  

 

  Field Work 

Canadian Work 
 

 

 

 

 

Student Travels 

Amisk Lake off Missi Island. This is where the 
ore truck went through the ice. We had to 
get a dive team to recover it. Photo from 
Frank Hrdy.  

Tartan Lake in Northern Manitoba. Even 
before the mine was put into production. 
This is where we lived for the entire summer. 
This was before cell phones and internet. Not 
even television. Photo from Frank Hrdy.  

Inulik Lake, NWT, Canada. Photo from 
Frank Hrdy.  
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Photo was found in Ore Gangue Lounge. Communication below is between brothers Cliff Herman 
and Ted Herman: 
 
Ted,  

This picture wouldn’t by chance be from a recovery operation of the helicopter that went down when 
you were involved in moving a camp? 

-Cliff 

 

Wow!  That’s very possible, Cliff.  In fact, very likely.  It looks very much the way I remember 
it.  The helicopter lay upside down in the water and that was the way they hooked onto it to haul it 
off. 

  

We were moving camp just north of La Ronge from Ramsland Lake to Hebden Lake and we had 
hired Athabasca Airlines to do the move by helicopter.  The two camps were probably not much 
more than 5 or 10 kilometres apart and it was thought more economical to do this move 
by helicopter than to do it by Twin Otter.  Some of our crew remained at Ramsland Lake preparing 
loads to be slung and the rest of the crew had moved on to Hebden Lake to receive the loads as 
they came in.  We had built a great dock at Hebden Lake in advance of this move thinking that this 
would greatly facilitate the dropping off of loads.  But somehow the pilot ended up releasing a load 
(probably the 4th or 5th load) that teetered on the edge of our 6’ or 7’ wide dock. 

  

It soon slid into the water and with it still floating the pilot cozied up with his skid and began pushing 
it toward the shoreline.  The helicopter tilted to the right and I understand the prop hit the water.  In 
what was probably the blink of an eye the helicopter lay upside down in the 2’ to 4’ of lake 
water.  Amazingly, a Saskatchewan Research Council geologist named Janet Campbell --- she and 
Rick Sereda were staying with us to carry out a regional till sampling program for the SRC --- was on 
the dock at the time and had the helicopter tilted left instead of right, who knows what fate she might 
have suffered. 

  

Nobody was hurt in this mishap.  However, this pilot went to another SMDC job (MacArthur River) 
where they were moving a drill by helicopter.  I believe this was no more than 3 or 4 days later.  He 
hit the drill tower with the main rotor and he was killed.  I think he wiped out Athabasca Airways’ 
entire fleet of Bell 206 helicopters in less than a week.   

Ted 
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The Western Inter-University Geological Conference, WIUGC, frequently referred to as the ‘wee-
gee’ was the creation of students at the University of Saskatchewan.  First held in Saskatoon in 
1965, the concept of the conference actually saw mention several years earlier, in the 1961-1962 
edition of The Concentrates. Thanks go to the Ore Gangue of that year for the suggestion that has 
proven to be one of the most enduring, entertaining and unique events in the Ore Gangue’s history. 

 

“ We have noticed the beneficial results on students from talks noted by people in the field 
of geology. We also noticed student’s surprise and interest upon hearing Dr. McKenzie’s 
intimate account of people we only know as authors of imposing text books. From this we 
concluded that something should be done on the student level to improve communication 
with other geological institutions.  

Specifically, we are thinking of contact between our own Ore Gangue and the Geological 
Societies of our closet neighbours, the Universities of Alberta and Manitoba. We feel that 
much would be gained in broadening the scope of the students and increasing the number 
of their acquaintances in the field of geology. By visiting these departments students could 
see different ideas in organization, course, text books and interests.  

The excursions to the Universities could be set up in the form of an “exchange weekend”.  
This could include a tour of the geology department, several formal talks by professors and 
students, sports competition and social gathering such as a meal and a dance. We hope the 
new executive will contact the geological Societies of these Universities to get their opinion 
is such an interchange.“ 

 

The first annual WIUGC in ’65 was summarized in the 1964-65 President’s message with the 
following quote: 

“ In February, the largest single project the Ore Gangue has probably ever undertaken was 
successfully concluded.  This project, the First Western Inter-University Geological 
Conference, was initiated in November 1964, and was held on February 13, 1965. The 
central theme, “The Future of Geology”, was very well received by both the speakers and 
the audience. The conference was organized entirely by the members of the Ore Gangue. 
Students from Manitoba, Montana, and Alberta attended and supported the conferences.” 

 

Subsequent conventions were held at various Western Canadian Universities.  The Department has 
always been supportive of the event, and the student body has always been appreciative of that 
support, frequently demonstrating that appreciation in the form of the many souvenirs that ultimately 
decorated the lounge.  From the Department Meeting minutes of December 1979:  
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  Student Travels 

WIUGC 

It’s been a challenge tracking down a full list of host cities throughout the WIUGC’s history.  
However, it’s safe to say that the U of S was enthusiastically and robustly represented by energetic 
contingents Ore Ganguers at every event.  Which also may explain the gaps in the host city list: 
those involved may wish to keep those robust and energetic events as unspoken, or as, at best, 
hazy recollections. 

What we have successfully found for documentation and pictures have been included here.  
Hopefully, as our alumni clean out garages and attics, or recover their memories, more WIUGC 
memorabilia and stories will be shared with us. 

 

 

 

  

1: 1965 Saskatoon 2: 1966 Edmonton 
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 Student Travels 

WIUGC 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WIUGC #3 & #6  not mentioned in The Concentrates.  

WIUGC  in 70s  not recorded since no issues of The 

Concentrates. Using the account books from the 70s, 

we know: 

•Oct 31, 1971 entry in records book indicates $595.00 
for bus fare to Winnipeg Conference 

•Oct 4, 1972 Contribution for travel expenses to 
WIUGC, Vancouver 

•Jan 14, 1974 Calgary Inn—Conference registration 

•Feb, 1976 several entries on gas for conference but 
no details 

•Feb 4, 1977 travel bursaries to conference but no 
details 

 

trates; Mentioned in 

5: 1969 Saskatoon 

4: 1968 Vancouver 
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WIUGC 

 

 

  

19: 1983 LOC unknown 

 Student Travels 

18: 1982 Winnipeg 

16: 1980 Saskatoon 17: 1981 Edmonton 

20:1984 Calgary 

11: 1975 Saskatoon 
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Student Travels 

WIUGC 

Tacky Ties and the Hadassah Bazaar 

 

It started in 1982 with Bobby and Rex Johnson.  The two Johnsons weren’t related, but did share 
the same name and house in Nutanna (said house is long since demolished, which is probably just 
coincidence, and to suggest anything else would be pure speculation). 

During the election for the Ore Gangue, Rex and Bob ran for office as president and I think VP 
respectively.  They started the “gaudy tie coalition” and encouraged and convinced everyone to 
wear the ugliest tie they could find as part of their campaign.  It took off from there. Lynn Goldberg 
arranged for Ore Gangue members to set up for the Hadassah Bazaar in the fall which paid 
handsomely and contributed to the Ore Gangue coffers.   Every year at the Hadassah, we’d find a 
box of hideous ties for sale and claim them at the end of the sale because no one else wanted them.  
There were usually 100-150 ties which were worn for the rest of the year during various get-
togethers, often on our heads.  When we travelled to the WIUGC, we’d go to the local Salvation 
Army and buy all their ties to wear at the final banquet. We’d dump them on a table and before you 
knew it, all participants from all schools where wearing them on their heads.   George King look 
particularly distinguished in Calgary one year, that is, before he threw a mattress down a 20 flight 
stairwell…  The ties would also protect your head during the inevitable bun fight that always 
occurred at the end of the banquets. 

Dr Gary Linassi 

From 1983-1984 Concentrates: Left:  Nancy Harland and Glori Cowan. Middle: Joy Marklund, Brent  Lacey, 
Tony Cadrin, Mayreen Wilks and Nancy Haid; behind Nancy Haid is Darcy Marud Right: Tom Yates, George 
King 

From Carey Galeschuk. Left: Pam Marud, Joe Dion. Right: Ted Herman, Anvil, Chuck MacDonald 
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WIUGC 

Tacky Ties and the Hadassah Bazaar 

 Student Travels 

From The Concentrates, 1988-1989 contact 
sheet.  

 
Top Left: Leslie Hartley 
 
Top Right: Kerry Klassen, Leona 
Schmidt, Laurel Schmidt, Michele 
Innes and Penny Fitzpatrick  
 
 Bottom: Dana Kasper, Rob 
Hendry, Jim Justinuk, Dale Schultz, 
Laurel Schmidt and Carey 
Galeschuk.  
 
From The Concentrates, 1987-
1988 contact sheets. 

Women’s Floor Hockey Team with Runners acquired 
from Hadassah Bazaar 
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WIUGC 

101 Dalmatians 
 

In 1985, after a night of debauchery, there was found inside the Ore 
Gangue lounge a cement dog. This was no ordinary dog. It was the 
infamous concrete replica that usually was located with another 
outside the local English pub in downtown Saskatoon.  The exact 
circumstances surrounding this dog’s arrival are unclear. However, 
the president was a little concerned since the Constable Big Mac 
incident was so recent and he didn’t want another police officer 
showing up to the lounge.  After some deliberation, it was decided it 
was best to release the hound elsewhere. There were 8 students 
taking the train to Lakehead University for the annual WIUGC 
pilgrimage and planned to alter and present it as a gift to the host 
Geology Student Society. They brought the heavy beast on board 
the train and stored it with their luggage. After checking into the 
hotel, they purchased the required materials to redo its look to 
match the famous formation of the Sudbury Nickel Deposit 
“Dalmatian Formation”. After painting it black with white spots (the 
opposite of a Dalmatian dog but exactly as the rock image), they 
left it outside the hotel back door to dry. A few hours later, they 
returned to pick up their dog only to discover the hound was gone. 

It turned out the security guard had put it in lost and found for safekeeping. They retrieved the dog 
and presented it the Lakehead Organizing committee as the thank-you gift, which certainly was 
more impressive than the coffee mugs and trophies given by the others.  It still is on display today in 
the Lakehead Geology Department. 

Attendees: Darcy Marud, Brent Jelllicoe, Colin Jellicoe, Karen Fyten, Ian Burt, Anne Benz, and Tony 
Cadrin 

 

Student Travels 

21: 1985 Thunderbay 

From  The Concentrates, 1982-1983.  

From the Archives, USAC, 
MG135_Box1_Activities_&_Individuals
2_Individuals_001 
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  Student Travels 

WIUGC 
 

 

 

   

22: 1986 Saskatoon 

23: 1987 Edmonton 

From The Concentrates, 1985-1986.  

From The Concentrates, 1986-1987.  
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WIUGC 

Bun Fights  

 

 

Who threw the first bun? Where and 
when did the first bunwar take place? 
Are the stories true?  And what are the 
stories anyway?  Naturally, names can 
be withheld to protect the ‘innocent 
bystanders’ and … others.  Was it true a 
guest speaker was hit in the face and 
was bleeding?  Was it true a crystal 
chandelier was destroyed (day-olds will 
do it every time, stick to fresh-baked 
kids) and the WIUGC organizers had to 
pay for repairs?  Which university went 
cheap and bought day-old bread? 

 

 

Student Travels 

From The Concentrates,  1990-1991. 

WIUGC in Winnipeg. From the Concentrates, 1981-1982 
Concentrates contact sheet.   1990 WIUGC Bun fight 
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WIUGC 

Bun Fights  

 

 

 

 

Re:  1972 WIUGC Conference. 

Bun wars had long become the ritual at the annual WIUGC banquet by the time I attended the UBC ’s hosting 
of the conference in Vancouver in 1972.  I recall the buns were intentionally not eaten during the meal by 
most conference attendees solely for the purpose of bunning the head table after speeches were 
complete.  That particular year the guest speaker was BC’s Minister of Mines.  He was not particu-
larly popular at the time because of the terrible economic condition of the province’s mining industry, 
which in reality was the same condition for all of   Canada’s mining industry.  In any case, the Minis-
ter took the brunt of despair among geo-students who’d been unable to find a relevant summer job 
that year in their chosen field, which in fact included the majority attending.  Once the table’s supply 
of bun ammunition had been depleted, a few more vocal students took up the bowl of sugar cubes 
and threw them in the direction of the head table.  Not a good scene that evening!  Certainly the 
Minister may have taken an injury that evening but I don’t have confirmation of it.  I do know howev-
er that there was serious discussion among the Geo-Dept heads for all WIUGC universities to con-
sider terminating the conference henceforth because of the sugar cubes.  Rumor had it later that let-
ters were sent by organizing students to the BC Minister with their apologies and calmer heads 
eventually prevailed.  History returned to normal as we all know it, that the WIUGC was allowed to 
continue.   -  Cliff H. 

  Student Travels 

Middle: 1993 WIUGC Bun fight from the 
perspective of the University of Calgary 
side.  

Left: Which event this was taken is 
unknown. Was this the bun fight event 
when a certain past president had to 
hide because he split his pants?  
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Student Travels 

WIUGC 
Going to Winnipeg 
 

In the late 80s, the WIUGC was hosted by University of Winnipeg. 
The Ore Gangue students loved the event so much they wanted to 
capture something to bring back with them to the lounge. A few 
students decided that the perfect keepsakes were the Portage and 
Main street signs. Those signs hung in the lounge for several 
years. During the 1991 WIUGC, no one noticed that the signs were 
stolen. The incident only came to light when the University of 
Manitoba gave the signs back to us as the thank-you gift for 
hosting the 1991 WIUGC. There were surprised looks on the Ore 
Ganguesters faces upon receiving the gift.  Note: At the 75 
Reunion (2009), I noticed the signs disappeared from the lounge. 
The story of where they went is unknown.  

Tracey Jungwirth 

24: 1988 Winnipeg 

Top Colin Kreller, Pat Jameison at Pub during  
1990-1991 year under the Portage and Main 
signs. 

Serge Jean, ??, ??  1993 Picture from Angie 

454 May 2019



 

 
Student Travels 

WIUGC 

 
Elvis Sighting 
 

Elvis was last seen in Western Canada. He was first spotted at the 
Hadassah Bazaar, in white suit with metal studs down the legs,  
arms and across the collar and pockets.  

He was next observed traveling at Vancouver airport security (did it 
or did it not set off the alarm?) with his 
final spot being at the Vancouver 
WIUGC 1989.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Food Fight 

 

At the “Beer and Bull” Event, a few students decided that head bashing 
food should be the entertainment. Many foreheads had quite the “bumps” 
after this event.  Hmm, did anyone have a concussion?  

25: 1989 Vancouver 
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WIUGC 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bobby Bandanas  

In 1990 we decided that tacky ties were not enough so there 

was a Sewing party to make bandanas just like Bobby Jurasin 

wore. Angie Bilanski’s mom lent us the sewing machine and 

helped us put together the masterpieces that we all (including 

Roger Aldag) wore with pride at WIUGC 1990. The images 

were cut out from our Fossil course  manuals.  

Student Travels 

26: 1990 Calgary 

Middle: Tracey Jungwirth & Greg Gudmundson. Bottom Middle: John Gorman with Roger Aldag. 
Bottom Right: Greg Burroughs & Kerry Klassen. 
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WIUGC 

 

 

The “almost” Olympic Sport 
 

The 1991 WIUGC in Saskatoon saw the premier of the 
demonstration sport many students felt deserved an Olympic 
venue: cabbage bowling.  After ‘borrowing’ several heads from the 
hotel kitchens, which were surprisingly deserted at that time of 
night, and setting up the ample empties pins left over from the 
Thursday Beer and Bull night, the impromptu event proved to be a 
smashing late-night success.  To this day, those present still 
wonder why this never caught on with the IOC. 

 

 

Student Travels 

27: 1991 Saskatoon 

Below from Vol II 1990-1991 Rockpile, written by Colin Kreller and 
Darren Kennard 
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WIUGC 

 

 

  

28:  1992 Edmonton 29: 1993 Winnipeg 32:  1996 Brandon 

33: 1997 Saskatoon 

Bottom Left: Mike Anthony and Alicia 
Bjarnason at WIUGC Edmonton 1998.  

34: 1998 Edmonton 

Top Left: Andrea Wilson, Kirsten Marcia, 
Alicia Bjarnason , Susan Bradley, Naomi 
Wiebe, Renee Brickner—“1996-1997 Geology 
Girls”  at the WIUGC in Saskatoon, Jan 1997.   
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35: 1999 Vancouver 

Student Travels 

38: 2002 Edmonton 

37: 2001 Winnipeg 
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Student Travels 

WIUGC  

 

 

  

Right:  Dave Jenkinson & Brennon Hosegood 

Bottom: Terry Croteau, Andy Yackulic, Darren Klassen 
and Tyler Fiolleau  

39: 2003 Regina 

40: 2004 Vancouver 
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WIUGC 

 

  

Student Travels 

41: 2005 Saskatoon 

44: 2008 Edmonton 

 Left Photo: Tyler Tolton-Ropchan with Troy Edmund Marfleet, Jordan Darbyshire, Erin Adrian, Marc 
Fafard, Robyn Gooler, Kyle Joe, Chris Bridges, Joel Gartner and Christa Maria. 

Right Photo: Joel Gartner with Marc Fafard, Tyler Tolton-Ropchan, Troy Edmund Marfleet, Kyle 
Joe, Chris and Jordan Darbyshire. 

45: 2009 Vancouver Pictures wanted 

Anyone have the original? The above copy was 
removed from lounge bulletin board 

43: 2007 Winnipeg 
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WIUGC  

 

 

  

46: 2010 Saskatoon The Defending Boat Race Champs First team meeting!  
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Student Travels 
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Student Travels 

WIUGC  

 

 

  

47: 2011 Brandon 

Ore Gangue Boat Race Champs 
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WIUGC 

 

 

  

Student Travels 

52:  2016 Saskatoon 

48: 2012 Regina 

L-R: Katia Jellicoe, Jori Johanson, Nicole 
Hunter, Rachel Krahn, Holly Nixon  
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The Formal 

The Banquet 

The Ore Gangue banquet and dance was noted in the 1932 letter by Melvyn Thompson. The 
following excerpt  was sent to the Ore Gangue on Dec 2, 2008 by Chuck Thompson. We tried 
contacting Chuck in 2017 but his email address was no longer valid.   

“I'm attaching a transcription of my father's letter home written in 1932 - he mentions an Ore 

Gangue function. So I wonder if, in fact, the Ore Gangue was organized prior to the 1934 date you 

mention on the home page. My father was a geology student at U of S from 1932 until 1936.” 

Regards, 

Chuck Thompson 

April 9, 1932 

I spent a very quiet Easter and Birthday except I had scarcely time to think about it. 
We just had a holiday Friday and then had to work 3 hours overtime Saturday to make up 
the lab period we missed. I was out to a banquet and dance the Monday night previous to 
Easter. It was the function of “Ore Gangue” held in the King George hotel. Only members 
and their lady friends and officials were there 25 couples, so you see it was quite an 
exclusive affair. I must close now, as I seem to have “run down”. Hoping to hear from you 
again soon. 

Love to all, Melvyn. 

Photocopied picture found in Geological Sciences basement. Author unknown. 
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The Banquet 

 

Newspaper article from Jim Parres (Grad 1972) who is the son of 
Lew and nephew of James.  

 

This would have been March 1932, because Jim’s dad (L. Parres)  
and mom (M. Cross) had just started dating that year.  

 

 

 

 

.  
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The Formal 

The Banquet 

Banquets provided another way for alumni to interact with the students. Earlier,  there were two 

banquets per year. Alumni were invited to participate in the fall “reunion” banquet. In the 1980s and 

1990s, the banquet was reduced to the spring only. Experienced alumni were invited as guest 

speakers who shared their stories about careers and adventures. These spring banquets are where 

the Awards are handed out at the banquet, some serious, some not.  The banquet is also where the 

old executive passes the reins on to the new executive.  

This signed banquet card found among 
photocopied pages in a pile labelled to Archives.  

Location of the originals are unknown.  
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The Formal 

The Banquet 

Left: Banquet Card, from the University Archives.  USAC, MG135_Box1_Membership_Book_ Gradu-
ates_Banquet.  Right: From Ore Gangue Box in Basement of Geological Sciences 

Picture from Bill Kaufmann. Ore Gangue banquet, 400 Club, Saskatoon, 1959. 
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The Formal 

Charlie Harper Pictures Banquet March 1974 
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The Banquet 

 

From the University Archives: MG135_Box3_ScrapBook_Concentrates_Contact_Sheets_1981-82_p29 

From The Concentrates, 1980 
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1984 Program from Gary Linassi 

Left: From The Concentrates, 1983-1984. Right: From The Concentrates, 1984-1985. 
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The Formal 

The Banquet: 1992 

 

 Geological Engineers: L to R: Doug Stead, Lyndon 
Clark, Tom Bryski, Erik Eberhardt, Jason Doyle, Pat 

Jamieson, ?, Darren Kennard (Lumpy), ?.  
Bottom: Collin Johnson and Jeff Nyman.  

Ian Shook and the ladies. Kevin Ansdell and the ladies. 

Back L to R: Dana Kasper, Carmen 
Thompson, Angie Fung 

Jameison, ?, Crystal Quin, Karla 
Richard Powell, Angie Bilanksi 

Simpson, Panny Hartfield 

Front L to R: Joanne Hirst, Hugh 
Hendry, Tracey Jungwirth 

Ian Shook and the ladies. Kevin Ansdell and the ladies. 
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The Formal 

The Banquet: 1999 

 

Formal Banquet 1999: GeoEng: Regan Kennedy, Rob 
Huck, Geoff Claypool, Doug Milne (Prof), Malcolm 
Reeves (Prof), Geoff Capes, Scott Paddington, Lisa 
Kooy, Don Gendzwill (Prof) 

Geoff Capes and the ladies. Renee Haberstack, Alicia Bjarnason, Renee 
Brickner, Kirsten Marcia, Naomi Wiebe, Andrea 
Wilson, Amy McCarg  

Formal Banquet 1999 Middle Pic: 
Front row Mike Anthony, Kisten 
Marcia, Pat Stirling, Renee Brickner, 
Naomi Weibe, Rob Adams. Second 
Row: David McCarg, Greg Staples, 
Rob Huck, Lisa Kooy, Geoff Claypool, 
Jeff Smith, Alicia Bjarnason, Andrea 
Wilson, Ryan Haberstock, James 
Olesko, Derek Savage. Third Row: Rob 
Becket, Geoff Capes, Scott Paddington 
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The Banquet 

 

2006 Banquet 

1995 Banquet Picture from Penny Maki Scott. 

Tabetha Parrack Stirrett , Jennifer Grismer and Pen-

ny Maki Scott.  
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Election Day 

 

Ore Gangue election day, which was “Coffee” Day for some generations, was always a lively event. 
The days leading up to the elections, colourful posters encouraged the membership to vote. Many of 
the candidate posters were of the risqué nature and did not survive past the election day, which is 
probably a relief for some now.   The coffee “additives” evolved over the years to the point it is no 
longer allowed in the lounge.  

Election Day April 2016. Brayden McDonald.  2002 lounge pictures.  

Left: Operating Manual for the lounge 
Coffee Pot in late 80s thru 90s. This required 
special “additives” on election days.   
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Ore Gangue Executive 

 

Over the years, a variety of 
titles have been used by Ore 
Ganguesters or Ore Ganguers 
who help organize the events, 
maintain the lounge and 
operate the club. Some of 
these positions were elected, 
others were nominated and 
then some just assumed the 
roles.  

 

The following list is what titles have been used since the inception of the Ore Gangue as identified in 
The Concentrates, meeting minutes, membership book or word of mouth. Please refer to the Year 
Summaries to see who held what position each year.  

 

• Activities Committee 

• Coffee Hag 

• Editor and/or Assistant Editor of The Concentrates 

• Honorary President 

• Honorary Vice-President 

• Geo-Eng rep 

• Geophysics Rep 

• Grad Rep 

• Lounge Troll 

• Mascot 

• Membership 

• Museum Committee 

• President 

• P.R.O. (Public Relations Officer) 

• Secretary 

• Social Committee 

• Social Convener 

• Social Deviant 

• Social Director 

• Sports Rep 

• Treasurer 

• Ways and Means Committee 

• Vice President (VP)  
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Ore Gangue Executive: The Prez 

 

The Ore Gangue president’s role provided leadership to the wild students who attended the 
Department of Geological Sciences, whether as a geology, geophysics or geological engineering 
student.  

They took the responsibility in stride and made sure all the important items were considered.  

Depending on the generation, that responsibility may have included answering important questions 
such as: Do we stick with Labatt’s or change to Molson’s for beer? Is there someone in charge of 
the social events? Who is ordering the hockey jerseys? Who should be nominated for the Blue 
Goose award? What do I tell the police officer about that statue being in our lounge? What should 
we give as a host gift for WIUGC at Lakehead University? 

According to the Meeting Minutes notes in the University Archives, the first Ore Gangue President 
who was elected for the 1935-1936 school year, was Ben Allen. To find the subsequent Presidents, 
please refer to the year summary pages.  

In recent years, after the elections were held, the president was required to don the regal jacket and 
hat befitting this important station.  

This history of the outfit has been summarized by the 50th President Gary Linassi:  

“I know a little bit about these items; the aviators hat was acquired by Rex (Wes, Snot etc.) 
Johnston who was the 48th president of the Ore Gangue.  He regularly wore it on Ore 
Gangue outings and probably slept in it a few times! Since that time, it has been passed 
down from president to president and you’ll see a few pictures with us wearing it.  During my 
presidency, we had a friend of Karen Dietz sew the names of a few presidents on it.  

The coat was donated by me in 1984 and was acquired at the local Salvation army while we 
were purchasing ties for the “gaudy tie coalition” established during Rex’s election campaign 
(by I think Bob Johnston).  Gaudy ties were frequently purchased by the boxful at the 
salvation army and worn during the WIUGC (usually on our heads).  My mother sewed the 
lime green lining into the coat at my request to match the gaudy tie motif.  We started 
signing the lining sometime shortly after in a fit of booze fueled inspiration.” 
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Ore Gangue Executive: The Prez 

 

From 75th Reunion Saskatoon. Left: Amber Doney. Right: Gary Linassi 

From 75th Reunion — Back Row L to R: Gary Linassi,  Anthony (Tony) 
Spooner, Kirsten Marcia, Brent Jellicoe, Rogan Hennie, Brad Humbert, 
Bernadette Knox. Front Row L to R: Terry McCallum, Tony Cadrin, 
Amber Doney,  Dave Nordin 

From 75th Reunion Saskatoon: 
Gary Linassi presenting to Amber 
Doney 
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Ore Gangue Executive: The Prez 

 

 

First Picture of the Aviator Cap 1981-1982 
Concentrates Rex Johnstone President 1981-82 

Non President Don Chipley borrowing the 
Aviator Cap. From The Concentrates, 1986-
1987.  

Non President Penny Maki Scott 
borrowing the Aviator Cap 

The Presidents: Darren Kennard, Jered Heigh, Erik Nickel 
and Anvil.  
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The Formal 

Darren Kennard 

 President 1991-1992 

 Jered Heigh 

President 1992-1993 

Cliff Revering 

 President 1994-1995 

 Erik Nickel 

President 1993-1994 

James Lawson 

 President 2002-03 

Bernadette Knox 

 President 2005-06 

Kristen Marcia 

 President 1998-99 
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Ore Gangue Executive: The Prez 

 

 

From The Concentrates, 1998-1999 Prez elect from 2010 Banquet 
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Awards 
 

Throughout our history, the Ore Gangue and the Department of Geological Sciences have handed 

out a variety of scholarships, bursaries, prizes and awards (hereinafter referred to as awards).  The 

Ore Gangue members are involved with the awards not just as recipients, but also as creators of the 

awards or through providing monetary support. Some awards were created during  

joyous celebration events and others are a result of tragic circumstances. 

  

These awards cover a wide range of student life from an academic, financial or social standpoint. 

Due to privacy rules with the Alumni Services, lack of documentation and to avoid complications, we 

will not be listing all the award winners in this document. 

  

The following pages highlight the various awards. If there is an award we missed, please send an 

email to oreganguealumni@gmail.com. 

 

The Formal 

What award and who is in the pictures? USAC, 
MG135_Box1_Individual_Portraits_Awards_001  
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Awards: Michael D. Welch 

The Annual Alumni Golf Tournament raises money for this Award. Through the sale of “mulligan” 

certificates not only were golf scores improved, but over $20,000 has been donated to the Michael 

D. Welch Memorial Book Prize Fund.  

The Formal 

From Department Notes, dated  August 27, 1976. 
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Awards: Memorial Prize 

 

 

 

The Formal 

Top: From The Concentrates, Mar, 1945.  Bottom: From The Concentrates, 1947 . 
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Awards: Memorial Prize 

The Formal 

Two Memorial Awards, one for Academic and one for Leadership. For more information on Harold 
Robinson, please refer to section Ore Gangue World War II. First year for the award was 1949. 
These awards are currently displayed on the wall in the main office of the Geological Sciences.  
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Awards: Mawdsley-Edmunds Memorial Scholarship Fund 

 

 

 

 

The Formal 

From Archives. USAC, MG135_Box3_Scrapbook_Mawdsley-Edmunds_Memorial_Scholarship_Fund_001 

From The Concentrates, 1961-1962.  
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Awards: Mawdsley-Edmunds Memorial Scholarship Fund 

The Formal 

Picture from Bill Kaufmann. Formal Institution of Mawdsley-Edmunds Memorial Scholarship. Palliser 
Hotel, Calgary, April 8, 1964 

Standing - Back Row (11) - L to R: Murray Roed (Rodent), Doug Coulombe, Wally Friesen? , 
Zoli  Hajnal, Doug Boechler, Don Sykes, Murray Larson, Bill Kaufmann, Pat Marcotte, Wylie Hamil-
ton, Mike Hayes 

Seated - Front Row (11) - L to R: Ed Sealy, Owen Miedema, Gord Gorill, Al Dillabough, Prof F. H. 
(Harry) Edmonds, Dr Mawdsley, Dr. Rodney Byers, Paul Gagnon, Don Smith, Don Yont, Gary 
"Speedie" Lawson 

489 May 2019



  

 
The Formal 

Awards: Mawdsley-Edmunds Memorial Scholarship Fund 

 

 

 

 

From The Concentrates, 1963-1964.  
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Awards: Mawdsley-Edmunds Memorial Scholarship Fund 

The following is some correspondence in regards to this fund:  

 

From Bill Kaufmann on the 85th Reunion Survey:  

“Dr. Murray Roed was the "lead dog" in establishing Mawdsley - Edmonds Memorial 
scholarship (from Kaufmann  Survey #20714032). “ 

 

From Murray Roed to Cliff Herman:  

“Hi Cliff (Re: M/E Bursary) - Hope this gets thru:  I thought of it and did all the paper work; 
also contacted a famous U of S geologic consultant in Calgary, Bill Gallup I think. We had to 
have a guy like this so it could properly be registered with Finance at U of S and to set the 
giving up, but also to prove some credibility of the venture. He really got it going. We 
contacted a few others on recommendation of Kupsch and they kicked it off with donations 
thru their networks and at the Petroleum Club, etc. Also, there was strong interest from 
related companies. Caldwell helped out, can't remember how. The Geology Dept. Secretary 
Mrs. Irene Sins at that time did all the mailing, etc. and kept it secret from M and E.  Her 
input was crucial; she had a file of numerous grads and letters were sent to all of them.  I got 
honoured with a lifetime Ore Gangue Memorial Prize, a cheque too I think.  I was supposed to 
receive a copy of every Ore Gangue annual report (Concentrates), but to date I haven't 
received any.  I can remember, when the smoke cleared, it was announced at a meeting of the 
Ore Gangue in one of the classrooms in the presence of M and E.  Nice that they were still 
alive! The endowment money was to be employed for bursaries to promising students, but I do 
not know the details, criteria, etc.  This project turned out to be easy to generate due to support 
at the Department and generous grads, companies, etc.  I had more info on this but lost it all 
in the Kelowna 2003 firestorm.  - Murray R.” 

 

From Erin Walkley, Alumni Services on October 31, 2017 

The Mawdsley-Edmunds scholarship is a separate fund in support of students who have 
completed their second year in the Department of Geological Sciences or Geological 
Engineering. Selection is based on academic achievement, character and financial need. 

 There is also a Mawdsley-Edmunds Book Prize in Engineering. 

The Formal 
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Awards: A. R. Byers Prize in Economic Geology 

 

 

 

Left: 1974 Prize given to Gord Beach.  

Right and Bottom: 
1991 Prize given to  
Wayne Laturnas.  

Note: the prize is no longer awarded.  
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Awards: The Walter Kupsch Award 
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Any other AWARDS?  

Send us the story and/or pictures and we will 
send to Archives to capture for the 100th 
Edition of the Concentrates.  
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Awards: Margaret Clarke Bruntons  
By Mel Stauffer   

 

Award donations were made by a mid-30’s Ore Ganguer, Murray Clarke, in memory of his pre-
deceased wife, Margaret. 

From 1996 to 2003 there was a succession of 8 Brunton Compasses given as prizes to deserving 
female geology students after completion of their 3rd year and after taking Zortman Field Camp. 
This was the MARGARET CLARKE AWARD.  The award was made as part of the Spring Banquets 
held for each of these 8 years. 

The Bruntons were donated by Mr. Murray Clarke, a charter member of the Ore Gangue back in 
1934. 

Just after his graduation in 34/36?, he proposed to his girlfriend Margaret, but was too broke to give 
her a 'proper' engagement ring, so for the next three years she wore his Ore Gangue ring until he 
had earned enough cash to buy her a diamond.   And she bought him his first Brunton Compass 
which he used as a prospector in northern Saskatchewan and Ontario until 1941.   It was in this light 
that he decided, some years after his retirement, to honor his wife and give back a little to the Ore 
Gangue by establishing this award. Unfortunately he contracted dementia before the last award and 
before he could arrange for its perpetual funding.  He died shortly thereafter. 

He led an interesting and productive professional life, though from 1941 onwards, not as a geologist.  
Thus his story is not that different in many respects from perhaps half of the department's graduates.  
I met him for the first time while I was department head in 1995.  He phoned me from his home in 
Burnaby, B.C. and asked if he could join some students on a field trip ... so I invited this overweight 
80-year old if he thought he could handle Zortman ... at that time he had never heard of it.  But he 
came that fall and thoroughly enjoyed both the geology and his fellow Ore Gangsters, despite the 
nearly 60-year age difference.   He also came to the 1996 and 97 Spring Banquets and helped to 
award the compasses. 

 

First Award Winner of the Margaret Clarke Brunton  

In the fall of 1996 I attended the Zortman school and there were a few female geology students that 
year. This was Murray’s first trip to Zortman and when he arrived at our first morning meeting we 
were all pretty impressed to see a man of his age coming out to join us in the field.  He walked 
around with us during the group outcrop review and I always remember he was very interested in 
how the lady’s had gained such an interest in geology.  He was impressed by our desire to get out in 
the field to get our hands dirty and to look at the rocks.  He also was very keen to help us with the 
mapping exercises and rock identification.  The weather that year was dreadful, we had a day and a 
half with snow where we couldn’t really map because of the snow accumulation.  Yet Murray still 
showed up for the morning meeting. 

  

During the 1997 spring grad banquet, I was very honored to receive the first Margret Clarke Brunton 
Award and even more honored to have it presented by Murray himself.  That summer I was working 
the field for Claude Resources and was very happy to have my trusty Brunton, I still have it today 
and think of him often when I use it. 

 

Tabetha Stirrett 
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Awards: Margaret Clarke Bruntons  

 The Professional Career of Murray Clarke: An Ore Gangster from the very beginning 

By Mel Stauffer 

 

Summary by Mel Stauffer based on conversations with Murray told back in the 1990’s. 

• 1935:  Graduated with a B.Sc. 

• 1935-1941: Worked as a prospector across much of Canada, 2 years of which were in the 
copper district of Rouyn-Noranda. 

• 1941-1945 ...... Spent most of the war years working as a plant supervisor with the Canadian 
Defense Industry.  Spent 6 months of this with ‘Canadian Car and Foundry Co’, during which 
time he had something to do with the production of 300  Helldiver fighter-bombers that saw 
action in the Pacific theatre of WWII, and also had something to do with the production of 1400 
Hurricane fighters (used during the Battle of Britain). The rest of the time he was the Regional 
Chief of Plant Clearance (? Something to do with the military uses of airports, shipyards and 
hospitals) for the region from Lake Superior to Alberta and north of the 49th including arctic 
Canada. 

• 1946-1950 ...... Moved to Vancouver and became an industrial engineer. 

• 1950-1977......Worked with the B.C. Accident Prevention Dept (APD) in a number of capacities 
with responsibilities in accident prevention, first aid, industrial  hygiene, and information services: 

• First as an inspector (until 1970) during which time he and a co-worker  designed new and 
improved ways of rescuing workers who had fallen off construction equipment and 
buildings into water; also during this time he was involved in a joint accident prevention 
program at the Banff School of Fine Arts.  

• In 1970 he was appointed director of Safety Research and Training within the time he 
travelled across the province of B.C. as a spokesman for the APD.  

Sometime in 1959/60 he seems to have taken some time off as he was temporarily rehired by the 
military defence part of the Canadian government, this time to oversee the destruction of everything 
having to do with the Avro Arrow ... all paperwork and plans, along with the five existing planes and 
all the engines and parts that would have gone into the building of new planes.  This was a process 
he hated because, like many Canadians at that time, he was proud of the Arrow (the most 
advanced, by far, of all fighter plane designs at the time).  But he just couldn’t leave the job to 
anyone else.  Some parts of the plane are on display at the Aviation and Space Museum in Ottawa 
(bits that were purloined and hidden by air force guys before they could be destroyed). 

In 1995 Murray joined us in Zortman for a look at how we trained geologists for the field some 60 
years after his graduation.  He also attended the 1996 and 1997 Ore Gangue spring banquets.  
Each of these banquets included his Brunton Compass donations, awarded to deserving Ore 
Ganguer ladies under the MARGARET CLARKE AWARD, named and in memory of his wife.   
Sadly, Murray contracted a form of dementia a couple years later and died shortly after in his mid-
80's. 

Not always a geologist, but with the Ore Gangue always in his mind. 
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A Brief History of the Ore Gangue Alumni Bursary Fund 

By Gord Beach 

 

We, the Alumni, have always been a close bunch here in Calgary. After migrating to the city upon 
graduating and taking up careers, usually in the oil and gas industry, we continued the comradery 
that had developed in Saskatoon as members of the Ore Gangue during our student days.  The Ore 
Gangue had become a very important part of our lives as students and it was seldom we were not in 
the company of our classmates and friends. We were very tight there in Saskatoon and continued to 
be so here in Calgary. 

One of the more popular events that developed and drew us together was a golf tournament. It was 
held in the fall and played at several venues in the Calgary area. It became a very popular day and 
was attended by a lot of Alumni. It still is. I know it became the prime golf fixture on my calendar 
every year. I look forward to it every year I am able to take part. After several years participation I 
eventually felt it was only right that I should join the organizing committee and help pay back the 
initial organizers. For several years I enjoyed the company of, and the pleasure of working with, the 
Committee members. The Committee did a great job of making sure we all had a very enjoyable 
time, complete with meals before and after the game and a prize table that often groaned under the 
weight of prizes donated by players and sponsors. To this day this continues to be the case. Some 
of the members have been on the committee since the original tournament held in 2000. I do not 
believe I played in the inaugural tournament, but I can be sure of the date thanks to a recent photo 
in the Ore Gangue Alumni Newsletter, sent out by Tracey Jungwirth, showing a foursome from that 
tournament. The Golf Tournament Committee should be commended for their hard work. 

Over the years I had also participated in the CSPG Men’s Golf Tournament. It too was well attended 
and sponsored. I remember well being struck one year by a very significant change in the very 
makeup of that tournament. A couple of gentlemen had convinced the organizers to begin a 
program of partnering with a local charitable organization to raise funds for the benefit of that charity. 
I thought it was a commendable idea. In fact I appropriated their idea and began to speak with the 
Ore Gangue Golf Committee about the idea of using the annual get together to help fund some form 
of Alumni Fund that would be of benefit to students in the Department in Saskatoon. It should be 
noted that the Golf Committee had already begun to support the Department by each year donating 
funds to the Michael D. Welch Book Prize for the Library. Over the years they have generously 
raised well over $20,000.00 to donate to this fund. After a year or two of general discussion, in 2010 
I asked the Golf Committee to allow me to fire myself with the intention that if I could get some form 
of fund organized they would consider a partnership to support the fund. They have been 
unwavering in their support ever since. They have contributed almost $45,000.00 from funds raised 
at their tournament.  

I had become a committed attendee at the down town YMCA as part of my attempt to keep fit and 
active. I was not the only one who felt strongly about the “therapy” available at the Y. One of the 
other people was Paul Gagnon. Over the years Paul and I became friends. I began to speak to him 
regarding my idea of starting an Alumni fund. I suggested to him that I thought we might set up a 

fund with a target large enough to support a student at the Department in a significant way, say 
$50,000.00 or $100,000.00.  
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A Brief History of the Ore Gangue Alumni Bursary Fund 

By Gord Beach 

 

Paul, in his very insightful way, convinced me that if we were going to make the effort to start a fund 
we should start a ”fund”, not a coin collection.  He suggested that he had a colleague or two that he 
would speak to about joining the Committee (he actually gathered up four or five), AND, brilliantly, 
that perhaps the way to go about setting up the committee was to solicit representative from each 
decade of graduates  for as far back as we could manage. And so began the first seeds of the 
Alumni Fund Committee. We set about our search for members and, true to Ore Gangue fashion, 
the Alumni stepped up and the Ore Gangue Alumni Fund Committee was established. After our 
committee membership was set we gathered and laid out the premises of the Fund. Our fund raising 
goal would be $500,000.00, supporting up to four 3rd and 4th year students per year who showed 
academic prowess but also were Ore Gangue members contributing to earth sciences community in 
the Department but, as or more importantly, were in need of financial aid. The basic tenets of our 
Fund, having been set, we searched out the appropriate people in the U of S Administration and 
proceeded to document the Terms of Reference, under which the proceeds of the Fund would be 
administered and the bursaries paid out to award recipients. To be honest, this proved to be a 
frustrating experience which took well over a year to finalize. It actually didn’t come to a conclusion 
until I flew to Saskatoon and met with administration, who by the way, were not those that began the 
process. In under an hour we had the terms finalized. 

That accomplished, the fund was formally established and the initial letter of contact was sent out 
July 09, 2011. Our fundraising had begun. The first awards were made in 2013. Awards have been 
between $2,500.00 and $3,500.00, with seven students benefiting to this point. At this time the Fund 
total is approaching $200,000.00. 

Individual Alumni have made great contributions as well to this venture. I would be remiss in not 
mentioning Dave Nordin, whose “Walking Back to Saskatoon” project raised funds for the Heart and 
Stroke Foundation and $12,700.00 for the Alumni Fund. Dave walked 600 KM from Calgary to the 
Geological Sciences Department in Saskatoon through all manner of weather conditions, a project 
that took him more than a month. Well done Dave. 

I am very grateful to Paul for his support. Without it I am certain I would never have been able to get 
the Fund off the ground. As well, I thank Lorne Larson, Tony Cadrin, Tyler Klatt, and Lori Barth, as 
local active members, and Jim Corman, Dale Pyke, Don Sykes, Murray Roed and Jim Merriam as 
members and representatives “away”. 

This has been a challenging but rewarding project. The real drivers in its success have been Paul 
Gagnon and the other Fund Committee members, Ron McKellar and the Golf Committee members, 
people like Dave Nordin and, of course, the Alumni. An example of Alumni support is that of our 
recently deceased friend George McLeod, whose obituary asked for donations to the Fund.  

Thank you very much, all of you. I am proud to be associated with such a fine group of people. 

Gordon Beach 

March, 2018 

501 May 2019



The Formal 

Awards 

A Brief History of the Ore Gangue Alumni Bursary Fund 

By Gord Beach 

For anyone wanting to contribute to the fund, please go to: 

http://www.oregangue.org/alumni-fund.php 

Articles on Dave Walking Back to Saskatoon as a Scholarship Fund raiser event are: 

https://words.usask.ca/alumninews/2016/06/07/dave-nordins-steps-to-saskatoon/ 

http://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/saskatoon/university-saskatchewan-alum-walking-

to-saskatoon-1.3639082 

http://www.drumhellermail.com/news/28482-calgary-man-walks-to-saskatoon-for-

heart-and-stroke-foundation 

Ore Gangue Alumni award winners: 

- 2017: Bryce Marinus & Naethen Parthiban
- 2016: Cowell Mattea
- 2014/2015: Joshua Wallace & Corrie Davidson
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A Brief History of the Ore Gangue Alumni Bursary Fund 

By Gord Beach 

Walking Back to Saskatoon 

 
Photo with students L to R: 
  
Matthew Nadeau 
Aiden Mowat 
Brayden McDonald 
(Dave Nordin) 

Colton Vessey 
Ty Mcgee 

Mattea Cowell 
Ben Swerhone 

Nate Reimer 
  
With Faculty L to R: 

Jim Basinger 
Camille Partin 
Kevin Ansdell 
(D.N.) 
Malcolm Reeves 
Jim Merriam 
Matt Lindsay 

  
  

Photo with contemporaries L to R: 

Gary Linassi 
Brian Janser 
Darcy Hirsekorn 
(D.N.) 

Dave Billard 
Jim Merriam 
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Awards: Master Teacher Award 

The Master Teacher is part of the U of S awards ceremony.  In 1985, the students made a 
nomination to have Dr. Kupsch recognized for this prestigious Master Teacher Award. He did not 
win the award that year but it is obvious the students had a lot of respect for him. The full application 
has been included under Appendix G.  In 1991, Dr. Willie Braun did receive this award.  

https://teaching.usask.ca/teaching-support/awards-grants/master-teacher-award.php#Questions 

The Formal 
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Awards: Other 

 

These two Memorial awards were described in The Triceratops publication in 1993 and 1994 

respectfully.  
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From Archives: USAC, 

MG135_Box1_Individual_Portraits_Awards_0

02 

Tracey Jungwirth (winner) at the 1992 Banquet. 

Facebook Page. 2018. Aidan Mowat (winner) 

and Logan Fischer. 
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Found In Ore Gangue box in basement of Geological 

Sciences.  Unfortunately the rest of the pages in this 

document were not found. 
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Awards: Originally Grey Goose; later Blue   

 

Grey Goose – “As previously mentioned, my first exposure to a 
weekend field trip to the Little Rockies was either 1958 or 59. I 
think this was the first excursion to Zortman. 

I will give Keith Evans a call to see if he can recall which year; as 
I recall Keith got into a little trouble with the local law that week-
end.  It was the year when the Grey Goose trophy was invented, 
to honour the very sick and ill Jim Crawford who did a lot of 
“honking” because of too much booze.” Bill Kaufmann 

 

 

Blue Goose – Rumour states that the Blue Goose was resurrected in 1972. After the intramural 
competition for ice sculptures, the Ore Gangue returned to the basement lounge. The theme was 
a “Fly United” sculpture of two geese, intended as a replica of the satirical poster available at that 
time directed at United Airlines. The retreat was to warm up, enjoy beers and buckets of chicken. 
After running out of quality beer, one student provided some “green” beer (not yet cured) to the 
group. It was later that night when one of the students laid the “chicken’ deposit in his brother’s desk 
drawer at home. This story was denied by the recipient but comes from a reliable source who was 
not only a present Ore Ganguer but a roommate of the deserving recipient of the Blue Goose 
Award.  

Note: The person named in this rumour does not have it engraved on the trophy. Trophy indicates 
the first name on the Trophy was in 1975, a few years after this “origin” story.  

The Formal 

From 1959 Jubilee Book 

This Blue Goose was created for the 75th Reunion in 2009 by 
the Ore Gangue students to funnel copious amounts of beer 
quickly. Photo Left from 75th Reunion. Right Photo Tyler 
Tolton-Ropchan in front of Louis Pub.  

 

Rob Adams and Josh McGowan, Spring 

Banquet 1998 
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The banquet Blue Goose 
Type Section disappeared 
in early 90s. Does anyone 
have any good pictures of 
it?  

Blue Goose Type Section.  

Top Picture: Source unknown.  

Middle Right Picture: from 1988-1989 Concen-
trates. Duncan McBain, Brian Pelletier and Ross 
Zawada. 

Middle Left Picture: Matt Rees.   

How many people had the honour of winning 
this Trophy twice?  

Steve Halabura 
Lance Kostiw 
Andrew Karvonen   
Tyler Austin (rumour is he is working towards 
winning a third time) 

 

Picture from 1988-1989 Concentrates. Shawn 
McGrath  in front of the Blue Goose Type Sec-
tion.  
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Top: Left: Sue Bradley 1998 

Top Right: From Facebook Page.   
2018 Mikaela Miller and Jeff 
Balas. 

 Bottom Left: Facebook page 
2017 Alyssa Biberdorf.  

Bottom Middle:  Facebook Page 
2018 Jon Lafreniere and Rebecca 
Kupchinski. 

Bottom Right: Facebook Page 
2017 Tanner Webb 
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The Concentrates from 1980-1981 indicate that the 
Athletic Supporter-Fan of the Year started in 1981 and 
the first recipient was Brenda Gregoire.  

The Formal 

Contact sheet from The Concentrates, 1989-1990 

Athletic Supporter Award. Above: Brian Janser won it how many times? 
Six! Thanks for the support.  From The Concentrates, 1982-1983.  Right: 
Terry Johnston. From the Concentrates, 1983-1984. 
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Squeaky Shoe was awarded to the most 
“conservative” member. Another definition was had 
good marks and was “a keener” type.  

Right: Jered Heigh presenting to  Joe 

Dzadiuk. 1993 Banquet.  

 

From Archives: USAC, 

MG135_Box1_Individual_Portraits_Awards_003 

From Facebook Page. 2018. 
Courtney Onstad awarding the prize 
to Robbie Mohrbutter . 

Dr. Glen Caldwell, Dave Billard (winner) and Dave 
Nordin (President). From the Concentrates, 1982-1983. 
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Awards: Señor  Pindejo Award 

At the 2004, Mexico Field trip, a new award was created Señor Pindejo. It is for the biggest asshole 

award! Which is self-explanatory.  

The Formal 

Right: Facebook page. 2018. With Ty Magee (winner) and Jeff 
Balas. 

Any other Pictures?  

Send us the pictures and we will send 
to Archives to capture for the 100th 
Edition of the Concentrates.  
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Awards: Rusty Hammer (Flin Flon) 
This award started at the Fall 1988 Flin Flon field camp. While Mel Stauffer was explaining the 
geology at the outcrop (or telling his joke number 84), a rusty rock hammer was found. Someone 
chirped about a lame-brained student from years before had left it behind. The students kept it and 
decided to turn it into a trophy to use for the awards night. The first recipient was awarded the Rusty 
Hammer award for “the most outstanding public display” during the Flin Flon field camp. 

The Formal 

1993 Banquet. ?, Greg Bell (winner) and 

Jered Heigh 

Close-up of the Award.  
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Awards: Crushed Can (Zortman) 

The same school year that students created the Rusty Hammer award, the Zortman field school 
students did not want to be left out so they were eager to find an appropriate item. They decided to 
use a rusty, crushed American beer can to create the Crushed Can award (Note: the actual Title on 
Trophy in photo is “The Zortman Award”) . The first recipient  was for “the most exemplary conduct 
during the Zortman field camp”.  

1999 Banquet. Josh McGowan and Takki 

Tsougrians. 

The Formal 

Close-up of the Award.  
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Awards: Undergraduate Leadership 

Left: Facebook page 2017 Katelynn Brown   

Bottom Left: Facebook Page 2018 Oliver 
Horner and Logan Fischer 

Bottom Right: Facebook Page 2016. Colton 
Vessey and Aaron Wood.  
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Awards: Furby Award “aka” Schist and Abuse  

 The Furby award is the “Schist and Abuse” Award, for the person who takes the most shit/gets 
teased the most by their fellow members.  

Left: Facebook page. Courtney Onstad 
awarding the prize to Bryce Marinus. 

Bottom Left: Facebook Page 2017 Oliver 
Horner Iwinner). 

Bottom Right: Kyle Molyneaux and Kristen 
Ens 
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The TA of the year award (Teachers Assistant).  

 

 

 

Left: Facebook page. 2018. With Ty 
Magee and Logan Fischer. 

Bottom: Facebook Page 2016:  Victoria Stin-
son and Kyle Molyneaux.  
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Awarded the “Tiger Team” award for the best team presentation in GEO463 (Petroleum 

Geology).  In 2018, Steve Halabura did not award the prize, as someone in the previous years stole 

the trophy.  

  

 

 

Any pictures? 

Send us the pictures and we will send to Archives to capture for the 100th 
Edition of the Concentrates.  
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Awards: Mineral Exploration Team Project  

 
For the last few years, one of the most “prestigious” awards at the annual Ore Gangue Banquet is 
the presentation to the winning team for the exploration project in the Mineral Deposits course. The 
project started in 2003, and Dr. Kevin Ansdell provided an overview of the idea behind it and how it 
works as a talk at the Resources for Future Generations conference in Vancouver in June 2018.  

Here is the title and abstract: 

“Mineral Exploration Team Project at the University of Saskatchewan: Overview of approach and 
highlights over the last 15 years 

The Mineral Exploration Team Project is a required component of the 3rd/4th year level 
undergraduate Mineral Deposits course in the Geology program at the University of Saskatchewan. 
The focus of the course is to provide an overview of models for magmatic and hydrothermal mineral 
deposits, but there is limited time to consider in detail the applicability of these models for mineral 
exploration. In 2003, a term project was initiated to allow the students to use what they learn in the 
lecture component of the course, and through summer work experiences to develop an exploration 
strategy for a particular commodity. The aim is to allow the students to consider all aspects of the 
“real life” exploration industry. 

The teams (4-6 students) are provided with a budget of $1,500,000, which they must use to develop 
a 1-year exploration program for their commodity and target a suitable unstaked area. They consider 
the appropriate techniques to identify potential mineralization and alteration, such as mapping, 
geophysics, geochemistry, and drilling, as well as regulatory, environmental, and community 
relations issues. At the end of the semester, each team is required to present their idea for a 
geological target, the exploration techniques to be used, and their budget, to a “Board of Directors”, 
which typically consists of senior and junior members of the mineral exploration community in 
Saskatoon, including graduates of the course.  

Broadly, the same approach has been used over the last 15 years, and requires no additional 
resources outside of the classroom. The commodities chosen each year depend on student 
numbers, and include Au, Cu (VMS/porphyry), U, diamonds, Ni, PGE, Li, REE, Fe, Co and Cr. Most 
targets have been in Canada, although USA, Australia, Argentina, Iran, Eritrea, and Niger have also 
been chosen. A recent highlight is that one of the teams in 2016 formed a company and actually 
staked their target area after graduation.” 

The winning team gets a “cheque” – here is an 

example from 2017. Some teams have tried to 

cash them….without any success so far! 

And a fabulous trophy, which was donated and 

designed by alumni, Scott Elmer and Shayne 

Rozdilsky, with help from Tim Prokopiuk. A gold

-bearing quartz vein, and a chromite seam in 

dunite, taken from the Mineral Deposit 

collections, are part of the trophy…the “Stanley 

Cup” of mineral deposits. 
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Awards: Mineral Exploration Team Project  

The 2016 winning team receive the trophy and 
cheque from Kevin Ansdell (see below). Left to 
right: Jordan Gashyna, Corrie Davidson, Matt 
Nadeau, Megan Binner, Lavie Nguyen. They are 
also the first team to actually go ahead and stake 
their target area, which is really cool! 

 

 

 

Left is an extract from a poster that was presented 
at numerous conferences in 2011, 
such as PDAC, and GAC-MAC, to 
showcase the project as well. This 
shows some of the target areas for 
certain commodities in central and 
western Canada. This fabulous 
poster was prepared with the help of 
the GIS experts at North Rim, a 
company in Saskatoon, originally 
started by Steve Halabura, and now 
owned and run by Tabetha Stirrett, 
Lola Piche, and Deb Shewfelt, all 
Ore Gangue alumni. North Rim is 
now part of the RESPEC group of 
consulting companies. 
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From the Concentrates, it seems like the following awards started to be given during the 1980's, and 
many are still given out today. Many of these awards are provided by companies, or technical 
societies, and students either apply or are nominated by the Department. 

 

• APEGS Book prize. 

• Cactus Drilling Award, for best mark in either petroleum geology or sedimentary 
geology.  It was for $25. Steve Halabura (winner 1980) is not sure what happened to the 
award, probably years of students drinking away the principal.  

• Canadian Institute of Mining and Metallurgy Bursary 

• Canadian Mineral Industry Foundation – Students need to apply externally for this. It may 
be suspended temporarily. 

• Chevron Standard Limited Bursary/Chevron Canada Scholarship 

• Claire Bursary  – Named for Frederick  Bernard Claire two annual awards of about $1500. 

• CSPG ( also called Stanley Slipper award) They used to offer one to every university with 
a geo program, but changed the format  several years ago to only one or two nationally on a 
competitive basis. 

 

From The Concentrates, 1980-1981 
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Awards: Other 

 

• Forsythe Award – named for  Lee H. Forsythe approx $1000 per year requiring a 
demonstrated interest in hard rock. 

• Gendzwill Book prize. Retired geophysics Professor Don Gendzwill buys the text book for 
every student enrolled in an introductory geophysics class GEOL 334 and 384. 

• Geological Association of Canada – A one year membership and a choice of one of their 
published special volumes. 

• Getty Oil Company Scholarship 

• Hugh Hendry Award – This was named for Hugh Hendry who was Department head 1988
-1995. Hugh was a musician and so the terms required good grades need and a 
demonstrated interest in the performing arts, especially music. 

• Joe Brain – recipient must be from Flin Flon or Creighton. I tried to limit this to geol 
students but the terms only indicate an interest in geology, so it has been awarded across 
campus. No longer awarded.  

• Langford  – Retired Prof Fred Langford left provision in his will for a fund to help with the 
cost of field schools. 

• Mineralogical Association of Canada – This was a one year membership and a choice of 
one of their special volumes. 

• Parres – From the estate of a former graduate. This has been used to fund the Gendzwill-
Hajnal award and others. 

• Petro Canada Scholarship 

• Russell (Brian and Elaine Russell) – this award has been offered for the last three years. It 
helps to defray the costs of research in one of our research classes.   

• Saskatchewan Geological Society Student Award 

• Sefel Group Bursaries in Geophysics 

• SIFT – Student Industry Field Trip is a field excursion in the foothills put on by CSPG 

• Student Industry Mineral exploration Workshop – similar to SIFT, but hard rock in the 
Sudbury area. 

• Suncor Scholarship 

• Yang Bursary – Offered since 2011 a donation from Mr. Yongying Yang. Besides need, a 
demonstrated record in volunteer work is required. 

 

The Formal 
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Ore Gangue Events 

 

Between classes, summer jobs, field trips and conferences, the Ore Gangue students still found 
time for various adventures. The Ore Gangue certainly loved their pub nights. Browse through any 
of The Concentrates or other files, and we see there was always some sort of “drinking” event 
happening. If we look beyond the alcohol consumption, these adventures proved that the Ore 
Ganguers were talented (Talent Night), creative (costumes and parades), entrepreneurial 
(prospectors), active (Intramural sports, bowling), and caring (Logan day or Engineering Day) 
students.  

 

The following pages highlight the activities held throughout the years. There are many more 
escapades that Archives certainly would enjoy capturing for future generations. Do feel free to 
share! 

 

 

Events 

From The Concentrates, 1982-1983.  
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Planning 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Events 

From The Concentrates, 1979-1980.  

From The Concentrates, 1985-1986.  From The 2002-2003 PowerPoint  
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Events 

Geology Day “aka” Logan day 
By Tony Cadrin, B.Sc., Ph.D. 

 

My memories about Logan Day (Sir William Logan - first director of the GSC) was an open house ‘to 
the public’ concept and was held on a Saturday, that was closest to Sir William Logan's birthday. 
The Geology Department, under the direction of Jeri Oliphant, would put on tours of the department 
teaching exhibits of rocks, minerals and fossils.  Different classrooms would be dedicated to each of 
these teaching collections.  A room would be dedicated to housing microscopes to view thin sections 
and rock cuttings.  Another room would be used to play two movies about changes through 
geological time and the history of the dinosaurs and their ancestors.   The movies were very popular 
with the grade school and even middle school children and parents while the more scientific stuff 
attracted parents of middle and high school age for career ideas.  Jeri would recruit her army of 
graduate student lab instructors and certain of the 4th year undergrad students. 

 

When the Geology Department 
moved to the new building, the 
amount of material to be viewed by 
the public increased 10-fold with all 
the displays in the halls, the 
instructor classrooms with 
computer,  projection screens and 
the like for microscope displays, the 
wonderful dinosaur collection mixed 
with the live animal and plant 
exhibits.  Also the state of the art 
labs were also opened to the public 
with the graduate students as guides 
to ensure the safety of the public and 
the expensive lab equipment.   Kurt's 
isotope lab with the liquid nitrogen 
tricks was an enormous hit as well as 
Dr. Basinger fossil stump from 
Axel Heiburg Island.   

 

It was a great celebration of Sir William Logan's contribution to Canadian Geology and a rewarding 
connection to the general public and future geology students.  I participated every year, as it was a 
real fun and rewarding event. 

 

These are my memories. 

 

Tony Cadrin, Ore Gangue President 1985 

 

 

Patches from the Ore Gangue Lounge.   
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Geology Day 

Geology Day “aka” Logan day 

Article from UASC, MG146Kupsch__Box59_N13_sec_Page_131 

Geology Day Labelled 1979-80. Sharon Laska, Little 

Laska, Lineth McDougle, Anne Benz & Rick Sereda. From 

University Archives. 

From University Archives. UASC, 
MG135_Box2_Photos_ca_80-
81_Teaching_Public_Events_004 

UASC, MG135_Box2_Photos_ca_80-
81_Teaching_Public_Events_005 
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Geology Day “aka” Logan day 

From The Concentrates, 1979-1980.  
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Geology Day “aka” Logan day 

From The Concentrates, 1980-1981.  
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Events 

Geology Day “aka” Logan day 

Geology Day Labelled 1980-1982 Mel Stauffer Panning for Gold. From University Archives. 

MG135_Box2_Photos_ca_80-81_Teaching_Public_Events_002 

MG135_Box2_Photos_ca_80-81_Teaching_Public_Events_003 

Geology Day Labelled  1981. Bob Nichol, Matt 

Rees and Dave Nordin. From University Archives. 

Bottom Picture: Ross 
Zawada and Bruce Maxwell. 
From The Concentrates, 
1987-1988.  
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Geology Day “aka” Logan day 

 

 

From The Concentrates, 1983-1984. 

Bottom Left Picture: Gary Linassi 

Events 
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Chemistry-Engineering Day Shows 

 

Earliest mentions of Chemistry Show Or Engineering Day include: 

• Jan 7, 1937: A meeting was called to discuss... the possibility of an exhibit at the annual 
chemistry show... 

• Nov 3, 1937: That the executive of the Ore Gangue be a committee to co-operate with 
executives of the Engineering Society and Ceramics to put on a show after Christmas.  

• Jan 22, 1938 Meeting Minutes indicated Geology-Ceramics-Engineering Show 

Events 

From the Ore Gangue Scrapbook, which 
resides in the University of Saskatchewan 
Archives.  

1938-1939 Engineering Show above.   

1939-1940 Engineering Show Next Page. 

 

Above pictures From the University of 
Saskatchewan Archives file labelled photos 1937 
to 1959.   
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Chemistry-Engineering Day Shows 
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Events 

Homecoming Parade 

Partial Text taken from the fall 2007 Green & White Magazine. For the complete article please go 
to:  https://greenandwhite.usask.ca/documents/pdf/GandW%20fall2007.pdf. 

A History of the Homecoming, by Tim Hutchinson 

“The first Reunion Day – later Homecoming Weekend – took place in October 1938. For many years 
this event, whose most familiar features were football games, parades, and dances, coincided with 
Thanksgiving Monday, and later took place the weekend just before Thanksgiving. While the name 
“Reunion Day” was used for the first several years, the “Homecoming” moniker, adopted in 1953, 
was foreshadowed in a Sheaf headline in 1938: “Alumni Homecoming Set for October 10th.” From 
the very first year, a feature event of Homecoming was the student parade. It’s possible that this 
tradition emerged from the Frosh Week parade, involving at least in some years the C.O.T.C. 
leading pajama-wearing “freshies and freshettes” to the rugby games. The first Homecoming 
parades were also related to the rugby or football game; students met the opposing team at the train 
station, and then paraded to the Bessborough Hotel. This was subsequently changed to have the 
parade end at the Bowl, where both teams were introduced and the floats were judged.……..The 
last year for the original Homecoming was 1971.” 
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Homecoming Parade 

The first mention of the Homecoming Parade was in The 1939 Concentrates, with pictures from the 
scrapbook. The following pages highlight the years we know the Ore Gangue and/or the Department 
was represented in the Parade.  

Events 

From The Concentrates, November 1939. 
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Homecoming Parade 

Events 

From the Ore Gangue Scrapbook which resides in the University of Saskatchewan Archives. UASC, 
MG135_Box3_Scrapbook_p13B 

Note: Barbara Bain is the first female geology student. She did not graduate. The Concentrates mentions 
her as the first Ore “Ganguestress” and the scrapbook calls her Lady Geologist. We have not found any 
other information on her.  
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Homecoming Parade 

Events 

From The Concentrates, November 1940. 

From The Concentrates, November 1941. 
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Homecoming Parade  

 

 

Events 

Back of these pictures were labelled ‘47. 

From the University of Saskatchewan Archives file 
labelled photos 1937 to 1959.  

 

UASC, MG135_Box1_Photos_1937-[1959]_014 

UASC, MG135_Box1_Photos_1937-[1959]_005 

UASC< MG135_Box1_Photos_1937-[1959]_003 

 

 

From The Concentrates, November 1947.  
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Homecoming Parade  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

From The Concentrates, 1960-61.  

Pictures: Ore Gangue Entry in the U of S 
Homecoming Parade 1960.  First Prize Won.   

Engineers Mule!     

Pictures from B. Kaufmann 
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Events 

Homecoming Parade  

 

 

Page from The Sheaf, 1960. 
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Homecoming Parade  

 

 

Events 

Pictures: Ore Gangue Entry in the U of S 
Homecoming Parade 1960.   

First Prize Won.   

Pictures from B. Kaufmann 
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Homecoming Parade 

From  The Concentrates, 1961-62 

http://thestarphoenix.com/news/local-news/throwback-thursday-homecoming-parade. Photo of the 

University of Saskatchewan Homecoming Parade, from Oct. 5, 1963. (Provincial Archives of Saskatch-

ewan StarPhoenix Collection S-SP-B5705-7) 
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Events 

Homecoming Parade  

 

From The Concentrates, 1962-63. 
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Events 

Homecoming Parade 1963 

 

 

Pictures: Top left:  The Ore Gangue “float”.  L-R Dick Johnson on horse, Ross Maclean between horses, 
Daryll Holmes on horse. 

Top right: The Ore Gangue “float”. L-R: Ken Moore, Daryll Holmes, Dick Johnson on horses; Andy Hogg on 
right of photo. 

Bottom Left: Homecoming 1963 College of Medicine float. Bottom Right: L-R  Ed Ratushney, Bill 
McNaughton “ the Intensely Vigorous College 9 Marching Band”. 

Pictures from Jack Park.  
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Events 

1963 “Little 500” Bike Race at Griffith’s Stadium 

 

 

Pictures: Top Right Bob Berven holding bike while 
Charles Bostock dismounts. Bottom right: Bob 
Berven dismounting. 

Pictures from Jack Park.  
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Winter Festival February 1972  
By Allan J. Willy BSc. Adv. 1972, Post-Grad Diploma 1976 

 

The Ore Gangue Snowflake ice sculpture was 
located just outside the southeast corner of the 
Engineering Building (southwest corner of 
Rutherford Rink) a few steps from the Geology 
Department and was entered in the U of S 
Campus Winter Festival "Do it in yellow snow" Ice 
Sculpture contest in February 1972. One 
snowflake photo is a clipping from an issue of the 
Saskatoon Star-Phoenix and the other taken by 
the author the evening of its creation. One of the 
"attractive" snow sculptures that year was a huge 
phallus spouting a stream of yellow urine (the 
"classy" Arts & Science goofs work of art). I think 
the Engineers tried to destroy it...part of their usual 
"bullying" tactics when they got tired of harassing 
the Aggies.  

 

The truly classy Ore Ganguers spent one very cold evening until the wee hours of the next morning 
applying layers of water dyed yellow with food coloring to wire chicken mesh shaped like snowflakes 
with the use of hand pump water fire extinguishers borrowed from the walls of the Geology 
Department. Between spraying coats the Ore Ganguers sculpting team would take refuge from the 
subzero S’toon temperatures in their warm smoky and stuffy coffee room which occupied a 
subbasement hole under the geology department (where they stored various rock and potash 
samples). 

 

To pass the time we enjoyed quite a few bottles of beer, smoked cigarettes (yes, we were the 
unhealthy generation) and played dealers choice poker and blackjack. I won quite a bit of money 
that night... well a couple pockets full of loose change! It should be noted that in 1972 drinking 
alcoholic beverages on Campus would result in being expelled from the U of S. However, the Ore 
Ganguers had a special relationship with the Green Meanies security guys who let us study after 9 
pm or even all night and ignored that night of beer drinking in the coffee room. They visited us that 
night in the subbasement full of smoke and good cheer, were offered a beer and politely declined 
and wished us well in our sculpture efforts! No expulsions for the Ore Ganguers! 

Photo taken by Allan J. Willy, February 1972 
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Winter Festival February 1972  
By Allan J. Willy BSc. Adv. 1972, Post-Grad Diploma 1976 

 

The Ore Gangue Snowflake sculpture won Third 
Prize, was the only one to appear in the Star-
Phoenix (the other "winning" sculptures were not 
so suitable for public appearance in the 
newspaper) and was a feather in the cap for the 
ONLY student society to even try to enter the 
contest...all the other entries being colleges.  If my 
memory serves me, and at my age often does not, 
a snow shoe race was part of this 1972 U of S 
winter festival. I do not remember how many Ore 
Ganguers entered, but Jim Parres won First Prize 
of a clock radio which he donated for the coffee 
room.  I believe one other Ganguer, Wayne 
Manson (?) placed third. 

As an afterthought to this story, one Saturday the 
Ore Ganguers painted that airless subbasement 
hole that served as our coffee room. At the bottom 
of the stairs, before you turned right to enter the basement, Garnet Turcotte drew and painted the 
Ore Gangue Crest on the wall.  I was painting in the main room. I cannot remember who else was 
there but we used oil based paints and were drinking beer (always breaking the Campus 
regulations!). The Gangue painting team had to escape from the paint fumes to take fresh air breaks 
in the hallway every so often. Whilst the hippies were getting high on one drug or the other 
elsewhere on Campus, the Ore Ganguers were getting high on paint fumes and beer! With all of this 
you may speculate that Garnet’s Ore Gangue crest was Picasso-like, but in actuality it was indeed a 
magnificent work of art! 

Events 

Scan of clipping from the Saskatoon Star-Phoenix 
February 1972 (Allan J. Willy, July 2018)  

Starting Line U of S Winter Carnival Snow Shoe Race February 1972—East end of bowl by Admin Building. 
1: Jim Parres Ore Gangue First Place Winner. 2: Wayne Manson (?) Ore Gangue.   

2 1 
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Winter Festival February 1972  
By Allan J. Willy BSc. Adv. 1972, Post-Grad Diploma 1976 

Events 

Ore Gangue Winner of U of S Winter Carnival Snow Shoe Race 1972. From L-R:  ? , Allan 
Willy, Gary Billingsley, Jim Parres (First Prize Winner) carried by Don Kraynick and ?, 
Chuck McCormick (?), Fred Foster, Dayle Matthews (deceased),  ?  

L-R back row: Kevin Heffernan, Chuck McCormick, ?, Peter Boyle, Al Willy. L-R middle: 
Don Kraynick, Dayle Matthews (deceased), Ray Robertson.  L-R front row:  Gary 
Billingsley (?), Jim Parres, (?), Brad Taylor  
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Winter Festival February 1972  
By Jim Parres 

 

THE 1971 SNOWSHOE RACE   (2nd Edition) 

Note:  There is a “1st Edition” of this FAMOUS story kicking around somewhere but I did THIS 
edition up for the Ore Gangue 2018 Project.   

 

I had been snowshoeing since I was about ten years old, in and around the Flin Flon, Mb., area.  
Recreational snowshoeing, Boy Scouts (Cubs) and some times of necessity.  There is a fair bit to 
learn about the sizes and shapes of various snowshoes and the technique of utilizing them properly.  
Some of it you learn through trial and error, other things you learn from your co-workers, especially 
the Metis and Natives. 

 

The most important aspect of snowshoeing to learn from a safety perspective, is how to make a 
“deadman’s” harness so if you go through the ice with your ‘shoes on, you can wiggle your feet out 
of the harnesses.  If you can’t get your snowshoes off, you will probably perish.  I came close 
several times.  Once we were hunting and I fell through thin ice in a swamp.  It was pushing -30⁰ F, 
and my right shoe became entangled in or on a submerged tree.  Repeated efforts to get that 
snowshoe off only got me deeper into the rotting, vegetating stinky water.  Finally my partner got me 
out with a dead dry tree he broke off.  Once out of the water, my jeans froze solid and I could barely 
wade through the deep snow.  We made it to a trappers camp where there was a roll of tar paper we 
used to create a fire in the airtite stove inside. 

 

One time I broke through candled ice on the Nelson River at Cross Lake, above the rapids, with my 
hoop gear (HLEM) on.  (Hoop and console for readings.)  My partner, the “Tripper” held on to the 
cable tightly (300 feet away) as the current was trying to drag me under the ice.  I finally got out of 
the river because fortunately, the cable didn’t break.  If it had, I’d a been a “goner”. 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             
Another important point is the wearing of “work mocs”, consisting of moose hide bottoms and usually 
canvas tops.  That’s what I wore for years while working in exploration. They are lighter and easier 
on the snowshoe webbing as well.  (As opposed to Sorels or other types of boots.) You must put 
spruce boughs down around your lunch fire to make sure your mocs don’t get wet from the melted 
snow. 

 

The size of your snowshoes depends in large part on your body weight.  I favoured long narrow 
Chesnuts, for staking and walking picket lines while doing geophysics.  Maybe drones will change all 
that!?  We used to take the webbing out of the back section and fasten a curved wooden block in 
that area of shoe so you wouldn’t trip and fall so much due to stumps snagging in your babiche, 
especially on axe cut picket lines.   

 

In the spring when the snow gets wet we used snowshoes strung with nylon or metal line (Army type 
shoes) because our babiche shoes would  get wet and heavy.  Sometimes however, we used nylon 
rope to reinforce the gut, especially around the area where your feet were placed, if we had to use 
babiche shoes.   
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Winter Festival February 1972  
By Jim Parres 

 

Every night we would hang our snowshoes up in the top of the tent or camp building to dry out.  In 
staking rushes we would get up at 3 or 4 a.m. so we could skidoo into certain areas and catch the 
crust before the sun got too warm and softened the snow.  I put in thousands of miles on 
snowshoes.  Often when we encountered rock faces or cliffs it was best to take the snowshoes off 
and wade through the snow up or down the hill.  On new ice in early winter we cut dry poles to carry 
“just in case”. 

 

One day in the Coffee Dungeon, some of the Ore Gangue crew suggested I go in the upcoming 
snowshoe race event held in the “Bowl”, a section in the middle of the campus.  First prize was a 
clock radio which sure would come in handy for the music and keeping track of the time for classes.  
It would “humanize” the dungeon as well. (our coffee room) 

 

Our “beer room” was off campus over in Sutherland (section of the city) where my family had lived 
back in the 1920’s when they moved into the city from the Richard – Maymont – Speers area 
homestead.  Eventually my grandmother saved up enough to put a down payment on 613 East Lake 
Avenue on the east side of the Saskatchewan River.   

 

There were two main impediments to me having much of a chance at winning the race.  Firstly I 
didn’t have my fast snow shoes and personalized harnesses in Saskatoon.  They were sequestered 
back up in the Flon. The second sticking point was, I had gained weight since sitting on my butt 
most days.  I was normally around my fighting weight of 210-220 pounds, but currently I was up 
around 250 pounds.  Not good for a fast dash to win the cash.  I did however decide to give it a shot. 

 

The Gangue assembled at the Geology department, and then we traipsed over to the Bowl.  They 
had snowshoes with harnesses there.  I hadn’t scoped out the course and that almost cost us the 
clock radio.  I picked out a pair of snowshoes and made sure the harnesses were not worn or 
frayed.  I shed my parka as it would be cumbersome. 

 

It was a mass start.  I believe Wayne Manson, a long time Inco employee was in the race as well, so 
we had a double shot at winning.  Wayne also had considerable experience at snowshoeing and he 
was a lot lighter than me.   

 

We all lined up (picture) and dashed across the bowl.  A few fellows tripped and fell down, either 
from incompetence or over-exuberance.  That ended their race day!  Then there was an obstacle 
course we were directed to.  The trail there was packed down but it was a single lane.  Getting there 
first was a huge advantage as no one could pass you in the deep snow alongside this trail.  I didn’t 
know about the single file trail and I was third to get to the start of the trail.  Once on the trail, we all 
shuffled along in single file.  My spirits were dampened as I realized it would be almost impossible to 
pass but the Ore Gangue cheered me on never-the-less. 

. 

Events 
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Winter Festival February 1972  
By Jim Parres 

 

Of the dozen or so that started the race I would estimate there were still 8 or 9 of us left.  I just had 
to bide my time and hope for a break.  We wound around trees and then came to a man-made snow 
hill.  The fellow in first place made it up and over but the guy in second spot had trouble navigating 
up the hill.  I knew the technique, so I got by him on the hill.   Now I was in second spot. 

 

Earlier the person behind me had kept stepping on the back of my shoes.  Now he was behind me 
again and did it again.  At first I had thought it was just accidental, but now I realized he was trying to 
trip me.  I snarled at him that if it happened again….well… you know!! 

 

I got up right behind the fellow in first place.  It was about a hundred feet to the finish line.  The 
Gangue was going nuts, screaming encouragement.  Suddenly the first place guy dropped down to 
do something with his harness and tried to block the trail.  I didn’t hesitate.  I jumped off in the deep 
snow and used a technique where you kick out your toes as in a sprint.  I could see he was on the 
move again but I jumped back on the trail, just in front of him. 

 

Now the Gangue smelled blood and like a pack of wild dogs they were screaming for victory.  All 
250 pounds of me made it to the finish line, gasping for breath and the clock radio was ours!!  I 
looked around for the guy that had tried to trip me but he had faded away in the ignominious haze of 
defeat.  Oh well.  The main thing was we had the clock radio to liven up the coffee room and he was 
stuck with his hand in his pocket, on the rat. 

 

The Gangue were pretty excited and hoisted me up on their shoulders.  That was a great boost of 
acceptance for me from my fellow Ore Ganguers, and much appreciated. 

 

Even though the coffee room was down in the basement with all the field samples stored in boxes 
and crates stoically watching over our dungeon, the room and the radio epitomized camaraderie and 
that’s what the Ore Gangue “club or fraternity” is all about.  Fortunately, Madame Lady Luck, and 
experience were on our side that day. 
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Flour Sack Race, Winter 1972-1973  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

From Cliff Herman: 

 

“It was in a wintery month of 72-73.  The University Student Association organized various individual 
and team competitions.  One of the individual competitive events was to carry sacks of flour 
mounted on a back rack.  In this ‘archived’ photograph included in The Sheaf - Mar 29/77, vol 68, no 
45, Sam Wing is being loaded up by myself and another Ore Ganguer.  Sammy carried 475 lbs of 
flour on his back for a distance of 10 – 15 yards to win this University-wide competition!  The prize 
was the flour, which Sam exchanged at an OK Economy Store for cash and promptly went to the 
SLCB to buy beer for the Ore Gangue – resulting in yet another unplanned party at someone’s 
rented apartment!  Fun in the Ore Gangue was by no means proportional to wallet size.”  

Events 
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Winter March, 1978  

 

 

University Campus photos from March, 1978. 
From Barry Mazurkewich’s slides, which were 
scanned to into digital images.  
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Prospecting  

The Ore Gangue’s Amisk Lake and La Ronge Belt Mineral Properties 

By John Pearson 

 

During the early 1970’s, the Ore Gangue worked on two mineral properties in northern 
Saskatchewan.  My memory is a little foggy, likely caused both by time and student good times, 
about the mineral properties so perhaps others can fill in some of the details and correct some of the 
errors.  In the winter of 1972 the Ore Gangue members came up with the idea that in, order to 
finance our various exploits and also to take advantage of all of the bright young minds and 
experience gained over 1 or 2 field seasons, we should select some prospective mineral properties, 
do a little work on them and option the properties to a mining company.   

The idea for this came from Rod MacQuarrie, Mike Chorney and Wayne Manson.  Rod was a grad 
student working for Mel Stauffer and had worked in the Amisk Lake area prior to and during his 
undergrad years.  His graduate degree project was age dating of the Flin Flon deposit.  Wayne was 
a long time Inco field man who returned to university in his late 30’s to obtain a geology degree.  
Mike had worked for Hudson Bay Mining Exploration and Development (HBED) for a few years 
before returning to university for a geology degree.  He actually went on to the dark side and 
became a geophysicist.  They selected a property in the Chamney Island area in middle of Amisk 
Lake, about 20 km west of Flin Flon.  The property was entirely covered by Amisk Lake so it could 
be staked from a single nearby point of land with just a couple of witness posts thereby eliminating 
staking costs.  The second advantage is that we could just do a quick simple geophysical survey on 
the ice without any expensive and labour intensive line cutting, identify some good mag and/or VLF-
EM targets.  We could then flip/option the property to a mining company.   

They put together a crew of the willing and we all headed up to Flin Flon at the beginning of the 
February break.  I don’t remember who all was involved in the field crew so others can make 
additions or subtractions.  Three car loads headed north from Saskatoon in a blizzard.  I was 
travelling with Rod Spooner and Betty – Rod and Betty were going to visit Rod’s brother, Tony and 
his family, who lived in Flin Flon.  Somewhere south of Little Bear Lake on the Hanson Lake Road, 
in the dark and in heavy snow, Rod’s car hit the ditch, buried really.  Everyone tried to dig it out with 
no success.  We were 10 km south of Little Bear Lake.  At the entrance to the road into Little Bear 
there was a gas station, hotel and bar (since burned down).  We all piled into the two remaining cars 
and headed for Little Bear.  The restaurant, bar and motel were still open so we had a quick supper 
and then went to the bar.  We closed that down, I was sharing a room with Richard Stupnikoff  and 
Gary Billinglsey.  Gary and Richard bought some beer and I am not sure if we got any sleep at all.  

The next morning we loaded everyone into the two remaining cars and drove to Flin Flon.  Bob Cluff 
was from Flin Flon and his parents allowed us to sleep in their rumpus room.  The plan was to stay 
at Cluff’s and have our meals in the dining room of the Royal Hotel.  I think that Bob’s parents fed us 
breakfast and made lunches for us.  

At the time the Royal Hotel was a pretty happening place, a nice restaurant where most of the 
mining company people ate and there was a great rock and roll band in the bar.  Our days were to 
get out on  the lake fairly early, put in a grid with pickets on the ice, do the geophysics and return to 
the hotel for supper and the bar and listen to the band who played lots of Rolling Stones, Creedence 
Clearwater Revival, the Who, the Doors, Beatles etc.  Great Nights!!! 
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After the blizzard the weather cleared and turned very cold.  Bob Cluff’s memory of the details is 
better than mine.  He remembers that we borrowed the geophysical equipment (Magnetometer and 
VLF-EM) from Lew Parres.  Wayne Manson laid out the grid, set up the baseline and turned off the 
cross lines with a transit, the workers (the rest of us) chained in the pickets and then picketed the 
cross lines.  Rod MacQuarrie did the Mag survey and Bob Cluff did the VLF-EM survey.  Richard 
Stupnikoff was my partner and I think that John Knight was Gary Billingsley’s partner.  It was very 
cold on the ice with a stiff wind, not sure what the temperature was but this was long before anyone 
measured wind chill factors.  John Knight had worked for Inco the previous summer and wore 
summer leather top boots.  He froze his feet badly and as I recall may have lost a toe or two to 
remember the experience.  Driving back from the grid one evening, Rod’s truck hit the ditch.  We 
were able to dig the truck out successfully but Rod was forever saddled with the moniker of ‘Crash 
MacQuarrie’. 

The next question though is - how did we pay for this?  A lot of us were pretty much broke and in 
debt after 4 years of university and some limited summer jobs, so most of us could not afford this on 
our own.  Rod told us that the Ore Gangue would pay for it out of the profits.  Initially I think that Rod 
paid for all the meals.  When we got back to Saskatoon, President  Ray Robertson told Rod that the 
Ore Gangue wasn’t going to pay for this so I am not sure how this was resolved.  More importantly, 
the Ore Gangue couldn’t find a company to option the property. 

Events 
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Ore Gangue Property  - Four Years Later 

In 1976 I was back in Grad School, the executive at the Ore had made a deal with John Randall, a 
PhD student working with Dave Mossman.  John had staked some gold properties in the La Ronge 
Domain and the Ore Gangue had agreed to exchange the Amisk property with John’s gold property 
in the Contact Lake area of the La Ronge Domain.  John had worked in exploration for many years 
before returning to university.  The problem was that the property needed exploration work done in 
order to maintain it in good standing.  Under the Mineral Disposition Regulations at the time, in order 
to maintain property mineral rights a company or individual had to do exploration work or pay in lieu 
– $5.00/hectare.   

By the time I returned to grad school I had worked as a mine geologist in BC for a year and in 
exploration out of La Ronge for 2 years – doing geophysics, sitting drills and mapping.  It was 
decided that we would do another geophysical survey on the property – Mag and VLF-EM, again 
during the February break.  I believe there were six ‘volunteers’ for this – Keith Metcalfe (who was 
president of the Ore Gangue that year), Sam Wing plus myself.  I don’t recall who else ‘volunteered’.  
I laid out a grid that we could flag in, one of us would do Mag and I would do VLF-EM.  The 
unfortunate part was that we had no trucks or trailers to haul equipment, nor did we have any  

 

From the Ore Gangue Accounts Book  

Events 

556 May 2019



 

 

Prospecting  

The Ore Gangue’s Amisk Lake and La Ronge Belt Mineral Properties 

By John Pearson 

equipment - skidoos, geophysical equipment, chains, or flagging tape.  I had spent two years in La 
Ronge working for the Department of Northern Saskatchewan Mineral Evaluation Program, which 
later morphed into the Saskatchewan Mining Development Co. (SMDC), which later morphed into 
Cameco, so I contacted Gerry Labine,  the manager there, who was a good friend.  Gerry loaned us 
a truck, trailer and all of the equipment; he and his wife Jackie put us up in their basement and fed 
us.   

It took us three days to do the work – to flag in the grid, carry out the geophysical survey etc.  We 
were a very much more settled group than the group in 1972 and the work went well with no hango-
vers, beautiful winter weather and an open mature forest to snowshoe in.  It was actually fun, at 
least to my mind. 

When we got back to Saskatoon, Ivan Sereda, a geophysics grad student, and I wrote the report 
and submitted it to Sask Energy and Mines for assessment work allowing the property to be held by 
the Ore Gangue for a few more years, after which it unfortunately lapsed.  The Ore Gangue could 
never entice a mining company to option either of the properties. 

The sequel to this is that timing is everything.  Both properties actually had good mineral potential; 
the Amisk Lake property for base metals and the La Ronge property for gold.  Shortly after we com-
pleted work on the Amisk Lake property, HBED did extensive work around the Ore Gangue property 
including geophysics and drilling on Amisk Lake but never optioned the Ore Gangue property.  In 
1983, SMDC delineated the Star Lake Gold Deposit, a high grade gold deposit which they mined, 
about 20 km north of the Ore Gangue Contact Lake property which sparked a staking rush in the La 
Ronge Gold Belt.  Nearby, Corona Corp. developed the Jolu deposit, both high grade gold deposits.  
Just a few km south of the Ore Gangue property which was near Contact Lake, SMDC discovered 
the Bakos Zone near Contact Lake which they later put into production. 

Events 

View of Amisk Lake, taken from the 
west shoreline, summer 1990. Photo 
by Tracey Jungwirth while working for 
Sask. Energy and Mines.  

 

Possible that this  island is Newfound-
land Island in the south central part of 
the lake which is actually just south of 
the Ore Gangue property.  
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Previous Page Top:  This was the Ore Gangue trip to Flin Flon to stake ground on Amisk Lake-
winter '71/'72 I believe.  Rod McQuarrie's car and he hit the ditch when an ore truck from some-
where went by and McQuarrie got a tire caught on the shoulder (my recollection anyway).  Hard 
to pick out people, but I see Jim Parres and John Pearson-possibly Rod Spooner there too.  We end-
ed up staying the night at Little Bear Lake I think. 

  

Previous Page Bottom: Same Flin Flon trip:  John Pearson with Bob Cluff-we stayed at Cluff's house 
in Flin Flon. 

 

This Page: Same Flin Flon trip-Rod and Betty Spooner with John Pearson.  I rode with them in Rod's 
car-we were just leaving the Engineering Building. 
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Funding for any club or organization is always an ongoing conundrum and the Ore Gangue was no 
exception.  There are always expenses.  

 

 I believe however, that our imaginatively designed blue and white Ore Gangue era jerseys that 
have recently become “collectables”, were paid for by individual members.  What a great investment 
if you still have one. 

 

At a brainstorming, coffee addled session, we tossed around numerous ideas as fund raisers.  
Auctioning off Dr. Langford’s gold collection was nixed but we considered selling Brad Taylor’s 
services as a bouncer and/or defenseman for hockey, to the Aggies.  I objected to losing my 
defense partner, so that nixed that idea.  (Opponents would enter our zone on my side and quickly 
change their minds when they saw my size and hairy countenance, and  veer over to Brad’s side 
where they were met with a sweeping football style hip check only seen elsewhere in the NHL.)  
Great entertainment for our raucous fans. 

 

As I remember, there was a general consensus that Rod McQuarrie’s idea of staking some claims 
on a showing of mineralization, found by Saskatchewan Government mapping on Amisk (Beaver) 
Lake received more yays than nays.  We thought we might option the prospective mining claims to 
HBED, at Flin Flon.  Parent company, Hudson Bay Mining and Smelting had producing mines in the 
area. (Coronation, Birch, Flexar, et al).  Joe Brain had gotten rich from his mining claims in that area 
and even had a lake named after him.  Imagine our royalties if our showing turned out to be an 
orebody. 

 

Perhaps a junior company like Flin Flon Mines Ltd., headed up by Ore Ganguer Val Hogg’s father, 
C. A. L. Hogg, a geologist based in Calgary, Ab., might be interested.  The Company had a small 
producing gold mine in the area.  We could take shares and sell them for the Ore Gangue Treasury. 
If the stock went up. 

 

The showing (of mineral) as I recall was on an island, so it would involve cutting a gaggle of witness 
posts but not a lot of linecutting or blazing.  (No hard rock map staking back then.) 

I had a great deal of previous experience staking in Saskatchewan as I had staked around 50 claim 
blocks in the Mokoman Lake copper rush in 1969, which enabled me to finance a return to 
University in 1970. 

 

I felt I could contribute to the Ore Gangue staking effort, but fate intervened! 

 

A date was set and claim maps were double checked to make sure the ground was still open.  It was 
winter so there would be lots of ice on Amisk Lake to support the large staking crew.  It would be a 
great opportunity for many of the younger Ore Ganguers to gain some field experience.  So much 
so, that many of the Ganguers moved to the Oil Patch in Alberta after graduation where it was 
milder and much tamer!! 
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We agreed to rendezvous after classes on Friday.  We should arrive in the Flon late that night.  The 
plan was to stake the mining claims on Saturday so we could drive back to Saskabush on Sunday to 
be well rested for Dr. Les Coleman’s class on Monday morning.  His classes were always 
fascinating.  Some might say mind boggling?   

  Dr. Coleman was famous (or infamous) for writing across our exam papers….”Contrary to popular 
opinion, bullshit does not baffle brains”.  We always wondered what could he possibly mean?? 

Nobody, apparently, bothered to check the weather.   

As I would be gone for several days of prime sales (weekend), I left my store, A and A Records and 
Arcade, on 8th Street, in the capable hands of Keith Bright, my establishment’s manager.  Some of 
the Ore Ganguers worked there part time (Keith Miles and Jim Gibson).  I was looking forward to an 
exciting weekend in my old home town.  Little did I know, I would have several near death 
experiences before I got to make it back to the sanctity of the city where we lived on Temperance 
Street. 

Still however, nobody bothered to check the weather.  We should never have left the friendly bushes 
of Saskatoon, but what the hell, we were Ore Ganguers….budding  geologs who would have to face 
nasty, inclement, horrific weather all our careers when in the field, or “the bush” as we fondly called 
it.  (No pun intended.)  Speaking of horrific weather, I had already seen more than my share in my 
10 year working hiatus from University.   

I remember one trip my crew and I were flying from Schist Lake, Mb., just out of Flin Flon, on our 
way back to our base camp at Knife Lake, Sk., when we flew into a white out.  A very critical 
situation for smaller planes with limited instrumentation.  We were 40 miles out with 50 miles to go.  
For very obvious safety reasons the pilot decided to turn around and fly back to the air base at 
Schist Lake.  When we landed that big old Norseman, still in part of the storm, the guys all jumped 
out thinking we were at camp.  Surprise!  I still chuckle at the look on their faces, squinting into the 
snow and gradually coming to the realization we weren’t at camp but someplace else.  I cracked up 
as looks of puzzlement  turned to looks of bewilderment and then finally….the reality that we were 
back where we started.  Back to the Royal Hotel bar?  Nope.  Everyone was still broke!  No pay 
cheques yet… 

We cavalcaded to Prince Albert then drove east to Smeaton to catch the Hanson Lake road where 
we turned north, then north-east  to drive the 325 kms to Creighton, Sk., home of Bob Cluff and 
Dave Kennedy, both Ore Ganguers. 

Note:  If you’re a “civilian” and you’re wondering what exactly is an “Ore Ganguer”?   I’ll explain.  It’s 
a yearly gathering of students studying geology at the University of Saskatchewan in Saskatoon.  It’s 
like a fraternity or even sort of like the Hell’s Angels motorcycle club.  Once you get in you can never 
get out!!  Ore is the economic mineral while gangue has the double entendre meaning gang (group 
of people) and waste rock surrounding the ore, the gangue.  My father, Lew Parres, and his older 
brother, Jim, who was in Engineering, both were charter (founding) members of the Ore Gangue 
back in the 1930’s.  My father was a unique member because while attending University, he played 
hockey for the Ore Gangue, the Engineers and the University Huskies.  His NHL career was cut 
short by a job in a producing  gold mine, a woman, a child, and the stroke or lack thereof, of a pen.  
(another story).  
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I believe there were 4, possibly 5, vehicles in our safari.  Shortly after we started up Hanson’s road, 
we ran into a doozey of a snow storm.  A real freakin’ blizzard.  The Saskatchewan Government had 
been pondering several routes to connect the farming communities with the mining areas of 
Creighton and Flin Flon back in the 1950’s.  My Dad and Olaf Hanson, a legendary prospector and 
trapper, mapped out a route and presented it to the Government.  The other route being considered 
was the one from Nipawin to the Sturgeon Weir River exiting at the south east corner of Amisk 
(Beaver) Lake.  A substantial bridge was needed across the river.  The road from Creighton to 
Denare Beach…then down along side Amisk Lake on the east side was already completed.  My 
Dad’s good friend, Nile Nicholson, the MP for Nipawin was lobbying for that route. 

 

NOTE:  Because my father had discovered the Hanson Lake orebody west of the Flin Flon smelter 
and we were drilling the Choiceland iron deposits at the time, the Saskatchewan Government chose 
the route proposed by Olaf and  my dad, Lew, as it was a “road to resources”.  I had done the HLEM 
detail survey over the Hanson Lake ore zone on the ice in the spring after the initial discovery drilling 
back in 1956. I was just 15.  (another story) 

 

My Dad felt the route should be named after Olaf Hanson because Olaf had a lot of input through his 
knowledge and travels of the area as a prospector and trapper.  The Government combined the two.  
Olaf Hanson’s name,  and the access road to the Hanson Lake mine ..hence the Hanson Lake 
highway. Hanson Lake was there long before the highway.  The road was constructed in the 1950’s 
and completed in the 1960’s. 

 

As we convoyed up the Hanson Lake road, the highway became heavily snow covered and visibility 
was the end of your vehicle’s hood.  One of our cars slid into the ditch on the left side of the road.  
We spent quite a while and a lot of energy trying to push the vehicle back up onto the gravel 
highway.  Bald tires didn’t help and of course no one was carrying a chain.  It looked like our trip was 
doomed before we were barely started.  In retrospect some felt that barley soup supplied the 
needed push power to get up and rolling again. 

 

I was driving my 1969 Ford Galaxy and leading the way with my front bumper plowing snow.  My 
engine began to overheat, so we decided to seek some sort of refuge.  Unfortunately for our group, 
there were no communities along this barren highway and very little infrastructure.  (this was the 
early 1970’s)  About 2 a.m. we stumbled upon a tiny motel in the middle of nowhere.  Sort of like an 
oasis in a white desert.  

 

The motel was cloistered for the season.  Closed too.  We pounded on the door as there was a 
snow covered vehicle there.  Finally a disgruntled face poked out wanting to know who the heck we 
thought we were.  They said we could stay but there was no heat in the rooms.  Wonderful.  We got 
into bed with all our clothes on.  It became a battle to keep from freezing to death and succumbing 
to a dog doo death.  We finally got up as it was breaking daylight and decided to hit the road and 
pray we met a plow.  If we paid for our rooms, I don’t remember.   
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I believe that all the engines in our vehicles started up even though it was brutally cold.  We were all 
starving and regretted not packing a large lunch.  NOTE:  I believe we were in the area of the 
amazing phenomenon of the underground river that flows through this part of Saskatchewan.   

Of course now the snow was even deeper and my car engine (302) was laboring.  As the needle on 
the temperature gauge rose, I became concerned.  Suddenly we were saved.  A snow plow with 
flashing yellow and purple lights had come to our rescue.  Our luck had turned (temporarily)! 

Everyone was sleeping or at least dozing.   NOTE:  We had arrived in the area where I used to see 
the American B-52 bombers flying overhead at tree top levels.  They were huge suckers and would 
startle the beejazus out of you because they filled the sky.  I asked everyone “who wants to drive”, 
as I was getting tired and nodding off. Not good.  The only coherent answer came from one of my 
four passengers.  It was a Chinese-born-in-Canada kid.  I queried him if he had a valid driver’s 
license.  He said “yes”.  I said “you drive and I’ll grab a nap”.  I had just nicely dozed off when I 
awoke to Norma screaming.   A large black object flew by us, barely discernible in the early morning 
light.  The kid kept driving for about another mile..  We were in the left lane where the plow had 
cleared the road.  The plow was heading south-west.  The kid was shaking.  I asked what had 
happened.  He mumbled something  about a huge truck.  I was thunderstruck.  He was still in the left 
lane.  How had the truck missed us? 

Pretty soon the rest of the gangue caught up to us.  I think it was Spooner who said to me “boy 
there’s a really pissed off truck driver back there in the bush… He wants to kill you guys”.. 

Wow.  The kid had frozen at the wheel and hadn’t pulled over into the snow filled lane.  The only 
option for the trucker to avoid killing all of us, was to take to the ditch..and then the bush.  No 
wonder the driver was pissed.  The kid was still shaking, clutching the wheel.  I decided we had 
better go back and check out the situation.  Spooner didn’t think that was a good idea and we should 
just carry on. 

I’ll explain now how this young fellow had been invited on the trip.  It was because I had asked him if 
he would like to come along.  He was having some heavy duty problems, both at home in North 
Battleford and at school.  I figured the staking trip would take his mind off his personal trials and 
tribulations.  This is the story of what had transpired back at the University. 

Several Ore Ganguers had come to me because I was a senior citizen and I guess they thought, a 
“man of the world”!  They said there was a first year kid that was having some problems  and would I 
talk to him.  Because it was “Ore Gangue” related, I consented.  I had enough of my own problems 
with Coleman’s class, the store, our kids, et al.  We arranged a meeting time and this young man 
showed up.  I asked him what was on his mind and proffered that maybe I could offer him some 
“wise words”.  His answer was totally unexpected and his response totally floored me.  I thought it 
would have something  
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to do with his studies or perhaps adjusting to the added pressures between University and High 
School.  I certainly didn’t in my wildest dreams expect this reply. He stated “my sister and I suspect 
our father, who is a medical doctor, killed our mother”. 

 

Of course I queried him on why did he thought this could possibly be true and was there any proof of 
such an allegation.  He continued very seriously and said, “well, he would know how to poison 
someone so it wouldn’t show up”. 

 

The only coherent thing I could summon up was, “have you gone to the Police and told them your 
suspicions”?  He replied, “Yes, but they won’t believe us.  He’s a respected member of the 
community and they think we’re just kids suffering in grief that our mother died”. 

 

\When I queried him on why his father would want to kill his wife….the response was “ their mother 
had told them that the father had a mistress and may want to get rid of her”. (the mother) 

 

The only sage advice I could come up with was “you and your sister need to find a champion, an 
adult you can trust, someone, a priest, a lawyer, someone who will believe you and not betray you”. 

 

He was definitely very upset and I could see he truly believed what he had confided to me.  I said, 
“hey, we’re going on an expedition to Flin Flon to stake some mining claims.  Do you wanna come 
along”? 

 

He had stated he would like that. It very nearly got the 5 of us all killed. 

 

I drove the rest of the way into Creighton and the Flon.  I was fairly upset.  This was the second time 
in two years that persons of Chinese descent had almost killed me with their crappy driving skills.  
(Geomorphology field trip – Little Rocky Mountains, B.C.) 

 

I figured I would see the trucker around town so I could apologize and pay the tow bill but I never did 
see him.  No one came up to me or said a word about it over the years and then it just sort of faded 
from my mind. 

 

Once we returned to Saskatoon, I don’t remember ever seeing the kid again.  Of course I always 
wondered what had happened to him. 

 

I only started investigating unsolved murders in 2017 after I was injured in an industrial accident and 
couldn’t pound rocks anymore.  The book is to be called “The Extirpations”. 
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We arrived in Flin Flon around lunchtime, after a very close encounter with a large gravel truck on 
the Hanson Lake road. If the driver hadn’t veered off the road into the ditch all 5 people in my car 
would have most certainly been killed.  

 

The rest of the Ore Ganguers were anxious to head out to Denare Beach to stake some claims on 
Rod McQuarries idea on Beaver (Amisk) Lake. As an experienced claim staker, I wanted to go along 
to assist the Gangue in acquiring the mineral claims. They were depending on me and our window 
of time was short. We all had to be back for classes at the University of Saskatchewan on Monday, 
bright and early! 

 

My Dad, however, had other plans for me. A number of his claims on the north side of Big Athapap 
to the west of Limestone Narrows had come open (expired) and needed to be restaked as soon as 
possible. Lew wanted me to fly down with a skidoo and whip around on the ice putting in mostly 
witness posts. There were only a few lines that need to be re-blazed.  

 

I was conflicted over my loyalty to the Ore Gangue and my Father. The bottom line was my dad 
wasn’t taking no for an answer so that solved my problem right away.  

 

In 1972 you could stake and tag your claims at the same time. I grabbed “Old Razor Sharp” and my 
staking packsack filled with my graphite crayons, nails, compass etc.  I took a small skidoo over to 
Parsons’ Airways and we loaded it onto the back of a Norseman sitting out on the ice of Schist Lake. 
Once the pilot had the motor warmed up we taxied out to the rock hard airstrip on the bay marked by 
small spruce trees, along the sides of the strip.  

With a mighty roar, we took off down the strip and up into the blue. It was almost a straight shot off 
the strip to the southeast and down Big Athapap. After 20 minutes, we circled and landed on the big 
lake! The pilot and I unloaded the skidoo out the cargo door, which landed with a thud on the ice. 

 

I had packed my thermos full of tea and a couple of sandwiches, plus several chocolate bars for 
energy.  

 

The pilot said he’s pick me up around 4:30 p.m. just before dark. It was now 10 a.m. Saturday 
morning. I told him I would probably be over to the east of where we were.  

Before he was in the air I had the skidoo running and was off to cut witness posts on an island. The 
pilot banked the Norseman around and came in over me low, which we called a “buzz” back then.  

 

As I was restaking old claims I found the old posts on the island and made some new ones. I had 
several posts cut and faced before the heavy noise of the Noresemans’ motor had subsided from 
my ears. So far so good! 
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It was a dull day, with a lot of blowing snow swirling around and it was “cold as hell”, contrary to 
popular opinion that Hell is hot.  

 

I was back and forth on the skidoo between the North shore of Athapap and an island locating posts. 
I had a quick bite of lunch around 2 p.m. and washed the sandwiches down with Earl Grey tea. The 
chocolate I saved for later.  

 

I was all finished the re-staking by 4:30 and hoped the pilot would be on time as it was getting dark a 
bit early due to the overcast.  I hadn’t run into any slush on the lake so that was a bonus.  

 

Four thirty came and went. No plane. Five O’Click it was getting quite dark so I decided that the 
weather was too crappy for the Norseman to fly. I had lots of gas in the skidoo yet and I didn’t feel 
like sleeping on the shore of Big Athapa so I thought I’d head for limestone Lodge that was several 
miles to the east near the Narrows.  

 

I’d ended up on the south side of a big ice ridge that ran for miles across the lake. Instead of going 
back west and losing time I headed east along the ridge looking for a break in the “pushed up 
ice” (like plate tectonics). It was five to six feet high. I drove for several miles but couldn’t find an 
opening. I was actually past Limestone Lodge, which was north and west of my position. It was now 
pitch dark. Still no plane. I figured if he did come he’d see the headlight on my snowmobile out in the 
middle of the darkness.  

 

Now it was a dilemma. I decided to head for Rin Can narrows. As I got close to the trestle I could 
see by my headlight there were some open holes. That means the ice under the bridge was 
probably not safe.  

 

I decided to see if I could shoot across somewhere on good ice under the Tin Can bridge. I left the 
skidoo running with the headlight shining under the trestle. Suddenly “splosh”, I went under the ice. I 
grabbed onto some willows but I was in the water from my waist down. I didn’t have time to be cold 
because all at once I heard a ferocious noise. It startled me because at the same time the ground 
started to shake. Suddenly the ore train from Snow Lake roared onto the trestle. Everything was 
shaking so violently that I was worried I’d lose grip on the willows and go into the water over my 
head.  

 

Ten minutes later the noise abated and the train was headed off into the darkness towards Flin Flon. 
Everything was dead quiet except for the wind. Then I heard the plane. What? It was pitch dark and 
he was flying.  
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I tugged on the willows to see if I could  pull myself up enough to get on solid ice. I was sure they 
would break off but some how they held enough gor me to get up by the shore. I back tracked and 
got out onto the lake. The Norseman was coming straight for me so he must have seen my 
headlight in the darkness.  

 

I drive out into the middle of the lake so he could land to pick me up. I was hoping he had seen the 
ice ridge earlier in the day. He had several lights of his own shining down on the ice.  

Once he landed safely I drove towards him. He had a helper with him so the three of us hoisted the 
skidoo into the cargo area. The pilot mumbled that the weather had “gone out” but he said my dad 
had insisted on them coming to get me.  

 

Back at Schist my Dad was waiting at his office along Exploration Alley (Mitchewll Drive).  

 

He queried me “Did you get all 8 claims?”. 

 

I said “Yup and even more then that!”.  

 

He gave me a puzzled look and said, “Let’s go up to the house, (129 Green St. ). Your Mother’s got 
supper waiting. By the way, how’d you get so wet?”.  

Events 
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Talent Night 

 

The below page explains the origins of the Talent also known as Variety Night. Because The 
Concentrates had a gap between 1992 and 1998, we do not know the date this event was 
discontinued, but based on conversations it was likely the early 90s.  The talent night involved 
music, interesting costumes as well as a variety of skits.  

Events 

This is from the Ore Gangue Manual, written by the 50th President Gary Linassi, Rex Johnstone, David 

Nordin and Matt Rees. It was found in the Ore Gangue Box in basement of Geological Sciences.  
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Talent Night 

 

As per the last paragraph, we contacted Hayden Brown to see if he still had the recordings from 

those early 80s shows taped. In 1999, he had sent cassettes to the Ore Gangue executive, but 

those were lost to time. He checked and he was able to take the original tapes from 1980s and 

transfer them to digital for us.  One of the first digital files Hayden sent us was the Prairies Higglers, 

the band that included  Dr. Hendry and Dr. Sarjeant.  Hayden will have the rest of the files available 

for the 85th Reunion.  

All digital files have been sent to Archives and will be played at the reunion events.  
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April, 2018 

Wow.  That brings back memories…Yes, I can tell you who is in the picture! 

 In the distance with the headphones on is Dean Mireau.  In the middle, with the hat, is ME!  And closest 

with the mustache is Daryl Hyland.  Daryl and Dean were close friends.  They were not in the Ore Gangue, 

or took Geology.  That picture was from the February 12th, 1982 Ore Gangue Talent night at Williams 

Catering.  (I sent you a song by the Prairie Higglers from that night).  That year I borrowed a very good 

sound system from a friend.  It was a little overwhelming to an amateur sound  guy!  I asked Daryl and 

Dean to help me that night.  Dean ran the recording equipment, Daryl did the lights, and I was on the 

sound board. 

Cheers 

 Hayden 

Picture from Archives. UASC, 
MG135_Box1_Activities_&_Individ
uals2_Unidentified_Event_006 
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Talent Night 

This memorial cassette was  created for the 

Hugh Hendry Memorial Fund. We have 

transferred this to digital and have sent the files 

to University Archives. 
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Talent Night 1992.  
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Talent Night 
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Original Contact Sheet from The Concentrates, 1981-1982  
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Talent Night 

Events 

Delio Tortosa, M.Sc,, 1983 
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Talent Night 
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Previous Page: Pictures from Archives. Possibly 1982-1983.  

Top Left: UASC, MG135_Box1_Activities_&_Individuals2_Unidentified_Event_005 

Top Right: UASC, MG135_Box1_Activities_&_Individuals2_Unidentified_Event_002 

Middle Left: UASC, MG135_Box1_Activities_&_Individuals2_Unidentified_Event_001 

Bottom Left: UASC, MG135_Box1_Activities_&_Individuals2_Unidentified_Event_004 

Bottom Right: UASC, MG135_Box1_Activities_&_Individuals2_Unidentified_Event_003 

From The Concentrates, 1983-1984 
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Talent Night 
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Talent Night 
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Talent Night 1991-1992. 
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Beer Nights 
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From The Concentrates, 1981-1982. 

From The Concentrates, 1983-1984 

From The Concentrates, 1979-1980.  

From The Concentrates, 1980-1981.  
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Beer Nights 
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From The Concentrates, 1985-1986.  

From The Concentrates, 1986-1987.  

Any other beer nights?  

Send us the story and/or pictures 
and we will send to Archives to 
capture for the 100th Edition of the 
Concentrates.  

From The Concentrates, 1986-1987.  
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Buffalo Shearing Pub 

 

The one and only Buffalo Sheering Pub. Gary Linassi  provided a 5 minute movie of the "shaving of 

the buffalo".  This was a movie of Harold Hovdebo getting his head shaven for charity.  The video 

has been sent to Archives and is available for viewing at Reunion Events.  
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From The Concentrates, 1982-1983  
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Bull Shearing BBQ and Ball Game 

 

John Gorman was nicknamed 
“Bull” from the show Nightcourt. 
At the year-end BBQ and 
Ballgame, it was decided he 
needed to embrace the full “Bull” 
look.  

Events 

From The Concentrates, 1988-1989  

Top Picture: John “Bull” Gorman,  Tim Hudema, Heather Skuce, Ailsa 
Le May 
Middle Left:  ?,?, Cam McCuaig. Middle Right: Kerry Klassen, Cindy 
Sweeney, Angie Bilanski Simpson 
Bottom Left: Gerard Zaluski, Dale Schultz, Randy Brehm. Bottom Right 
facing camera: Scott Gerhardt, Brian Pelletier and Brian Morgan 
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Halloween Pub 

Note: Too many pictures of costumed Ore Ganguers at Halloween. We could not include them all 

here.    

From The Concentrates, 1980-1981.  

From The Concentrates, 1981-1982.  

From The Concentrates, 1982-1983.  

From The 

Concentrates, 1983-

1984. Dave Smith 

alias Captain 

Birefrigence 

From The Concentrates, 1984-1985.  From The Concentrates, 1984-1985.  
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Halloween Pub 
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From The Concentrates, 1987-1988.  From The Concentrates, 1989-1990.  

From The Concentrates, 1991-1992. 

Tom Bryski, Darren Kennard and 

Lyndon Clarke 

From The Concentrates, 1992-

1993. Heather and Kelly Skuce. 

From the 2001-2002 PowerPoint 

From the 2002-2003 PowerPoint 

Year and Student Unknown 

Alicia Bjarnason and 

Kirsten Marcia , 1998 
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Other Events 
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Pasta? Eating Races. From The Concentrates, 1987

-1988. 

Boat Races. From The Concentrates, 1990-1991. 

Pony Races. Angie Bilanski Simpson. From The 

Concentrates, 1990-1991. 

Helium Pub 

Pub Crawls. Picture from CD labelled 2002. 
Lani, Mel, Jen, Shane 
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Events 

Pie Throwing Toga Parties, from 2002-2003 PowerPoint 

Cummingtonite Dance, From The 

Concentrates, 1986-1987 

Austin Powers Night, 1998. Mike Anthony with Alicia 

Bjarnason, Lisa Kooy, Renee Brickner, Vicke Honke, Kirsten 

Marcia, Susan Bradley, Naomi Wiebe 
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Bowling 
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 1972. John Smith-Jones, Ron 
McKellar, Wayne Manson, 
unknown, Jim and Lorraine 
Reynolds 

1972. Above: Andy Burnett. 
Top Right: Charlie Harper. 
Bottom Right: Irwin Konig. 

From The Concentrates, 1983-1984. 
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Bowling 
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Bowling events approximately 2002-2004. 
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The End of the Year Parties 
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From The Concentrates, 1983-1984. From The Concentrates, 1984-1985. 

From The Concentrates, 1985-1986. From The Concentrates, 1986-1987. 
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The End of the Year Parties 

 

 

Events 

From The Concentrates, 1987-1988. From The Concentrates, 1988-1989. 

From The Concentrates, 1989-1990. 

Any other year end parties?  

Send us the story and/or pictures and 
we will send to Archives to capture for 
the 100th Edition of the Concentrates.  
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Events 

Sports 

“To give a complete summary of the year’s sporting events is virtually impossible, 
unless one were to devote most of this book to sports. Therefore, only the highlights 
can be given any attention. Sports is an integral part of the Ore Gangue, as it not only 
provides participants with exercise and competition, and fans with entertainment, but it 
often provides many students with a first impression of the Ore Gangue.” 

 
Taken from the 1981-82 edition of The Concentrates, the above quote, certainly true at the time, has 
always captured the Ore Gangue’s approach to the campus sports scene. And the statement 
applies as well, if not more so, to this the 85 anniversary edition of the Concentrates.  During the 
research and writing of this document, enough sports-related material was gathered not only to 
make Sports by far the largest chapter of this volume, but enough to almost justify a separate 
volume of its own. 

 

Squamish, volleyball, baseball, 
soccer, football.  The list could, 
and does, go on. If there was a 
sports event on campus, there 
was an energetic Ore Gangue 
presence.  Of the many, many 
sports the Ore Gangue 
participated in, two were 
particularly prominent through the 
society's history: Curling, and 
Hockey. 

 

Friendly rivalry and good-natured 
competition were hallmarks of the 
Ore Gangue, whose members 
were never second to step up.  So 
popular were some events that by 
the early 80's the O.G was able to 
field more than one team.  The 
women's team, entered in Hockey 
in 1981-82, proved to be the first 
of many teams fielded by the Ore 
Gangue through the following 
years. 

Cartoons. This page is from The 
Concentrates, 1986-1987. Next 
page is from The Concentrates, 
1979-1980.  
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Sports 

 

Broomball. From The Concentrates, 1979-1980. 

Events 

Ball from The Concentrates, 1980-1981. 

Football from The Concentrates, 1981-1982. This year had two football teams.  

From The Greystone, 1934. Lew Parres in Track and Field.  
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Sports 

 
 

Basketball from The Concentrates, 1982-1983. Women’s Volleyball from The Concentrates, 1983-
1984. 

From The Concentrates, 1984-1985. 

Squamish from The Concentrates, 1986-1987. 

Canoeing from The Concentrates, 
1987-1988. 
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Sports 

 

Floor Hockey from The Concentrates, 1989-1990. 
Back: Ailsa Le May, Michele Innes, Riona Berntasky 
Freeman, Angie Bilanski Simpson, Karla Richard 
Powell, Wendy Usher 

Sitting Front: Tracey Jungwirth, Diana-Mae King, 
Fiona Le May, ? 

Soccer from The Concentrates, 1988-1989. 

Back Row: ?, ?, Kevin Ansdell, Bob Tluchak, Kevin 
Keenan, Piglet, ?, Dale Schultz, Stan Stancliff 

Front Row: ?, ?, ?, Kevin Richmond 

Ore Gangue Instagram post 
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Events 

Curling 

 

1959. Murray Roed, Jerry Friesen, Bill 
Kaufmann & ??? 

Left: 1970. From University Archives. UASC, 
MG135_Box2_Sports2_001 

From The Concentrates, 1967-1968. 

From The Concentrates, 1962-1963. 

Left: 1939-1940. From the 

Scrapbook at Archives.  

UASC, 

MG135_Box3_Scrapbook_

p13B.  

Right: Rink, 2016. 
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Curling  

From The 
Concentrates, 1981
-1982. 

From The Concentrates, 1982-1983. 

From The Concentrates, 1983-1984. 

From The Concentrates, 1984-1985. 

From The 
Concentrates, 
1985-1986.  

L  to R:  Tom 
Yates, Brent 
Jellicoe and Ted 
Herman 

From The 
Concentrates, 
1985-1986. 

L to R – Colin 
Jellicoe, Rob 
Tweidt, Brent 
Campbell, Tom 
Kotzer.  Sitting 
Down – Marty 
Bobyn 

593 May 2019



  

 
Events 

Curling 

 

From The Concentrates, 1986-
1987. Margot and Blake 
Stephenson. 

From The Concentrates, 1987-1988. 

From The Concentrates, 1988-1989. Left: Brian Peltier, Kevin Keenan, Fiona Le May. Right: Riona 
Bernatsky Freeman, Angie Bilanski Simpson, Diana Mae King and Ailsa Le May demonstrating the “C” 
Axis. 
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Curling  

From The Concentrates, 1989-1990. 

Back: ?, Wayne Laturnas. Front : 
Greg Evancio and Kelly Skuce.  

From The Concentrates, 1991-1992.Greg 
Bell, ?, Erik Nickel 

Curling  1992-1993. Kyle Durocher 
and Cam McCuaig 

From the 2001-2002 PowerPoint 

2012 Halloween Curling. Left Photo L-R: Steve Walsh, Jeff Davies, Greg Hoenmans, Adam Leptich. Right 

Photo L-R: Nicole Hunter, Rachel Krahn, Holly Nixon, Jori Johanson and Alex Benmerrouche (background). 
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Hockey 

Ore Gangue Hockey Cheerleading Squad Winter 1972  

by Allan J. Willy BSc. Adv. 1972, Post-Grad Diploma 1976 

 

I do not know how many years before 1972 that the U of S allowed the Ore Gangue to enter its own 
team into intramural ice hockey, however in this year we certainly had a hockey cheering squad 
befitting our group.  In ye olden days, the Department of Geological Sciences was located in the 
east – southeast ground floor wing of the Engineering Building and directly across the laneway from 
Rutherford Rink. In 1972, it was very common for senior undergrads to come back to the department 
in the evenings to continue working on labs and to study with fellow Ore Gangue students. Now 
when a game was played it was easy for we non-players to close our books, put away the 
microscopes, rocks and stereonets and head across the laneway to Rutherford to watch and cheer 
on our fellow Ore Ganguer hockey team. Being the usual sort of Ganguers, the cheer leaders 
needed refreshment to sooth their throats, typically being a gallon jug of medium sweet Beau Sejour 
wine (also known as [Premier Ross] Thatcher Wine or Moose Jaw Wine). 

  
 

1972 Hockey Picture from Greg Cave. Back Row:  Wayne Dybvig, Doug Weston, Greg Cave, Donn 
Kraynick, Jim Parres, Fred Foster. Second row:  Mike Chorney, John Szuch, Duane Sly, Jim 
Reynolds (deceased), Dayle Matthews (deceased), Dave Lambden, Rod Spooner. Front row left: 
Foon Der, front row kneeling: John Pearson 

Events 
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Hockey 

Ore Gangue Hockey Cheerleading Squad Winter 1972  

 

Just before the game started, the cheering section would head to its favorite location on the east 
side of the ice, in the bleachers against the boards to the right hand side of the rink between the 
centre and blue lines.  We consisted of anywhere between 10 to 20 rowdy Ganguers sometimes 
including a few players’ wives or girlfriends. The fans were unprotected by glass so any errant pucks 
could hit you but this was intramural hockey and few players, if any, had NHL-style slap shots. Refs 
were fair game for insulting if they made the wrong call against our team.  I once remember Ray 
Robertson slapping the boards with a broken hockey stick and delicately chirping at the ref that he 
needed eye glasses or something like that! Ray was the lead conductor for the Ganguers ref 
scolding squad. 

 
Then, there was the time that Jim Parres jumped from the ice into the stands to confront a small 
group of unruly College of Commerce fans. I think they were critical of Jim’s back checking 
consisting of a rapid series of slashes and spearings on their players. Unbeknownst to the 
Commerce fans, we numerous Ganguers had quietly encircled them from behind.  Jim on being 
threatened by these Commerce fans, and I don’t know why as Jim is a big guy, pointed out that they 
would have to deal with his Ganguer Crew and they should turn around and have a look.  Well, 
Commerce backed off, Jim got back on the ice and the game resumed.  I think we beat Commerce 
that night! 

 

One night, just before a face off, Neil Thiessen skated over to the Ganguers fans, grabbed the jug of 
wine, pulled a big slug of that red juice and got a couple drags off my cigarette.  Yes, the Ore 
Gangue hockey team was a hale and healthy lot toned by miles of bush traversing in the wilds of 
Northern Canada!   And, there was the time Brad Taylor, later Ore Gangue President, caught an 
opponent skating furiously head down towards our net.  Brad, a very strong stocky guy who was well 
experienced in the art of fisticuffs, locked himself, dropped his shoulder and when the opponent hit 
Brad stood up with the opponent flying over his shoulder to land hard on his back on the ice.  Boy 
was the guy angry! He got up, threw off his gloves and wanted to engage Brad.  Brad skated off, 
waving this guy off as fighting in intramural hockey was a suspension for the season and Brad liked 
playing hockey.  The opponent was lucky Brad backed off!  Sadly, the Ore Gangue lost Brad in 2009 
to heart failure at 62 in Whitehorse, Yukon his home after his U of S days.  

 

After hockey games the Ore Gangue players and fans would retire to the Sutherland Bar for brews 
and a rehash of the games. These were great times of friendship both on and off the ice. 
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Hockey 

The early years 

 

From The Greystone, 1932. 

Events 

From The Greystone,  1933. 

From The Greystone, 1934. From the Parres Collection. 
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Hockey 
The early years 

 

 

From The Greystone, 1936. 

From The Greystone, 1936. 
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Hockey 

Remembering Rutherford 

After seeing this Green & White article (photo 
left), both Lew and Jim Parres sent in stories 
to the University advancement. We have both 
of their  original stories in full here.  

As well, the final Green and White publication 
PDF is included under Appendix B, called 
Rutherford Green and White 2004.  

This link discusses further Remember 
Rutherford Rink:  

https://news.usask.ca/articles/huskies/2018/
remembering-rutherford-rink.php 
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Hockey 
Remembering Rutherford 

By Lew Parres 

 

Rutherford Rink. I'll never forget it and I am 89 years old. I played many a game in that old building 
to full houses with my family and friends (and future wife, Billie Cross) watching and cheering us on. 
You see, I played hockey for the "green and white" - the colour of the U. of S. Huskies.  

In 1918, my Dad, Chris had been seriously wounded in France (WWI). After recuperating in England 
for a year, he returned to the homestead at Richard, Saskatchewan. In 1920 he "packed it in" with 
farming and we moved to Sutherland on the East side of Saskatoon. After many years in 
Sutherland, we moved to 613 East Lake Street across from Nutana School. I played midget, juvenile 
and junior hockey for the Nutana Athletic Club, winning several championships from 1930-32. Jack 
Koyle, I remember as an outstanding player on our teams.  

In 1934, I began studies at the University in Geology. My older brother Jim was in Geological 
Engineering and we both played in Rutherford Rink during our years at U. of S. 

One game in Rutherford I remember rather vividly. We were playing the Wesley Intermediates. I had 
scored the first goal for Varsity on Downton in the first period. In the second period, our goalie, 
Burns, dumped a Wesley player by the name of Edwards and I had to play goal. That was the rule in 
those days. The goalie went into the penalty box and served his time. Someone on the ice at the 
time had to play goal. Luckily, our guys "ragged" the puck so well the Wesleys only got one shot on 
me. The game ended one-one. There was no overtime. 

Our team that year was Kusch and Burns in net (not at the same time, of course). I played right wing 
with Gray at center and Ard on left wing. Others on the team were Carter, Denton, Garvie, 
Cruikshank, Foster, Wilson and Buglass. 

In the 1936-37 season I again played for the U. of S. Huskies and somehow managed to play for the 
Engineers as well, I believe. On the Huskies, Phillips was our coach, Cruickshanks, the Manager. 
Other players were Downing, Langford, Morrison, Huddleston, Ball, Brent, Carter, Donton and 
Raymond. Carson was the trainer and Parker Assistant Manager. 

In the exhibition games we played and defeated Mayfair Intermediates twice, broke even with 
Nutana Juniors and lost one game to the Wesley Juniors. We fought the Alberta (Edmonton) Bears 
in Western Inter Collegiate play for the Halpenny Trophy and were narrowly defeated. 

After the 37 / 38 season I immediately got a job at the Coniaurum Mine in Timmins and played 
hockey there for the Coniaurum Flyers. I was 6'5" and played right wing. If you got hurt, you were on 
your own. No pay. 

My wife (Marion Dorothy Cross of Saskatoon) and I (married 65 years in 2004) used to don the 
speed skates for public skating in Rutherford during our nine year courtship. I have many fond 
memories of Rutherford Rink and U. of S. 
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Hockey 
Remembering Rutherford 

By James R.B. Parres—son of Lew Parres 

 

The old barn that is the Rutherford Rink on the U. of S. campus in Saskatoon was very handy for 
Geology students, as it was only 50 feet from the Engineering building, where the Geology 
Department was once located (1930-1986). In the early 1970s when I attended the U of S, Geology 
students spent many a lunch hour playing shinny in the "Ruth" and getting in shape for the battle of 
Intramurals. Following the workout and drenched in perspiration, it was back to classes. Phew! No 
wonder female enrolment in Geology was low! 

 

In fact my son, Brent, now a Thunder Bay policeman, was born in Thunder Bay Hospital in 1973 
while I was battling the Aggies in Rutherford. When I got off the ice, I called the hospital - a baby 
boy, 11 lbs. 12 oz. Now he's 6'5" and 200 lbs in 2018. Another hockey player. Fortunately, he 
inherited his moves from his grandfather, Lew Parres, not me!  

 

Both my father, A. L. "Lew" Parres (BA'48), “Prospector of the Year” for 1988/89 and my uncle, J. C. 
"Jim" Parres (BSC'36) played in Rutherford Rink back in the 1930s while attending the U of S. Both 
are graduates of U. of S. as well as myself.  

 

My dad played Juvenile and Junior for the Nutana Athletic Club winning several championships, 
circa 1930-1932. Lew said Jack Koyle was an outstanding player. Gordie Howe also played for the 
Saskatoon Standards and for the Saskatoon Tigers against the NHL-bound Bentley Brothers. While 
attending U. of S., 6’5” Lew played for the Huskies wearing the green and white.  

 

Because my dad was the “baby” in his family he often had to sit through family “get-togethers” (sort 
of a “post-game-critique’), where family members would say “oh, you should have shot - or passed 
or ,deked” etc. 

 

My dad’s hockey career looked bright, but his mother, Mrs. E.A. (Madill) Parres was a staunch 
Presbyterian (her father James Cross Madill was a Presbyterian Minister, her uncle – United 
Church) and would not sign the papers for Lew to play in Toronto at the Catholic school associated 
with the Toronto Maple Leafs. (Lew made it to the Leafs “on paper” in a Diane Francis article in 
1989!).  

 

From Sutherland in the 1920’s to 613 East Lake Avenue in Saskatoon in the 1930s, Lew took his 
hockey skills to the Coniaurium Mine in 1938 in Schumacher, Ontario where he landed a job at the 
mine playing for the Coniaurum Flyers. However, if you broke a leg you didn’t get paid, so eventually 
when he made shift boss, he put the hockey career on hold for a pay cheque instead.  

When I attended U. of S. (in a year-round program) 1970-1973 the Geology Dept. had a team called 
the “Ore Gangue” (a word play on a geological term). We had an awesome team, “Win or Lose”, we 
always ended up at the Sutherland bar usually to celebrate or dissect the battles between the 
opposing fans in the Rutherford Stands.  
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Hockey 
Remembering Rutherford 

By James R.B. Parres—son of Lew Parres 

Lew played his last hockey game in Maple Leaf Gardens in 1989 at the age of 74, when the 
Prospector All Stars took on the Teck Corp. team (Dr. H. Keevil – also a U. of S. graduate). During 
intermission, Kelly Phillips, my wife’s cousin dressed Lew in a gorilla suit and he played “Snap the 
Whip” with the figure skaters and survived! To get “in shape” for the big game in the gardens, people 
in Flin Flon, MB. (where Lew moved in 1945 after several years in the RCAF) would see Lew out 
skating on a rink on Ross Lake (in the middle of the Flon) wearing his Ken Baumgartner hockey 
jersey (Ken had worked for Lew as a student in Flin Flon).  

Lew, currently age 88, resides in the Northern Lites Manor in Flin Flon with his wife of 64 years, 
Marion Dorothy “Billie” (Cross) Parres – a Saskatoon girl who won the Governor General’s medal for 
academic proficiency. If you count the nine-year courtship period that is 73 years together.  

I gave up hockey at age 54 due to malfunctioning limbs. I did, however, get to play in some games 
prior to that with my son, Brent.  

Too bad Brent never got to play in the Rutherford Rink. It was quite an experience. (Oh well - they 
moved the Geology Dept. in the meantime).  

I’ve seen 150 skaters on Rutherford ice at lunch times, but 750! Must have been very crowded. You 
better not fall! 

And actually I think that’s my dad in the middle of the picture you ran on Rutherford (Green & White 
– Fall 2004*).

And one more note. There was a worse rink for viewing etc. built in Lynn Lake MB. I played in a 
midget game there in 1950’s (Judge C.K. Taylor was our coach).  When you were skating along the 
boards with the puck you could run into a beam and I have seen guys knocked out cold! Hence the 
expression – keep your head up was doubly applicable.  

James R. B. Parres, BSC'72 

*The Green and White publication PDF is
included under Appendix B, called 

Rutherford Green and White 2004. 
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From The Concentrates, 1964-1966. 

From The Concentrates, 1979-1980. From The Concentrates, 1980-1981. 
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Hockey 

 

Top photos: Two hockey teams from The Concentrates, 1981-1982. 

From The Concentrates, 1982-1983. From The Concentrates, 1983-1984. 

Bottom photos: Two teams from The Concentrates, 1984-1985. 
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Hockey 
 

From The Concentrates, 1985-1986. From The Concentrates, 1986-1987. 

From The Concentrates, 1987-1988. From The Concentrates, 1988-1989. 

From The Concentrates, 1989-1990. Ore Gangue Hockey 1990-1991. 
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Hockey 

 

Hockey Team and Fans from  
early 2000s. Photos found in 
Geological Sciences 
basement.  

Events 

 

Hockey Mask from Facebook 2013. 
Ore Gangue Hockey 1991-1992. Photo by Tracey 
Jungwirth.  

Post from the Ore Gangue Students Instagram Page. 
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Reunion Events 

Alumni Events 

Early in the Ore Gangue history, The Concentrates was created to maintain a connection between 
students, alumni and the department. Up until the 1960s, The Concentrates was mailed to all alumni 
members. With rise in mailing costs due to growth of membership and the increase in printing costs 
due to photographs it was no longer viable to mail out this publication to alumni. In the 1970s, 
production of the publications stopped altogether. 
When the 1980s started, The Concentrates was 
resurrected and instead became a student yearbook 
and was not considered for mailing. 

The special edition Jubilee Concentrates published in 
1961, had an excellent summary of the history and the 
alumni up to 1959. See document in Appendix A: 
Mawdsley_1961_AppA_History_The Concentrates 
Golden Jubilee book:  Hand written notes indicate this 
was written by Mawdsley. This was published in 1961 
after the University of Saskatchewan's Golden Jubilee 
(1909 to 1959).  

Late 1980s, the department started the publication The 
Triceratops to maintain contact with the alumni. The 
first issue indicates an attempt to find contact 
information for many of the alumni.  The six The 
Triceratops published are found under Appendix C. 

Banquets provided another way for alumni to interact 
with the students. Earlier,  there were two banquets per 
year. Alumni were invited to participate in the fall 
“reunion” banquet. In the 1980s and 1990s, the 
banquet was reduced to the spring only. Experienced 
alumni were invited as guest speakers who shared their stories about careers and adventures. 

Reunion events started appearing in the 1970s, and the highlights are captured in the next section. 
Any reunion events we missed do let us know.  

Calgary has a strong alumni community with the annual alumni Christmas party and golf 
tournaments. Highlights from these events are summarized after the Reunion Events.   
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Saskatchewan Homecoming Banquet 

From: GREG CAVE  

Cliff  et al, 

It was 1971 at our "Saskatchewan Ore Gangue Homecoming Banquet" that we 

organized.  I believe at this point we were singing "We were walking through the jungle 

with our....xx@@##" If  it wasn't for the generosity of  Bill Kaufmann, George 

Grant (http://www.legacy.com/obituaries/calgaryherald/obituary.aspx?n=george-donald-

grant&pid=177506189&fhid=6135) and other alumni, the Ore Ganguers would have lost 

our asses on the event.     

Greg 

Left Photo—L to R: Alan Blanke or George Gazuk (dark rimmed 
glasses), Rod Spooner (guitar), Dave Lambden? (glasses, behind 
Rod), Dr. Norman Wardlaw (at the mike – receiving an award?), 
Dr. Mel Stauffer (behind Norm), Dave Kennedy (applauding), Andy 
Burnett (behind Dave K.), John Pearson. 

Bottom Photo—L to R: Greg Cave, Alan Blanke or George Gazuk 
(dark rimmed glasses), Rod Spooner (guitar), Dave Kennedy (front, 
vocalizing), Dr. Mel Stauffer (behind Dave K.), Andy Burnett 
(belting it out!), Fred Foster? (partial face behind Andy), John 
Pearson, Rick Ippolito (at back, between John & Ray, under Ray’s 
chin), Ray Robertson, unknown behind Ray (Gary Billingsley 
possibly?), and Duane Sly (glasses, far right) (or is this Grant 
Streeton as John Pearson suggested?). 
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Reunion Events 

The Almost 50th Reunion 

The 50th Reunion was postponed, summarized in the dot matrix section below, which is from the 
Ore Gangue Manual, written by the 50th President Gary Linassi, Rex Johnstone, David Nordin and 
Matt Rees. The complete manual can be found under Appendix A.  

. 

Left: Lounge picture  from 

Carey Galeschuk.  
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60th Anniversary Celebration &   

Opening of New Geological Sciences Building 

The opening of the 
Geology building co-
incided with the 60th 
Anniversary of the 
first formal geology 
course offered in ge-
ology at U of S.   

. 

Left: There are 5 different pamphlets associated with the 
opening of the New Geology building in 1986. All have been 
scanned and combined into a PDF  called New Geology 
Building and Reunion_1986_All Pamphlets. The PDF is  located 
under Appendix F.  
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60th Anniversary Celebration &   

Opening of New Geological Sciences Building 

 

.  
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60th Anniversary Celebration &   

Opening of New Geological Sciences Building 

Pictures on these two pages are from the 
three photo albums we found in the 
Department Head’s office. To quote Kevin 
Ansdell, “ I never noticed these before and 
I used to sit in this office!”.  

We would like to thank Dr. Erica Bird, who 
meticulously photographed every page so 
we could include them in this publication. 
The PDFS of all three albums are located 
under Appendix F.  

If anyone has time, we would appreciate if 
someone could identify the people in 
these three albums where possible.  

Back Row: ?, Loren Kelly,  Bill Kaufmann, ?, 
Gary Linassi 

Front Row: Brent Jellicoe, ?, Tony Cadrin & 
Dave Nordin 

Photo right: ?, ?, Dr, Kurt Kyser and Dr. Fred 
Langford 
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60th Anniversary Celebration &   

Opening of New Geological Sciences Building 

 

.  

Photos from Bill Kaufmann. Upper: Brent Jellicoe & Bill Kaufmann at reception and banquet regarding the 
new Geology building opening. Bill suspects too much koopoo juice! Lower: Pat Marcotte, Dr. Glenn 
Caldwell and Bill Kaufmann at the inaugural opening of the new Geology building.    
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 60th Anniversary Celebration &   

Opening of New Geological Sciences Building 

 

 

 Pat Marcotte, Fred Sharply (Class of 1959), Dr. Walter Kupsch: 
Occasion was the reception and banquet regarding the new Geology 
building opening.  
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60th Anniversary Celebration &   

Opening of New Geology Building 

 

•  

 

There are two large framed pictures that currently 
hang in the department head’s office. Both indicate 
these were part of an art competition for the 60th 
Anniversary Celebrations and Opening of New 
Geological Sciences Building.  

 

The top left is a replica 8.5x11 print that was signed on 
the back at the building opening by various Ore 
gangue alumni. This signed  8.5x11 print has been 
donated to University Archives.  

 

The bottom right is a blurry attempt to photograph 
the second picture found int eh department head’s 
office.  

 

The story behind the opening of the New geology 
building is found in the next section.  
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Geophysical 30th Year Reunion 

The full Reunion Document can be found under Appendix A labeled: Gendzwill_1991_ 
AppA_History_Geophysics U of S 30 years. 

. 
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The 70th Ore Gangue Alumni Reunion 
By Dr. Kevin Ansdell 

 

The Ore Gangue turned 70 years old in 2004, and an Anniversary Celebration was held in 
Saskatoon from May 7th to 9th. The organization of the event was led by a team of students from 
the Ore Gangue, under the chairmanship of Ben Hollands, Ore Gangue President at the time. The 
team included a committee of Brennen Hosegood, Dave Jenkinson, Mel McMillan, Susan O’Donnell, 
Franz Peters, Dario Piotto, and Andy Yackulic, and numerous volunteers. Kevin Ansdell assisted as 
the Faculty Advisor, and Hospitality Services at the University of Saskatchewan were very helpful. 
Tracey Jungwirth and Angie Simpson were the contacts in Calgary.  

The event started on Friday afternoon as 17 of the 
participants toured the Canadian Light Source on 
campus. The celebrations then started with a 
sponsored reception at Great Western Brewery 
followed by a come-and-go social at the Top of the 
Inn at the Sheraton Cavalier, which has great views 
of the South Saskatchewan River. The social 
started at 5 pm, and the hotel management were 
concerned about the poor attendance at the 
beginning. Not to worry! The room was hopping by 
mid-evening, and instead they became concerned 
about running out of beverages. Everybody had to 
leave at midnight unfortunately. 

It was amazing how well everybody recovered for Saturday morning as the attendance for five 
technical talks, given by alumni, at the university was excellent. Steve Halabura, Tony Cadrin, Tom 
Kotzer, Brent Jellicoe, and Kirsten Marcia gave presentations on hydrocarbons in Saskatchewan, 
future trends in the oil and gas industry, the use of the synchrotron in the Earth Sciences, and 
diamonds and kimberlites at Fort a la Corne, near Prince Albert. The speakers were thanked at the 
Celebration Banquet at Upper Marquis Hall in the evening, which was a well-attended and very 
enjoyable event, with great food, more beverages, and group photos of Ore Gangue alumni from 
each decade.  

Over the course of the weekend, the Ore Gangue Lounge in the Geology Building was open for 
coffee and relaxation, and there were informal tours of the building, the Natural Sciences Museum, 
and the campus. There was also a special display in the Science Library celebrating the Ore 
Gangue. However, some decided to get rid of any toxins in their body by swinging golf clubs at the 
Moon Lake golf course. Finally, for anybody that was left there was an informal barbeque in the 
Palliser Gardens on the south side of the Bowl on Sunday lunchtime. 

Overall, the celebration was a great success, with 146 Ore Gangue members, alumni, and guests 
attending, and including one 1950’s grad (Don Rotherham), and five 1960’s grads (Jeff Semple, 
Tony Spooner, Marilyn Truscott, Lee Forsythe, and Dan Studer). Tracey Jungwirth and Angie 
Simpson collected images to highlight 70 years of Ore Gangue activity in a memento CD, which was 
distributed to all who were interested after the event. And five years was deemed to be enough time 
to recover for the next Anniversary Celebration – the 75th in 2009. 
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The 70th Ore Gangue Alumni Reunion 
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The 70th Ore Gangue Alumni Reunion 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 The 70’s Group of Grads - Ron McKellar, David McNeil, Gord Mueller, Dave Lambden, Gord Beach, 
Dave Barlow, Norm Holton, Glen Dickson, John Pearson, Peter Boyle, Gary Billingsley, Cliff Herman 

1950’s grad (Don Rotherham), and five 1960’s grads (Jeff Semple, Tony Spooner, Marilyn Truscott, Lee 
Forsythe,  John Frey and Dan Studer).  
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The 70th Ore Gangue Alumni Reunion 

1980s Grads: Jeff  Boisseoneault, Brent McKercher, Norm Hopkins, Dave Smith, Tony Cadrin, Ted 
Herman, Brent Jellicoe, Tom Kotzer (hidden), Rob Tweidt,  Rick Sereda, Mike Komeravich, ??, April 
Dyck, Brian Janser, Sean McGrath, Brent Lacey, Steve Halabura 

Picture left: Ted Herman and Cliff Herman 

Picture Right: Brent McKercher, ?, Jeff  Boisseoneault, Dave Smith, Brent Lacey, Mike Komeravich 
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The 70th Ore Gangue Alumni Reunion 

1990s Grads— Back Row: Daryl Zacharias, Brett Boklashuk, Randy George,  Brian Szatkowski 

2nd From back: Rob Adams, Zoran Jankovic, Matt Breadner, Susan Bradley, Wayne Laturnas, Greg 
Gudmundson, John Gorman, Colin Kreller, Darren Tisdale, Cory Belyk, Gerard Zaluski (hidden), Erik Nickel, 
Darn Wright, Rick Sereda, Rod Strate, Jeff Gogol 

2nd from front: Dave Bilenduke, Terry McCallum,  Kirsten Marcia, Renee Brickner, Sam Spooner (hidden), 
Tabetha Stirrett, Kerry Klassen, Diana Mae-King, Carmen Thompson, Karla Richard Powell 

Front: Jeffery Smith, Angie Simpson, Tracey Jungwirth, Greg Burroughs  

Picture on Left —Women’s Soccer team and Coach 

Back Row: Carmen Thompson, Michele Innes, Kevin 
Ansdell, Angie Bilanski Simpson, Mayda Zaluski 

Front:  Tracey Jungwirth, Karla Richard Powell 
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The 70th Ore Gangue Alumni Reunion 

2000s Grads— James Lawson, Kristen Fiolleau, Tyler Fiolleau, Michael Norman, Anthony Williamson, 
Chris Hamel, Keith Pottruff, Darren Tisdale, Andy Yackulic 

Middle Row: Monica Tochor, Mel McMillan, Bernadette Knox, Franz Peters, Ben Hollands, Darren Klassen 

Front Row: Tim Bergen, Dave Jenkinson, Ryan Mohr, Brad Humbert 

Lounge Pictures from the 70th Reunion Event 
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The 75th Ore Gangue Alumni Reunion 
By Tracey Jungwirth 

 

The 75th Ore Gangue Alumni Reunion (March 19-21, 2009) came into being the day after the 70th 
reunion held in Saskatoon. The 70th was such a successful and enjoyable event, we immediately 
wanted to start planning the next one. Those attending had a lively, boisterous good time in 
Saskatoon that created many positive memories.  

 

The highlight for me was the luncheon speaker, 
Olympic Speed skating star, Catriona LeMay Doan. 
Her sister is an Ore Gangue member (Ailsa) and 
her oldest sister married an Ore Gangue member 
(Kevin Keenan). She was an outstanding speaker 
and such a pleasure to talk to. Seeing the actual 
thin body suit she wore while racing and touching 
the Olympic Medals was remarkable.  

 

The Thursday opening event “Blue Goose Social” 
was held at the Radisson Inn. Imagine our surprise 
learning the most recent student devised an actual 
Blue Goose Funnel for faster beer delivery. Many of 
us “older” alumni declined to participate using this faster delivery system. Excuses ranged from “out 
of drinking practice” to “old dogs can’t learn new tricks”.  

 

Several special events were held 
on Friday: The previously 
mentioned luncheon “Going for 
Gold” with Catriona LeMay Doan; 
the Canadian Light source, 
Synchrotron Tour, University 
Campus Tours, the Great Western 
Brewery event and “Green is the 
Colour Party” at Marquis Hall on 
Campus. The Great Western 
Brewery event, was lively and 
entertaining. The current students’ 
beer drinking skills were on full 
display. Great Western had a 
great facility and we certainly 
enjoyed the beer. At the “Green is 
the Colour Party”, we enjoyed the 
PowerPoint presentation and 
sharing stories with our alumni 
members.  
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The 75th Ore Gangue Alumni Reunion 
By Tracey Jungwirth 

 

 

 

 

Saturday was Geology Day at the Department. 
Kevin Ansdell and the Ore Gangue executive did 
a fantastic job organizing speakers, arranging 
lunch and a scavenger event. The evening was 
the wrap-up Banquet at the Radisson Hotel.  
Many great stories were shared and pictures 
taken.  

 

The event was a resounding success for boisterous fun, and alumni stories. Nothing can stop the 
Ore Gangue Alumni from acting like the Ore Ganguesters of past and present.  

Green is the Colour Party:  Left is: 

Lindsay Salt, Lori Barth, Amanda Per-

rott, Suzy O’Donnell. 

Below is Scott Gerhardt and Mike 

Komeravich. 

The Exec: Lori Barth, Lindsay Salt, Amanda Perrot, Kevin 

Ansdell, Tracey Jungwirth, Alicia Bjarnason, Meridee 

Fockler, Suzy O’Donnell and Amber Doney. 
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The 75th Ore Gangue Alumni Reunion 

1980s Grads—Back Row: Joe Dion, Al Kelly, Gary Linassi, Ted Herman, Vic Noble, Steve Halabura, ?,  
Matt Rees,  John Halaburda, Ian Burt, Mike Komeravich, Michele Innes, Bob Gerhardt, Loren Kelly 

Front Row: Dave Nordin, Tony Cadrin, Norm Hopkins, Meridee Fockler, Brent Jellicoe, Rick Sereda, 
Brent McKercher 

Steve Halabura, Zoltan Hajnal, Brian Pratt,  Mel Stauffer, Willie Braun, Kevin Ansdell 
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. The 75th Ore Gangue Alumni Reunion 

 

2000s grads — Back Row:  Joel Lesperance, Amanda Perrot, Alicia Bjarnarson, Scott Elmer, Cole Web-
ster, Angie Vangool-Webster, Matt Breadner 

Middle Row:  Susan O’Donnell, Lori Barth? (hidden), Kristen Fiolleau, Linsday Salt, Kyla Poelzer, Amber 
Doney-Sorba, Sarah Katherine O’Conner Hennie, Janelle Grant , Tyler Tolton-Ropchan, Matt Schwab, 
Darren Klassen, Shayne Rozdilsky, Andy Yackulic, Bernadette Knox 

Front Row:  Lance Kostiw, Troy Edmund Marfleet, Rogan Hennie,  Christine McKechnie, Cassia John-
son, Laura Smith 

Pre-80’s Grads—Left to Right: Zoltan 
Hajnal, Cliff Herman, Rod Spooner, 
Ruth Streeton, Grant Streeton, Tony 
Spooner  (Note:  Ruth and Grant met 
originally both as Ore Ganguers) 
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Vintage Reunion 

By Cliff Herman 

 

From personal observation over the last few decades (in pursuit of a career in Calgary), it’s simple to 
see the Ore Gangue was and continues to be an accumulation of enthusiastic students, graduates, 
and professors who commonly cherished the educational and social roots associated with the Earth 
Sciences degrees (Geology, Geophysics, Mining and Geological Engineering) of Saskatoon.  But 
the experience and memories are a composition of the whole event.  Our formative, formal 
educational years during the Ore Gangue membership years were revered proudly by the 
studentship, that the rather small department was constructively educational.  But also 
unequivocally, that the concurrent social experience of the Ore Gangue was truly amazing.  It was 
and apparently continues to be unique among western Canadian colleges/universities and perhaps 
could be compared more extensively to across Canada.  The Ore Gangue’s success is the 
consequence of its unique culture, being more than just a club, but it was an event!  For many 
Alumni, it has been profoundly impactful, on our present and ensuing futures.   

 

As a consequence, many Ore Gangue Alumni, post-university contact continued among many co-
graduate and faculty folk of common timeframes.  However, due to life in general some were unable 
to maintain contact, hence an obvious purpose to the “Vintage Alumni Reunion”. 

 

E-mail and telephone reminiscences between Greg Cave (’71) and Cliff Herman (’73) prompted 
some serious thought of the importance in hosting a reunion of an older crowd of ‘Ore Ganguers’.  
Valarie Schulz (nee ‘Hogg’ – living in Dallas –  Grad ’71) just happened to be visiting Greg & Judy at 
their winter home in Palm Springs, which led to a few rums and ultimately to Greg’s e-mail 
suggesting that a reunion of our alma mater should happen sooner than later!  The soft suggestion 
made to Cliff for such a reunion led to the organization of this event, decidedly to be held in Calgary 
since many attendees would be from the city or nearby.  As well, Calgary could provide a good 
domestic and international travel destination for those who’d plan to fly.   The decision for Thursday, 
April 28, 2016 (Noon – 4:00PM) was made to provide less onerous mid-week travel for out-of-
towners and to conveniently accommodate the calendar set by retirees, providing a modest window 
between ‘Snow Bird’ and ‘Summer Property’ plans.  And for those still enjoying the workforce, 
‘Spring Break-up’ was a natural.  Invitations were made by e-mail and telephone with less than a 
month’s notice, initiated in early April, 2016. 

 

The invitation list was limited to pre-1976 grads to ensure adequate space in a modest sized venue, 
allowing opportunity for maximum interaction among the attendees.  Nick’s Steakhouse was chosen, 
with proximity to LRT and hotel accommodations, and having easy driving access off Crowchild Trail 
NW.  Nick’s Steakhouse graciously closed off their lounge/bar area to allow our group a private and 
noisy Reunion.  Turned out that privacy was a good thing with the likes of Jim Parres (’73) in 
attendance from Shuniah, ON.  Many of those attending will recall there was a full moon that 
afternoon. 

 

Grad year exceptions were made to include key younger Ore Ganguer Alumni.  Tracey Jungwirth 
(’92) volunteered to be the official photographer and handle post-op photo co-ordination for storage, 
photo-shopping, and administration of digital photos. As in anything Tracey undertakes, and she’s 
done many things for our Alumni, an excellent job resulted which was appropriately recognized 
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Vintage Reunion 

By Cliff Herman 

by Alumni attendees.  A special ‘younger’ guest was invited to this party, a well-known Alumni 
member, Dave Nordin (‘84).  Only few weeks following this event, Dave undertook to do a solo 
month-long walk to Saskatoon, which he simply entitled “Walking Back to Saskatoon”, a modified 
derivative of The Guess Who’s “Running Back to Saskatoon”.   Dave acknowledged he’s a walker, 
not a runner!  The “little man with a big heart” began his walk from Calgary City Hall and ended at 
the U of S Geology Department in Saskatoon.  His effort was not only in symbolic support of the Ore 
Gangue but with a monetary fundraising purpose.  Substantial funds through on-line donations were 
directed by individual donors to their choice of the “Ore Gangue Bursary Fund” or the “Heart and 
Stroke Foundation”.  Further details can be found in Dave’s article submitted to the “Ore Gangue 
Historical Project” (OGHP).  It is noted that Dave Nordin is also credited with initiating and 
organizing for many years the Ore Gangue Christmas Party, held each year in November.  This 
successful event has networked and reacquainted many of our Alumni as well as a few active and 
retired professors from the U of S for over 30 years. 

 

Other post-grad volunteers having made outstanding accomplishments for the benefit of the Ore 
Gangue and its Alumni are as follows: 

Gord Beach (’74 – Initiation of the Ore Gangue Bursary Fund); 

Nancy McKellar (wife of Ore Ganguer, Ron McKellar ‘74 – for Nancy’s excellent written 
documentation of the “History of the Ore Gangue” – and from a non-member no less!); 

 

Dave Barlow ’72, for his initial start to a now almost 35-year continuous “Ore Gangue Alumni Golf 
Tournament” held each September in Calgary; 

Jim Parres ‘73, an accomplished historical writer on mining, a musician and a song writer, brought 
his guitar all the way from Ontario to entertain the Alumni crowd with a few nostalgic songs, which 
was much appreciated by the attending crowd! 

 

 

L to R (front):  Gerry Reinson, Dr. Nor-
man Wardlaw, Garry Sutherland, Sandy 
Crawford, Gord Beach, Cliff Herman, 
Bill Petrie, Dr. Melvyn Stauffer, Peter 
Boyle 

Lto R (2nd Row):  Phil Coleman, Bob Ro-
kosh, Ron McKellar, Ron Honch 

Back Standing:  Jim Parres 
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Vintage Reunion 

By Cliff Herman 

 

The final count of Ore Gangue ‘Vintage Alumni Reunion’ attendees was 72, including spouses and 
the Alumni ‘reprobates’, a term of endearment used before this event by Dr. Mel Stauffer in 
reference to his many former students.  Attendees included….  

Andy & Harley Burnett Greg & Judy Cave 

Andy Kramchynski Hank & Judy (Rowan) Klassen 

Bill & Connie Petrie Jim & Audrey Parres – Shuniah, ON (later – Thunder Bay) 

Bill & Gloria Kaufmann – conflict caused a last minute  

cancellation 

John Smith-Jones  

Bob Rokosh Keith & Rhonda Bohlken – Leslieville, AB  

Cliff Herman & Pat Gray Mel Lomenda 

Dave & Bev Lambden  Monty Bowers – last minute unable to attend 

Dave & Cathy Ladoucer  Neil & Betty-Jo Thiessen 

Dave & Connie Barlow Neil & Gail Rutherford 

Dave Nordin Norm & Marcie Holton 

Donn Kraynick – Canora, SK  Norm Fischbuch – last minute unable to attend 

Doug & Sue Weston Peter & Esme Boyle 

Dr. Melvyn Stauffer & Sharon Stauffer – Saskatoon, SK Philip Coleman 

Dr. Norman Wardlaw & Carol Wardlaw – Calgary, AB Rick & Joanne Ippolito 

Ed Fogg Rod & Betty Spooner 

Foon Der Ron & Karen Honch 

Fred & Jamie Foster Ron & Nancy McKellar 

Garnett & Hazel Turcotte Sam Wing 

Garry Sutherland Sandy Crawford 

Gary Billingsley – last minute cancellation due to business 
in Saskatoon 

Tony & MaryLou Spooner – Flin Flon, MB  

Gary Selby Tracey Jungwirth 

Gerry Reinson Valary L. Schulz (nee Hogg) – Dallas, TX 

Gord & Bette Mueller Wayne & Diane Keedwell 

Gord Beach Wayne Pridham 

Grant & Ruth Streeton - Meskanaw, SK  
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Vintage Reunion 

By Cliff Herman 

 

Many additional alumni and faculty were contacted but unable to attend due to distance or 
inadequate notice.  Because no list had been available to work from, several names continued to 
trickle in from those already planning to come.  With apologies from Cliff, a few received as little as a 
few days’ notice.  However, an ensuing benefit resulted.  At least their contact info has been entered 
subsequently into a general contacts list of Ore Gangue alumni for future important Ore Gangue 
Alumni events. 

 

Nick’s Steakhouse is usually a Calgary Stampeder haunt.  However this day it was consumed by a 
sizeable crowd of a mixture of the converted but many remaining and unwavering lifetime Rider 
fans.  Of those attending the Reunion, physical separation among friends had been up to 45 years.  
But it became quickly apparent Ore Gangue friendships are often time enduring.  The afternoon was 
filled with limitless stories of Ore Gangue past, stories of interesting careers and family, and a tithe 
of pseudo-politics of old and new.   

 

Posters by Norm Holton, Greg Cave and others were put on display along with interesting 
memorabilia.  For example, a permanently ‘borrowed’ chair carrying quite the legacy (provided by 
Greg) as an artifact from the Sutherland Bar, had been ‘necessary’ for furnishing the old Ore 
Gangue coffee room in 1971.  At the Reunion this chair was host to many posteriors seated for a 
picture in memory of an event where the Ore Gangue made an acquisition from its greatest ‘off-
campus clubhouse’, the Sutherland Bar.  Stories of this memorable chair and the former owner’s 
establishment, of Zortman antics, of various Ore Gangue on-campus activities, and of intramural 
competitions and sports - collectively brought back a good number of memories, frowns and 
laughter!  It was enjoyable to see how the time had passed but memories and friendships clearly 
remained sharp.  A good day of complimentary chatter was most everywhere, causing sufficient 
background noise to make it necessary for the repetition of stories, essential for the audible 
comprehension of listeners.  Such is a sign of times for us tone-deaf Vintage crowd!  Certain 
laggards carried on in old Ore Gangue fashion into smaller groups, some pre-organized and some 
not, with afternoon camaraderie extending into the evening elsewhere.   

 

“So, when’s the next one??” were the closing remarks of many.  This expression of interest has 
become one of several good reasons for a subsequent plan, now in the formative stage of this 
writing, to host a commemorative Ore Gangue 85th Anniversary Reunion that includes all Ore 
Gangue alumni, current members, retired and existing faculty and spouses.  The ‘85th Anniversary 
Reunion’ will be hosted in Saskatoon, May 2-5, 2019.  It would be rewarding to all who attended the 
‘Vintage Reunion’ to think it may have provided some impetus that will benefit the Ore Gangue 
membership at large as a consequence of the planned Reunion in Saskatoon. 

 

Cliff Herman – BSc Geol, ‘73 

Calgary, AB 

(Completed May 7, 2018) 
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L to R (Front Row):  Andy Burnett, 
Garnet Turcotte, Neil Thiessen, Peter 
Boyle 

L to R (2nd Row):  Phil Coleman, Ed Fogg, 
Norm Holton, Dr. Mel Stauffer, Donn 
Kraynick 

L to R (3rd Row):  Sharon Stauffer 
(seated), Carol Wardlaw, Gerry Reinson, 
Doug Weston, Fred Foster, Dave 
Barlow, Rod Spooner 

L to R (Very Back Row):  Judy Cave, Bev 
Lambden, Gord Beach, Val Schulz 

L to R (Zig - Front Row):  Dave 
Nordin, ??, John Smith-Jones, Tony 
Spooner, Gord Mueller, Gary Selby, 
Dave Ladoucer (behind Cliff), Cliff 
Herman (green), Ed Fogg, Jim 
Parres, Dave Barlow, Dave 
Lambden, Dr. Mel Stauffer, Sandy 
Crawford, Foon Der, Garnet Turcotte 

L to R (Zag – Back Row):  Phil 
Coleman talking to Greg Cave 
(back), Sue Weston, Bev Lambden, 
Doug Weston (behind Bev), Bob 
Rokosh, Andy Burnett, Grant 
Streeton, Gord Beach (glasses, far 
right) 

Standing Back:  Greg Cave 

L to R (Zig - Front Row): Dr. Mel 
Stauffer, Foon Der, Garnet Turcotte, 
Neil Rutherford, Neil Thiessen, Norm 
Holton, Mel Lomenda, Peter Boyle, 
Esme Boyle, Donn Kraynick 

L to R (Zag – 2nd Row):  Andy Burnett, 
Dave Lambden, Grant Streeton, Sandy 
Crawford, Gord Beach, Fred Foster, Dr. 
Norm Wardlaw, Ron McKellar, Bill 
Petrie, Hank Klassen, Keith Bohlken, 
Rod Spooner, Garry Sutherland, Ron 
Honch 
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L to R:  Ron McKellar, Jim Parres, Cliff Herman  

 

 

Bottom Right: The infamous Sutherland Bar chair 
– ‘borrowed’ Circa 1971 

 

Bottom Left: Don Kraynick, Jim Parres 

L to R:  Valary Schulz (nee: Hogg), Neil Ruther-
ford, Dr. Mel Stauffer, John Smith-Jones, Mel 

Lomenda 
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Alumni Golf Tournament 
By Dave Barlow 

 
Well, here's what I remember, apparently we started in 2000 when a group of about a dozen Ore 
Ganguers got  together for an informal round of golf at Wintergreen Golf Course in Bragg Creek. 
Enjoying the day, the kibbitzing and overall great time we decided to do it again on a wider scale, 
inviting an Ore Gangue current and Alumni to join in. The rest is history. The original group was 
myself, Ron Mckellar, Sam Wing, Gary Sutherland, if I remember right. Originally we held the first 
few tourny's at Wintergreen and realizing the travel aspect we then moved to Lynx Ridge Course 
and then to Shaw-Nee Slopes. I think we've been at Silverwing now for about 5 years? The 
evolution of the thing included the various charity contributions and strong base of sponsorship and 
of course the continued good times, less emphasis on quality golf and more on good times.  

Top: The first Annual Ore Gangue Tournament: Ray 
Robertson,  Tracey Jungwirth, Althea Riddy and 
Dave Barlow.  

Bottom: For many years Tamara Toon from Core 
Labs helped us by taking the golf group pictures.  
Rick & Meredith Merkal,  Brad Wright and Joey 
Wright.  
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Every year Mulligans are 
sold to raise money for The 
Michael D. Welch Memorial 
prize. Details  on the origin 
of this Prize are found 
under: Awards   
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Reunion Events 

Alumni Golf Tournament 

 
Ore Gangue registrants were 
give hats sponsored for several 
years by Ivan Bishko of 
Compara Energy Services, a 
geophysical contract firm.  Ivan  
graduated from U of S in 1956. 
Kinetix sponsored the 2009 hats.   

 

Are we missing any hats? Send 
the pictures to us! 
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Alumni Golf Tournament 

 

Golf Towels, Golf Balls and Weatherford Spice have also been part of the registration in the early 
years.   

Reunion Events 

Gord Lee, Kelly Skuce, 
Jamie Kowal and Dave 

Bilenduke trying to stay dry 
at the beverage hole. 2015. 
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Alumni Golf Tournament 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Golf Trophy – While working at Burlington, Tracey Jungwirth discovered they were going to trash 
this beautiful Crystal Ball golf trophy. She removed it from the trash can and repurposed it to be 
used for the Alumni Golf tournament. While a committee member, she transferred it to and from 
each tournament. Unfortunately, it broke during one such transfer, so she had to replace the crystal 
ball with the black cup, as it is now seen.  

Reunion Events 

Year Low Gross tied Low Gross Low Net 

2000 Wayne Laturnas   Corey Hooge 

  Darrel Zacharias   Terry Eichenger 

  Rod Strate   Allan Melnychuk 

  Graham Rosso   Tracey Zimmerman 

2001 Tim Bashforth   Ken Moore 

  Kevin McHarg   Gary Metherel 

  Wayne Hanson   Al Rallison 

  Dale Hardcastle   Vic Noble 

2002 Tim Bashforth   Steve Ewaskiw 

  Kevin McHarg   Martin Bradford 

  Wayne Hanson   Dave Lambden 

  Dale Hardcastle   Ed Fogg 

2003 Cliff Herman   Brad Wright 

  Norm Holton   Shelley Wright 

  Gord Beach   Rick Merkel 

  Wayne Pridham   Meredith Merkel 

2004 Wayne Laturnas   Aldean Riddy 

  Joe Dziadyk   Katy Ma 

  Rod Strate   Laurine Behmer 

  Graham Rosso   Joyce Kennedy 

2005 Brent Lacey   Laurel Swerden 

  Jeff Boissioneault   Tracey Jungwirth 

  Barry Mazurkewich   Michele Innes 

  Mark Mckean   Angie Simpson 

2006 Gerry Nyberg   Don Zver 

  Scott Fawcett   Jim Look 

  Ross Maylor   Curtis Kramchynski 

  Kevin Lounsbury   Becky Jenner 

2007 Tim Bashforth   Martin Bradford 

  Kevin McHarg   Gary Shaner 

  Wayne Hanson   David McHarg 

  Dale Hardcastle   Curtis Kramchynski 

2008 Gary Shaner   Steve Foster 

  Curtis Kramchynski   Wayne Gaskin 

  Martin Bradford   Trevor Baker 

  Dave McHarg   Lindsay Moeller 

2009 Tim Bashforth   James Olesko 

  Kevin McHarg   Brett Abernethy 

  Wayne Hanson   Wade Zaluski 

  Dale Hardcastle   Terry Mccallum 

Top: Tamara Toon and Gord Beach - 
with the Crystal ball trophy.  

Bottom: Replacement cup.  
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Alumni Golf Tournament 

 

Low Gross winners are on the flag. 

Low Net winners are on the trophy.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Note: The tournament is called the "Mashers" as a word 
play on the "Masters" tournament. 

From 1978-83 there was individual competition, so no 
teams.  There was a handicapping system to determine the 
winners.  There were no tournaments between 1983-2000 

Reunion Events 

Year Low Gross tied Low Gross Low Net 

2010 Gary Shaner Wayne Laturnas Charles Brehon 

  Curtis Kramchynski Graham Rosso Riona Freeman 

  Martin Bradford Rod Strate Angie Simpson 

  Dave McHarg Darryl Zacharias   

2011 Wayne Laturnas   * ID needed 

  Jolene Wood   * ID needed 

  Rod Strate   * ID needed 

  Darryl Zacharias   * ID needed 

2012 Tim Bergen   Brian Ard 

  Greg Anderson   Dave McHarg 

  Chad Glemser   Curtis Kramchynski 

  Bill Hlynski   Gary Shaner 

2013 Greg Anderson   Dave Nordin 

  Tim Bergen   Rick Sereda 

  Mike Schmidt   Norm Hopkins 

      Jim Noval 

2014 Eric Wong   Dave Barlow 

  Rick Merkel   Andy Burnett 

  Brad Wright   Ray Robertson 

  Meredith Merkel   Doug Weston 

2015 Eric Wong   Dave McHarg 

  Monty Bowers   Dale Hardcastle 

  Brad Wright   Wayne Henson 

  Andy Kramchynski   Randy Debolt 

2016 Wayne Pridham Corey Hooge John Gorman 

  Gord Beach Wayne Gaskin Darin Wright 

  Cliff Herman Robin Regehr Brian Szatkowski 

  Norm Holton Foon Der Kevin Keenan 

2017  Dave Barlow    Kelly Skuce 

   Doug Weston    Jamie Kowal 

   Ray Roberston    Robyn Reghr 

  Andy Burnett     Nolan Gustafson 

2018 Dale Hardcastle    Dave Nordin  

   Wayne Hanson    Norm Hopkins 

   Kevin McHarg   Rick Sereda  

   Terry Morrison    Barry Larson 

2019       

        

        

        

Barry Mazurkewich, Jeff Boissoineault, 

Mark McKeen, Brent Lacey with the Flag 
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Reunion Events 

Alumni Christmas Parties 
By Dave Nordin 

 

The Ore Gangue Christmas Social, aka the "Beer Bash", was 
started by Dave Nordin and Curtis Evert in 1985, the year I 
first settled into a full time job in Calgary. Curtis, who is now 
my brother-in-law, thought it would be a great idea to have a 
party and invite the folks we knew from the U of S. The idea 
was just to get together and re-connect with folks. Both Curtis 
and I had worked in minerals after graduation, so had sort of 
lost track of people. The first annual was held in the 
downstairs Legion on 8th Avenue between 5th and 6th St SW, 
beneath where Escoba Restaurant now resides. We had 
about 50 people come out and there was enthusiasm to 
repeat the following year. Keep in mind this was before email. 
It's hard to even recall how we got the word out for the first 
couple of years. Phone? Smoke signals? In any case, it was 
clear to us that there was tremendous value in the opportunity 
for alumni to stay in touch. Each event features the requisite 
exchange of business cards in our ever changing industry . In 
the early years, we didn't have sponsors who donated toward 
appetizers, etc., so invariably the last event of the night was a 
trip to Chinatown for some much needed sustenance. I seem 

to recall more than one instance with a particularly enthusiastic group of revelers, not to name 
names but Lachlan Macleod, Rick Merkel, Brad Wright, Ron Lambie, et al were the main 
participants as I recall. After a few years the event outgrew the "back room" at the downstairs legion 
and we moved to the larger Legion on 7th Avenue, just east of Center Street. Much larger and 
brighter, with pool tables for those who chose to participate. By this time we had started to attract a 
broader range of graduation years. I remember having a great conversation with George Macleod, 
who had just agreed to join the Board of Directors at Crestar where I was now working. He said he 
"Needed another director's position like he needed another rectum" but had decided to join 
anyway...... 

  

I'm not sure what year we involved the university but at some point we began receiving addressed 
envelopes from them. They maintain a database of geology, geophysics and  geological and 
geophysical engineering alumni living in or around Calgary. They would send out a box of envelopes 
and we would draft some volunteers to spend a lunch hour stuffing them with that year's poster, then 
licking stamps. Yes, we used to have to lick stamps...envelope flaps, too.... 
        

The event was growing in popularity and with the growing number of women attending, it was 
suggested we move to a venue more conducive to both sexes. That area of town was pretty dodgy 
and some of the female Ore Ganguers were uncomfortable leaving after dark. For the 10th Annual, 
we moved to Nathan's restaurant on 6th Ave, just east of 5th St SW. This represented a watershed 
year for the event as it was the first year we asked for sponsorship. Our sponsors donated cash 
which we then used to pay for appetizers. In return, their logos, etc. were displayed on the posters 
we sent out and  put up at the event. We have had several long term sponsors whose generosity 
has made the event as successful as it is. I'd like to thank all our sponsors for their contributions 
over the years: Darren Olson, Allan Melnychuk, Laurie Ross, Kent Milani, Bevan Bailey to name a 
few. About this time, the department began to get involved and sent representatives to participate.  
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       Alumni Christmas Parties 
By Dave Nordin 

 

At some point (15 years maybe?), Nathan's began to get 
difficult to deal with and a new venue was needed. We spent 
one year at the Bow Valley Square Pied Pickle, prior to moving 
to Malcolm's. Malcolm's was a great venue - a separate area 
devoted to the Ore Gangue, great service and food. We tried 
to keep track of how many alumni attended and came up with 
200-250 in those days.  The communication of the event is so 
much easier today. Email addresses, websites (Thanks 
Angie!), etc. mean it's not nearly as difficult to get the word out. 
We stayed at Malcolm's until they were due to close in 2013 at 
which point the search began for a new location. The criteria 
used are pretty simple. Downtown, so people can drop by right 
after work. Informal (i.e. "cost effective"). Separate area - if 
we're supplying food, we don't want the general public to 
wander in and graze. We moved to the Garage in Eau Claire 
for the 2013 party. It's not perfect but the choices are 
becoming limited. 

  

2014 was the 30th anniversary. Dr. Caldwell, former 
department head (now Living in London, ON), attended and entertained a constant stream of well-
wishers.  Tracey Jungwirth had mugs and golf shirts made up which are a great souvenir. There 
were many worn at this year's golf tournament! Now in the capable hands of Sam Spooner, I trust 
the event will carry on for another 30 years.....Thank you to all those who have supported and 
attended over the years. The relationships it helped me build and maintain have been instrumental 
in my career ....Dave  

The 2017 Christmas Party at the new location of the Pig and Duke.  
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History of the New Geology Building 
By Nancy McKellar 

When the new geology building opened 

on September 19, 1986 on the campus 

of the University of Saskatchewan in 

Saskatoon, it was the culmination of over 

25 years of requests, pleading, cajoling 

and plain hard work on the part of the 

Geology Department. The department 

was established in 1927(1) and up until 

the completion of the new building, had 

been located in the East Wing of the 

Engineering Building built in 1929.  

Geology labs, classrooms, library and 

offices were along the first-floor corridor 

of the wing, with the storeroom/Ore 

Gangue coffee room located in the 

basement. 

The Geology Department “digs” were hardly palatial.  The first submission by the department for 

additional space was in 1957 when there were 5 faculty members and 5 graduate students.  That 

request, and subsequent annual pleas, fell on deaf ears for the next 20 years.  By 1977, the 

Department had grown to 14 faculty, 4 research associates, 2 adjunct professors, a senior 

laboratory demonstrator, a post doctoral fellow and approximately 30 graduate students.  An article 

in the ShadowFax in September 1977(2) noted severe overcrowding, with boxes stacked to the 

ceiling “almost everywhere”.  Graduate students were placed three to a very small room.  Silverfish 

had destroyed all the labels on samples in the sedimentology suite.  Vermin also infested the area, 

as evidenced by the smell of dead mice emanating from the walls.   

Geological Sciences Building 

From Photo Album #2 located in Department Heads office. 

From the Ore Gangue Scrapbook located in Archives. UASC, MG135_Box3_Scrapbook_p11. Circa 1938.  
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History of the New Geology Building 
By Nancy McKellar 

 
 

The coffee room or break room for members of the Ore 

Gangue was particularly dingy.  Located in the basement 

of the engineering building, it doubled as a storeroom with 

boxes of rocks and cores, some allegedly radioactive, 

piled at one end of the room.  The smell of cigarette 

smoke (back in the day), old, over-brewed coffee and the 

odours of various micro and macro-organisms rotting in 

samples stored in gunny sacks and boxes, along with a 

multitude of boxed, very old & yellowed paper files (a 

smorgasbord for the silverfish and families of rodents 

alike) ensured an odoriferous and less than healthy 

experience.  The room was filled in with cement in 1980 

as part of a stabilization project for the old Engineering 

Building. 

 

As mentioned above, the Geology Department started making submissions to the University for 

additional space in 1957.  At that time, the thinking on the part of the university was that geology 

should be part of the engineering department. Dr. Mawdsley, chairman of the department, 

recommended that the Geology Department be part of the College of Arts and Sciences instead and 

be housed in a separate building.  In May 1962, Dr. Edmunds decried the lack of space for geology 

and in 1965, the department was given space in the Old Wing of the Engineering building previously 

occupied by chemical engineering.  And there the department remained until the new building was 

finally realized.  In 1973, a memorandum from Dr. W.G.E. Caldwell, Head of the Department 

outlined the results of a space assessment completed by the department, all of which had been 

compiled by Dr. Braun (3).  In the memorandum, Dr. Caldwell describes taking these results and 

having a meeting with Mr. Harry Pollard, the “space man” in Vice President Haslam’s office.  

Although Dr. Caldwell had not received a reply from Mr. Pollard at the time of the writing of the 

memorandum, Buildings and Grounds had struck a “Geology Project Building Committee”, which 

would be approved at the next Board of Governors’ meeting. Dr. Caldwell nominated Professors 

Braun and Coleman to serve on that committee. 

The news surrounding a new building was still discouraging two years later in another memorandum 

from Dr. Caldwell in December 1975(4): “I know of no immediate plans to provide new or additional 

space for the department, and this problem remains the most serious one facing us.”  He had 

requested a meeting with the Vice President (Planning), but there was no commitment to that 

occurring. 

From the Archives. UASC, 
MG135_Box1_Photos_69-70_013 
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History of the New Geology Building 
By Nancy McKellar 

In August of 1976(5), Dr. Caldwell informed the faculty that he had unofficially been told that $50,000 

had been set aside in the 1975-76 budget for “Additional Space for Arts and Science (Geology)”, 

$200,000 for 1976-77, and $3.5 million over the next three years.  The $200,000 should have been 

enough to start planning for a building and construction could start with $800,000, but there was no 

guarantee that would happen.  At the same time that Dr. Caldwell ferreted out this optimistic news, 

the geophysical hut (Geology Annex) had been moved to the parking lot between the department 

and Rutherford Rink, disrupting both the work of the geophysicists and that of the 

micropaleontologists.  Dr. Caldwell suggested that “perhaps the new association will spawn a joint 

research investigation of seismic reflections from surfaces of Upper Devonian ostracod 

carapaces.” (5) Trailers were installed as a temporary solution to the department’s space problem.  In 

addition, the new location of the geophysical hut close to where steam hammers and pneumatic 

drills would be operating would make their work challenging, if not impossible.  Dr. Caldwell wrote 

that his questions to university officials on these matters were regarded by them as “purely 

rhetorical.” (5) 

An ongoing frustration on the part of those in the Geology Department advocating for a new building 

was the apparent attitude on the part of the “higher-ups” that geology was a minor science and that 

the university had higher priority ways to spend their money.  An article in ShadowFax(2) countered 

this assertion.  It noted that over 1200 high school students had toured the Geology Department in 

1975-76.  Academically, courses in the Geological Sciences were offered for science majors, non-

science majors, introductory engineers, geology majors, education majors and introductory biology. 

Finally, at that time, revenue from minerals was second only to agriculture revenue in 

Saskatchewan, giving credence to the idea that training in geology was a worthwhile endeavour. 

On September 13, 1978, Dr. Caldwell submitted a document to and appeared before the Executive 

of the Saskatchewan Universities Commission.  The document outlined the capital equipment 

requests of the department totalling $1.79 million (6).  Dr. Caldwell noted that “the University has 

never made a major capital investment in the Department of Geological Sciences” since its founding 

in 1927. Although this document does not directly address the idea of a new building, in listing 

equipment needed for the department to adequately address student needs as well as support the 

research of faculty, he notes that the current space occupied is not sufficient to house the requested 

equipment. 

Full ShadowFax article under Appendix B: Other Publications 

Geological Sciences Building 
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History of the New Geology Building 
By Nancy McKellar 

In Dr. Caldwell’s report to the faculty of the September 13th meeting and actions taken by the 

Department over the summer(7) contains mixed news, but to his credit, Dr. Caldwell chooses to 

interpret the overall tone as positive.  While there was no formal response from the Universities 

Commission on the request for a new building, the Executive Director of the Commission told Dr. 

Caldwell that “there was no question that action must be taken to provide adequate quarters for the 

department” and that the Commission “was now addressing the question of what was to be done”. 

As well, in the minutes of the September faculty meeting (7), there was a report on the diplomatic 

efforts to gather as much support for the new building as possible.  Dr. Kupsch, having been 

requested to act as the Department’s ambassador, spent many hours visiting and talking to 

government officials over the summer.  He made it as far as the Premier’s office (Premier Blakeney 

of the NDP government at that time).  It was stressed in this confidential memo that approaching the 

government was a sensitive matter and that all efforts should be coordinated through Drs. Kupsch or 

Caldwell.   

In the minutes of the faculty meeting of October 1978 (8), Dr. Caldwell reported attending yet 

another meeting of the Saskatchewan Universities Commission in mid-October, where he received 

the information that both the committee and the provincial government had recognized the need for 

new accommodation, and that they were considering “questions of 

policy” such as future growth of faculty, student enrollment, how 

geology ranked versus other departments and needs. 

The series of pictures have been included under 

Appendix F: Building Related 
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History of the New Geology Building 
By Nancy McKellar 

The archival record on the path to a new Geology Building goes silent from the end of 1978 until the 

summer of 1982.  There had been a provincial election in April of 1982, and the Conservative Party 

of Grant Devine defeated the NDP government of Allan Blakeney.  In August 1982, Associate 

Deputy Minister of Education, Dr. John Hurnard, rescinded an NDP order-in-council authorizing $19 

million for funding for the new building.  The Saskatchewan Universities Commission was once 

again asked by the new government to rank the new geology building against other projects for the 

campus, particularly the “mammoth agriculture college project (12).  In addition, the new government 

maintained that the building proposal did not fall within size and cost limits agreed to by the previous 

government.   They questioned the amount of student space relative to activities, displays, library 

and museum space and asked the commission to submit a revised proposal for the 1983-84 budget. 

This would delay start of construction by at least another year, assuming it was approved.  B. A. 

Holmlund, U of S vice-president of special projects, said any delay was concerning as the 

department was already hard-pressed for facilities, being “shoe-horned” into the Engineering 

building.  An additional concern was that although the new building would approximately double the 

current space, it was only designed to meet current needs and did not include capacity for future 

growth. 

Geological Sciences Building 

1979 Campus Map 
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History of the New Geology Building 
By Nancy McKellar 

One can easily imagine the dismay (anger? fury?) the cancellation of funding engendered in the 

Geology Department, particularly for Dr. Caldwell, who had been working on and promoting this 

project since 1973.  But he calmly and deliberately wrote two articles for the Star-Phoenix in which 

he refuted the government’s concerns one-by-one.  In the first of the two articles (13), Dr Caldwell 

goes through the dollar numbers and timing of the proposed construction of the new Geology 

Building.  The proposal that led to the order-in-council approved by the NDP government in 1981 

was originally submitted in 1977.  At that time, the spaces occupied by the geology department 

(parts of 3 buildings, an annex, four trailers) had been deemed “the worst in Canada” by several 

external review committees.  The plans at that time carried a cost of $19.25 million.  The 

government reduced that number to $17.75 million by cutting most of the equipment required for the 

building.  Not surprisingly, Dr. Caldwell considered this decision to be “unwise”.  However, ever the 

optimist, he thought that some of the equipment costs could be covered by requesting funding from 

external agencies.  The $17.75 million number was approved, subject to inflationary increases. 

When a construction index was applied in 1981, that figure became a projected $21.74 million at 

midpoint in construction.  Therefore, Dr. Caldwell wrote, to rescind the order-in-council based on a 

$19 million number is “unwarranted”.  (Is your head spinning yet?)   

Dr. Caldwell goes on in his article (13) to use other numbers to counter the Tory government’s 

decision to cancel the funds for a new building.  By adhering to strict government limits on allocation 

of space, the new building plans were designed to only accommodate 100 undergraduate students. 

The department had already exceeded that number in 1982, so that future expansion would be 

difficult and expensive.  In 1982, the Geology Department had more majors in its undergraduate 

program than the biology, chemistry, physics or any other science department.  Geology was 

restricting enrollment in its major program for the first time ever.  Finally, Dr. Caldwell reminds his 

readers of the rich natural resources present in Saskatchewan, both minerals and oil and gas, and  

Geological Sciences Building 

Full StarPhoenix articles under Appendix B: Other Publications 
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By Nancy McKellar 

their contribution to the provincial economy.  Resource income in Saskatchewan grew from $39.4 

million in 1972-72 to $787.6 million in 1980-81, a 20-fold increase. 

Dr. Caldwell’s second article in the Star-Phoenix (14) deals more with the lack of understanding 

around geology and the facilities necessary to provide quality training in this discipline on the part of 

the associate minister of education, and by extension, the government in general.  One of Dr. 

Hurnard’s most significant concerns was the lack of “student” space compared to that allocated for 

“research activities, displays, library and museums”.  He failed to understand that because the 

proposed geology building was to be connected to the biology, chemistry and physics buildings, 

classrooms already existing in these buildings could serve double duty for geology classrooms, thus 

saving space and money.  As well, because geology is a practical science, space for laboratories in 

which to have hands-on training is essential.  Many hours were spent formulating a plan that would 

most efficiently balance classroom and lab requirements.  Dr. Caldwell also clarified the so-called 

museum disparaged by Dr. Hurnard.  Far from being a rarely used, dust-covered exhibit, the 

centralization of teaching displays from individual labs once again saved space (and thus money). 

As well, having the displays in one location facilitated visits from several thousand students from 

surrounding schools during the year, without disrupting ongoing classes.  Towards the end of this 

article is when Dr. Caldwell comes closest to revealing to true depth of his feelings about the 

rescinding of the funding for the new building.  He writes, “And the kindest remark I can make about 

the implication that students would not use the departmental library……is to say that it is 

‘exceedingly unfortunate’.”  And his response to Dr. Hurnard’s musings that, “the public might well 

question whether the most pressing student needs on campus can best be met with a new 

geological sciences building” was an icy, “after years of deliberation, countless written submissions, 

reviews by impartial external bodies, and such like, the university and the commission did accord the 

geological sciences project the prime position in the priority list for new space”.  Amen!  

By December of 1982, the matter had still not been resolved.  Continuing Education Minister Gordon 

Currie said that the new building would be a top priority for the 1983-84 budget, but that it would sill 

have to be weighed against other proposed projects (15).  An editorial in the Star-Phoenix (16) came 

out in support of going ahead with the project, as well as condemning MLA Rick Folk for trying to 

place the blame for the delay on the previous NDP government.  

Funding was finally secured in the provincial budget of 1983 (17).  This money was to be used to 

complete planning and go to tender.  Further allocations for 1984-85 were to be used for actual 

construction which began early in 1984 (18).  In his 1985 report on the current status and future 

needs of the department for the Planning and Budget Committee (19), Dr. Caldwell credited the Ore 

Gangue as a “powerful force” in persuading the government to reinstate funding for the new geology 

building.  The building was designed by the architectural firm of Black McMillian and Larson of 

Regina. Located on the west side of the Thompson Biology building on the north side Bowl , it fused  

Geological Sciences Building 
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By Nancy McKellar 

the space between the biology and physics buildings and linked, via a walkway, with the chemistry 

building.  It has two and one-half stories with 8,543 square metres of space and is clad in greystone 

and Tyndal limestone.  It was designed to accommodate approximately 20 faculty and visiting 

scientists, a dozen research associates and post-doctoral fellows, 30 graduate students and 100 

four-year undergraduate students in geology and geophysics.  Facilities are grouped by specialty, 

with engineering geology and geophysics on the first floor, minerology, petrology and geochemistry 

on the second floor, and paleontology, sedimentology and stratigraphy on the third floor.  Office 

space for faculty and graduate students follows these designations.  The geology library was 

merged with the physics library on the ground floor of the new building.  The Museum of Natural 

Sciences occupies the atrium at the main entrance to the new building and entrance from the 

biology building (21).   

The final cost of construction was $18.75 million (18 and 21).  This did not include money for 

equipping the building.  Those funds were raised separately through an $1.8 million National Fund-

Raising Drive, with significant contributions from Ore Gangue alumni, either personally or 

professionally.  In addition, equipment was donated through provincial government agencies, 

granting agencies such as the Natural Sciences and Engineering Research Council of Canada and 

the Canadian Geological Foundation, and the University of Saskatchewan.  All told, the value of 

equipment in the building and the Natural Sciences Museum was $2.35 million (21). 

The new Geology Building was officially opened by the Honourable F.W. Johnson, Q.C. Lieutenant 

Governor of Saskatchewan on the weekend of September 19-21, 1986.  This was also the 60th 

anniversary of teaching geology at the University of Saskatchewan and a reunion for geology alumni 

(18). The department began to occupy the space in May 1986.  The research collections would not 

be moved in until 1987 (22).  The final bits of the building were not completed until 1988 (1).  The 

last word goes to Dr. Caldwell: “the new building has been accepted with delight and pleasure by all 

members of the department who are deeply grateful to all who helped bring it to reality.” (22) 

Geological Sciences Building 

From Photo Album #1 located in 
the Department Heads office. 

649 May 2019



  

 

History of the New Geology Building 
Sources 

 
 

(1)  History of the New Geology Building, University of Saskatchewan website. 

(2) Shadowfax, publication of the Students Arts & Science Society, University of Saskatchewan, 
September 29, 1977. 

(3) MEMORANDUM To: All members of the Department of Geological Sciences, December 21, 
1973 

(4) MEMORANDUM To: All members of the Department of Geological Sciences, December 9, 1975 

(5) Confidential Memo To: All members of the Department of Geological Sciences, August 27, 1976 

(6) Capital Equipment, September 13, 1978 

(7) MEMORANDUM To: All members of the Department of Geological Sciences, September 15, 
1978 

(8) Confidential Minutes of the Department of Geological Sciences, October 16, 1978 
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(16) Editorial: Geology building valid priority. Star-Phoenix, Saturday, December 11, 1982 

(17) Personal letter from Dr. W. G. E. Caldwell to Dr. M. J. Keen, Director, Atlantic Geoscience Cen-
tre, Bedford Institute of Oceanography, April 19, 1983. 
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(19) Department of Geological Sciences Report.  Dr. W. G. E. Caldwell, 1985. 
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well, 1985. 

(21) The New Geology Building at the University of Saskatchewan.  Dr. Caldwell’s speech at the 
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(22) Annual Report-Department of Geological Sciences.  Dr. W. G. E Caldwell, 1986. 

(23) Personal communication from Cliff Herman, February 9, 2017. 
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Geology Building Stories 

From Allan Willey: 

“One thing missed in the story about Dr. Caldwell’s efforts to get a new geology building was 
something which happened when I returned to the U of S for the 1975-76 year to participate in the 
new postgraduate diploma in geological sciences program. This program treated all candidates, 
well just John Pearson and I in that period, as graduate students and by taking 5 geoscience 
classes (at least 4 being grad classes) and obtaining a 70% or greater average would entitle the 
candidate to enter a Master’s program in geoscience. During this term, Dr. Caldwell had a tour of 
the geology department scheduled with the University administration to show the primitive and 
“crowded” conditions in the department. John and I were actually sharing an outer office of 
Bhaskar Pandit located in the rock mechanics lab at the north end of the geology department. The 
regular Masters and Ph.D students had offices at the south end of the department mostly one to a 
small office. Dr. Caldwell asked John and I, and perhaps other non-graduate students, each to join 
one of these graduate students just for the duration of the administrative tour. I remember Dr. 
Caldwell popping in with a couple high ranking administrators showing how crowded we were with 
two grad students having to share such a small space. I cannot remember questions, if any, asked 
of us but they may have gone something like: admin “Do you find it difficult to share such a small 
space?” Me “Well, it’s bigger than a tent but it is sort of crowded in here.” Dr. Caldwell used ALL of 
his skills to make that new building a reality and I am sure many students and professors following 
us appreciated his efforts. 

I was there at the opening in 1986 and was really impressed with such a modern fancy building. I 
was especially impressed with the mineralogy and petrology lab which had computer screens on 
the tables for each student which would display petrographic slides manipulated and described by 
the lab instructor. Now today this is a rather archaic technology but to a student of the old 
technology, well, I was very captivated with it. Back in ye olden days, early 1970’s and earlier, we 
sat at our individual petrographic microscopes and looked at the rock thin sections provided us by 
the professor, in my case Dr. Fred Langford, and his lab helper, Larry Jensen in my case. To 
obtain help the instructor had to be asked a question by the student regarding the thin section then 
take a peek at it, hopefully not bumping the feature of inquiry out of the field of vision, and then the 
student had look again and this may have to be repeated several times. And, of course, this was 
individual instruction and probably very often the instructor had to help out with the same question 
with several other students. Well, along came John Randall, an M.Sc. graduate from New Mexico, 
who with his wife had been employed in Mexico for several years and was now seeking a PhD in 
geological science at the U of S. Somehow, John had discovered an ancient piece of equipment (in 
the lockers of Dr. Coleman or Dr. Langford? Purchased in the 1950’s?) which would actually 
project a thin section on a screen and would show crossed polarization interference colors but not 
interference figures as it did not have a Bertrand lense. This really “modernized” the 1971 
petrography lab instruction as we could all see the slide at once as projected on a slide projector 
screen of the day and all take part together in discussion of the features of the thin section and 
problem areas. Well, today this device and even the 1986 individual computer screen viewing must 
look very primitive indeed! However, that old device served its purpose in 1971 and helped we old 
dogs learn our petrography.” 

Geological Sciences Building 

654 May 2019



Geology Building Stories 

Geological Sciences Building 

655 May 2019



Various Lounge Pictures 

Geological Sciences Building 

1939-1940 Ore Gangue Lounge. L to R: Beard, Clare, Douglas,  Pully,  Robinson, Hill, Baillie, Taylor, 
Chachula, LaBerge, Ladd. From Scrapbook at Archives. UASC, MG135_Box3_Scrapbook_p13B 

The O.G. Coffee Room!!  Grant Streeton, Marilyn 
Truscott, Salem Sangameshwar , Jeanne Horne 
and Larry Jensen (standing). Picture from the 
University Archives.  UASC, 
MG135_Box1_Photos_69-70_014 

Looking for more  pictures  from old building. For 

example: photo of the Ore Gangue coffee room in 

the engineering building after Garnett Turcotte 

finished painting the Ore Gangue crest on the 

stairwell wall  or other such interesting photos. 
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Various Lounge Pictures 

 

 

 

Geological Sciences Building 

Lounge, post-basement, still in Engineering Building, and pre-new building circa 1984. Picture from 
Carey Galeschuk. 

Ore Gangue Lounge 2016-2017. Photos from Ore Gangue Social Media sites.  
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Various Classroom Pictures 

Geological Sciences Building 

Photo identification from various alumni: Classroom or Lab – Rock and Dinosaur bones display.  

Front centre is John Knight, immediately behind John is Philip Coleman, behind him is Richard 

Ippolito, and to his right/across the aisle is Dale Matthews (passed away at < 45 YOA in Texas). 

Behind Rick Ippolito is Don Sawyer; to his right Wayne Dybvig, far left at back is Gord?? Phillips.  

Front row, John (‘Midnight’) Knight; to his right (or left as viewing pic) is Bob Davis.  Second row, 

Phil Coleman.  Third row, in front of Wayne Dybvig is Dale Matthews. From University Archives, 

UASC, MG135_Box1_Photos_69-70_005.  

Left Photo: Valary Hogg in Mineralogy Lab?   Ray Robertson (‘Hanger’) comparing mouth sizes with the 
display T-Rex.  From University Archives, UASC, MG135_Box1_Photos_69-70_029 and 022. 
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Various Classroom Pictures 

Geological Sciences Building 

L-R:  Gerry Reinson, Dick Bennett, Judy Rowan,

&  maybe Wayne Fillo. From University

Archives, UASC, MG135_Box1_Photos_69-

70_008L

Three guys logging core samples - Donn 

Kraynick, Jim Reynolds and Rod Spooner. From 

University Archives, UASC, 

MG135_Box1_Photos_69-70_025 

4 male students in Mineralogy/Petrology Lab?  

On left, Rick Bennett. From University Archives, 

UASC, MG135_Box1_Photos_69-70_026 

George Burwasser & Ruth Ross. From 

University Archives, UASC, 

MG135_Box1_Photos_69-70_026 
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From The Concentrates, 1984-1985. 
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2001-2002: ??, Paula Brandt, Marilyn Clark, Kristen Fiolleau 

Various Classroom Pictures 

2007. Photos from Dr. Brian Pratt. 

Geological Sciences Building 

From Allan Willy: 

“ Did anyone tell the story of the Geology Department classrooms in the late 1960’s into the 
1970’s.  Specifically, how the University of Saskatchewan’s Student Newspaper The Sheaf aided 
many geology students in the early fall. Big clunky wooden tables were used in most classrooms 
as we geology students banged rocks on the desks so something old and solid and not fancy was 
required.  However, building maintenance, about a week before classes began, painted the tops 
of those desks with a heavy black enamel paint.  By the time we started classes the desk tops 
were still not quite dry and were sticky. Well, most of what was in the Sheaf wasn’t all that 
interesting, but the paper was readily available in the lobby of the Engineering Building and made 
an excellent placemat to prevent our books and arms from sticking to the desk! “ 
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Building Bits 
By Brian Pratt 

. 

Geological Sciences Building 

As part of the visionary thinking during the planning stages for the Geology Building, money was set aside 
to buy a series of replicas of iconic dinosaurs and fossil mammals and devise the best way to display them. 
Our museum space is perhaps the only one in which these valuable skeletons are not behind a fence or 
glass partition. The mosasaur was a more recent addition, installed with fanfare in 2010. They are a huge 
draw for the university community and visitors alike.  
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Building Bits 
By Brian Pratt 

. 

Geological Sciences Building 

It was masterful and insightful planning that when the Geology Building was conceived the department 
managed to allocate substantial funding for professional-quality exhibits, displays and wall-mounted 
images. Although these are three decades old, they have stood the test of time very well, and are still a 
great teaching resource, not to mention a big draw for casual visitors. They have been added to a little 
over the years, most recently one on meteorites put together by Prof. Mel Stauffer.  
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By Brian Pratt 

. 

 

Geological Sciences Building 

The third floor of the Geology Building contains 
some fascinating artwork. Along the corridor is a 
collection of reproductions of the famous 
paintings by the Czech natural history artist 
Zdeněk Burian. He did these in the 1930s. Profs. 
Glen Caldwell and Willi Braun obtained the 
reproductions at the 1968 International 
Geological Congress in Prague, which was 
interrupted by the Soviet invasion. 

The three water colours on the wall of the 
balcony are by the well known Calgary artist 
Sylvia Boehrnsen and depict views at Sentinel 
Pass near Lake Louise. The exposed rock consists 
of lower Cambrian sandstones of the Gog Group. 
Prof. Willi Braun arranged for them to be 
purchased. 

The conference room, room 306, houses 
hardbound copies of all MSc and PhD theses 
written in the department since 1950 until 2012 
when thesis submission went entirely digital. This 
records the bulk of the science carried out in the 
department. While this cabinet may look like a 
repository of long-forgotten research, that is not 
so, if the worn nature of many of the volumes is 
any indication. Rather a lot of graduate student 
research does not get published for one reason 
or another, or sometimes one has to look up the 
primary data. The library is slowly digitizing their 
thesis collection.   
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By Brian Pratt 

. 

Geological Sciences Building 

This seemingly nondescript wall of black 
bituminous shale on the second floor is from 
southern Germany, and is called the 
Posidonienschiefer, of Early Jurassic age. The 
unit is famous for yielding complete skeletons 
of marine vertebrates, including ichthyosaurs 
and plesiosaurs, and a number of reproductions 
hang in the corridors. The name derives from 
the abundant bivalve shells which show up as 
olive-coloured patches when viewed at the 
right angle. The quarries are located in 
Professor Willi Braun's home area. The 
discoloured patches are from where 
generations of students have leaned and sat 
against the wall waiting to get into the 
classrooms, and their jackets reacted with the 
protective lacquer.  

During construction of the Geology Building, 
head of department Glen Caldwell went to the 
Gillis Quarry in Garson, just north of Winnipeg, 
Manitoba, and selected instructive fossiliferous 
slabs out of the pile of discarded rock. He had 
them shipped back to Saskatoon where they 
were polished and then mounted on the wall 
with the brass memorial plaque to the fallen in 
World War II. This spectacular wall is not only a 
thing of beauty but has served as a superlative 
teaching resource ever since.  

Note: For more information on the Memorial 
Plaque see Section Ore Gangue WWII 
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By Brian Pratt 

. 

Geological Sciences Building 

Our conference room on the third floor contains a 
1759 German engraving that I think Prof. Walter 
Kupsch obtained. It illustrates the 1755 earthquake 
in Lisbon. This was a momentous geological and 
cultural/religious/philosophical event and I talk 
about it in my teaching every year. The upper two-
thirds depicts bustling Lisbon before the event. The 
lower part was prepared from eyewitness accounts 
of the disaster including the tsunami that swept into 
the harbour. I use this image when I give 
presentations on earthquakes and deformation. Few 
realize how pivotal the earthquake was in the 
development of western thinking.  

Grad photo montages from the building. 
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Building Bits 
By Brian Pratt 

. 

Geological Sciences Building 

Some faculty like to showcase their 
research by tacking up copies of recent 
articles they and their students have 
published. Several groups do that in 
the department. Profs. Buatois, 
Mángano and Pratt came up with a 
unofficial research centre called 
CRISPS. Formally named research 
centres of course have to be approved 
by Administration as reflecting priority 
theme areas.  

The basement corridor houses Brian 
Pratt’s collection of one-foot square 
dimension stone tiles, initially mounted 
in the early 1990s. On display are only 
limestones, a huge variety from many 
parts of the world, from Canada, 
Portugal, Germany, Italy, Israel, China 
and more. Fossils and facies galore, a 
good resource if you were planning a 
new bathroom or fireplace.   
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Building Bits 
By Brian Pratt 

. 

Geological Sciences Building 

Room 70 in the basement of the Geology 
Building contains movable shelving units 
in which are stored teaching samples, 
research material, reference collections 
and mineral specimens. In a way it is kind 
of a treasure trove and you could lose 
yourself for hours poking around finding 
amazing specimens, many collected 
decades ago.  

Deep in the bowels of the Geology 
Building is a room that few see. 
Sometimes called ‘dead storage’, a quiet 
place for rocks, cores, water samples, old 
furniture, broken lab hardware, antique 
computers, old files, obsolete maps, 
museum plans, and long-ago graduate 
thesis samples archived for posterity. 
Geologists are famous for collecting a lot 
of stuff but being unable to throw 
anything out. This is not to say all of this 
is junk, as safe storage is always needed 
for important material.  Note: this room 
is where we found a lot of valuable 
documents used in this 85th 
Concentrates document. See Data 
Collection section for more details.  
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History of the Natural Sciences Museum 

By Nancy McKellar 

The Natural Sciences Museum may be found in the atrium of the Geology Building and the adjacent 

fusion space connecting that building to the Biology Building.  Its existence is due largely to the 

untiring efforts of Dr. Braun, along with many others.  The idea for the museum space in the new 

building was originally conceived to centrally locate many of the larger geological exhibits.  This 

served two purposes: it saved space (and money!) in the design of the building and allowed the 

several thousand students per year from the surrounding schools to tour the facility without 

disrupting classes.  These were important points in the selling of the necessity of a new building to 

the university administration and government funders. 

In his excellent article on the history of campus museums at the University of Saskatchewan (1), 

John Dubets recounts the history of museums at U of S dating back to 1910.  Interest, size and 

funding waxed and waned through the years.  The impetus for the current museum was the 

University Museum Committee, which existed from 1964-1981.  The committee originally promoted 

the idea of a central university museum.  However, when there was little support from the university, 

the committee turned to encouraging individual faculties to create their own displays.  The Geology 

and Biology departments responded the most enthusiastically, thus planting the seeds for the 

Museum of Natural Sciences on the campus today (1). 

Geological Sciences Building 

Natural Sciences Museum today. Photo from Dr. Erica Bird. 
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History of the Natural Sciences Museum 

By Nancy McKellar 

The Geology Department already had a sizable quantity of material for display before the new 

building was even approved.  These could be found in the back of classrooms, along hallways, 

wherever they could be jammed in.  Amongst the fossils were models of Stegosaurus, Triceratops 

and Eryops, along with petrified wood from Cypress Hills.  Minerals, rock type samples and fossils 

were displayed in the introductory geology lab.  A number of professors in the department were 

responsible for acquiring and displaying a wide variety of material.  Dr. Braun used his world travels 

and connections to bring in the dinosaur models, fossil horses and numerous other paleontological 

displays. Dr. Coleman designed and continually updated the mineral displays.  Not to be left out, Dr. 

Genzwill created a display of early geophysical instruments and a window through which a working 

seismometer could be observed.   

Geological Sciences Building 

Classroom displays before new museum. Pictures from Carey Galeschuk. 
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History of the Natural Sciences Museum 

By Nancy McKellar 

Luckily, when the new building was finally approved, display space was in the design allocation 

formula.  For reasons unknown, the university had decided that there could be no “museum” space, 

so the architects cleverly got around that by calling an area of the main floor the ERDA or Earth 

Resources Demonstration Area.  The 3-story high “fusion” area between the Geology and Biology 

Buildings was also designed to accommodate displays from both departments. 

Now that there was space for geological displays in the new building, the question of how to fund 

them became paramount.  The university funding formula allowed for $200,000 for art in the new 

building.  This was diverted to the display fund.  As well, $50,000 was allocated for the ERDA.  An 

additional $100,000 from the $1.8 million raised to equip the new building through the National Fund

-Raising Drive was given by the department.  Dr. Braun, who spearheaded many of these

fundraising efforts, was able to obtain a Tyrannosaurus Rex skeleton from the Museum of Natural

History in New York for $80,000.  This money also came from the equipment fund since he had

used so little of his allotment for paleontological equipment.  Finally, with help from Gordon Smith of

the Physical Plant Department, the university president was convinced to contribute $50,000 and the

Provincial Minister of Sport, Culture and Youth agreed to fund the Museum of Natural Sciences in

the amount of $250,000.  The next two years were spent planning the displays.  Although display

consultant, David Jenson of Vancouver, was hired, it was Dr. Braun who had the vision.  He drew

detailed plans for the exhibit he titled “Images of a Glorious Past” (2).  He described it as:

“Challenge: to create “living images” of the Past using skeletons and live plants in aesthetically

pleasing, mood creating, scientifically truthful (+/-) and self-enhancing arrangements.”  The Geology

and Biology departments were to share the Fusion Space equally, with Geology supplying the

skeletons and Biology choosing plants to go along with them.  Biology lagged behind in terms of

active participation in fundraising and commitment

to the project, especially when they realized that

live plants would require a full-time person to care

for them.  But once the university funded that

position, they were on board.  Dr. Caldwell’s 1985

budget submission also called for a funded position

to assume the curatorial functions for the exhibit,

including maintaining it and developing updated

changes to keep it fresh (3).  The Museum was

completed in late 1987 and 1988 saw almost

15,000 visitors walk through on guided tours.  The

On Campus Newsletter featured a photo of the T

Rex on September 18, 1987, noting that the

Museum “is attracting more and more visitors” (4)

Geological Sciences Building 
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History of the Natural Sciences Museum 

By Nancy McKellar 

Although the focus of the atrium/fusion 

space exhibits was on fossils, the Geology 

Department was very fortunate to have a 

beautiful mineral collection bequeathed to 

them in 1989 (5).  Marguerite and Winnard 

Ford, owners of Ford Drug Store in 

Saskatoon, spent over 40 years assembling 

a collection of over 4,000 specimens from 

Baffin Island to Namibia.  The collection is 

valued at over $50,000 and the couple also 

left a legacy of $75,000 for proper storage, 

cleaning and displaying of the rocks.  In a 

joint effort between the chemistry and 

geology departments, Dr. J Weil, professor 

emeritus of chemistry researched the origins 

of the collection and Dr. Coleman of geology 

was responsible for setting up the collection for display on the main floor.  Dr. K. Ansdell, head of the 

department at that time noted the importance of the mineral collection in broadening the 

understanding of geology by the many visitors who tour through the building: “…having a clear, 

particularly large collection of sample is a good way of showcasing the earth.” 

So much credit is due to the professors of the Geology Department who had the vison to dream the 

new building and the tenacity to make it happen.  Not only do students at U of S have a fantastic 

facility in which to learn, but the 

Natural Sciences Museum  provides 

them and the wider community with 

exciting examples of the importance 

of science in their lives.  The last 

word to Dr. Ansdell, reflecting on the 

diversity of the displays: “I think it’s 

important for every subject to be 

able to display something 

spectacular.”  
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Mineral display in the Natural Sciences Museum today. 
Photo from Dr. Erica Bird. 

From the John Dubets Thesis(1) 
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History of the Museum of Natural Sciences

SOURCES 

(1) The Museum of Natural Sciences and the Mounting of Tyrannosaurus Rex.  John Dubets, HM90

Directed Studies, April 1990.

(2) Images of a Glorious Past.  Dr. W. Braun, undated.

(3) Department of Geological Sciences Budget Submission.  Dr. W. G. E. Caldwell.

(4) On Campus, University of Saskatchewan, Volume 28, Number 2, September 18, 1987.

(5) On Campus News, University of Saskatchewan, Volume13, Number 6, November 4, 2005.

Geological Sciences Building 

Two of the eight posters from Dr. Braun’s original plans for the museum. Plans photographed by Dr. Erica 

Bird. 
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Natural Sciences Museum Today 

By Dr. Erica Bird 

The Museum of Natural Sciences continues to be a popular and beloved destination for roughly 
20,000 visitors a year. It has emerged as the front door to the University of Saskatchewan campus 
for many visitors including families, school groups, and tourists. It is used by biology and geology 
instructors to complement their curricula, and it is also a favoured venue for events and 
conferences.  

Through panels, exhibits, displays and a working seismograph, 
visitors learn about our geological history, exploring how the 
pressures and forces of geological change on Earth formed the 
landscape features of our province and the rich bounty of 
natural resources that support our economy. Visitors learn 
about the formation of uranium, potash, coal, and other 
resources, and exhibits connect the historical record of the 
geological events that shaped our province to our present 
landscape featuring our active mining industry.  

Visitors can also walk through the evolutionary timeline, seeing how life adapted to changes in the 
environment on Earth over millions of years. They can see fossils and fossil replicas of dinosaurs, 
and live animal and plant displays that highlight each major stage of evolutionary development and 
link the traits of modern fishes, amphibians, reptiles, and mammals to their earliest ancestors in the 
evolutionary timeline.  

In May and June of each year, the museum partners with the Science Outreach Office to offer free 
schools field trips that complement the K-12 Saskatchewan science curriculum. Through this 
program, grade-school groups are invited to participate in either Gio and Jade’s Geology Adventure 
Tour or Moe’s Evolution of Living Things Tour, followed by hands-on science activities in the U of S 
teaching labs. In 2018, we welcomed 96 classes including 2301 students along with 220 adults to 
campus. These students came from Saskatoon as well as outside of Saskatoon including those from 
Pelican Lake First Nation, Craik, Hepburn, Colonsay, Montreal Lake First Nation, Chief Little Pine 
First Nation and Chief Mistawasis First Nation. 

The museum also hosts Science on Saturdays in partnership 
with the Science Outreach Office throughout the year. These 
drop-in programs are hands-on fun for the whole family and 
include activities like making fossil casts, Lego robots, and 
balloon-powered rockets. We also host special events in 
partnership with other groups on campus, for example we 
brought medieval science activities to the Museum of 
Antiquities’ Prairie Paladin. And thanks to current technologies, 
we are also able to reach audiences through digital tours and 
social media, increasing our ability to showcase the wonders of 
the natural world, and encourage scientific literacy and curiosity. 

For more information, visit www.artsandscience.usask.ca/museumofnaturalsciences. 
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Articles on both pages from Sue’s 

Johnson’s Scrapbook. 
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Mosasaur Rises 
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Top: From Sue Johnson’s Scrapbook. Sue is the  past Animal Facility Manager and Technician. She is now 

Greenhouse Technician, Biology Department. Bottom: Photographs from Dr. Erica Bird.  
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Top: From Sue Johnson’s Scrapbook. 
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Mosasaur Rises 

. 

Geological Sciences Building 

Shorts: Evan Nordquist (paleobiology student 
who assembled and made the additional 
bones) 
Bald: Blaine Novakovski (rock prep 
technician) 
Small: Patricio Desjardins (PhD student of 
Pratt, Buatois and Mángano) [only in the 
loading dock] 
Grey: Roy Rule (PhD student of Pratt) 
Black: Tim Prokopiuk (instructor) 
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The People 

The People Summary 

When this project started, our plans were to have many stories written about Alumni, Students and 
Professors. Unfortunately, time ran out for our committee and we had very little submissions from 
our  fellow Ore Ganguesters for this section.  

What we have completed has been categorized into the following sections: 

• Ore Gangue Family Connections

• Arts and Science Alumni of Influence winners: Donald Kent and Margaret Brooke

• Ore Gangue  WWII

• Members of the Original Ore Gangue

• Department Chairs at U of S

• Alumni of Interest

• Contributors to the 85th Concentrates

• Professors and Department Staff

We strongly encourage the Ore Gangue Alumni to consider to start writing up the “missing” or 
“incomplete” stories about our fantastic and accomplished alumni and professors.  Anything written 
will be documented and sent to Archives.  

On the website, we have started an obituary page to collect those recent members we have lost. If 
you wish to add to this page, please send the links to: oreganguealumni@gmail.com 

https://www.oregangue.org/obituaries
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The People 

The Ore Gangue Family Connections 
These are the Ore Gangue Alumni we know that have family connections. Who are we missing? 

 Bailey: Father Bevan 1976 and son Bill 2003 

 Becket: Rob 1999,  Dan 2001 

 Braun: Father Willie, professor, and son Volker 1982 

 Brickner: Siblings Renee 1999 and Clint 2010 

 Brown: Brothers Hayden 1982  and Morley 1977 

 Gebhardt : Father Earl 1974 and daughter Monica Gebhardt Majcher 2003 

 Gerhardt: Brothers Scott 1991 and Bob 1988 

 Herman: Brothers Cliff 1973 and Ted 1987 

 Hoenmans: Brothers -  Scott, Greg, Paul 1999, Tim 2007 

 Hogg: Verne 1935, Donna 1962, Verne 1960s, Valary 1971  

 Hunter: Siblings Brett 2010, Nicole 2013 

 Jellicoe: Cousins Brent 1987, Colin 1986 and Katia (daughter to Brent) 2015 

 Kelln: Twins Chris and Curtis, 1998 

 Koning: Siblings Irwin 1975 and Bonita 1983 

 Lacey: Brent 1985,  nephew Doug 2000 and nephews Sean 2018 and Liam 2019 

 Lowe: Siblings Albert 1978, John 1981, Janice 1988 and Nancy ? 

 McCrank: Brothers Dan 2001 and Mike 2002 

 McLeod: George 1951, son Lachlan 1980, son-in-law Rick Merkel 1980 (married to Meredith), 
great nephew Brennen Hosegood 2005 

 Olesko: Brothers Mike 1997 and James 1999 

 Parres: Brothers James 1936 and Lew 1948, and Jim (son of Lew) 1972. Jim's granddaughter at 
U of S but not in geology. 

 Pearson:  Walter (Wally) 1949 & 1951, John 1972 (nephew to Wally), Brett 2002 (son to John), 
and cousin Riley Hutchinson 2008 

 Reed: Keith 1982 and nephew Ethan 2015. 

 Schmidt: Cousins Laurel 1989 and Leona (Biol). Laurel’s aunt Patricia Davies was in 3rd year 
geology when she passed away in 1984 

 Schmidt: Brothers Mike 2003 and Jeff 2008 

 Schultz: Siblings Dale 1989 and Marilyn 1994  

 Spooner: Brothers Tony 1964 & Rod 1972 and Tony’s son Sam 1998 

 Stephenson: Siblings Blake 1989 & Margot 1989 

 Yates: Brothers Tom 1987 and Jeff 1995 

In-laws: 

 Norm Holton 1972 and Jeff Boissonneault 1988 

 Kevin Keenan 1990 and Ailsa Le May 1990 
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Arts and Science Alumni of Influence: Donald Kent 

The Alumni of Influence Awards are a public way for the College of Arts & Science to recognize and 
celebrate our very distinguished alumni. The awards signal to today's students that they are part of a 
vibrant and accomplished college. The awards started in 2009, where Don Kent from U of S was 
honoured with the award. In 2018 Margaret Brooke was honoured. 

If you think there is an Alumni member that should be honoured with this presentation, the 
nomination website is: http://artsandscience.usask.ca/alumni/nominate.php 

2015 RJW Douglas Medal - Canadian Society of Petroleum Geologists (Source - University of 

Regina press release - Feb. 26, 2016) 

Distinguished Service Award - The Association of Professional Engineers and Geoscientists of 

Saskatchewan.  For outstanding contributions in service to the community, the Association and 

technical and learned organizations and outstanding achievements in professional and technical 

fields. 

2004 - Inductee - Honour Roll of the Saskatchewan Geological Society  

https://www.uregina.ca/external/communications/feature-stories/current/2016/02-26.html 

The People 

Donald Kent is recognized as the leading geological authority on Paleozoic carbonates in the Wil-

liston Basin, and Mississippian, Devonian and Ordovician rocks. Former professor of Geology and 

department chair at the University of Regina, Kent is a consulting petroleum geologist. He actively 

rebuilt the Saskatchewan Geological Society after the exodus of local petroleum companies and 

has been honoured by the society for his sustained leadership. 
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Arts and Science Alumni of Influence: Donald Kent 

Dr. Donald Kent, Professor Emeritus in the Department of 
Geology, has received the highest honour from the 
Canadian Society of Petroleum Geologists. 

Kent was presented with the 2015 RJW Douglas Medal at a 
special ceremony held at the Saskatchewan Geological 
Society's Annual General Meeting in Regina, February 6.  

All Ore Ganguers in this photo. L-R  Dr. Tony Cadrin, Past 
President of the Canadian Society of Petroleum Geologists 
(CSPG), Dr. Donald Kent, professor emeritus in the 
Department of Geology and Dr. Gerry Reinson, senior 
member of the CSPG. Photo courtesy of Mackenzie 
Bronstad.  From: https://www.uregina.ca/external/
communications/feature-stories/current/2016/02-26.html 
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Arts and Science Alumni of Influence: Margaret Brooke 

The Alumni of Influence Gala was held on Mar 16, 2018. 
Margaret Brooke was one of the 11 Alumni honoured. Her 
nieces were there to accept the award on her behalf. They 
referred to her as Aunt Margie!   
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Arts and Science Alumni of Influence: Margaret Brooke 

Below is a picture of the Captain of the new ship, set 

to set sail in 2019. Commander Michele Tessier with 

Dr. Willie Braun and Dr. Jim Basinger.  

687 May 2019



  

 
The People 

The People 

Arts and Science Alumni of Influence: Margaret Brooke 
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Arts and Science Alumni of Influence: Margaret Brooke 

From  1935 Greystone 

Here are various links of interest on Margaret Brooke: 

http://artsandscience.usask.ca/alumni/#mBrooke 

https://globalnews.ca/news/4085956/royal-canadian-navy-ship-saskatchewan-war-

hero-margaret-brooke/  

http://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/newfoundland-labrador/navy-ship-named-after-

margaret-brooke-naval-hero-in-ss-caribou-sinking-1.3031254 

https://issuu.com/saskatoon_express/docs/sx20180326a/6 

http://www.forces.gc.ca/en/hmcs-margaret-martha-brooke.page 

https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/saskatoon/margaret-brooke-saskatchewan-
navy-hero-1.4845927
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/obituaries/12130614/Lt-Cdr-Margaret-Brooke-
obituary.html
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Arts and Science Alumni of Influence: Margaret Brooke 

Above picture and bottom article found in Geological 

Sciences basement. No date.  Right article on wall of 

Geological Sciences office. No date or full article found.  
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Ore Gangue WWII: Companions of a Special Order – they died for freedom 

By Marc Charest 

The Ultimate Sacrifice 

Like countless schools and other public institutions across Saskatchewan and the rest of Canada, 

the geology department and the Ore Gangue (OG) geology club of the University of Saskatchewan 

(U of S) lost fellow students and graduates on the European theatre of World War II, between 

September 1939 and May 1945, when Germany surrendered. World War II has the dubious 

distinction of having been the bloodiest conflict humanity has even known, with the death toll alone 

reaching the tens of millions. 

The geology department and the Ore Gangue lost eight students and graduates, aged 26 years on 

average. All, it seems, were active members of the Ore Gangue and were from Saskatchewan 

communities large and small (as a whole, U of S lost 202 students). To honour these eight young 

men who made the ultimate sacrifice in the name of freedom, the geology department of the 

University of Saskatchewan in Saskatoon unveiled a plaque bearing the names of the eight 

gentlemen, on November 11, 1948. That plaque, through the centre of which is an upright sword 

with a broken blade symbolizing the unfinished fight, today hangs on the main floor of the Geology 

Building, on a wall made of Tyndall limestone. The seed money for the memorial plaque fund was 

provided by the Ore Gangue Fund, which was established in March 1938. Left over money from the 

plaque fund was rolled over into the Ore Gangue Memorial Fund, established in 1945 (see below).  

Plaque created by A.L. Atkinson. Picture 
form UASC, MG135_Box1_Photos_1937-
[1959]_009 

Plaque at current location in Dept. of 
Geological Sciences 
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Ore Gangue WWII: Companions of a Special Order – they died for freedom 

By Marc Charest 

 

The youngest Ore Gangue member to die was 21-years old Edward Henry Hill, a 

RCAF Flight Officer (92 [RAF] Squadron) from Lucky Lake, a small community of less 

than 500 souls in southwestern Saskatchewan. It is difficult to get greater contrast 

than between peaceful little Lucky Lake and the battlefields of Egypt, where Officer 

Hill was killed on October 10, 1942. The young man is buried there at the El Alamein 

war cemetery. Ironically, Lucky Lake is situated, as the crow flies, 80 km east of the 

tiny hamlet of Wartime.  

Officer Hill unfortunately did not get to graduate before he 

died. 

Edward Hill was pre-deceased in the war almost two years before by an 

older brother, RCAF Pilot Officer (42 Squadron) Lawrence Stanley 

“Happy” Hill, who went “missing as a result of a flying battle” and 

"crashed into the sea” on December 28, 1940 (he had joined the air force 

in May 1940 and had just received his commission in October), during a 

period when England was directly under attack, with the Battle of Britain 

and the German Blitz raging. He was only 26 years of age and is 

memorialized in Runnymede Memorial Cemetery, Surrey, England. The 

Runnymede Memorial, on the crest of a hill, displays the names of 

several thousands of those who died and, astonishingly, have no known 

grave. A poem, engraved on one of the windows, poignantly reads, 

partially: 

“We shall not forget them… And we shall pray as the mist rises up and the air grows dark that 

we may wear as brave a heart as they.” 

At U of S, Pilot Officer Hill was the first editor of The Concentrates, which 

began publishing in February 1937 as a yearbook. He graduated with a 

BSc in 1939, and later with an MSc from McGill. 

Tragedy struck the U of S geological community literally close to home on 

March 18, 1942, when another Flight Officer with the RCAF, Olaf Alfred 

Ness, lost his life in a “flying accident” at Kinistino, east of Prince Albert. 

Olaf Ness (his name is spelt Olav in some documents) was a navigational 

instructor on the fatal flight. Hailing from the small town of Sturgis 95 km 

north of Yorkton, he was 33 years of age and had graduated from U of S 

with a BA in 1941. Flight Officer Ness, who left a wife in mourning (she 

died in 1970), was interred at Saskatoon’s Woodlawn Cemetery.  
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Ore Gangue WWII: Companions of a Special Order – they died for freedom 

By Marc Charest 

The year 1943 was marked by one war death, that of Army 

Lieutenant Richard “Dick” Alston Scott on May 2. Lieutenant 

Scott was with the Royal Canadian Artillery and only 22 when 

he died in “active service”. The military vehicle he was riding in 

plunged 15m through a bridge fence in B.C. The young man 

had graduated the year before with a BE and is buried in 

Melville Cemetery in southeastern Saskatchewan. His parents 

lived in tiny Welby and Dick was their only son. He had been 

married only a month.  

The year 1944, the fifth year of a World War that seemed at times would never end, was marked by 

four tragedies.  

First, 23 years-old Army Captain Stewart Keddy was killed by a grenade in 

England while he was on duty on January 16. Keddy was active in water 

sport while in university. He was of course a member of the Ore Gangue, and 

was on the museum committee in 1938-39 and assistant editor of The 

Concentrates in 1940-41. He was also a student member of the Canadian 

Institute of Mining and Metallurgy (CIMM), as well as an officer in the U of S 

contingent, Canadian Officers’ Training Corps.  In May 1941, Stewart Keddy, 

who hailed from Sutherland (now part of Saskatoon), was awarded a BA 

degree with honours in geology (BSc 1940). In the same year, he enlisted 

and joined the South Saskatchewan Regiment (RCIC), stationed at Fort 

Osborne and Fort Garry in Winnipeg. In summer 1942, he went to England 

with the regiment. He was promoted to Captain in 1943. Captain Keddy is 

interred at Brookwood Military Cemetery, Surrey, the largest Commonwealth 

war cemetery in the U.K., which includes, in addition, other allied nationals who died in WWII.  

On July 20, 1944, Lieutenant Robert “Bob” James Pulley was killed at age 

24 in Holland. Like Captain Keddy, the Saskatoon-native joined the South 

Saskatchewan Regiment (RCIC). Enrolled in the faculty of Arts, Lieutenant 

Pulley was elected president of the OG and was a member of the activities 

committee but was called to war in Europe and never graduated. Lieutenant 

Pulley was killed and is buried at the Bretteville-sur-Laize Canadian War 

Cemetery, Calvados Department, lower Normandy, France. This cemetery is 

just south of the city of Caen and holds the bodies of Canadian soldiers who 

participated in the liberation of that city, the later stages of the battle of 

Normandy (June-August 1944) and the push southward (Paris was liberated 

near the end of August 1944).  
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Ore Gangue WWII: Companions of a Special Order – they died for freedom 

By Marc Charest 

On September 5, 1944, 28 years-old Army Lieutenant Edward Franklin 

“Frank” Klemmer was killed by a German land mine, in Normandy. Like 

Lieutenant Pulley, Lieutenant Klemmer is interred at Bretteville-sur-Laize 

in Normandy. Lieutenant Klemmer was with the Royal Canadian 

Engineers, and was married in 1942 to Florence Thorson (1917-1977), 

who was living in Toronto at the time of his death.  His parents lived in 

Rosetown. Lieutenant Klemmer obtained a BA (Dist.) in 1939, an honours 

degree BA in geology in 1940, and a BE (Dist.) in 1941 in geological 

engineering. Geological Engineering was offered starting in 1935, and 

Petroleum Engineering starting in 1955. Lieutenant Klemmer was Ore 

Gangue President in 1940-41, and Treasurer in 1939-40. Employed by mining giant INCO in 

Sudbury, Lt. Klemmer enlisted in late 1942 and was commissioned to England in 1943 and went to 

France three weeks before he was killed.  

The last to fall on the field of honour died on October 13, 1944. Army 

Lieutenant Harold Ross Robinson was a member of the Royal Highland 

Regiment (Black Watch of Canada) and was killed in action in Holland at the 

age of 24. He hailed from Saskatoon. Lieutenant Robinson was granted a BA 

honours in geology in 1940, and obtained an MSc in geology (1942) from 

McGill University in Montreal. A keen member of the Ore Gangue, the young 

man was the editor of The Concentrates in 1940-41, and assistant editor in 

1939-40. He was also a member of the museum committee, 1938-39. 

Lieutenant Robinson is buried at Bergen-op-Zoom Canadian War Cemetery, 

in the Netherlands.  

Ore Gangue Memorial Fund
1
 

Harold Ross Robinson left $500 of his estate “to the geology department for helping needy, 

worthwhile students”, as reported in the March 1945 Concentrates.  His wish was to establish an 

“Ore Gangue Memorial Fund” from this seed money, from which scholarships of $100 each or 

possibly prizes could be drawn. This was in 1945; in 2019 dollars, $100 was worth nearly $1,500 

Canadian. In 1945, an Ore Gangue Memorial Fund (OGMF) was established. In 1949, two prizes, 

which are still awarded today, were established through this fund, for leadership and for highest 

academic achievement. Two plaques, which hang in the main office of the Department of Geological 

Sciences, display the names of Memorial Fund winners from 1949 to present.  

1– See section Scholarships and Awards for more information on Memorial Fund 
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Ore Gangue WWII: Companions of a Special Order – they died for freedom 

By Marc Charest 

A geographic tribute on the Canadian Shield 

A project begun in 1947, in the wake of the human tragedy that was WWII, the Saskatchewan Geo-

Memorial Project was an effort to immortalize mostly the names of “those Saskatchewan residents 

killed in service of Canada during WWII and Korea”. No fewer than 3,922 honourees are featured in 

this project. The landmarks named for the eight fatalities members of the Ore Gangue, are mostly 

clustered around the north shore of giant Lake Athabasca in the northwest of the province, and one 

name is featured on a lake near the eastern shore of Wollaston Lake, in the northeastern sector of 

the province. All are located on the Precambrian Shield (which underlies the northern 40% of the 

province), an appropriate geological fact for men who would likely have been employed in the 

search for mineral wealth after the war ended. The named geographical features are: Hill Lake, 

Keddy Bay, Pulley Lake, Ness Bay, Scott Island, Klemmer Lake and Robinson Island.  

Following the end of WWII, oil and gas exploration and exploitation in the Phanerozoic Cover really 

took off, and increasingly graduates found employment in the petroleum industry. Saskatchewan 

annual production went from 16,500 barrels of oil in 1945 to over 44 million barrels in 1958. 
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Ore Gangue WWII: Companions of a Special Order – they died for freedom 

By Marc Charest 

And war goes on 

As time moves inexorably to the future, it is hoped that the sacrifice of these eight young men and 

countless others will inspire future generations to learn and remember that man’s inhumanity to man 

that is war is not the solution to conflict. But war goes on and much of humanity does not appear to 

have learned much. 

These eight, forever young men, were just beginning to make their mark on their surroundings and 

their communities. But all eight, from diverse backgrounds and unified in conflict, left the ultimate, 

indelible mark on this earth: they gave their lives so that their contemporaries and subsequent 

generations could be free from the tyranny of fascism. Today, more than in the last several decades 

since the end of WW II, democracy is in peril and we must not forget that they died, but perhaps 

more important, why they died. For those who ignore or forget history are destined to repeat its 

mistakes.  

Canadian journalist and short story writer Gregory Clark (1892-1977) coined an apt term to describe 

the war dead in a very short but poignant story published in the early 1970s. In it he describes a 

typical visit to a beautifully kept and appropriately situated war cemetery in Europe, where the visitor 

suddenly realizes in what great company each dead lies that he is not alone and never has been.  

“Captains and corporals, colonels and privates”, he writes “they do not lie; they stand, and 

have stood for year upon year. Not strangers, as we will be when we take our place beside 

utter strangers, but 

companions of a special 

order of men.” 

 M. Charest, July 2018 

 

Already in 1938, there were 

rumours of impending war, which 

was playing havoc with the “mining 

markets” and consequently with 

employment prospects for the 

graduates. Three of the eight 

deceased OG members are shown in 

this photo.  
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Ore Gangue WWII: Companions of a Special Order – they died for freedom 

By Marc Charest 

Principal resources used for article Companions of a Special Order -  they died for freedom 

• Archives of the University of Saskatchewan and of Ore Gangue (Concentrates)

• Government of Canada, Veterans Affairs Canada, the Canadian Virtual War Memorial:

www.veterans.gc.ca/eng/remembrance/memorials/canadian-virtual-war-memorial

• Find a Grave: https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/

• Saskatchewan Geo-Memorial Project: https://svwm.ca/category/wwii/

• Various specific web searches; Gregory Clarke book: Grandma preferred steak (1974), Infocor

publ.

Missing A.V. Ness,   
R.A. Scott and a Hill 

From the Ore Gangue Scrapbook in Archives. UASC, MG135_Box3_Scrapbook_p13. 

This photo shows five of the eight war casualties members of the OG, fallen is a World War that was 

going to last almost another  five long years.  
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Ore Gangue WWII  

 Canadian Officers Training Corps (COTC) 

What is COTC?  “The COTC was made up of 10 faculty and administrative members and at least 
150 students each year, the latter of whom, in addition to their regular classes, were trained to exit 
the program as officers in Canada’s army, navy or air force. The operation was centred in 
Qu’Appelle Hall—the former residence building for male students—where over the years countless 
young students would take part in military drills, parades and marksmen challenges. “   

Full article at: https://news.usask.ca/articles/general/2017/canadian-forces-have-long-history-at-u-of-
s.php.  

Another article at: http://greatwar.usask.ca/node/54 

From the Ore Gangue Scrapbook in Archives. UASC, MG135_Box3_Scrapbook_p17 
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Picture from Dr. Mel Stauffer. His comments: Murray Clarke gave it to me about 20 years ago ....  I 
think the Ore Gangue was born in early '34 a couple months after the organizational meeting 
shown in the picture.... I don't know whose bright idea it was to have a club but Murray did say 
that the fellow with the glasses sitting on his left was a main proponent... Stan Malouff. 
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The Original Ore Gangue & First Graduates 
 

We have limited information about these original Ore Ganguers listed on this photo (see previous 
page). If you have any additional details on the other Ore Ganguers, please let us know! 

 

Names from picture (sorted by last name): 

• Ben (Robert Benedict) Allen, 1936, B.Sc. 

• Harold Ames, 1937, B.Sc.  

• John Baker, 1936, B.Sc. 

• Murray (James Murray) Clarke, 1937, B.Sc.—life of Murray Clarke (see Awards Section)  

• Jim Collins, no record of graduation 

• Earle Crull, 1939, B.Sc. 

• Les (Francis Leslie) Croteau, 1936, B.Sc.   

• Brian (Byron Cooper) Elsley, 1936, B.Sc. 

• Russ (Russel Edmund) Garnett, 1933, B.Sc.  

• Marcel Gurget, no record of graduation 

• Vern (Charles Andrew Luverne) Hogg, 1935, B.Sc. —summary this section 

• Pete (Edward Arthur) Hart, 1936, B.Sc. 

• Stan (Stanley) Malhouf, 1934, B.Sc.—summary this section 

• Albert Ernest Moss, 1936, B.Sc.  

• Jim (James Christopher) Parres,1936 B.Sc.—summary this section 

• Lew Parres, 1948, B.Sc.—summary this section 

• Bill (William George) Robinson, 1936, B.Sc. 

• Gordie (Gordon Turnball) Stewart, 1936, B.Sc. 

• John Anderson Thompson, 1936, B.E.—summary this section 

• Mel (Melvyn Clark) Thompson, 1936, B.Sc.—letter regarding the first banquet from Mel 
Thompson (see The Banquet),  

• Larry (Lawrence Stewart)  Trenholme, 1936 B.Sc. 
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The Original Ore Gangue & First Graduates 

This is the very first membership book of the Ore Gangue. It currently resides with the University of 
Saskatchewan Archives department.  The book ended with WWII.  

 Above: UASC, MG135-MembersBook-cover  

Next page Left:  UASC, MG135_Box1_Membership_Book_Graduates_001 

Bottom Right: UASC, MG135_Box1_Membership _Book_Graduates_002 
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The Original Ore Gangue & First Graduates 

We have limited information about these original graduates listed in the first membership book. If 
you have any additional details on the other graduates, please let us know! 

The People 

Ore Gangue Membership book from the University Archives.  

UASC, MG135_Box1_Membership_Book_Graduates_001  

and  UASC, MG135_Box1_Membership _Book_Graduates_002 

Summary found in this 85th 

Concentrates 
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Conrad Olai Hage 1929 
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Conrad Olai Hage 1929 

The People 
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Glenbow Archives: Conrad Olai Hage 1929 

Conrad Olai Hage was listed as the first U of S graduate in the first Ore Gangue membership book 
and is part of the Jubilee book.  

It is unknown if he was ever part of the Ore Gangue, but he was certainly part of the department 
history. 

From the Glenbow Archives: 

Title: 
Conrad Olai Hage fonds 

Date(s): 
1876-1968, predominant 1940-1960 

History: 
Conrad Olai Hage, 1901-1990, was born in Bella Coola, British Columbia but grew up in Saskatchewan. He 
attended Normal School and taught for a while before taking a degree in geology at the University of 
Saskatchewan in 1929 and an MA at the University of Wisconsin, USA in 1932. He joined the Geological 
Survey of Canada in 1933 but also took post-graduate studies at Massachusetts Institute of Technology 
(MIT). His work with the GSC took him all over Saskatchewan, Alberta and British Columbia. He joined Shell 
Oil in Calgary in 1945, working in northern Alberta. In 1949 he moved to the Barnsdal-Seaboard Group, and 
in 1952 became an independent consultant. In 1955 he joined Dome Petroleum where he remained until his 
retirement in 1969. He was a member of the Canadian Society of Petroleum Geologists (president, 1952-
1953) and the American Association of Petroleum Geologists; was a fellow of both the Geological Society of 
America and the Geological Association of Canada; and was a Fellow of the Royal Society of Canada. He 
married Margaret Stott in 1944 and they had two children, Robert and Lucinda (Tiller). For further information 
see D. F. Stott's article, "In Memoriam : Conrad O. Hage, September 13, 1901-May 29, 1990", in the Bulletin 
of Canadian Petroleum Geology. -- vol. 39, no. 2 (June 1991), p. 229-230. 

Scope and Content: 
The fonds consists of consulting files for various oil companies, reports, monographs, geological maps and 
sections, well logs, field notes, reference material, and records regarding petroleum and geological 
professional associations. Includes geological studies of the Alberta foothills, Crowsnest Pass area, 
Lloydminster-Wainwright area, Peace River area, northeastern British Columbia and the Gulf Islands area of 
British Columbia. 

Source of Acquisition: 
Gift of Conrad Hage, 1982-1983. 

View finding aid / scanned documents: 
http://www.glenbow.org/collections/search/findingAids/archhtm/hage.cfm 

Related: 
There are interviews with Conrad Hage in the Petroleum Industry Oral History Project (RCT-453 and M-6807, 
file "Hage"), and the Charles Ursenbach Oral History Project (RCT-145-16 and M-4211-6), at Glenbow. 

706 May 2019

http://www.glenbow.org/collections/search/findingAids/archhtm/hage.cfm


 

 

The Original Ore Gangue & First Graduates 

Glenbow Archives: James Donald Weir 1936 

 

James Donald Weir graduated in 1935 and is the only known Rhodes Scholar from the department.  

 

From the Glenbow Archives:  

Title: 
J. Donald Weir fonds 

Date(s): 
Copied 1990 and 2003 (originally created 1940-1944) 

Physical Description: 
33 photographs 

History: 
J. Donald Weir, 1914-2005, was born in Saskatoon, Saskatchewan. He studied geology at the University of 
Saskatchewan, Oxford (as a Rhodes Scholar) and Harvard, graduating with a PhD from Oxford in 1943. He 
was employed by California Standard (Chevron), the University of Saskatchewan, Stanford University, and 
UNESCO. He and his wife Marje, ?-1996, had two children, Jan and Jace. 

Scope and Content: 
The fonds consists of photographs of field work with California 
Standard in British Columbia, Alberta, and Saskatchewan, particularly 
at Eyremore, Taber, Ross Lake, Red Coulee, and Milk River. 

Language: 
The material is in English. 

Originals and Reproductions: 
The originals are held by Don Weir. 

Restrictions: 
No restrictions on access. 

Finding Aids: 
No finding aid, but the photos have been digitized. 

Related: 
There is an interview with Don Weir in the Petroleum Industry Oral 
History Project, at Glenbow (RCT 540). 

Call Numbers: 
(M=manuscript; N&P=photos; R=sound recordings; S=slides; 
F=films) 
NA-5379 
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James Donald Weir graduated in 1935.  

From the 1935-1936  U of S Student Yearbook “The Greystone” 
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Stan (Stanley) Malouf, 1934 B.Sc.  

Dr. Stan Malouf was the very first Ore Gangue president, and 
supposedly the main proponent of the Ore Gangue club.  

From the University Archives, the early career of Stan in the Ore 
Gangue recipe cards and membership book.  

PDAC Convention 1990s. L to R: A.L. “Lew” Parres, Dr. Stan Malouf and 
James R.B. Parres.  
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Stan (Stanley) Malouf, 1934 B.Sc.  

Toronto Star Obit: 

https://www.legacy.com/obituaries/thestar/obituary.aspx?n=stanley-e-malouf&pid=125189749 

The People 
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From Valary Schultz 

I’ve written up a couple of anecdotes about working for Stan in the early 70’s  He was a remarkable 
man, with great vision, and a feisty manner.  The Chief Geologist at the Henderson Mine, Francois 
Dompierre, had an occasional stutter.  When Stan would come down on his inspections, Francois 
stutter became so bad he was nearly incomprehensible.  

   

In spring of 1971 David Kennedy and I were finishing up our schooling and looking forward to 
starting our first full time industry jobs in Sudbury with INCO.  That plan changed dramatically when 
Stan Malouf, who was in Saskatoon for the Ore Gangue Reunion, enticed us to go to Chibougamau 
to work at the Henderson Mine.  Stan was then directing the  exploration/exploitation efforts for the 
company Campbell Chibougamau Mines, and would visit every few months to guide the geological 
staff.  We all gained tremendous experience through his grand and creative thinking, which included 
inviting the XIX (?) Geological Congress to visit the mine.  In preparation for the geologists’ visit after 
the area had been washed down, the mine manager started to shot-crete the underground station 
and crosscut which was on the planned route; Stan was livid and stopped this sacrilege as soon as 
he heard! 

A couple years later, after Dave and I resigned to travel south to Tierra del Fuego on a dream 
adventure, Stan again recruited us to work at the El Mochito Mine in Central Honduras.  This was 
half way on our journey, so we agreed and spent several years living in the mining camp and 
traveling Central America.  On one of Stan’s quarterly trips to the mine a group of geologists and the 
mine manager were showing Stan the recent advances in one of the active drifts a trammer came 
racing by.  It was necessary to pin yourself against the wall while the train passed, and we could all 
hear the trammer singing at the top of his lungs as he drove by with the muck cars.  After he passed 
Stan commented “We must be paying that man too much!”. 
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 Norman Bell Keevil  

Norman Bell Keevil was listed as the second Ore Gangue 
graduate in the first Ore Gangue membership book.  

Quoted from: http://blog.ceo.ca/2012/10/01/norman-bell-
keevil/

“Norman Bell Keevil was born on a Saskatchewan farm 
in 1910. In his first life, Keevil was an academic, 
studying math, chemistry and geology at the 
University of Saskatchewan before getting his PhD at 
Harvard. His pioneering work in uranium and thorium was 
of such quality that he got an invitation to work on the 
Manhattan Project.” 
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Norman Bell Keevil  

Further Reading online: 

• https://www.mininghalloffame.ca/norman-bell-keevil
• https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/111736530/norman-bell-keevil

• http://blog.ceo.ca/2012/10/01/norman-bell-keevil/

Order of Canada 

Norman Keevil, O.C., Ph.D., F.G.S.A. 

Vancouver, British Columbia [Canada] 

Officer of the Order of Canada 

Awarded on June 23, 1986; Invested on November 12, 1986 

A former research scientist, he has been a major force in the Canadian mining industry through his 
pioneering use of airborne magnetometry as a tool for geophysical exploration and through the 
commercial development of a new type of rechargeable battery. 

Deceased 

Note from A. J. Willy “Norman B. Keevil, Norman Keevil Sr.’s son (not an Ore Ganguer) published 
“Never Rest on Your Ores, Building a Mining Company, One Stone at a Time” McGill-Queen’s 
University Press 2017, a story of Norman Keevil Sr.’s building his Toronto based geophysical 
consulting firm into a junior miner at the Temagami Copper Mine Temagami, Ontario up into the big 
powerhouse mining company, Teck Resources Limited, today.  The book is available now at major 
bookstores, and online at Amazon.ca and Indigo.ca, and can also be ordered directly from the 
McGill-Queens website. All proceeds have been dedicated to Mining 
Matters and MineralsEd, two initiatives designed to introduce grade school children to the wonders 
of metals and minerals. “ 

https://www.amazon.ca/Never-Rest-Your-Ores-Building/dp/0773551557/ref=sr_1_1?
ie=UTF8&qid=1515604198&sr=8-1&keywords=never+rest+on+your+ores 

https://www.chapters.indigo.ca/en-ca/books/never-rest-on-your-ores/9780773551558-item.html?
ikwid=never+rest+on+your+ores&ikwsec=Home&ikwidx=0 

http://www.mqup.ca/never-rest-on-your-ores-products-9780773551558.php?page_id=73& 

https://miningmatters.ca/ 

https://www.mineralsed.ca/ 
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 Parres & Keevil  

Quote from Jim Parres: 

“Dr. Keevil and my dad, Lew Parres, are the “Original” Ore Ganguers. Both famous and well known 

Canadian mining Personalities, who “personify” U of S graduates. “ 
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Quote on Verne’s Career: 

He had a contagious enthusiasm for learning, graduating from the U of S Geology Department in 
1935 and then continuing his studies at Queens in Kingston. In 
1934, he was a founding member of the Ore Gangue 
geological students' society at the U of S. The Hogg Book 
Prize continues to be awarded to a worthy geology student. 
Verne's long service to the University of Saskatchewan was 
recognized as a University Regent, and as Chair and member 
of the Saskatchewan Research Council. He was awarded an 
Honourary Degree in Engineering from the University and 
proudly wore his iron ring until the time of his death. Verne 
was a pioneer during the formative years of Saskatchewan's 
natural resources development. He served as Deputy Minister 
of Natural Resources, then Mineral Resources from 1946 to 
1956. With the discovery of oil in the Swift Current area in 
1952, Verne's research and leadership directed the adoption 
of the oil and gas progressive code that is still in force today. 
Acting upon reports from core samples collected in the 
Dundurn and Radville areas of SK, Verne convinced the 
ministry to set up a group to promote potash development. 
The Potash Company of America, Duval Sulfur, and 
International Minerals and Chemical Corp., subsequently 
developed mines. Verne's early experiences as a student 
geologist mapping in Northern Saskatchewan kindled in him a 
passion for exploration work. In 1956 he left the civil service in order to "get back in the field". He 
formed his own company as an independent geologist in both mining and oil and gas. He founded 
three public companies which explored in Saskatchewan; Rapid River Resources Ltd., Flin Flon 
Mines Ltd., and Missi Island Mines Ltd. Verne continued to practice geology as a consultant in 
Saskatchewan and Alberta well into his eighties.   

Full Obituary: http://calgaryherald.remembering.ca/obituary/charles-hogg-1912-2010-1065681322 
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“The wall plaque, made in or around 1935?  I 

remember dad saying there was cooperation 

with the Ceramics department which was part of 

Engineering?  or chemistry? During that time.  

The claim post was part of our family history.  I 

think the plaster of paris base had to be rebuilt 

after some mishap, but my folks spoke of an Ore 

Gangue dinner for which these 'claims' served 

as place markers.  It must have been a great 

event, since my mother Dorothy went on to 

marry Verne, and they spent their first married 

days in the bush in northern Ontario/Quebec. My 

mom was picked up in Malartic(?) by the cook, 

and taken to camp by dog sled.“ 

 Valary Schulz talking about her father Verne 

Hogg and mother Dorothy.  
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The Hogg Family 

 

Charles Andrew LuVerne Hogg, our father graduated in ’35, then went to Queens for a year before 
starting full time work in the bush.  Dad was one of the founders of the Ore Gangue, and had a long 
and celebrated history in the industry and in Saskatchewan.  He served as Deputy Minister of 
Natural Resources, ’46 (?) to ’55.  Also was on the Saskatchewan Research Council, and was a 
Regent of the UofS. 

Donna Hogg, now Hohoff, my sister, graduated in ’62, and went back east to Toronto and Ottawa 
before settling in Newfoundland.  She worked a while back east, but struggled as a female pioneer 
in geology.  She enjoyed working at Memorial University preparing displays for the Geology 
Department. 

LuVerne Edward William Hogg is my brother.  He was an Ore Gangue’er, left school in ’63 to work 
for INCO shy 2 classes, didn’t graduate.  He’s still working in the industry. 

Valary Leigh Kennedy, nee Hogg graduated ’71, went to work in Chibougamau.  I’ve since changed 
my name, more than once, aka Valary L. Schulz  (a registered dba in Dallas County), legally Valary 
L West.  I’m still working in industry, US oil and gas primarily.  I’ve been active in the AAPG and held 
many leadership positions over the years. 

  

Hope that clarifies things.  If not let me know and I can do any more. 

  

Cheers, 

Valary 

 

 

Picture from when Verne Hogg Senior was 
with Frederick James Alcock (1988 - 1972) 
of the GSC on North shore of Lake 
Athabasca. Summer field work Circa 
1935/36.  
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The Parres family has a multi-generational connection with 
the Ore Gangue.  Alfred Lewis Parres (Lew) and James 
Christopher Parres attended the University of 
Saskatchewan in the 1930s and they were part of the 
group of founding members of the Ore Gangue.  Lew’s 
son, James R. B. Parres (Jim) attended U of S in the 70s 
and carried on the family tradition of active participation in 
Ore Gangue activities.  However, one can’t really 
understand these three men without a mention of Lew and 
James’ dad, Christopher Richard Parres (C. R. or Chris).  
C. R. Parres was born in 1877 on a homestead in Salterville, near Carman, Manitoba.  He served in 
World War I despite being almost 40 when he enlisted.  He was severely injured by shrapnel and the 
family still has the crumpled steel mirror that was in his breast pocket and deflected what likely 

would have been a deadly piece of metal.  During his lifetime, 
Chris worked as a farmer, cattleman, rancher, mining camp 
cook, storekeeper, at a sawmill, and eventually prospecting for 
gold, the career choice that would have the greatest effect on 
his two sons.  His greatest success was the Nor-Acme Gold 
Mine, later known as the New Britannia Mine. 

 

Brothers James (born 1912) and Lew (born 1915) followed 
their father’s footsteps into the prospecting/mining industry.  
Their father deemed them old enough to prospect in 1929 and 
they set off from Saskatoon, paddling north, and eventually 
arriving in Snow Lake, Manitoba.  Prospecting was hard, 
physical labour and a challenge for the young men.  They went 
north again in 1934.  By that time, both James and Lew were 
geology students at the University of Saskatchewan.  The 

prospecting group was led by Chris Parres and Frank Sharette, 
along with nine students from the geology, metallurgy and 

mining engineering faculties at U of S.  Their trip was notable, with at least two newspaper articles in 
Saskatoon and Flin Flon giving details of their trip, which was accomplished entirely by boat (with 
many portages) and camping along the way.  The remoteness of those mining camps is exemplified 
by the story of James’ alleged “heart attacks” suffered in the camp during the fall of 1936.  This 
camp was located at Yellowknife Bay, 830 miles north of Edmonton on the north shore of Great 
Slave Lake. Several newspaper articles reported that James, although only 24, suffered multiple 
heart attacks. Communication was only by wireless telegraph and was weather dependant, making 
it somewhat unreliable.  All the doctor could do from afar was recommend whiskey and lots of fluids.  
Nine days later, a plane finally made it into camp and James arrived at an Edmonton hospital after a 
2-day flight.  The doctor was then able to determine that no heart attacks had occurred; it was 
merely a bad case of heartburn.  James blamed it on the cook using too much baking soda.  James 
was instrumental in starting the Ore Gangue and attended the first official Ore Gangue Banquet held 
in the Oak Room of the King George Hotel on March 26, 1932.   

J.C. Parres, J.R.B, Parres and  

A.L. “Lew” Parres,  1955 
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James and Professor Atkinson designed the original Ore Gangue emblem, which was unveiled at 
the banquet.  The banquet was described by Melvin Thompson in a letter home to his mother: “I was 
out to a banquet and dance the Monday night previous to Easter. It was the function of “Ore 
Gangue” held in the King George hotel. Only members and their lady friends and officials were there 
25 couples, so you see it was quite an exclusive affair.” 

Lew Parres was a tall man (6’ 5”) and an excellent 
hockey player.  Much of his time at U of S was 
devoted to hockey.  He played midget, juvenile and 
junior hockey for the Nutana Athletic Club, as well 
as for the Saskatoon Standards and Saskatoon 
Tigers.  His team won several championships from 
1930-32.  There was the possibility that he could 
have played for the Toronto Maple Leafs, but his 
mother would not sign the papers for him to play at 
a Catholic college that functioned as the Maple 
Leafs farm club, as she was a staunch 
Presbyterian.  Once he started his studies at U of S 
in 1934, Lew played right wing for the Huskies in 
the infamous Rutherford Rink.  Completed in 1929, 
officially opened in January 1930 at a cost of 
$47,000, the rink was named after the recently 
deceased Dean of Agriculture, William Rutherford. 
Prior to the construction of the Rutherford, hockey 
was played on an outdoor ice surface.  Although an 
improvement, the rink was known for its cold 
temperature, hard bench seats, poor sight lines and 
cramped quarters for teams to change and shower. 
Its location a mere fifty feet from the Engineering 
Building, where the Geology Department was 
housed prior to the construction of their own 
building, meant that many intramural Ore Gangue teams battled in the chilly confines of the 
Rutherford.  Of course, fans and players retired to the Sutherland bar to celebrate or commiserate 
about the game afterwards.  Once Lew completed his studies at U of S, he accepted a job at the 
Coniaurum Mine (gold) in Timmins, Ontario and played for the Coniaurum Flyers.  Most of the mines 
had hockey teams back in the day and competition was fierce.  However, if you broke a leg, you 
didn’t get paid, so Lew soon hung up his skates for a paycheque.  Lew was 74 when he played his 
last hockey game in 1989 in Maple Leaf Gardens.  The Prospector All Stars took on a team from 
Teck Resources.  Lew trained for the big game by skating on a rink on Ross Lake in the middle of 
Flin Flow, where he had moved in 1945. Lew was named Prospector of the Year in 1988 by the 
Prospectors and Developers Association of Canada (PDAC).  He passed away in 2004 at the age of 
89. (Pictures from Lew’s hockey days can be found under Sports and Keevil sections).
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Lew was also the originator of the 
Precambrian Proposal.  In October 
1953, Lew made a presentation to the 
Flin Flon Chamber of Commerce 
advocating for a new province, 
Precambrian, comprised of the mineral 
belt extending from the western border 
of Ontario to the Yukon.  His slogan 
was “Government in the North, for the 
North by Northerners, who know the 
needs of the North best.”  This 
proposal grew out of frustration on the 
part of prospectors and miners over the 
lack of infrastructure implemented in 
Northern Manitoba compared to the 
southern part of the province.  Despite 
having numerous producing mines and 
becoming an economically viable 
region, an all-weather road did not 
reach Bakers Narrows (already 
connected to Flin Flon, 20 km 
northwest) until 1951.  As Lew pointed
out in his speech farmers in the south
did not understand the needs of the 

miners in the north, and vice versa.  At the time, Lew’s idea for Precambrian Province spread like 
wildfire in the North and received plenty of coverage in Western newspapers and even on the CBC. 
However, due to “Southern complacency”, the idea never gained enough traction to become a 
reality and faded from memory.  

All three men, Chris, James and Lew, 
continued to prospect for the rest of 
their careers, achieving success in 
various endeavours, mostly in 
Manitoba and Saskatchewan.  James 
also worked in Nevada, New Mexico, 
California and Colorado after moving 
to the US for health reasons.  But the 
Nor-Acme gold mine (New Britannia) 
was their greatest success. 

Various Membership Cards for Lew Parres, provided by his son 
and Ore Ganguer, Jim Parres.  
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James R. B. Parres (Jim), son of Lew Parres, was 
born 1941 near Timmins, ON.  Jim is a second-
generation Ore Ganguer.  After prospecting for 
more than a decade, Jim subsequently decided to 
attend university to obtain his BSc geology degree. 
Jim attended the U of S from 1970-73 and like his 
father, became an active member of the Ore 
Gangue throughout those years. Unlike most of his 
fellow geology majors who were attracted to the oil 
industry, he opted to continue the family tradition of 
mineral exploration.  Given the shoulder length, 
modestly kept, wavy, greasy hair of Jim, he was 
appropriately nicknamed “Grease”, and sometimes 
“Super Grease” given his size and personality.  He 
was a large presence on the Ore Gangue 
intramural hockey team (taking after his Dad) and 
heavily involved in OG “hijinks”, only a few of which 
can be recounted here.  Allan J. (AJ) Willy, a fellow 
student and later business associate, has recorded 
many OG stories about Jim: 

 

Back in 1970 to 1972, there are a couple of stories I 
recall regarding Jim Parres and the Ore Gangue.  
Most of us remember Jim as a mean guy on the ice playing for the Ore Gangue intramural team and 
quite a snowshoe expert winning a campus race.  Jim was also known for being a bit of a trickster 
and jokester, many times somewhat to the extreme. One time I was giving Jim a lift in my 57 Chevy 
perhaps to pick up Norma after work because his car was down. We were on Cumberland at 
College waiting for a red light to change green, so we could head west to downtown.  I was in the 
inner lane and waiting beside us in the outer lane was a fortyish woman behind the wheel who was 
quite involved in primping her hair and putting on lipstick. Jim, in the passenger seat, directly across 
from her, caught her attention and began flipping his greasy locks and pursing his lips pretending to 
apply lipstick. The light changed, and Jim urged me to pace this lady’s car, us in the inside lane and 
her outside, and he kept up his primping. This went on until we reached Hospital Drive and the very 
miffed lady turned off but not before she mouthed some not so nice words at Jim. 
 
Another story is when the Ore Gangue had an auction to raise money at a house that Rod Spooner 
and a few other Ore Ganguers resided in. I remember a few of us got some nice field stones from 
outside Saskatoon and Ernie allowed us to use his rock lab to cut them to make book ends.  As time 
was short, we couldn’t put real polish on them, so we used spray urethane! Typical of the Ore 
Gangue, the auction was to come after a warming up period of guzzling a few beers and other 
drinks to loosen the wills and wallets of our members and guests. At one point, I noticed a number of 
Ore Gangue guys heading to the basement. Curious, I went downstairs and there was a door and 
room at the far end of the basement, later I found out it was Rod’s bedroom.  I knocked on the door 
and there was Jim dressed in a suit and tie requesting a dollar from me.  What for? I said. To see  
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the risqué photos, AJ. Well, I’ve seen those types of photos before, Grease. Well, AJ, I guess you 
can see for free as you have been doing all that work on the book ends for auction. Jim was always 
enterprising, this time for the benefit of the Ore Gangue treasury. 

This story was related to me by Jim several times over the years. When Jim first came to the U of S 
geology department in the early fall of 1970, he had an early run in with “The Shadow “of the 
department, Dr. Fred Langford. Dr. Langford was known as “The Shadow” as almost every time you 
may make a comment about him or his class, good or bad, you would turn around and there he 
would be having taken in everything you said. Jim walked into the men’s washroom and Dr. 
Langford was standing at one of those big old-fashioned porcelain urinals. Jim said hi to him and 
walked a bit further on to pee into the long porcelain urinal beside the upright ones.  As Jim was 
urinating, he noticed Dr. Langford giving him the evil eye.  Dr. Langford left abruptly after he 
finished.  It was then Jim noticed that the long urinal had taps and spigots and was, well, it was a 
sink for washing your hands! 

AJ also provided a succinct summary of Jim’s work career: 

Jim, Wayne Manson and I were the only Ore Gangue members to wind up living in eastern Canada. 
Jim and I bumped into each other now and then at the Ontario Ministry of Northern Development 
and Mines Open Houses and the Prospector and Developers Association of Canada Conventions (I 
have been a PDAC member, currently lifetime, for 40 years and have attended that many 
conventions) in Toronto.  From about 1987 onwards I was involved with Jim writing national policy 
2A qualifying engineering reports (the forerunner to the national instrument 43-101 engineering 
reporting that followed Bre-X), supervising a diamond drill project on the winter ice of Athapapuskow 
Lake near Flin Flon, becoming a director of CopperQuest Ltd., one of Jim’s junior resource 
companies, and eventually becoming a founding Director, Secretary and VP Exploration of Jiminex 
Inc. in 2006. Jim had also been President of Edda Resources, a junior operating in Manitoba and 
Ontario. My experiences on the Dog and Pony Roadshows were memorable.  Jim would bring along 
his guitar and his stories and entertain potential shareholders while I would provide the boring facts. 
This combo was pretty successful in raising exploration dollars for Jiminex Inc.  

Cliff Herman is another Ore Ganguer who was at U of S at the same time as Jim (1970-73).  He 
contributed the following anecdotes: 

I have to say initially I viewed Jim as a daunting, rather intimidating individual, until I had the 
pleasure of spending reasonable time with him.  Based on stories from the man himself, Jim enjoyed 
life in a manner that the more sheltered farm boys at the U of S would have been apprehensive to 
step into.  He was a risk-taker who appeared to be limited only by his understanding of its liabilities.  
His capacity to shock as entertainment would sometimes bring tears of humor to many around 
him…, but not all! 
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I recall Jim’s ability to shock at the Sutherland Bar, in the 
Ore Gangue Coffee Room, or at the UBC Inter-Western 
University Geological Conference in 1973.  Jim and Norma 
flew out to Vancouver while the rest of us guys drove.  Jim 
came unbelievably well-coiffured in a dark, 3-piece suit, 
Norma in an unbelievable (wolf?) fur coat.  We’d never have 
expected this of Jim.  But it mattered not; Jim was not unlike 
most of the attending hard-rockers, participating in the 
apparent  “bunning” ritual of the Guest Speaker.  This year 
it was BC’s Minister of Mines.  Although in hindsight 
somewhat unfair to the Minister, this was a version of ‘70’s 
“free speech” afforded to geology students from across 
Western Canada, given the atrocious condition of the 
mining industry in the province at that time.  It was obvious 
Jim had played youth baseball.  And the previous night, his 
tossing of a plate of spaghetti on a table of chirping UBC 
engineers surprisingly assisted the security people’s effort 
to quieten down the inconsiderate unruly. 

Regarding the sport of Jim’s choice, hockey, he was a good skater and player but excelled as an 
enforcer, capable of settling scores where size was a factor in hurting his team member.  I recall Jim 
once saying, after a significant settling of scores, that he punched any unfamiliar face that popped 
up from the pile.  Between Keith Miles, Brad Taylor and Jim Parres, the Ore Gangue games were 
always full contact and certainly exciting to the contingent Ore Gangue spectators. 

Jim played the guitar with musical authority, ranging from rock to Bo Diddley!  He was certainly a 
positive contribution to weekend Ore Gangue parties, which frequently resulted in Wayne Manson 
(and others) being warned of eviction from their rented apartment.  But exclusivity of character did 
not go only to Jim; the Ore Gangue was well populated with meaningful, memorable members. 

There was an obvious soft side to Jim.  As a more mature guy who already had experience at 
operating a self-employed business, I recall Jim hiring Ore Ganguers, commonly married with family, 
to work in his A&A Records store in Saskatoon.   He did his best to accommodate friends with part-
time employment who really needing the income.  Jim also had a second-hand business where non-
expired food items occasionally were pawned.  He made a concerted effort to ensure Ore Gangue 
friends and their families were the low cost beneficiaries of these trades.  

Jim owned a Harley during university years and had done so for a very long time.  He was 
instrumental in my purchase of a BSA 650.  And although he liked to race, he absolutely taught a 
few Ore Ganguers, including yours truly, the importance of safe driving.  Jim was and continues to 
be a good friend to many in the Ore Gangue. 
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Jim Parres is a Renaissance Man.  In addition to being a successful mineral prospector and great 
hockey player, he is very musically talented. During the late 60s, he was drummer in a band, The 
Fallen Leaves (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=o2lH5l6ABBk).  He continued with his music 
throughout his life, even using it to help his business ventures, as noted in the previous paragraph. 
His style evolved into country/bluegrass and he is still performing today, commonly while he and his 
second wife, Audrey, enjoy winter months annually down in Texas.  

(https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5aj06aBgDKE,https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=FTyMSgOiO_4, https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UGVLAjA3Jbk&t=103s).    

Jim owned and ran a record store, A&A Records & Tapes, on 8th Ave during his time at U of S.  He 
tells the story of a break-in one night during which some stereo equipment was stolen.  A plate glass 
door was broken to gain entry to the store.  The police were able to follow a trail of blood drops to a 
nearby house, gain entry, save the perpetrator from bleeding to death and recover the equipment. 

Finally, Jim is an author.  He has co-authored two hard-covered historical prospect and mining 
books along with writer Marc Jackson: The Nor-Acme Gold Mine Story and Headframes, Happiness 
& Heartaches, and Jim has independently authored many articles.  At time of writing this article, Jim 
is working on a third such book, potentially available as early as mid-2019.  And Jim’s contributions 
for this piece were invaluable. 

The Parres Family (James, Lew and Jim) played a huge role in Ore Gangue history.  Brothers 
James and Lew were driving forces behind the establishment of the Ore Gangue, the oldest 
undergraduate society on campus.  Son Jim fully embraced his membership in the Ore Gangue, 
participating in any and all activities.  Some might say he was a legend in his own time.  U of S 
geology grads owe them a debt of gratitude for what they started, sustained and actively participated 
in during their respective times at the university. 

REFERENCES 

Books 

Headframes, Happiness & Heartaches; Mines of 
Manitoba by James R. B. Parres and Marc 
Jackson, 2009 

The Nor-Acme Gold Mine Story: From Gold 
Showing to Gold Flowing by James R. B. Parres 
and Marc Jackson, 2005 
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Newspaper Articles  

(from the Parres Family Archives, often undated and no record of which newspaper) 

New Society Begins with Dinner Dance, 1932 

Geologists Going Into Northland, 1934 

Geologists Set Out for Summer, 1934 

Saskatoon to Flin Flon by Water, 1934 

Radio Patient Reported Recovering, Edmonton, October 30, 1936 

Airman Leaves Ft. Smith To Bring Out Jim Parres, Fort Smith, N.W.T., November 6, 1936 

Jim Parres In Hospital, Fort Smith, N.W.T., November 7, 1936 

Geologist Arrives in Edmonton, Edmonton, November 8, 1936 

Pioneer Tenacity Pays Off After 25 Years, The Telegram, February 25, 1949 

Personal Communications 

(mostly from the Parres Family Archives, author and date stated when known) 

Rutherford Rink by James R. B. Parres, 2003 

The Rutherford Rink by Lew Parres, 2004 

The Precambrian Proposal by James R. B. Parres, August 2014 

Saskatoon Story (circa 1972-73) by James R. B. Parres 

Some Memories in regard to James R. B. Parres and Alfred Lewis Parres by Allan J. Willy, November 4, 
2018 

Personal Communication from Cliff Herman.  November 14, 2018 

Misc. 

Ore Gangue, 1936 

Remembering Rutherford Rink by Michael P. J. Kennedy, University of Saskatchewan, January 12, 2018 

Further reading under Appendix H: 

• Stories from Jim Parres
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By Jim Parres, written for Underground Press April 14/16  before attending the 
Vintage Reunion in 2016 

When I attended the University of Saskatchewan in Saskatoon back in 1970, it was to finish off my 
degree in geology that I had started at Brandon College in 1959.  Fortunately the U. of S. had 
accepted the transfer of my credits.  In the interim (1960 – 1970) I had worked for HBM&S in the 
smelter and zinc plant at Flin Flon, for Kerr Addison Exploration, and for my dad in the Timmins area 
and Northern Manitoba.  

My father and uncle had both attended the U. of S., mainly because the family lived in Saskatoon.  I 
graduated from the U. of S., and now one of our granddaughters, Triesta, is thinking seriously of 
going there.  She will be travelling to Saskatoon with her family this weekend to tour the campus and 
look closely at the Science Programs there. She has high hopes of being a Neuro Surgeon.   

Within the geology program there was a group called the “Ore Gangue” (play on words) of mostly 
guys, some chicks.  The Ore Gangue was involved in most campus sports, either as participants or 
fans.  We were a tight knit group and managed to help each other through the geology program. 
We would study together all night and hit the Sutherland bar for a nightcap.  Some of those nights 
were legendary.  I had many Saskatoon adventures. 

One night we had a tour of a local brewery that ended up in their hospitality room.  The bar keeper 
served us all a couple of brewskies and then advised that he had a hot date and wanted to leave. 
He said we could stay and finish up and the door would lock automatically behind us.  Before he left 
he filled up all the fridges.  Once he left, someone dug out their Swiss Army knife and the rest is 
history.  It was a “hang-dog” group of guys at class the next day. 

Just this week we got an email saying there would be an “Old Dogs” reunion in Calgary April 28th, 
2016.  Although I thought we’d all be friends for life, we all went our separate ways and haven’t 
thought much about the “gangue” for years. We have decided to partake in the reunion and are 
looking forward to seeing at least some of the old Ore Ganguers again. 

Mike Chorney, who operated a geophysical office in Flin Flon, at Schist Lake, later purchased by 
Jason Siegfried, was an Ore Ganguer, as was Dave Kennedy of the Flon.  I understand Walter 
Sedor, who was in a plane crash up on Tartan Lake back in 1960,  works for Mike (or did) down on 
the farm in Southern Saskatchewan. 

We have a daughter in Cochrane, Alberta, just west of Calgary, so it will make the trip worthwhile. 
We’ve been planning to see the granddaughters for several years now.  The younger granddaughter 
is actually involved in an important volley ball tournament that weekend.  We are really looking 
forward to cheering her on.  My wife has relatives there too.  I did the initial public offering for 
Jiminex Inc., with Leede Financial in Calgary circa 2007.  Leede has since (2015) amalgamated with 
Jones Gable of Toronto. 

It will be great to see some of our old Professors who are still alive and kicking.  Dr. Mel Stauffer, our 
Structural Prof., who we used to “cream” while playing boomball was always a great sport despite 
the attempts on his life.  Dr. Willie Braun, a Paleontologist who almost had a heart attack when I told 
him about the intruder in his office at 3 a.m., which turned out to be an “oil field industrial espionage” 
situation.  Braun was working in the summers for a Calgary based oil company and had all his work 
related results stored in his office. 

The People 
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John Anderson Thompson Grad 1936 

Photo taken in  the Thompson House. The photo was 
found in Geological Sciences basement. Back shown 
with names label. Author unknown.   
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Same picture from Jim Parres, labelled with additional details.  

 

Note: Comment from AJ Willy  

“Billie Cross is Jim Parres’ mother .  Stanley Malouf and Lew Parres both worked in the mines in the 
Timmins area after graduating, Lew being either a miner or geologist or both and Malouf being a shift 
boss/geologist . 

Note: Comment from Jim Parres ”That picture at Thompson’s house with my Dad and Mom, as well as 
Dr. Malouf, was in Timmins or Schumacher, when Malouf and my Dad both worked the Coniaurum 
gold mine in Schumacher next to the mighty McIntyre.” 

731 May 2019



The Original Ore Gangue & First Graduates 

John Anderson Thompson Grad 1936 

The People 

732 May 2019



The People 

The Original Ore Gangue & First Graduates 

John Anderson Thompson Grad 1936 

733 May 2019



  

 

The Original Ore Gangue & First Graduates 

John Anderson Thompson Grad 1936 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The People 

734 May 2019



The People 

The Original Ore Gangue & First Graduates 

Jack Browning Grad 1939 

Quoted From: https://www.apega.ca/about-apega/media-room/past-presidents/1983-john-browning/ 

1983: John M. (Jack) Browning, P. Geol., FEC (Hon.) 

Jack Browning was born in Saskatoon in 1917. He received a B.A. in geology 
in 1939 from the University of Saskatchewan and an honorary doctorate of 
laws from the University of Calgary in 1990. From 1943-45 Browning served 
as a member of the Royal Canadian Artillery and Royal Canadian Air Force. 

Browning had a distinguished career in the petroleum industry. He served as 
president and vice-chair of Canadian operations and major world projects for 
Tenneco, president of Prodeco Oil & Gas Company (the largest German 
drilling fund) and as a consultant to a number of international projects with 
public companies and the World Bank. He was also president of J.M. 
Browning Consultants Limited prior to retirement. 

His participation in various professional associations included: member of the Canadian Society of 
Petroleum Geologists from 1949, director of the board of governors of the Canadian Petroleum 
Association, life member of the American Association of Petroleum Geologists, and a founding 
member of the Oil Scouts. He was named an honorary fellow of Engineers Canada in 2009. He was 
also a distinguished lecturer at 35 universities and societies in Canada and the United States. 

Browning was first elected to APEGGA council in 1976 and subsequently served on the executive 
as second vice-president (1981), first vice-president (1982) and president (1983). A member of the 
association since 1967, his involvement also included serving on university liaison, regulatory and 
advisory committees. 

In 1984, he was granted Honorary Life Membership in APEGGA and subsequently received the L.C. 
Charlesworth Professional Service Award (1994) for his service to the association. Browning died in 
November 2009. 

• Petroleum Industry Oral History Project Transcript interview with Jack, July
1983 called: PIOHP_Browning_Jack.PDF

• The Oil Business - Then, Not Now! By Jack Browning called: 1997-06phs Jack
Browning.PDF

Note: Jack Browning was the banquet guest speaker at the WIUGC 1991 in 
Saskatoon.  

Taken from: Field Notes The story of the Canadian Society 

of Petroleum Geologists. By David Finch 

Further Reading under Appendix H:
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Glenbow Archives: Stan Harding 1942 

Title: 
Stan Harding fonds 

Date(s): 
[ca. 1935-1990] 

Physical Description: 
1 m of textual records 

History: 
Stanley Russell Lauck Harding, 1912-1996, was born on a farm in Saskatchewan and attended public and 
normal school in Regina. He taught school for several years and worked for the YMCA. He attended the 
University of Saskatchewan and graduated with a BSc in 1942. He then earned an MSc at McGill University 
and began work as a geologist with Imperial Oil. In 1952 he joined Sproule Associates and worked for clients 
all over Western and northern Canada, as well as in Brazil and Poland. In 1951 he was president of the 
Alberta Society of Petroleum Geologists and he was also active with several other petroleum societies. He 
married Jean Coutts, ?-1974, and they had three children, Douglas, Richard, and Margaret (Shone). He later 
married Lois Fry. For further information see Aubrey Kerr's article, "S. R. L. (Stan) Harding (1912-1996)" in 
Bulletin of Canadian Petroleum Geology. -- vol. 44, no. 3 (September 1996), p. 592-593. 

Scope and Content: 
The fonds consists of university notes, correspondence regarding YMCA work, slides of geological field trips, 
and papers relating to the Alberta Society of Petroleum Geologists. 

Source of Acquisition: 
Gift of Richard Harding and Margaret Shone, 2000. 

Language: 
The material is in English.Project (RCT-145-16 and M-4211-6), at Glenbow. 
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Glenbow Archives: Jack Porter 1946 

Title: 
Jack Porter fonds 

Date(s): 
[ca. 1935-1984] 

Physical Description: 
70 photographs. -- 4 audio cassettes 

History: 
John W. "Jack" Porter, 1922-2018, was born in Saskatoon, Saskatchewan where he was educated. He 
graduated from the University of Saskatchewan in 1946 with a degree in geology. Porter first worked as a 
geologist for the Saskatchewan Department of Natural Resources. He joined Rio Bravo Oil Company in 1948 
in Regina and was transferred to Calgary, Alberta in 1959. Canadian Superior Oil hired him as their chief 
geologist the following year and he remained with the company until retirement. Porter authored or co-
authored numerous technical papers for the American Association of Petroleum Geologists, American 
Journal of Science, Philosophical Transactions of the Royal Society of London and Bulletin of the Canadian 
Society of Petroleum Geologists. He was also a Fellow of the Geological Society of America and the 
Geological Association of Canada. A keen historian, he was a founder (and now Honourary Director) of the 
Petroleum History Society and Chair of the History and Archives Committee of the Canadian Society of 
Petroleum Geologists. He has written many historical articles and the book A Backward Glance : A History of 
Canadian Superior Oil Ltd. / J. W. Porter. -- Calgary : Canadian Superior Oil, 1986. 

Scope and Content: 
The fonds consists of photographs of petroleum industry activities and personnel in Alberta and 
Saskatchewan. Also consists of a recorded interview with Porter regarding his career. 

Source of Acquisition: 
Gift of Jack Porter, 1971-1990. 

Language: 
The material is in English. 

The People 
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George McLeod Grad 1951 

By Marc Charest 

A Giant of the North American Oil Patch Has Left Us 

The personality of George John McLeod (1929-2018) looms large in 
the Canadian and American oil patches, and his passing in January 
of 2018 was noted on both sides of the border. This gentleman has 
garnered numerous well deserved awards over a long and 
illustrious career that spanned 65 years (1951-2016), slightly shorter 
than his 67-year marriage to his wife Elizabeth. George was a 
brilliant geologist and mentor but was also a noted philanthropist, 
and is “chiefly remembered ... for his generous spirit”. He 
professionally and personally, often anonymously, helped countless 
people. George and Elizabeth’s large family include four children, 
nine grandchildren and two great-grandchildren.  

George held a special affection for his time and the mentorship he 
got at the University of Saskatchewan, from which he graduated 
with an Honours B. A. degree in geology in 1951. He was a member 
of the Ore Gangue, as later were his son, Lachlan (graduated 
1980), and son-in-law, Rick Merkel, who is married to Meredith 
McLeod. In the announcement of his passing at the age of nearly 89 

years, people were asked, if they so desired, to make a donation to the Ore Gangue Alumni Bursary 
in George’s name, demonstrating the esteem he had for the venerable Department of Geological 
Sciences and its Geology Club.  

George was born and raised in Saskatoon, and attended Nutana 
Collegiate, a public High School in the heart of the city. After 
graduating from the University of Saskatchewan, George worked 
with Canadian Superior of California, Trident Drilling, U. S. Mining 
and Smelting, Canadian Devonian and Samedan Oil of Canada. 
George joined Samedan Oil in 1960. American Samedan had 
established a Canadian office in 1958. In these early years, he held 
the post of Division Geologist. In 1963, he became Samedan’s 
Chief Geologist. In 1973, he was promoted to Vice-President of 
Samedan’s parent company, Noble Affiliates, which had just been 
set up (see below) and was based in Ardmore, Oklahoma. George 
rose to become president and CEO of Noble Affiliates in 1984, at 
age 54, a position from which he retired in 1986 (2003 Petroleum 
Hall of Fame biography). Also in 1984, George received the Wall 
Street Transcript’s gold award for excellence in the oil and gas 
producers industry. When he was at the helm of Samedan Canada, 
he “broke new ground with numerous discoveries in central Alberta 
and northeastern BC.” (2003 Petroleum Hall of Fame biography). Significant oil and gas discoveries 
were made in the 1970s, particularly in Alberta. By 1985, Samedan had “extensive production” in 
that province. 

Graduation Picture, from 
Brennen Hosegood. 

George on Campus 1949. Photo 
from Brennen Hosegood, 
George’s great-nephew. 
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But George was not finished with the oil patch in 1986. When he returned to Calgary, he formed 
Geolock Resources with his son Lachlan. He also founded Steel Holdings. Thirty years later, 
George reluctantly retired from “active participation” in Geolock in 2016. Outside of geology, George 
had a passion for flying his Cessna 182, a compliment to his love of travelling. 

Independent Samedan Oil was formed in 1932 by Lloyd Noble, to explore for and develop oil and 
gas deposits in southern Oklahoma. A predecessor of Samedan drilled its first well in Oklahoma in 
1921, and was among the first oil drillers in Alberta’s Turner Valley Field in 1928. The name 
Samedan comes from the names of Mr. Noble’s children: Sam, Ed and Ann (not from the medieval 
town of Samedan in the canton of Graubünden in eastern Switzerland!). In the early 1970s, Noble 
Affiliates was set up as a holding company to own, among others, principal subsidiary Samedan Oil 
Corporation and a drilling company, Noble Drilling, which was spun-off in 1985. In 1972, Noble 
Affiliates became public. In 2002, the company changed its name to Noble Energy, having 
diversified into the production of methanol and electricity, and moved its headquarters from 
Ardmore, Oklahoma to Houston, Texas.  

In 1985, George’s generous philanthropic side 
was prominently displayed when his company’s 
Foundation provided funds to support the 
creation of the George J. McLeod Chair in 
Geology at U. of S. Most of the $1.0 million fund 
was provided through a $700,000 donation from 
the Noble Foundation, while the remaining 
$300,000 was from non-operating funds provided 
by the university. The private Samuel Roberts 
Noble Foundation, named in memory of Lloyd 
Noble’s father, was established in 1945 by Lloyd 
Noble. George, through his style of management 
and leadership, “contributed substantially to the success of the Foundation.” (Saskatoon Star 
Phoenix, February 27, 1985). On the occasion of the formal presentation of the endowment for the 
Chair, George in turn paid tribute to his university professors, who helped him discover a passion for 
geology, notably oil and gas exploration.  

The 1985-1987 period was marked by a major downturn in the oil patch, and Noble Affiliates were 
able to flourish through that dark period by increasing production “based strictly on the development 
of known fields.” (The Oklahoman, October 6, 1985). One bright spot for the U of S Department of 
Geological Sciences during that time, which was marked by “sharply declining” enrolments in 
geology and geophysics, was the establishment of the aforementioned George J. McLeod Chair. 
The first occupant of that chair was a young geochemist, Dr Robert W. Kerrich, from 1987 until his 
untimely passing in 2013 at the age of 64. 

The People 

Star Phoenix, Sept 27, 1985. PDF article is under 
Appendix B Other Publications.  
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Another positive event in the spring of 1986 was when the 
Department began moving into its new digs on campus. 

George McLeod’s and Samedan’s generosity also 
included the sponsorship and hosting of a number of 
students to go on Oklahoma and Texas field trips in the 
dead of the Canadian winter, in 1980 and 1986. These 
“Geotours” were run during Spring (as perversely defined 
in Saskatchewan) Break, fuelled by a thirst for knowledge 
(and beer). Most of the participants had never traveled in 
a private jet either. Participating in the 1980 adventure 
that crossed one province and six states was George’s 
son Lachlan. A highlight of that 1980 week was the visit to 
a Noble rig in the Gulf of Mexico, probably a new and 
unforgettable experience for all. For you don’t see many 
offshore rigs in Saskatchewan, even though we build 
them in the Moosejaw shipyards (just kidding). The 1986 
expedition was again partly fuelled by alcohol. The group 
made its way from Saskatoon to Ardmore, in a large tour 
bus instead of vans this time, and from that point the 
students were the guests of George and Samedan. 
Despite a focus on eating and drinking in the field trip 
write-up, Samedan’s generosity and expertise impressed 
the young Canadians who would be future explorers and 
developers of oil and gas resources.  

The Oil Patch continued to bestow well-deserved honours on George MacLeod. In 1993, he was 
inducted into the Saskatchewan Oil Patch Hall of Fame, and in 2003 George was made a member 
of the Canadian Petroleum Hall of Fame. The Saskatchewan Oil Patch Hall of Fame had its first 
inductees in 1989, and over a 28-year period (honours are bestowed every 2 years) has had 95 
inductees (including only 4 women!). Biannual inductees numbers range between 4 (2017) and 9 
(1989).The Canadian Petroleum Hall of Fame was formed in 1997, and in its first 20 years of 
existence has honoured 158 individuals (again including only 4 women). The numbers of yearly 
inductees range from 20 in 1997, to as few as three in 2015. No nominations took place in 2017 due 
to “tough times” in the industry. At the end of September 2018, six inductees had been announced 
for 2018, including a woman, Joy Romero, a VP at Canadian Natural Resources Ltd. 

M. Charest, September 2018

There is a saying in the Calgary Oil Patch: “What do you call a petroleum geologist, geophysicist or engineer from 

Saskatchewan? You call him or her Boss.” The author of the present article has had, in his last employment, a Boss, in 

fact three, which have graduated from U of S. Two of these were ... hard-working women.  

Oklahoma 1986. Photos from Carey 
Galeschuk. See Student Travels for write-
ups on the 1980 and 1986 field trip. 
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Further Reading under Appendix B:

• 1985-09 StarPhoenix million dollars Noble Foundation.PDF

• Speech by Dr Caldwell_Noble Foundation_George McLeod_Sept26'85.PDF

• 

Further Reading online: 

• http://www.legacy.com/obituaries/calgaryherald/obituary.aspx?n=george-john-
mcleod&pid=187903529&fhid=6135

• http://www.canadianpetroleumhalloffame.ca/george-mcleod.html

This Publication mentioning George McLeod: 

• Oklahoma 1980

• Oklahoma 1986

• Spring Banquet 1991

• The Profs: Rob Kerrich

The People 

Lloyd Flood, grad 1949, and George 
McLeod, grad 1951. Street Photo in 
Saskatoon. Photo from Brennen Hosegood. 
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Murray Pyke Grad 1956 

Quoted from: https://news.usask.ca/articles/general/2012/calgary-family-creates-murray-w-pyke-
chair-with-largest-donation-in-college-of-arts-and-science-history.php

The University of Saskatchewan announced the 
establishment of the Murray W. Pyke Chair in Geological 
Sciences as a result of a significant gift from the Pyke 
family of Calgary. The donation is both the largest ever 
received by the Department of Geological Sciences and 
by the College of Arts and Science. 

The announcement was made at a private event Oct. 4 in 
Calgary. U of S President Ilene Busch-Vishniac was in 
attendance and addressed the crowd, "The chairholder will 
be a valuable addition to the College of Arts and Science 

and the university as a whole, helping to advance our ambitious research plans for the University of 
Saskatchewan."  

U of S alumnus Murray Pyke was a prominent figure in minerals and petroleum exploration 
in Canada, and was founder, executive and director of Comaplex Resources and Bonterra 
Energy. Pyke passed away on May 6, 2009 at the age of 75. 

The gift was initiated by Murray's wife, Norma, and his children David, Jackie, Randall and James, to 
reflect his interest in hard rock geology and his dedication to his alma mater. Pyke obtained 
his bachelor's and master's degrees in Geological Science from the U of S in 1956 and 
1958, respectively. 

Daughter Jackie Pyke remarked, "putting this chair together has been a wonderful experience for 
our family and reflects dad's love for academics and science. It is recognition for what his life taught 
us to work hard at what you love to do, and always give back." 

The chair is expected to have numerous positive impacts by recognizing and supporting 
an accomplished scholar with a preference for hard rock geology, as well as attracting new 
students and faculty in the field of Geological Sciences. Murray Pyke was passionate about 
Northern Canada and the Arctic, and it is hoped that the chairholder will undertake research that 
offers opportunities to engage Aboriginal partners and communities in these regions. It is 
anticipated that a search for a candidate will begin in autumn 2012. 

President Busch-Vishniac noted the impact of the chair on the university's culture and across 
the prairies moving forward, "as our university embarks on our second century of discovery, we 
will continue to build a dynamic research culture that enriches the academic experience for 
our students, creates new knowledge across a broad array of disciplines, and helps improve 
the economic, social and cultural vitality of our region, Western Canada and beyond." 

Close to 8,500 U of S graduates live in the Calgary area, making this the largest alumni 
population outside of Saskatoon and a special place to make this important announcement. 
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Murray Pyke Grad 1956 

Quoted from: http://calgaryherald.remembering.ca/obituary/murray-pyke-1933-2009-1065706280 

PYKE , Murray William June 25, 1933 - May 6, 2009 Murray William Pyke, beloved husband of 
Norma Pyke of Calgary, passed away on Wednesday, May 6, 2009 at the age of 75 years. Murray 
was a founder, executive and director of Comaplex Resources and Bonterra Energy, both of 
Calgary. A prominent figure in minerals and petroleum exploration in Canada, Murray spent many 
summers in the bush mapping the Canadian Precambrian Shield in northern Saskatchewan, the 
Northwest Territories and Nunavut. This work reflected his love of the outdoors, satisfied his 
scientific intellect and nurtured a deep respect for the indigenous peoples of Canada whom he 
worked and lived with during those years. Murray was a graduate of the University of Saskatchewan 
obtaining his BSc and MSc degrees and was an outstanding varsity athlete excelling in many sports. 
He was actively involved with the YMCA for over fifty years, serving on the board, instructing classes 
and was known for his legendary morning workouts. Murray will also be remembered for his great 
stories, generosity and natural ability as a host by all who knew him. He will be deeply missed by 
family and friends, and will continue to be an inspiration to all.  

The People 

From: "jolifou" 
 TW - believe this was at Pete Club 5 to 8 years ago, announcing Murray Pyke 
chair of geology.  Murray died some months before his company (founded with George Fink) was sold to 
Aginco Eagle in a 3/4 B$ deal!  His family sponsored a chair at U. of S. 

Left to right - Norm Wardlaw, Carol Wardlaw, Owen Miedema (deceased), 
Maureen Gagnon, Paul Gagnon, Kennan Kaufmann (Bill's daughter), Pat Marcotte (deceased), Carol 
Evans, Keith Evans, Mr. & Mrs. Murray Roed. 
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Patrick Kayumbu Mazimhaka 1948-2018 

Patrick came to Saskatoon from Uganda to do advanced 
studies in sedimentology. Patrick was interviewed in the 
From Rocks to Riches Department History Video.  

See Appendix A:  Janzen and 
Kupsch_1986_AppA_History_Rocks to Riches Video 
transcript. PDF for transcript of that video.  

Patrick was doing a PhD with Hugh Hendry 
on the sedimentology of the Martin Group in 
the Uranium City area  

He was involved with teaching Geology labs 
such as 2nd year Sedimentology. One of his 
lab students was Carey Galeschuk who 
remembers Patrick.  

“My personal story is to take you back to a 
small hotel room in Flin Flon where I had 
been hired to work for HBED. During that 
time, the Rwanda Crisis was on. I was sort 

of half watching and listening to the news as From The Concentrates, 1985-1986 
I ate my cold can of cream corn. The news 
was interviewing the liberation leader that had recently defeated the forces in Rwanda and liberated 
the Rwanda people and I thought the voice sounded familiar. I looked up and there was Patrick my 
sedimentology lab instructor dressed in military apparel.  He had left the safety of Saskatoon to take 
up the cause and help with the situation in Rwanda. He later became the president of the African 
Union. His wife also received her PhD from Saskatoon. “ 

Patrick left for Rwanda before finishing his PhD. He  passed away in January of 2018. 

His wife  (https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jolly_Mazimhaka) completed a PhD in English at the 
UofS, and she is now a senior administrator at the University of Rwanda. Also, one of their children, 
Joan, is apparently well-respected in the Rwandan community for her work with women 
entrepreneurs.  

Screen shot from the From Rocks to Riches 
Department History Video.  
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Patrick Kayumbu Mazimhaka 1948-2018 

Further Reading online: 

• http://www.theeastafrican.co.ke/rwanda/News/Rwandan-
liberation-icon-Mazimhaka-dies/1433218-4279126-cr75hx/
index.html

• https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Patrick_Mazimhaka

• https://www.newtimes.co.rw/section/read/228333

• http://en.igihe.com/news/fare-thee-well-patrick-

mazimhaka.html

The People 

Any other Alumni of Interest? Send 

the story to us and we will collect it 

for the Archives. 

Patrick Mazimhaka, February 
2009. From Wikipedia.  
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The contributor section includes people who have helped bring this project together. If you see any 
of them, make sure you thank them for helping make this project a success.  

They are sorted by First Name in alphabetical order. Due to formatting, there were some exceptions 
for the alphabetical order. 

Alicia Bjarnason PGeol. MA  

University of Saskatchewan 2000 – BSc. Honours Geology 

University of Calgary 2018 – MA Geography  

Alicia is passionate about enhancing innovative thought and diversity to the 
energy sector in Alberta. After 15 years as an exploration geoscientist, Alicia 
returned to school and received a master’s in Human Geography - with a 
focus on corporate culture, diversity and inclusion. Alicia has won multiple 
awards for her work, including a Queen Elizabeth Scholarship and an Alberta 
Graduate Citizenship Award. She was also nominated in 2017 as a Women of 
Inspiration. Alicia is an active volunteer for various STEM (Science, 

Technology, Engineering and Math) related projects and sits on many boards and committees, 
including as a member of the Women in APEGA Advisory Board. Alicia has been a member of 
AWSN since 2013. AWSN is an umbrella organization that supports STEM programing in Alberta 
with a focus on recruitment, retention and recognition of underrepresented groups. She has held the 
positions of Member at Large, Vice President, Co-President and now President. In 2015 Alicia 
helped to secure a Status of Women Canada Grant and initiated the AWSN Work Re-engagement 
program. This program investigated the struggles professional STEM women have when re-
engaging back into the workforce after an extended leave. She continues to lead the greater team 
initiative as the Program Director. Alicia is also a proud mother of two elementary aged children. She 
enjoys teaching geology in their classrooms, and helping bring in science based programing. 
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Allan  Willy 

From Allan “I didn’t really get active in the Ore Gangue until 1972 as I was still 
socializing with my Swift Current friends, many of whom attended the U of S. I 
was unusual in that I started U of S 1965-66 thinking I would be a chemist but my 
marks here were not so good!  I took a year off and then returned determined 

to try every science until I found one I liked.  I guess you could say that Dr. Mel 
Stauffer lured me in to studying geology with his Geology 101 course. Well going 
from Geology 101 to second year 

geology with Dr. Coleman’s almost impossible Mineralogy and Petrology 1 
including crystallography with those darn miller indices, was like going from the 

cool counter into the frying pan.  That year, doing okay but failing Min and Pet 1, I went off into the 
bush with Dr. W G Q Johnston of the Sask. 

Geol. Survey and after that off to Europe with a friend to skip another year of studies. By the way I 
wrote a supplemental exam in Dr. Coleman’s class in the bush with Dr. Johnston invigilating working 
on his maps in the bugs whilst I wrote in my tent, me visible behind a netted mosquito door and a 
bear Dr. Johnston shot the night before ripening in the sun before we could dispose of it after I had 
finished the exam.  Other senior geology students warned me that Dr. Coleman NEVER passed a 
supplemental exam and they were correct. I failed even though I was sure I did very well this time 
around! I went on to pass his course later on. It was in that 2nd year my nickname of AJ was given 
to me by Keith Smith because I did not sign my lab assignments with my full name.  I returned in 
1970 after a winter stint on a Mackenzie Delta seismic crew and a summer stint out of Rankin Inlet 
and Baker Lake NWT as junior geological assistant.   I took the Zortman field camp in the spring of 
1971 followed by a summer mapping in Southern BC for Granby Mining. I finished off at the U of S 
in Spring 1972 went East, got married, got divorced and returned to U of S for the 1975-76 
academic year to join John Pearson in being the first two students to enter Dr. Caldwell’s post-
graduate diploma program in geological sciences.  John was returning because he wanted to get 
married and me because I was getting divorced and we shared an outer office in the rock mechanics 
lab. We made a very odd couple of one so much in love and one so much in hate.  I went to John’s 
wedding in Kindersley and gave him and Rena a sympathy card...it was a joke!  Both John and I 
both graduated from the Diploma  program  but  John  went  on  for  a  masters  in  geology  and  I 
went  back  to  hard  rock exploration initially for uranium in Saskatchewan and Manitoba.  Through 
this mixed up stint at the U of S from 1965 to 1976 I came to know many Ore Ganguers of different 
ages from them initially simply being class mates in the earlier years to friends and socializing buds 
in the Ore Gangue during later years.   

Allan is now retired and living in Toronto, Ontario with his wife Dawne Warner. They have a grown 
daughter, Stephanie Warner, living and working in the Greater Toronto Area. Allan is a lifetime 
member of the Association of Professional Engineers and Geoscientists of Saskatchewan, a lifetime 
member of the Prospectors and Developers Association of Canada, a lifetime member of the 
Canadian Institute of Mining and Metallurgy, and an active member of the Professional Engineers of 
Ontario, the Geological Association of Canada and the Toronto Geological Discussion group. 
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William (Bill) Kaufmann 

 

I was born on a farm near the villages of Pangman and Khedive, 100 
kms south of Regina. I attended one room school, with four grades 
and one teacher throughout my grade one to twelve years. I credit my 
high school teacher and parents for providing the incentive to further 
my education. While my first love was aviation, I was not able to gain 
admittance to a military college and accordingly opted for my second 
interest…..history and the petroleum industry. A curious mix, but the 
ultimate history is that of the earth, geology………. and the petroleum 
is part of that continuum.  

The Geology Department during my tenue at U of S (1955 -61) was 
located  in the Engineering Building. Dr. James Mawdsley was the 
department head. He was a hard rock specialist; a spit and polish, ex 
WW I military perfectionist. Others on the staff included Professor 

Edmunds, a stratigraphic, soft rock specialty with a deep English accent and an endearing rumpled 
appearance but lectures were as dry as burnt toast. Dr. Walter Kupsch was a Pleistocene and 
paleontology specialist and a stickler for correct English; a nightmare for the geological engineers. 
Dr. Rod Byers a petrology and hardrock specialist; a dapper dresser and had no patience for 
mediocrity; an A on his exams was a rarity.                                             

 Just prior to my post graduate years, two refreshing young Scotsmen joined the staff, Dr. Wardlaw 
and Dr. Caldwell. These new educators brought fresh and enthusiastic, less formal approach to the 
Department and motivated many of us to “hang around” and obtain Masters and Doctorial degrees. 
They in fact became part of our social scene.  

I became active in the Ore Gangue in the later stages of my tenure. As I recall, I was on the board at 
one time as the P.R. person which I believe instigated the entry of an ambitious float in the annual 
home coming parade; we won first prize  !!! …… there are pictures of same in the Ore Gangue 
archives which I recently contributed.  

Field excursion to Little Rockies and Zortman as I recall were in the early stages. It was more of a 
big beer bust rather than a serious geological learning experience with hungover neo geologist 
trying to stay focused on the geological lessons at hand. It was on one of these trips that the Grey 
Goose or Blue Goose trophy came into being, at the expense of a student who had imbibed in 
something more potent that beer and did a lot of “honking” at the side of the road and ended up 
briefly in hospital. To add to matters, one of our group also found himself upon sobering up to be in 
the local “crowbar inn”.  

Student geologists in these years were blessed with opportunities to obtain summer jobs in the field 
of geology with oil and mineral industry and with Geological Survey of Canada and provincial 
Surveys. I secured summer jobs with GSC (mountains between Banff and Jasper; pack horse 
supported) where I had the pleasure of meeting and working briefly with Dr. Helen Belyea, one of 
Canada’s early (and outstanding) female Geologists. I had the misfortune of a nasty tumble in a 
climbing incident on this field party, resulting in injuries and missing the succeeding University year.                     
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The following several summers involved working for Imperial Oil (wellsite geologist, Saskatchewan), 
Shell Oil (surface geology in southeast B.C., helicopter supported),  M & S Petroleum (exploration 
manager, Saskatchewan). These summer jobs totalld about 1.5 years of experience by the time I 
graduated with a Masters degree.    

Upon graduation in 1961, I joined Shell Oil in Edmonton office and was assigned a field party that 
summer, in the Northwest Territories and Yukon. After that particular summer, while all great 
experiences, I decided it was time to forsake living in tents each summer and accordingly was 
assigned to research carbonate studies within the Shell’s Edmonton office. A position with Tenneco 
Oil and Minerals became available in 1963 and we moved to Calgary. I was assigned an exploration 
area in the Williston Basin in Saskatchewan; as luck would have it, the first drilling recommendation I 
made resulted in the discovery of the Handsworth field, a modest size oil Mississippian sub-crop 
trap. I supervised the geological portion of the wellsite operation myself, so experienced that great 
occasion of creating a prospect, sitting the well and having it come to fruition. After a few years, I 
made the decision to pursue a management role and made a move into the production department, 
heading up a geological engineering group whose mandate was involving production and reservoir 
engineering data along with geology to extend known production and development of exploration 
discoveries; a vital piece of management and technical experience which served me well in later 
years.  

 Over the next succeeding phases of my career, the name plate on the door changed to CDC Oil 
and Gas when Tenneco sold us to the Canada Development Corporation. The name changed again 
when CDC purchased Elf Aquitaine Canada and changed the name to Canterra Energy, where I  
became Senior V.P. Exploration  Canada and President of Canterra Inc (USA) and Chairman Board 
for Canterra Egypt. My team at Canterra along with PetroCanada  discovered the Terra Nova Field, 
offshore Newfoundland, an accumulation of several hundred million barrels…. another exciting time 
in my industry experience.  

Husky Energy purchased Canterra in 1981. I decided to make a career change and became  Chief 
Operating Officer of the Calgary Chamber of Commerce, a position I held for over six years. 

In the succeeding years, I engaged in several years of consulting, combining same with corporate 
and not for profit board work, including such entities as Mannville Oil and Gas, Rider Resources, 
Heritage Oil Corp, Rotary Club, University of Calgary Senate and Board of Governors, University 
Technology International, Bow Valley College Board of Governors, Calgary Aerospace Museum, 
McMahon Stadium Society and others.  

While I question if I was worthy, I was inducted into the Saskatchewan Petroleum Industry Hall of 
Fame in 1994. 

In summary the University of Saskatchewan,  the Geology Department and the pride of being an 
Ore Ganguester  provided me  with a great education  and my family with a rewarding and 
interesting career; I would do it all over again !  
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Cliff Herman 

 

Born and raised on a small mixed farm near Beaver Creek just 
south of Saskatoon, winter months included Saturday’s Hockey 
Night in Canada watched on the family’s first black and white 
console TV.  It was a family event.  Little did Cliff know then it 
would impact the future of his adult career.  Esso was the sponsor 
of North American pro hockey circuit at that time.  Esso’s 
commercial promoter was Murray Westgate.  One particular 
evening the theme happened to be “Where does gasoline come 
from?”  The short documentary commercial heralded the 
importance of Exploration Geologists, and after several later 
conversations about it with his father, a plan to investigate pretty 
much was established.  Preceded by a few early distractions 
along the way, petroleum geology ultimately took the lead for 
Cliff’s intended career path, which he acknowledges was thanks in 
part to Murray Westgate!  However, full credit for his opportunity to become a geologist goes to Dr. 
Norman Wardlaw, Acting Head of the Department during Dr. Byers’ medical leave in summer and 
fall of 1970. Cliff had been enlisted right out of high school as an Officer Cadet of the CDN Armed 
Forces.  As part of his sponsored first year of university through the Regular Officer’s Training Plan 
(ROTP), he actually had not included a geology course while emphasizing a Physics Honors 
curriculum. But following summer ‘boot camp’ and ultimately an ‘honorable discharge’, in preparation 
for second year university Cliff met with Dr. Wardlaw in August.  Dr. Wardlaw agreed to allow 1st 
and 2nd year geology classes to be taken concurrently.  Apparently this was unusual in the 
Sciences; Cliff attributes his consequential good fortune to the character of a gentleman with 
authority who could see the broader picture.  Later that year unfortunately Dr. Wardlaw left the U of 
S to fill a widely advertised position at the U of C to become their new Head of the Geo-Sciences 
Dept.  To Cliff, Dr. Wardlaw is one of his career heroes.   

 

The Ore Gangue was an EVENT in TIME for Cliff.  The cross section of characters within its 
membership was exciting, influential and positively invigorating.  He had the sincere pleasure of 
being the Ore Gangue’s Treasurer for 2 years (1971-73).  Part of the thrill included the O.G. hockey 
team, as a spectator. They did well in intramurals but were particularly impressive in their physical 
nature of play.  The team had a long, large and lasting support group from the stands, of which Cliff 
was frequently one!  The Ore Gangue spirit was absolutely second to none on campus, to a point 
that many outsiders introduced as friends of members made an effort to be part of it for social gain.  
Guitar strumming members made weekend nights fun and memorable.  And as a consequence of its 
spirit, many of the Alumni from the 1969-73 era have maintained friendships, long term contact with 
one another, and have benefited each other through common business.  And Cliff extends credit to 
the professorship of the department who greatly benefited all Geo-Science students then and later.  
The promotion of Dr. Caldwell to Head of the Dept, circa 1972, was a boon to the Department’s on-
campus recognition and political strength.  And within the department, the Ore Gangue benefited 
from the constant addition of his scholarly ‘British’ humor, mutual appreciation and offering favorable 
support of the Ore Gangue thereby extending a positive balance in the Club’s cross-campus 
recognition. 
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Cliff experienced quite an interesting career path modification thanks to Canada Post temporarily 
losing in the mail a fulltime offer extended from the O&G Company he’d worked at during the 
previous summer, Westcoast Petroleum Ltd. It arrived 4 work days AFTER the firm deadline to 
respond.  This significantly changed his career path of opportunity in 1973, from the prospect of 
working in downtown Calgary as an Exploration Geologist to eventually working as a Wellsite 
Consulting Geologist and Engineer.  As a young guy at the time, it wasn’t easy to recognize that this 
glitch actually would become a tremendous benefit, thanks to field experience gained while working 
as a combined wellsite engineer and geologist for 3 arduous years on drilling rigs throughout 
Western Canada.  In 1976 he broached the start of an office career in Calgary, and was employed 
by various O&G Companies as an Exploration and Development Geologist until 1999.  At that time 
his career path returned to consulting, initially as a Regional Prospect Exploration Geologist which 
unexpectedly took a very different but positive direction. Rio Alto Exploration  had encountered a 
CRA audit resulting in a difficult Canadian Exploration Expense (CEE) tax liability due to past Flow-
Through’s.  Cliff was offered an opportunity to innovatively break new ground, to deal with this 
problem at a technical level, and this ultimately resulted in an impressive post-audit outcome for the 
client.  It became apparent that a technical knowledge with a background in field operations and 
E&D processes was an ideal fit in dealing with punitive CEE tax audits of either corporate or Flow- 
Through tax categories.  Since much of the O&G Industry then filed CEE taxes similarly, and 
generally were based on certain incorrect data, Cliff incorporated in 2000AD a niche CEE tax 
consulting company (CH Tax Conversions Inc.) to advise and/or counter a multitude of negative 
audit results by CRA.  As of late 2018, approximately 85 clients have benefited, with a cumulative 
client post-tax gain of slightly under $1 Billion.  His consulting company continues to operate, 
helping to shelter O&G Industry clients from tax audits that almost consistently inappropriately 
identify a proportion of tax disqualifications that are reversible.  Cliff speaks highly of those who 
continue to work with him, all of whom were former Ore Gangue members. 

 

So in summary Cliff extends particular thanks to Murray Westgate, Dr. Wardlaw and Canada Post.  
The direction of career path for last 47 years wouldn’t have been remotely the same without you!! 
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Charlie Harper, PhD, PEng, PGeo 

 

Charlie was born and raised in Saskatchewan, and grew up in 
Regina, where he attended Campbell Collegiate. He graduated in 
1971 with a BSc in Geological Engineering, from U of Sask. He 
continued on in grad school at U of S completing an MSc in 
Geology, in 1975. After working for five years with the 
Saskatchewan Geological Survey, Charlie returned to university in 
Jan. 1980 to undertake a doctorate program. In 1983, he obtained 
his PhD in Geology from the Colorado School of Mines; with his 
thesis on “Geology and Uranium Deposits of the Central Part of the 
Carswell Structure, Northern Saskatchewan, Canada”. 

 

Charlie has been a registered professional engineer and 
geoscientist since 1977.  He was inducted into the Saskatchewan 
Geological Society Geoscience Honour Roll in 2011 for his 
significant geoscience contribution to the understanding of 
Saskatchewan geoscience, and contributions to the development of the province's mineral 
resources. In 2015 he was awarded the APEGS Outstanding Achievement Award for his many 
years of geological work in Saskatchewan. 

 

Charlie has over 45 years of extensive experience with geological and mineral exploration projects 
in Canada and abroad. He earned his Ph.D. through his research into the geology of meteorite 
impact areas. With this knowledge, he was able in 2008 to identify a large, previously unknown 
meteorite impact structure at Pasfield Lake in northeastern Saskatchewan.  

 

During his 34-year career as a Project Geologist with the Saskatchewan Geological Survey (SGS), 
he managed geoscience projects ranging from detailed mineral deposit studies to regional scale 
mapping projects. He has mapped over 13,500 square kilometres of Precambrian Shield.  

 

Charlie was also the manager of the SGS Cartography and Publications Section for eight years with 
responsibility for geological and technical editing, supervision of staff and production and printing of 
survey reports and maps.  

 

Charlie has supervised, trained and mentored over 100 geology graduate and undergraduate 
students both in the field and out. He has also sat on numerous thesis and dissertation committees. 
As well, Charlie has authored and co-authored over 100 papers and abstracts published in 
provincial, national and international journals. He has also published numerous geological maps, co-
edited two Saskatchewan Geological Society symposium volumes, and contributed to other 
published materials, including the Saskatchewan Geological Highway Map and the Northern 
Saskatchewan Geoscape poster.   

 

He joined Triex Minerals in 2008 and organized and managed the Regina office. Since 2009, he has 
worked as a geological consultant, providing advice to companies such as Alpha Minerals, Areva, 
Diamonds North, Great Western Minerals Group, Golden Band Resources and Star Minerals.  
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As well as supervising and mentoring university students, Charlie introduced elementary students to 
geology by leading field trips to the Avonlea badlands south of Regina.  

 

He has been involved in sports since high school. He was an avid hockey and football player at the 
University of Saskatchewan and has competed in local runs for charity. He has achieved multiple 
medals in masters swimming, cross country skiing, and sprint kayaking at local, national and world 
competitions. He has also volunteered with the Wascana Racing Canoe Club for over 25 years. 

 

Charlie has an extensive stamp collection started when he was seven and is a member of the local 
stamp club.  

 

He has been married to Marlene for 47 years. They have a daughter who lives with her husband and 
two children currently located in Westfield, New Jersey. 

 

 

 

Courtney Onstad 

 

I was born and raised in Surrey, B.C., moved to Saskatoon in 2013 
and graduated with a BSc. Honours Geology degree in 2018 and 
have started my MSc. under Kevin Ansdell on an orogenic gold 
deposit in Saskatchewan. I was the Secretary for the 2017/18 Ore 
Gangue and I am currently the Graduate Representative. Coming 
to a new school from another province was an intimidating 
prospect, but the Ore Gangue was a group that welcomed me in 
and made my degree experience a great one! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dale Schultz 

Thirty years exploration and mining experience at Echo Bay Lupin 
Mine, Claude Resources Seabee Mine, Battle Mountain Hemlo 
Camp, Battle Mountain Kori Kollo mine, and TVX New Britannia 
mine in Snow Lake Manitoba. Mr. Schultz has provided geological 
consulting services in South and Central America and Asia. Mr 
Schultz is a graduate of the University of Saskatchewan with a 
B.Sc. and M.Sc in Geoscience  
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Gary Linassi  

My first introduction to Geology occurred while standing in the 
registration line at the U of S in September 1979, undecided 
what to register for. I distinctly recall the fellow ahead of me – 
he was dressed in standard geological attire replete with well-
worn hiking boots, a slight tremor (probably from the previous 
night’s activities) and scruffy beard. That was Dave Nordin, 
and after 35 years we are still good friends although the 
beard still alludes him.  He identified himself to the lady at the 
desk as a geophysics student and that sparked my 
interest.  While I explored that option, I was thoroughly 
discouraged by the amount of math involved (at Zoli Hajnal’s 
hand no less!), and explored the geology route almost 
instantly being taken by the subject.  The thing that clinched it 
for me was the Ore Gangue. Having moved from another 
province to attend university, I didn’t know anyone and the 
Ore Gangue was a beacon of welcome, friendship and oh so 
much beer.  As fate would have it, I became Dave Nordin’s 
VP and eventually went on to become the 50th president of 
the Ore Gangue.  Of all of my life’s accomplishments, I am most proud of that one.  That number 
has increased roughly in proportion to my waist size and here we are at 85 years and still going 
strong.  Along with a few other dedicated souls (Lynne Meredith put together an amazing year book 
that year)  we gathered a lot of information on the Ore Gangue and preserved what we thought was 
material that could be used one day for a proper accounting of its history.  I’m very pleased to say 
that Tracey (and other contributors) have done a remarkable job.  After working in the mines and 
field for a little while, I explored another career pathway and currently work as a physician in 
Saskatoon.  I won the lottery with my family being happily married with two daughters.  My time in 
the Ore Gangue created lifelong friendships and a sense of belonging to an extraordinary group of 
people.  The people that I grew with and the remarkable professors that influenced our thinking were 
truly a gift.  At times, I feel bad for students from other Colleges who went through university without 
experiencing the Ore Gangue;  they will never know the enduring memories that I cherish so dearly 
and the many wonderful friendships I’ve made.  The magic of the Ore Gangue lies in its history and 
its longevity,  but also in its pivotal role in influencing future generations of geoscientists.  Every past 
Ore Gangue member has had a role to play in this wonderful success story and every future 
member I’m sure will continue to contribute to its greatness. 

   

Gary Linassi 

50th President Ore Gangue Geological Society 
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Gord Beach 

 
Gordon graduated in 1974 and worked in the oil and gas 
business until retiring in 2012. He and his wife Helen live in 
Calgary near their children and grandchildren. He keeps busy 
skiing, bike riding, travelling and doing fine woodworking.  
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Greg Cave 

 

I was born in Moose Jaw along with a few notable Ore 
Ganguers.  My interest in geology was spawned following 
several summer vacations with my parents hiking the 
mountains of Alberta, British Columbia , Idaho and Montana.  
During these trips I met more than one geology professor 
working as a naturalist in the parks.  Discussions with these 
folks stimulated my interest in the profession. 

My university education began at Teachers’ College in 
Regina which I initially attended to become a science and 
history teacher.  I then moved to Saskatoon to continue my 
classes and took a geology class given by Walter Kupsch.  
During one of the classes Walter related in a very loud voice 
“an deese glaciers dey came grinding and crunching down 
da walleys”.   I figured that if a guy can be that passionate 
about his work, it must be a great profession.   I was hooked 
and transferred into geology and graduated with a BSc 
Advanced in 1971.   

The Ore Gangue years were filled with many happy 
memories with the staff and Ore Gangue members.  We played many sports like water polo, broom 
ball, flag football and of course there was our beloved Ore Gangue hockey team.  We had a very 
competitive hockey team and we intimidated many of our opponents, especially those in Commerce 
and Law.  Our games with the engineers were always eventful and often filled with trash talk and 
somewhat rough play……okay fighting.  Typically our games were attended by wives, girlfriends and 
fellow Ore Ganguers.  The opposition seldom had but a few in attendance. After the games 
evidence of the Ore Gangue presence was noted by  the numerous empty bottles of “Apple Jack” in 
the stands of Rutherford Rink.   

My wife Judy (a.k.a. Dootsie ) was deemed an honourary Ore Ganguer as she often participated in 
our activities and frequently provided us with fresh baked cookies which were rapidly devoured 
within seconds of arriving at the Ore Gangue coffee room. 

One of my more memorable Ore Gangue experiences was at Zortman where my dear friend Valary 
was my field partner.  Nothing will erase the memory of Val wearing field boots, short shorts and a 
bikini top on our transits on and about the Butte!   
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Ore Gangue executive elections were a gas each year.  I was honoured to be elected Vice 
President in 1970/71.  My campaign manager came up with the rather crude slogan “Don’t be a 
PR..K - VOTE for CAVE!   Jim Reynolds, Dave Lambden and Val Kennedy were the other members 
of the executive.  We had an awesome  group where most Ore Ganguers were involved in the 
various socials, escapades and of course, the Western Inter-university Geological Conferences…... 
Oh those bus trips!  At our conference held at the Bessborough, participants were confronted by a 
French Canadian gentleman who operated the elevator who chastised us for making too much noise 
after midnight.  He said, “You boys must be quiet.  John G. (Diefenbaker) is here, he’s sleeping on 
dis floor and needs his sleep! “ 

In my final year I was the recipient of the Ore Gangue Memorial Award for Leadership.  Not sure if 
that was really based on leading guys to the Sutherland bar. 

After graduation I joined Pacific Petroleums Ltd and worked as a junior geologist in exploitation and 
exploration “learning the trade”.  At Pacific Pete I sat close to 50 wells and learned the stratigraphy 
of western Canada through a microscope; and the practical aspects of drilling and completion 
techniques.  Further, I participated in exploration field parties in the Arctic and in the Rockies. 

In subsequent years I worked for companies where I had the chance to utilize my prospecting skills; 
and function in exploration management roles conducting due diligence reviews of prospects and 
mentoring younger geologists and geophysicists.  Canterra Energy was a company that was of 
particular importance to me as they strongly supported management and team development. 

From the early 1990s to early 2000s I functioned as a geological consultant conducting regional 
studies and evaluations primarily in western Canada and the US.  I was also contracted to 
undertake international projects in Sicily, Russia, England and South America.  For several years I 
led geological industry field trips to the Rockies.   

I completed my corporate career with Samson Resources as Technical Manager of Geology and 
Geophysics.   Following the sale of Samson in 2006 I chose to retire and spend my winters in Palm 
Springs.   My golf game hasn’t improved much. 

I am currently a Life Member of the Association of Professional Engineers and Geoscientists of 
Alberta; and was formerly actively involved with the Canadian Society of Petroleum Geologists, 
American Association of Petroleum Geologists, Canadian Well Logging Society and the Canadian 
Society of Exploration Geophysicists. 
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Holly Nixon 

 

Holly Nixon is from Earl Grey, SK. She was 
president of the Ore Gangue in 2010-2011. She 
convocated from the U of S in 2015. Holly is 
currently an independent contractor in Northern 
Alberta.   

 

Holly is the designer behind the cover for the 85th 
Concentrates and our wanted ad.  

 

 

Jim Parres 

 

More information is found under the Parres 
Family, this section.  
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John Fedorowich 

 

 

John was born in Moose Jaw, Saskatchewan on May 23, 1957. 
Upon obtaining a B.A from the University of Toronto in 1978, he 
discovered that the Philosophy companies were just not hiring, 
and he went to work for their family-run construction and paving 
company as a heavy equipment operator and transport truck 
driver. In that interval, he made a plan to return to school and 
completed a BSc Geology degree at University of Saskatchewan 
in 1984. John then worked as an Exploration Geologist with 
Granges Exploration AB in the Flin Flon area. This was an 
aggressive Au and Cu mineral exploration company. For the next three years summer mapping 
projects generated targets, and winter drill programs tested them. John got his first underground 
experience at Tartan Lake Gold Mine carrying out mapping sampling and drill supervision duties. 
The underground mapping at Tartan Lake made good use of the structural geology training from U 
of S, and he was eager to learn more on this front.  

Eventually he made a plan to enter Graduate School at U of S to study the controls on gold 
mineralization within shear zones under Dr. Mel Stauffer and Dr. Rob Kerrich, and as a Visiting 
Scholar at Queens University.  John defended his PhD thesis in early 1994, and began consulting 
work on Industry projects, and a Post-Doctoral Fellowship. 

In September 1994 John became Structural Geologist with Falconbridge Ltd. As a specialist, he 
provided structural geology support for all of the underground mines operated by Falconbridge, as 
well as a number of large-scale international projects. 

In 2002 John was asked to take on the role of Structural Geologist and target generator with FNX 
Mining Company in Sudbury.  This eventually led to the role of Chief Mine Geologist at Podolsky 
Mine, a newly discovered high grade Cu-Ni-PGE deposit. He contributed to bringing the deposit into 
production, from the early stage of collaring the shaft, to rapid underground development and drilling 
off the deposit from underground, and final stage of accessing the ore and getting product to the 
mill. 

In 2008 another opportunity brought John back to his structural roots as Senior Structural Geologist 
with Itasca Consulting Canada Inc., a geomechanical consultancy. For the next six years he 
collaborated on and generated a wide variety of international projects for open pit and underground 
mines, in addition to his work on surface exploration target generation projects. 

 In April 2014 John started an independent company, John Fedorowich Structural Geology 
Consulting. The company’s main focus is mapping and structural modelling in order to define and 
predict fault structures that may affect pit wall stability in open pit mines. Current projects involve 
some of the world’s deepest open pit mines. 

John and his wife Sophia have 4 children and live in Sudbury Ontario. Some of his hobbies include 
dad stuff, travelling, barbecuing, and watching comedy movies with his kids. 
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Marc Charest  

 

Marc Charest is a retired geology graduate (B. Sc. McGill 1973, M. Sc. Dalhousie 1976), who was 
born and raised in Montreal.  Mr. Charest has worked throughout the Western Canada Sedimentary 
Basin for much of his career, but has also participated in exploration, resource evaluation and 
training programs on the international scene, notably in Libya and Bolivia. During the last years of 
his career, Marc reported on petroleum exploration and development activity and technology, in 
Canada for Canadian Discovery Ltd.’s various subscription products. Marc is happily retired in 
Calgary and enjoys outdoor activities when he is not travelling, enjoying gourmet food or sitting at 
the laptop typing out his biography.  
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Nancy McKellar 

 

I married into the Ore Gangue (Ron McKellar, ’77).  I’ve made 
more trips to Saskatoon than I can count, been to Huskies 
football games (usually on Thanksgiving weekend), helped at 
the Golf Tournament registration for many years and now, have 
delved into some of the history of the Ore Gangue and the “new” 
building (now 32 years old).  I root for the Riders, except when 
they are playing the Stamps. 
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Rob Holben 

 

Hi there, I am Rob Holben.  Let’s start from the beginning, shall we? 

 

I was born in Kindersley, Saskatchewan some time ago and was 
raised on a grain farm north and slightly east of Eston, Saskatchewan 
(in the heart of the Plato Pool of the SW Saskatchewan Viking 
Reservoir).  I grew up driving ancient Ford F150’s of the late 
seventies, and an epic 1979 Oldsmobile Ninety-Eight Regency.  In 
August of 1992, my parents moved me to Saskatoon to start high 
school.  This transition allowed me to live (without parental 
accompaniment) with my two much older brothers who were attending 
university, while my parents tended to the farm.  After high school 
graduation in 1996 from Walter Murray Collegiate Institute, I became 
an apprentice machinist with an internationally renowned farm 

machinery and implement manufacturer based in Saskatoon.  This career path steered my future 
and created the funds to escape to Europe with my high school sweetheart (and now wife of several 
years).  After our trip abroad, I spent many years honing my skills in the machinist trade and became 
an Interprovincial, Red Seal, Journeyperson machinist.   

 

Hard times eventually fell upon the trade and I came to a crossroad, should I attempt to keep 
machining or move on to bigger and better things.  I chose the latter, and in September of 2003, I 
enrolled at the University of Saskatchewan and pursued a Geology degree.  I worked one summer 
with the Department of Geological Sciences in 2005 and a few summers with Cogema / AREVA 
(now Orano).  In January of 2008, I began my first full time geological career with AREVA (now 
Orano) hunting the mythical black beast known as uranium.  I spent the next few years working tent 
camps in the winter and mine sites in the summer.  All of which included the deep dark woods of 
northern Saskatchewan and the nearly 24-hour daylight of Nunavut.  In 2011, I threw caution to the 
wind and started my own oil and gas well site company, Aima Petra Geological Consulting Inc.   

 

My work keeps me busy, but I always make it a priority to share as much time with my wife, Shelley, 
and my son, Ethan, our extended families and of course my closest friends (most of which are Ore 
Gangue Alumni).  My family and I enjoy biking, skiing and travelling, and tend to spend many days in 
the sun in Phoenix, AZ with extended family and of course friends. 
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Ron Miksha 

 

I'm Ron Miksha, a '91 grad of the University of 
Saskatchewan. I was a 'mature' student, graduating at 
36 with an honours BSc in geophysics. That was after 
operating a commercial honey farm for 20 years down 
in Val Marie (south of Swift Current). I even continued to 
run 300 colonies of bees during my four years at school, 
keeping the hives about two hours north of Saskatoon, 
near Big River. One interesting event for me during 
school was diamond exploration! One January, up near 
Candle Lake, Loren Reiger and I  carried 
magnetometers through waist-deep snow and mapped 
a subsurface volcanic throat suspected of containing 
kimberlite. It turned out to be too deep to mine. 
Rats!  From university, I went directly to Imperial for five 
years, then ran (still running) a small seismic processing and mapping company.  I've enjoyed 
everything about geophysics and even wrote a book about the history of the discovery of plate 
tectonics (The Mountain Mystery). Our university was good to me. It was a great experience, even at 
my mature age, and I met really great people.   

 

 

 

 

Scott Matishien 
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Tabetha Stirrett 

 

Ms. Tabetha Stirrett has 20 years of industry experience and joined 
North Rim in 2008 as a senior geologist and business development 
manager. She was part of the ownership and management team of 
all females who bought the company in 2009 and successfully sold it 
to an engineering firm called RESPEC in 2016. 

For the past 20 years she has been working on oil and gas, potash 
and coal projects with a focus on project management, exploration 
targeting, mineral resource estimations, reporting, and due diligence 
reviews. Tabetha has assessed potash properties in many of the 
world’s evaporite basins; from North and South America to Australia 
to Europe and SE Asia. 

Prior to North Rim, she worked in the oil industry, where she 
developed expertise in the interpretation of geophysical logs and 

managed a busy wireline shop. She uses this skill set to interpret well-known and relatively 
underexplored evaporite basins. She loves to share this knowledge with the industry and has also 
developed wireline-interpretation courses for potash companies as well as industry short courses 
and student-training seminars. Ms. Stirrett was a director and the past-president of Women in Mining 
Canada and was with the organization for 6 years.  She also was one of the founding members of 
WIM/WiN Saskatchewan. 
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Anthony (Tony) Andrew Joseph Cadrin 

 

Attended the University of Saskatchewan from 1980
-1991.  Graduated with Bachelors of Science, Major 
in geology in 1985 and Doctor of Philosophy, 
Geology, Major in Geochemistry in 1992. 

Member of Ore Gangue from 1982-till the day I die. 
Served on the Ore Gangue executive committee as 
Sports Director from 1983-84 and President from 
1984-85.  Volunteered on Ore Gangue alumni 
Committee from 2014-2018. Attended most Ore 
Gangue Christmas Socials and more than 10 years 
of the Ore Gangue Golf Tournament. I have worked 
as a petroleum geologist for 27 years and most 
recently have moved to Dubai, UAE to work for an 
Oil and Gas E and P company by the name of 
Arawak. 

 

 

Tracey Jungwirth 

 

I started university only knowing I wanted to have a major in science. Mel Stauffer’s Geology 110 
class changed everything and I soon chose Geology as my major. 

 

Starting in second year, it was the Ore Gangue socialization that 
made me stay in University.  After graduating (1992), and finding no 
geology jobs, I registered for a Masters Program in Metamorphic 
Geology  at the U of C. My field work area was Duval Lake area, north 
of Flin Flon, MB. That summer we  had so many bear incidents, that I 
never went back to work in the field. I started with part-time work at 
Inverness Petroleum with several Ore Ganguers, then I  spent two 
years in Ft. McMurray logging oil sands core. I returned to Calgary 
and have been working at various companies since 1997.  

 

In 2009, I  went back for my GIS degree because I discovered I like 
the data side of the business.  You can find me currently part-time 
consulting work (always looking for more work) or finishing some Ore 
Gangue alumni tasks.  
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Valary Schultz (West) 

 

At seven years old, Valary Hogg’s father gave her a hand lens in the 
midst of a derelict mine muck pile in northern Saskatchewan and 
showed her what gold looked like.  Then he said, “See what you can 
find!” and left her picking through the ore while he did his geologic 
reconnaissance. Fast forward to her first summer in college, when she 
was majoring in English and couldn’t find a summer job.  He hired her 
and took her into the Canadian bush, this time she was camp cook and 
field assistant.  While running lines, which had been cut in the winter, 
the stakes marking the grid had fallen into the brush when the snow 
melted, so her job was to trudge ahead of him looking for stakes every 
100 ft.  She would reset the stake, march another 100 ft and find the 
next one while her father would map any outcrops, and they would 
collect geochemical samples.  At noon they would locate a sunny 
outcrop, light a smudge to keep the black flies at bay, and sit down to a 
lunch of sandwiches and canned peaches.  She looked around at the 

peaceful beauty of the scrub pine bush, and said to herself, “This is the life!”  When she got back to 
university that Fall, she changed her major to geology and never looked back.   

 

Her first job out of college was with Campbell Chibougamau Mines in northern Quebec, Canada in 
1971, and then to Rosario Resources Corp. in Honduras in 1973 as a mining geologist.  Though 
there was no prohibition to effort in Quebec, in Honduras the longstanding superstitions about 
women in mines limited her access to the information she needed.  She was trying to calculate 
reserves extrapolating between stopes, crosscuts, and diamond drill holes, but needed to map 
between her data points to be more accurate.  She would have to ask another geologist to grab 
samples for her in specific locations.  It was a drag for them, a drag for her.  She petitioned her boss 
to facilitate her access to the physical data she needed.  At that time, the mine was not operating on 
Sundays and there was just a skeleton crew.  The Mine Manager allowed her go underground on 
Sunday to sample and record strikes and dips, but only accompanied by one of the Mine Captains.  
Eight weeks later, after each one of the Captains had volunteered a Sunday, there had been no 
accident or loss of life, and, the Captains were increasingly reluctant to give up another of their sole 
days off of the week.  From then on she did both surface and underground mapping with no 
impediment.  She went on to work at other Central American mining projects, several where she 
was the supervising geologist. One of the more exciting aspects for her was following up on “leads” 
which came into their camp when some prospector would bring in a hand sample to see if it was 
valuable.  If it warranted a closer look, she would hop on a mule and head into the jungle with the 
fellow and evaluate the prospect.  Those were the best of times.  

 

But the mining business took a downturn in 1977 about the time the oil business started the big up-
tick in the US.  She interviewed with Tom Mairs in Dallas who worked for Rosario’s oil and gas 
subsidiary, Alamo Petroleum.  He offered to train her in petroleum, saying, “Just bring a sharp 
pencil, because you are going to be on a steep learning curve!”  She did and it was!   

 

She was in shock and awe after having been the only woman in every mining camp for the prior six 
years, there were LOTS of women in the oil patch!  Affirmative Action had paved the way a few 
years ahead of her arrival.   
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On one occasion she was sent out to location for midnight logging run in deep East Texas.  The 
operator, Delta Drilling sent out the prospect originator, also a woman, to witness the logging, and a 
third partner sent out their geologist, Queenie Mungen-Davis. It was a Cotton Valley well with lots of 
pay so when the logs came off the printer the three women started calculating while the guys, 
geologists and engineers alike, settled into the back of the trailer and played cards.  About five in the 
morning they finished up, and all agreed to recommend running pipe.  “So, now, let’s get some 
breakfast!”  and they all headed into the Nacadoches breakfast diner.  They took a couple of tables, 
but the wait staff looked at Queenie and indicated that she would not be served.  Everyone just sat 
there and stared down the staff until Queenie was served along with everyone else.  In a good 
natured blasé manner Queenie remarked, “I never know if I’m being discriminated against because 
I’m a woman, black, or a geologist!”  

 

Earlier that evening a knock on the trailer door brought them to open up to a bride of one of the 
geologists playing cards.  She had never been to a well before and was surprised to see all these 
women in the trailer.  When he got home from that job she said she hadn’t any idea that was his 
working environment and she did not approve of it at all!   

 

Valary experienced the typical baptism of fire with one of her first Drill Stem Tests.  The crew and 
everyone else on the rig knew they were pulling a wet string but didn’t let on to the ‘weevil’.  When 
the pipe unloaded they were all out of range of the spewing muddy water, except her.  Hit her right 
at the waist.  She tried to go down the steps, only to realize too late that now she was wet from head 
to foot!  She also made the not uncommon mistake of rushing through the doghouse to the rig floor 
early in the morning, not realizing it was a shift change and catching all the roughnecks in their 
skivvies as they changed for their tour.  You just close your eyes and keep moving!   

 

As she gained more experience she was often out on locations in West Texas, Louisiana, and 
Oklahoma for extended periods, and was the “company man” meaning in charge.  She was dubbed 
“rabbit” by one crew when she was on one location and suddenly heard the rumble, felt the rig floor 
begin to shake and she knew what was about to happen.  Within seconds she was off the floor and 
down on the ground 100 feet from the rig, watching a fountain of salt water drench the location.  No 
one could wake the toolpusher to get the Blow Out Preventer functioning, he was a noted sound 
sleeper!  Another episode when she was the company man on another well, the off duty driller 
showed up extremely drunk and had a rifle visible in his truck’s gun rack.  She had to run him off…
that was the company man’s responsibility.  She did it, but it was tense for a while, and he really 
didn’t like it.  Several days later one of the engineers driving to the rig had potshots taken at him.  
She was pretty sure she knew who was doing the shooting.  

 

Valary has many fond memories of when she was just learning the well site routine; she would take 
her toddler, Beau, out to a nearby location and set up a play pen in the shade for him while she got 
some practice running samples.  Once when she looked up from her microscope she saw a couple 
of roughnecks over at the play pen playing with her baby!  Ya gotta love it!  

Valary has been in the oil business now for 35 years.  She has been President of the Dallas 
Geological Society, Chair of the AAPG House of Delegates, President of AAPG SW Section, DPA 
President and has received many awards for her contributions.  

 

Valary was born in Regina, Saskatchewan, Canada, and received her B.Sc. – Geology from the 
University of Saskatchewan, Saskatoon, in 1971 
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Important Contributors from the Department 

Please see Prof and Department section for pictures and bios 

 

• Bill Patterson 

• Brian Pratt 

• Joyce McBeth  

• Jim Merriam  

• Kevin Ansdell  

• Mel Stauffer 

• Tim Prokopiuk 
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Additional Contributors (no photos or bios) 

 

• Al Clark 

• Albert Abeleira 

• Angie Bilanski Simpson 

• Barry Mazurkewich 

• Becky Jenner 

• Brian Janser 

• Carey Galeschuk 

• Dave Barlow 

• Dave Nordin 

• Frank Hrdy 

• Gary Billingsley 

• Geoff Koehler  

• Hayden Brown 

• Heather McEwan 

• Jack Park 

• Jeff Boissonneault  

• Jennifer Huys 

• John Pearson 

• Kerry Klassen 

• Kristi Tipton 

• Matt Rees 

• Meridee Fockler 

• Penny Maki Scott 

• Ron McKellar 

• Suzy O’Donnell 

• Verne Hogg 

• Wayne Laturnas 
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The Profs 

 

Here’s the thing about geology and geophysics profs: they are smart, hardworking people who might 
have made a lot more money working in industry than at a university.  But our Earth Sciences 
professors were drawn to research and teaching. That seemed to be their interest and the students 
were the big winners. This short summary celebrates all the professors who stood before students at 
the University of Saskatchewan and affected our lives. 

It is impossible to write a series of biographies detailing the academic lives of our department’s 
professors and to do it in a fair and balanced way. Some of our profs have lengthy CVs while others 
concentrated on teaching and mentoring, resulting in less academic attention – but possibly more 
meaningful results. So, rather than present a series of bios filled only with dates of arrival, tenure, 
and papers published, we will also indulge in memories. What follows includes a glimpse of the 
personalities and activities our University of Saskatchewan professors. This spans almost a hundred 
years. We, of course, have more information and more memories of our profs from more recent 
decades so most readers of this piece will know one or more of these people. Maybe you suffered 
through their midterms and slept through their lectures, too. We hope that this stimulates fond 
memories for you all. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Saskatoon 2016. Coffee with the Profs. Photo from Cliff Herman.  

L to R:  Drs Zoltan Hajnal, Don Gendzwill, Mel Stauffer, Willie Braun, Les Coleman.  
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T
Ansdell K.  1993-present 

Arndt N.T. 1978-1981 

Basinger J.F.  1986-present 

Buatois L.  2004-present 

Braun W.K. 1965-1993 

Burke K.B.S. 1963-1968 

Butler S. 2001-present 

Byers A.R. 1940-1972 

Caldwell W.G.E 1957-1989 

Coleman L.C.  1960-1998 

Delury J.S.  1927-1927 

Edmunds F.H. 1927-1965 

Eglington B.  2014-present 

Forester R.W.  1973-1981 

Fowler C.M.R. 1982-1993 

Gendzwill D.J. 1969-2001 

George G. 2003-present 

Greenough J. 1990-1992 

Hajnal Z. 1969-2001 

Hall D.H. 1959-1962 

Hendry H.E. 1944-1994 

Hendry J.  1995-2018 

Holmden C. 1996-present 

Kerrich R. 1986-2013 

King M.S. 1967-1982 

Kupsch W.O. 1950-1986 

Kyser T.K. 1982-1996 

Langford F.F. 1963-1993 

   

   

   

Lindsay M.  2013-present 

Mángano  G. 2005-present 

Mawdsley J.B. 1929-1961 

McBeth J.  2015-present 

McDonald J.A. 1968-1971 

Merriam J.  1985-present 

Milne D. 1998-2002 

Morozov I. 2002-present 

Mossman D.J.  1971-1983 

Nind T.E.W 1958-1966 

Nisbet E.G. 1982-1993 

Palmer R.F. 1970-1972 

Partin C. 2014-present 

Patterson B.  2002-present 

Pickering I. 2003-present 

Pratt B.  1990-present 

Reeves M.J. 1983-2001 

Renaut R.W.  1984-2015 

Riddell J.E. 1947-1949 

Rostron B. 1995-1998 

Sarjeant W.A.S.  1963-2002 

Shearn R.B. 1955-1958 

Sobering E.A. 1970-1974 

Smith J.R. 1957-1960 

Stauffer M.R.  1966-2005 

Stead D. 1986-1997 

Wardlaw N.C. 1960-1971 

Weir J.D. 1946-1947 

Pan Y. 1993-present 

   

   

Note: present = Spring 2019 when this publication was released.  
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DeLury, Edmunds and Mawdsley 

 

J.S. DeLury   

@ U of S: 1927 

 

The Concentrates special edition Golden Jubilee Book  states 

” in the fall of 1927 Dr. Justin S. DeLury came to the 
University and with Edmunds constituted the first faculty of 
the Department of Geology. Next year Professor DeLury 
went back to the University of Manitoba to take over the 
chairmanship of the Department of Geology there. “ 

 

 

 

 

F.H. Edmunds (1896-1965) 

@ U of S: 1927-1965 

Department Head:  1961-1965 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 J.B. Mawdsley (1894-1964) 

 @ U of S: 1929-1964 

 Department Head:  1929-1961 

 

Photo from UASC,  MG146Kup-
sch__Box59_N13_DeLuvy 
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The Green & White Magazine on 
Mawdsley and Edmunds. From UASC,  
MG146Kupsch__Box59_N13_sec 
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Edmunds, Mawdsley and Byers 

The Awards section has some details on the Mawdsley-Edmunds Scholarship and Byers Prize. 

Further Reading under Appendix G:

• Edmunds_Memorial_from_WIUGC_1965.pdf

• Mawdsley_Memorial_from_WIUGC_1965.pdf

• Memorial to Fredrick Harrison Edmunds by W.O. Kupsch called Kupsch_1965_Geological

Survey of America Bulletin.pdf

• Speech_Byers_Retirement.pdf

Further Reading online: 

• https://albertaonrecord.ca/is-glen-2788

• http://sain.scaa.sk.ca/collections/index.php/j-b-mawdsley-fonds;rad

• https://csegrecorder.com/interviews/view/interview-with-marilyn-mawdsley

• http://sgshome.ca/pub/documents/Awards/Honour_Roll/A%20R%20Byers
%20(2005)%20citation.pdf
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A.R. Byers (1911-1992) 

@ U of S: 1940-1973 

Department Head:  1965-1971 

Quoted from: http://sain.scaa.sk.ca/collections/byers-alfred-

roddick-1911-1992-professor-of-geology 

Alfred Roddick Byers was born on 25 February 1911, in Ste. Agathe des 

Monts, Quebec. He received his B.Sc. (1932), MSc. (1933) and his Ph.D 

(1935) from McGill. Prior to joining the University of Saskatchewan in 1940, 

he was employed as a geological consultant. He was made Full Professor 

in 1957 and Head of the Dept. of Geological Sciences in 1965. He also 

served as acting director of the Institute for Northern Studies in 1964. Pro-

fessor Byers retired from the University in 1972.  
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Byers 

A speech of thanks to Alfred Roddick Byers delivered April 7, 1972 by W.O. Kupsch. Full PDF is 
found under Appendix G.  
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Kupsch 

W.O. Kupsch (1919-2003) 

@ U of S: 1950-1986

The Students nominated Dr. Kupsch for Master Teacher award. The first two pages are shown here 
and the full nomination is found under Appendix G.
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Kupsch 

 

From Green and White magazine found in Archives. 
UASC, MG146Kupsch__Box59_N13_sec_Page_187 

 

 

Right: Labelled Picture from Ore Gangue Box in 
basement of Geological Sciences 
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Kupsch 

Further Reading under Appendix G:

• Master Teacher Nomination. File called: Mas-

ter_Teacher_Award_Kupsch_1985.PDF

• Caldwell dedication called kupschwo.obi.pdf

• UASC, MG146Kupsch__Box59_N13_sec_Page_029 A.P.O.A.

article

• Newspaper articles under Appendix B: Other Publications

Further Reading online:   

https://sgshome.ca/awards/walter-kupsch-award- 

https://library.usask.ca/archives/campus-history/honorary-

degrees.php?id=451&view=detail&keyword=&campuses= 

Department 
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W.G.E. Caldwell (1932- ) 

@ U of S: 1957-1989 

Department Head: 1971-1988 

W. G. E. Caldwell was born In Millport, Isle of Cumbrae, 
Scotland in 1932.  He received his PhD from the University of 
Scotland in 1957.  Known as Glen or amicably nicknamed 
“Weegie” (behind his back), he was a professor of 
paleontology at the University of Saskatchewan from 1957 to 
1988 and served as Department Head from 1971  to 1998.  Dr. 
Caldwell was widely respected for his paleontological research. 
As well, he initiated a curriculum at U of S that integrated 
paleobiology, geophysics and geochemistry.  He was 
department chair for and led much of the long fight to get the 
new geology building actually built, opening finally in 
September 1986.  However, what many of his former students 
may not realize is that Dr. Caldwell was an excellent writer. 
This is evidenced by the many memos, letters, and newspaper 
articles he wrote in support of the new building.  He was 
always diplomatic and did not allow his strongest feelings to 
alienate those from whom he needed approval and/or money 
to move forward.  But a careful reader could detect a bit of 
humour and sarcasm in some of his comments on less than 
rational decisions by the “powers that be”.  Many of his 
witticisms could make the reader laugh out loud.   The best 
example would be his comment upon learning that the 
geophysicists and microbiologists were being moved to trailers 
in a parking lot, disrupting all their work was, “perhaps the new 
association will spawn a joint research investigation of seismic 
reflections from surfaces of Upper Devonian ostracod 
carapaces.”  Thank you, Dr. Caldwell. 

Further Reading under Appendix G:

• Glen Caldwell FULL CV (REVISED) TO 2012

Further Reading online: 

• https://www.uwo.ca/earth/people/emeritus/caldwell.html

• http://www.nrcresearchpress.com/doi/10.1139/e00-096#.W2isFtJKiUk

• https://library.usask.ca/archives/campus-history/honorary-degrees.php?

id=457&view=detail&keyword=&campuses=0

• https://pubs.geoscienceworld.org/cjes/article-abstract/38/2/121/53347/w-g-e-caldwell-b-sc-ph-d-

glasgow-d-sc-sask-f-r-s-c?redirectedFrom=PDF
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Weir, Riddell, Shearn, Smith, Nind and Hall 

 

 

J.D. Weir 1946-1947 J.E. Riddell 1947-1949 

J.R. Smith 1957-1960 T.E.W. Nind 1958-1966 D.H. Hall 1959-1962 

R.B. Shearn 1955-1958 
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Wardlaw 

 

N.C. Wardlaw  

@ U of S: 1960-1971 

Left picture: full story under Zortman 
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Les Coleman 

@ U of S: 1960-1995 

 

I tend to like everyone I meet so it’s easy for me to recreate 
fond memories of our professors. I will start with Dr Les 
Coleman because almost everyone in geology and geophysics 
during the 1960s through 1980s had to endure Coleman’s 
Mineralogy and Crystallography. Dr Coleman’s expertise was 
igneous and he is a world-class expert. He earned his PhD at 
Princeton (’55) where Harry Hess, one of the discoverers of 
plate tectonics, was a mentor. Les Coleman saw the 
explanation of plate tectonics (seafloor spreading) first-hand as 
it was being developed. I mention this to place Dr Coleman’s 
expansive years in earth science in context. By the time I met 
him in 1989, Dr Coleman’s main interest seemed to be getting 
thick-headed undergrads to grasp a bit about the microscopic 
world of rocks. He was relentless and unforgiving in his labs. 
So, students worked hour after hour, squinting into the scopes 
and “crossing the nichols”.  

The rigour of Coleman’s signature course is easily illustrative with this bit of historical data: In 1982, 
not long before the new geology building opened, space for students was in short supply in the old 
building but 90 students (Yes, 90!) were enrolled in second-year geology. Horribly overcrowded and 
short on instructors, the university could not handle the number. An unsigned document from the 
time said, 

“. . . Accordingly, only sixty students will be admitted to the second-year course in 
crystallography and mineralogy in 1982-83, and the holding of a credit for this course, or co-
enrollment in it, will guide admission to other second-year courses. Members of the 
department believe these steps will be in the best interests of good academic standards and 
supplying the marketplace with well-qualified graduates.”  

In other words, sign up for Coleman’s class and pass it or you aren’t going any further! And that was 
one of the ways the department could ensure good-quality graduates. 

Crystals and minerals was tough, but I found out that I wasn’t the only student who began to see thin
-sliced basalt when I closed my eyes in the evening. Coleman’s mineralogy lab was intense, 
especially for me – I’m totally red-green colour-blind. I’m also not so good at memorizing images. To 
pass the course, a student had to pass the lab final. I barely made it. I don’t know if Dr Coleman took 
pity on me – maybe I should have failed. This brings up a revealing thing about Les Coleman. He 
had a very caring interest in his students.  
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Les Coleman  

 

 

I’ll honestly admit that I was intimidated by Dr Coleman. In lecture and lab he could be gruff and 
direct – that’s because he expected the best from his students. But here’s the kicker. He knew that I 
was an older student with two little kids. And other than Mineralogy, I was doing pretty well in the 
department. Les Coleman sought out scholarships and grants for me and, at one point, tracked me 
down a hall, running after me, “Miksha, Miksha! I want you to fill out this application and get it back 
to me tomorrow.” He helped me tremendously.  

Besides teaching and research at the university, Dr Coleman had spent months at a time in the hard 
rock  northeast of Saskatoon. In 1962, he reported to the Concentrates, “Our three month’s work in 
the field [near Amisk (Beaver) Lake, east-central Saskatchewan] indicate that the choice of area 
made last spring could not have been better. I have not previously encountered such good 
exposures of so complex and interesting geological features in any other place that I have worked in 
Canada. Mapping at a scale of 1” = 500’, it is possible to spend time on everything that is of 
particular interest...”  

His research papers included an analysis of the Catherwood meteorite (complete with X-ray 
diffraction studies) and extensive geology and geochemistry reports of the Hanson Lake area. Les 
Coleman and B.T. Robertson also found and named the new mineral Nahpoite, an almost opaque 
white mineral occurring in phosphate nodules among certain ironstone found in the Yukon.  

Years after I finished university, I learned that Les Coleman was active in staging Saskatoon’s 
annual jazz festival, raising funds, and serving on the board. A few years ago, Dr Coleman was 
filmed on a boat off Haida Gwaii, giving a very touching soliloquy about life, history, and the 
environment.  (You can find the clip on YouTube)  At home, his family had a pet named Guyot, an 
odd name until you remember that the guyot is a type of seamount – a formation named by Les 
Coleman’s Harvard mentor and colleague, Harry Hess.  

 

By Ron Miksha 

 

 

 

 

 

 

From The Concentrates, 1983-1984  
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Mel Stauffer 

@ U of S: 1966-2005 

 

*In the Beginning: 4:00 am, July 16, 1937. 

*Grade School: Vulcan AB and Didsbury AB.   

*High School: Didsbury AB: Graduated 1954. Worked part time for 3 years while in High  

       School, first as a butcher’s assistant and then as a grocery stock boy. Played saxophone in the  

       high-school band; and played right wing with the high-school hockey team.  

*Worked a year before university; Office Boy for Royalite Oil (now extinct), then as a gravel-truck          

        driver building the Banff-Jasper Highway, then as a pipeline labourer. Played right-wing with the  

        Didsbury Ramblers (Central Alberta Hockey League). 

*University of Alberta; (first year in Calgary (1956-57); B.Sc. (hons) (1960), Geology. 

*University of Alberta; M.Sc. (1961), Geology (Structure/Tectonics); TA in first-year course. 

*Summer work: Landscape gardener (1957); GSC (1958)(NWT);  Shell Oil (1959) (Liard  

        Plateau); International Nickel (1960 & 61) (NWT) (co-discovered a gold deposit that became the  

        Lupine Mine).  

*Australian National University; PhD (1964), Structural Geology; TA for 3 years in first-year and  

        Structural Geology courses. 

*University of Alberta; Special Lecturer (Sabbatical Replacement) (1964). 

*University of British Columbia; Post Doc (part of 1965) (left to come to the U of S).  

*University of Saskatchewan. I Began as an Assistant Professor (1965) (my first and only  

        permanent job; disappointing because my plan had been to be a right winger on the Toronto  

        Maple Leafs); Associate Professor (1970); Professor (1975); Department Head (1995&96);  

        Professor Emeritus (2005-present).  As part of my duties I have taught first-year courses every year  

        (and still do), structural geology courses every year (except one) up until 2015, global tectonics  

        about 25 times and Field Camp (at both Zortman and Flin Flon) a total of 42 times.  Also, I have  

        supervised 12 graduate students, authored and co-authored 54 papers, and edited 2 books (one  

        co-edited). 

*While at the U of S I have been involved with a number of professional organizations including,  

        especially, the Geological Association of Canada (GAC) for whom I have been a Counselor, Vice- 

        President, and President of both the Precambrian Division and the Structural Geology & Tectonics  

        Division.   I was also a main member of the local organizing committees for both SASKATOON  

        1973 and 1986 Annual Conferences sponsored jointly by the GAC and the Mineralogical  

        Association of Canada, and was General Chairman of the organizing committee for SASKTOON  

        2002.  For all this I was awarded a “Distinguished Service Award” in 2003 by the GAC. 

*Also I have consulted briefly with 6 different companies, most notably with Denison Mines, Hudson  

        Bay Exploration and Development, and Davies Ward Phillips & Vineberg LLP. 

*Finally, I have given over 40 public talks about geology (and meteorites) to non-university     

        organizations and service clubs.  And I have been very pleased to have been asked by the Ore  

        Gangue to give the formal speech at their graduating dinner on 3 separate occasions. 
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Mel Stauffer  

 

I first met Dr Mel Stauffer at the US-Canada border. My 
Saskatchewan farm was in the grasslands, near Val Marie, a few 
kilometres north of the USA. In the early 1980s, before I sold my 
honey farm and started university, I was trucking a load of 
equipment north from Montana when I stopped my rig beside a 
van of scraggly hippies at the customs house.  They were also 
coming back into Canada. I asked the hippie in charge, some guy 
named 'Mel', what was going on and he said that they were just 
heading back to Saskatoon after looking at rocks in Montana. 
That sounded cool to me. It was a wild, rough-looking bunch. 
They were coming back from the Zortman field school. Of course, 
the same Mel taught my structural geology class a few years later 
when I showed up at the U of S myself. 

 

Zortman field school is indelibly linked to Mel Stauffer. It began as 
an extended weekend field trip in 1962. After Mel joined the 
university three years later, it morphed from field trip into a 
required credited course for geologists. One could only imagine 
how demanding it was for Mel to control his junior rockhounds while teaching field mapping and 
structural geology.  

 

Mel Stauffer earned his BSc (1960) and MSc (1961) in geology at the University of Alberta, followed 
in 1964 by his PhD from the Australian National University, specializing in structural geology. The 
next year, he arrived at the University of Saskatchewan. He has been working and teaching there 
since 1965.  His major interests have been rock structures and the geology of the Canadian Shield. 
Along the way, his expertise expanded to include petrology and volcanology. (One of Mel’s lectures 
included a graphic account of what could happen if a geologist is in the path of a pyroclastic flow.) 
This parlayed into a well-regarded acumen in meteorite identification. CTV and newspapers 
interviewed him when fireballs flashed through the Saskatchewan skies or when farmers unearthed 
unusual metallic rocks in their fields. 

 

But it was structural geology that most of his U of S students link to Dr Stauffer. Structural geology 
can be hard for those of us without well-developed spatial perception skills. Mel rendered it 
manageable through his vast collection of slides – pictures of folds, faults, intrusive dykes, 
volcanoes, and humans (for scale) which he’d photographed on his travels.   
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Mel Stauffer  

For me, Dr Mel Stauffer’s talent for mapping and interpreting 
structures is best exemplified by a paper he wrote with Dr Don 
Gendzwill in 1986. At my first job in the oil patch, one of the 
managers passed around the paper by Stauffer and 
Gendzwill. It dealt with fractures and “the midcontinent stress 
field”. It was a detailed examination of the orientation of 7,320 
fractures in Saskatchewan and the northern plains.  They 
concluded that most of those fractures were caused by uplift 
and plate tectonic stresses. This was important for the basin 
analysis team I was on, so I agreed to read and summarize 
the paper. For our exploration group, their summary was vital: 
“The tectonic history of the northern plains is much more 
complicated than mere uplift and erosion with a tectonic stress 
added, but those features are sufficient to explain the 
consistent orientation of fractures that we observed over a 
very large area.” I could hear the professors’ voices in that 
statement, as if I were back in Mel and Don’s classes. And it 
reminded me of the good practical work which flowed from our 
university.   

By Ron Miksha 
Photo labelled: Midwest Lake 1980. 

Full article under Appendix G 
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F.F. Langford& W.K. Braun 

F.F Langford  

@ U of S: 1963-1993 

 

 

 

 

 

W.K. Braun  

@ U of S: 1965-1993 

1971. From Gary Billingsley 

From The Concentrates, 1984-

1985 

796 May 2019



 

 
Department 

Professors 1960s, 1970s and 1980s 

F.F. Lanford& W.K. Braun 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

From The Triceratops.  
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W.K. Braun 

 

Dr. Braun passed away as we were finishing this document. The selected following 
quotes are from various students collected on the Alumni Facebook or emails.  

“So sad... was one of the best teachers during my undergrad years. “ 

“Great teacher, really made micropaleontology and palynology interesting. “ 

“ I loved him as a Prof. He was one of the reasons I went into geology. He was showing us 
all the places he had been and things he had seen. He will he missed.“ 

“Sad day,  he taught me my very first GEO 101 class, he was by far the number one teacher 
we ever had!! “ 

His infectious enthusiasm, sense of humor and his chuckle, will never be forgotten by Ore 
Ganguers in general, those who had the good fortune of student years during the Willi 
Braun era at the U of S.  

Wonderful man and great professor.....  

“He was a very well respected man. “ 

“Damn. Nice guy.” 

“I always loved his teaching style. Sad to hear.” 
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W.K. Braun 

“Those from the Ore Gangue will remember Dr. Braun with fond memories.  He was enthusias-
tic and entertaining in his classes.  I was privileged to have him as an advisor for my last 
year. “ - Turk  (Garnet Turcotte ‘72) 

 “That is sad news.  Always enjoyed his classes and his enthusiasm for geology”. - Charlie Har-
per, Harper Geological Consulting & Exploration ’73 & ‘75 

 “I took an option, when I was in engineering, in geology. The first lecture was Willi Braun's 
lecture on the Earth. He went from "The Big Bang" to present day in two hours! I was enrap-
tured, captivated, it was the thing for me! The next year I switched to geology and though I 
didn't have an extremely long career in geology, it was NOT regretted!! I will never forget 
those classes. Willi, I will miss you. A Great man.“ - Gord Mueller ‘73 

 “Darn Fine guy; first met Willi when we both were working for Shell Oil out of Edmonton, cir-
ca 1961.  His hallmark is certainly his enthusiasm and upbeat outlook…. And yes, sense of hu-
mour.  RIP Willi.” - Bill Kaufmann – circa ’59 

 “I never took a class from Dr. Braun but he did supervise part of my Zortman trip and mark 
my report and I knew him from around the department. My opinion of Dr. Braun was positive 
and he appeared to be a friendly sort with whom I would probably have enjoyed taking a class 
from had I been bent towards the soft rock way of life.  Please find a couple stories  involving 
Zortman and Dr. Braun attached as a word doc which you can share as you see fit.” 

Cheers, Allan (AJ) Willy - circa ‘72  Note: Stories under Appendix G 

Further Reading online: 

• http://calgaryherald.remembering.ca/obituary/willi-braun-1072414814

Photo from https://artsandscience.usask.ca/
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K. Burke 

@ U of S: 1963-1968 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

M.S. King 

@ U of S: 1967-1982 

 

 

 

 

 

Photo from the Concentrates, 1980-1981 

Photo from the Concentrates, 1962-1963. 
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Note: No pictures found for 

the following professors: 

 

McDonald 1968-1971 

Palmer  1970-1972  

Sobering 1970-1974  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1968 and 1969 Graduate Book 

listing faculty members during 

these years. 
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Richard Forester 

@ U of S: 1973-1981 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

David Mossman 

@ U of S: 1971-1983 

David Mossman 1971-1983 

Richard Forester  1973-1981 

Left photos found in Geological 

Sciences basement. Right 

photos from the Concentrates, 

1980-1981. 
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Nick Arndt 

@ U of S: 1978-1981 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Emylyn Koster 

@ U of S: ? 

Nick Arndt 1978-1981 

Left photos found in Geological 

Sciences basement. Right 

photos from the Concentrates, 

1979-1980. 
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Don Gendzwill  

@ U of S: 1969-2001 

 

Don Gendzwill by Ron Miksha 

 

Don Gendzwill is one of those practical, hands-on people whom 
you would want with you on a trip to the moon, just in case 
something went wrong. He liked geophysics, he said, because 
he could spend some time working outdoors and because the 
science is so interesting.  He loved tinkering with equipment and 
once told a reporter that one reason Saskatchewan geophysics 
grads do well is because “many have farm backgrounds and we 
think this gives them an advantage because they know how to 
do things and work with equipment.”  

When Don Gendzwill began teaching and conducting research 
at the U of S, he had already developed a strong reputation as a 
geophysicist. His BSc was in Engineering Physics while his 
geophysics MSc (completed in just one year) involved induced polarization. That led to five years of 
hardrock exploration for Cominco in Saskatchewan. He moved to Saskatoon to work for the 
Saskatchewan Research Council. At that point, he enrolled part-time in grad studies at the U of S, 
completing his PhD while holding down a full-time job at the research council. This wrapped up in 
1969 when, in his 30s, the university offered Dr Gendzwill a teaching position.  He stayed at our 
school for decades, moving to emeritus status in 1999.  

During thirty years of teaching, Don Gendzwill helped build the U of S geophysics program. With Zoli 
Hajnal, he developed the geophysics field school in the 1970s. It was hands-on practical experience 
for those of us who were heading into a geophysics career. And it was fun. We used dynamite. We 
recorded seismic records. We also learned surveying (2 cm accuracy over a 6-mile grid - without 
lasers!), and acquisition skills in magnetics, gravity, and electrical methods. The two-week field 
school was our window to the real-world application of geophysics which we’d use in our careers. It 
was also a great lure that attracted geophysical students to our school from across Canada and 
around the world. Partly due to the quality courses offered at the university, the geophysics 
department soon had more students enrolled than could be easily accommodated.  

Some of Dr Gendzwill’s friends called him Doctor Don. We enjoyed asking Doctor Don science 
questions because he had great ideas and sometimes gave us a choice between a long answer and 
a short answer. His long answers could be real gems. In one exchange, someone asked if seismic 
signals could be recorded anywhere – from swamp to lava crust. He told us how it’s done, with 
modifications, and the professor kept giving examples until a few minutes later when he asked, 
“How’d we get on Mars? We’re supposed to be talking about well logs.” His science discursions 
were more interesting than our normal classroom fare. That’s probably because of Don’s wide 
knowledge and keen interest in almost everything. 
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Don Gendzwill  

His range of interests are evident when 
we consider some of Dr Gendzwill’s 
groundbreaking science. Much of his work 
involved potash. In the 70s and 80s, 
Gendzwill was one of only a handful of 
scientists in the world who really 
understood the physics of potash mines. 
That was critically important because 
potash mining is a billion-dollar business 
in Saskatchewan.  Potash mines are 
highly susceptible to water inflows which 
can dissolve the potash salts, cause 
collapse, and threaten the lives of miners 
in minutes.  Gendzwill pioneered 
geophysical techniques to reduce water 
risks and in 1986, he conducted the first 
ever seismic 3-D survey for potash.  With Arnfinn Prugger, Gendzwill developed a program to 
calculate earthquake source locations, leading to a system used to monitor mines with potential rock 
burst problems. 

Don Gendzwill settled into life at the University of Saskatchewan over fifty years ago. He enjoyed 
traveling – for work and pleasure – but Saskatoon quickly became his home. He and his wife have 
four children living nearby. When not visiting children and grandchildren, Don might be found 
tinkering with equipment or reading a good history book, his favourite genre.   

By Ron Miksha 

Further Reading online:  

https://csegrecorder.com/interviews/view/interview-with-don 
-gendzwill

Further Reading under Appendix A:

Gendzwill_1991_ AppA_History_Geophysics U of S 30 

years located in Appendix A 

From The Concentrates, 1983-1984 
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Zoltan Hajnal  

@ U of S: 1969-2001 

 

In 1969, when Dr Don Gendzwill was hired to teach geophysics 
at the University of Saskatchewan, one of his few conditions 
was that a second geophysics prof be hired as soon as 
possible. The department invited Dr Zoltan Hajnal to fill that 
role. It was a great choice. Hajnal had the right range of 
experiences for the growing department. He had worked in the 
oil patch for several years before earning his PhD in Manitoba, 
in 1970.  

Hajnal and Gendzwill started the first geophysical field school in 
Canada, giving their students two weeks of hands-on data 
acquisition experience followed by months spent processing the 
data which they had collected. Zoli, as Zoltan Hajnal is usually 
called, taught seismology and seismic interpretation. He 
became a leading expert at hard rock seismic interpretation and 
deep crustal seismic studies. This led to a key role on the 
Lithoprobe Project, one of Canada’s most ambitious research 
projects on the nature of the Earth. Lithoprobe was a twenty 
year study (1984-2005) of the evolution of the Earth’s crust. It 
included some of the longest and deepest seismic transects 
ever recorded and used some of the largest explosions ever to 
create the deep signals.  

Many of us remember Zoli as a kind but demanding professor. He would urge us to think deeply 
and, especially, be persistent while solving difficult seismic puzzles. He didn’t want us, in 1991, to 
fall victim to the “20-second Generation” which he described as the tendency to give up if we 
couldn’t figure something out in twenty seconds. I think of that anecdote from time to time and I 
worry that our latest group of students, with access to Google and smart phones, may be becoming 
a “2-second Generation.”  

In 2013, Dr Hajnal won the prestigious J. Tuzo Wilson award, named for the founder of the 
Canadian Geophysical Union and one of the architects of plate tectonics theory.  The Tuzo is the 
most esteemed recognition in geophysics in Canada. Hajnal was honoured for his years of 
dedicated teaching as well as his research.  

As a young man, Dr Hajnal’s education had been cut short in 1956 while he was in his third year at 
Hungary’s University of Sopron. At the time, Hungary was occupied by Russia. Students and 
workers revolted against the Russians, but they were no match against the communist tanks. Like 
tens of thousands of others at the time, Hajnal left his homeland and settled in Canada. It wasn’t 
until 1960 that he was able to complete his interrupted degree when he was awarded his geological 
engineering BE from the University of Saskatchewan. He spent his entire career in western Canada, 
but years later, after communism ended in Hungary, his colleagues there elected him to the 
prestigious Hungarian Academy of Sciences (2001). 

 

By Ron Miksha 
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Zoltan Hajnal 

Further Reading under Appendix A: 

Gendzwill_1991_ AppA_History_Geophysics U of S 30 

years located in Appendix A 

Photo labelled: Midwest Lake 1980. 

From The Concentrates, 1983-1984 
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H.E. Hendry (1944-1994) 

@ U of S: 1971-1994 

Department Head:  1988-1994 

During my time at the University, Dr. Hugh Hendry was the department head.  My memory of him 
was during the Chico Hot Springs night during the Zortman Field School, in 1989, us  Ore Ganguers, 
were doing what we do best—being goofy and drinking in the condo. I looked up the stairwell, and 
there is Dr. Hendry smiling down at all of us  with a beer in his hand. He looked like a wise man 
proud of his kids having a good time! Or else he was just happy to be enjoying his beer on the 
second floor! Of course, many of us students remember him and Dr. Sarjeant in the band called The 
Prairie Higglers during the talent nights. When I was sent a recording of the Prairie Higglers from 
one of the earliest talent nights, I admit I got a bit choked up with emotion. I am very happy this was 
recorded at an Ore Gangue function and will be sent to archives.  

Dr. Coleman wrote a beautiful and thorough  summary on Dr. Hendry’s life. It can be found in full 
under Appendix C. The tribute cassette sold by alumni services also has a wonderful write-up on his 
musical career and is found under the section Talent Night.   

Tracey 

Full article under Appendix C. 
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Zortman 1992. Picture from Brian Pratt 

Zortman 1989. Picture from Tracey Jungwirth.  
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William Sarjeant 

@ U of S: 1963-2002 

Quote from: http://www.scirpus.ca/cap/people/person03.htm

On July 8, 2002, William Sarjeant died in Saskatoon. Bill Sarjeant 

was a geologist, paleontologist, avid book collector, fantasy writer, 

folksinger, Sherlockian scholar, and heritage advocate; he was 66. 

Further Reading online:   

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/William_Sarjeant 

http://folklore.bc.ca/obituary-bill-sarjeant/ 

https://bpsc.library.ualberta.ca/collections/sarjeant-history-of-

science-collection 

https://www2.library.ualberta.ca/2015assets/sarjeant_complete.pdf 

https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/geological-magazine/article/bibliography-for-historians-of-

geology/D8F19F1AE69AA8EC7B4AFA3F9C722BEB 

https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/10420940390265140—write-up on his life. 

https://www.geolsoc.org.uk/About/History/Obituaries-2001-onwards/Obituaries-2002/William-

Antony-Swithin-Bill-Sarjeant-1935-2002 

The CLS Sheds Light on the Past ->https://artsandscience.usask.ca/news/pdf/

A-Smagazine_winter2011.pdf

Pictures from Becky Jenner, 2002 

810 May 2019

https://artsandscience.usask.ca/news/pdf/A-Smagazine_winter2011.pdf


 

 
Department 

Professors 1960s, 1970s and 1980s 

William Sarjeant 

 

SARJEANT - William Antony Swithin, D.Sc., F.R.S.C. 

 

Family and friends mourn the passing on 8th July 2002 of William "Bill" Antony Swithin Sarjeant, 
geologist, paleontologist, avid book collector, fantasy writer, folksinger, Sherlockian scholar, and 
heritage advocate. 

Bill is survived by his loving wife, Margaret "Peggy"; his devoted daughters, Nicola (Peter Ryan), 
Rachel (Neil Sarjeant-Jenkins) and Juliet (Michael McKague); his grandsons Tristan and Rowan 
Sarjeant-Jenkins; his aunt, Winifred Llewellyn, and cousins, Cynthia and Trevor, of England; and 
long-time friend David Spalding of Pender Island. He was predeceased by his parents, Harold and 
Margaret (née Cantrell) Sarjeant, and his uncle, Reginald Llewellyn. 

Bill was born on 15th July 1935 in Sheffield, England and married Peggy in April 1966. Following a 
career as an academic geologist at Nottingham University, he and his family immigrated to Canada 
in April 1972, where he took up a position as Professor of Geology at the University of 
Saskatchewan, a position he held until his passing. His research work focused on the study of 
marine microfossils and on the history of the earth sciences, fields in which he was widely published 
and professionally recognized. In later years he expanded his field of studies to include that of fossil 
footprints. In 1995 he was proud to be elected to the Fellowship of the Royal Society of Canada. Bill 
was devoted to his students and supported them at every opportunity. 

Non-academic writing was also a big part of Bill's life. His interest in detective fiction and Sherlockian 
studies led to the publication of numerous articles in that field and to the co-authorship with Alan 
Bradley of Ms Holmes of Baker Street. Under the name of Antony Swithin, he wrote a fantasy 
quartet entitled The Perilous Quest for Lyonesse; he continued to write other novels in the series up 
to the time of his death. 

Traditional folk music was a passion. Bill performed with the local folk group, "The Prairie Higglers", 
and sang from his repertoire of British folk songs with great gusto. 

Bill will be remembered in the larger Saskatoon community for his work in heritage preservation. 
Through his tireless advocacy the City set up its Special Committee for the Identification and Listing 
of Historic Buildings in 1974, which he chaired from 1974-1979. He co-authored, with Bill Delainey 
and John Duerkop, Saskatoon: a Century in Pictures in 1982. His major contribution to the 
preservation of Saskatoon's history, however, has been in the editorship of the Saskatoon Heritage 
Society's annual journal, Saskatoon History Review, from 1989 to 2002. 

His other contributions to the community include serving on the boards of the Saskatoon 
Environmental Society, the Saskatoon Nature Society, Nature Saskatchewan, the Saskatchewan 
Archives Board, SaskCulture, the Saskatchewan Heritage Advisory Board and the Canadian Folk 
Music Society. 

The family would like to thank Bill's physicians, the Palliative Care Team and the nursing staff at the 
5000 ward at the Royal University Hospital for their compassionate care. 

The funeral service will be held at St. John's Anglican Cathedral, Saskatoon, on Monday, July 15th 
at 1:30 pm. In lieu of flowers, charitable donations may be made to the William A.S. Sarjeant 
Memorial Fund, University Advancement, 223 – 117 Science Place, University of Saskatchewan, 
Saskatoon, SK, S7N 5C8. Arrangements have been entrusted to Saskatoon Funeral Home (244-
5577) 
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Kurt Kyser 

@ U of S: 1982-1996 

 

Many Ore Ganguers will of course remember Professor 

Kyser (Kurt) and his time as a Faculty member of the 

Geology Department at U of S (1981-1995).  Sadly, Kurt 

left us, much much too soon, on August 29th, 2017.  And 

pardon the cliché, but at least he died doing some of the 

things he loved: teaching and mentoring another crop of 

eager young students at a Queen’s field school in 

Bermuda. 

So, where do I begin?  I am not exactly sure when I first 

encountered Kurt, but I do recall that he taught me at 

least part of 3rd year Petrology?  Little did I know at the 

time that that would not be the last time Kurt taught me, 

as just a few years later I would become one of his 

graduate students.  Those were to become times of 

great change in the Department, when Kurt and his 

small band of grad students went from a tiny lab stuffed 

into a back “broom closet” in the Engineering building, to 

a brand new state-of-the-art facility he designed in the 

new Geology Building, eventually to be complete with dedicated technicians and researchers such 

as his long-time partner and wife, April. 

The new lab soon became a real hive of activity, often running almost 24/7 as a dozen or so “lab-

rats” laboured over the humming extraction lines and mass spectrometers, carefully teasing out 

ground-breaking isotopic data for their theses or one of Kurt’s many research projects.  Although it 

was stressful and demanding work, Kurt always brought his particular brand of humour and a hearty 

laugh, and he made sure for example (at least in summer), we went out at lunch-time for some 

much-needed fresh air and sunshine on the softball field.  Oh, those were the days! 

Kurt’s impact in the Department went well beyond the lab, where for example he helped bring more 

geochemistry into the curriculum with a specific undergraduate class on the subject, and also 

influenced our “tried-and-true” field schools by partially redesigning the 3rd year Zortman trip to 

include components of other significant North American geology such as Yellowstone (and of course 

the nearby hot springs!).  His reputation as a world-class geochemist also brought to the Department 

additional “profile” and of course much-needed research funding. 

He was always generous with his time too, spending long hours on campus, supervising and 

mentoring his students with a well-balanced approach - pointing us towards the path, but not leading 

us all the way down it.  And although he expected a lot of his students, he was also generous in so  

From The Concentrates, 1982-1983. 
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Kurt Kyser 

many other ways, like inviting us out to group dinners if a “Geo-VIP” was in town, or some other 

celebration was in order.  Truthfully, it didn’t seem to take much of an excuse!  Often this was at the 

local Greek restaurant, with a few bottles of his favourite Retsina.  A wine or a cleaning fluid, you 

decide!  

Both he and April were also so generous with their hospitality, often inviting us over for a hot-tub 

soak, or putting up travelling grad students at their home.  We gladly rolled up our sleeves and 

vainly tried to pay back some of that generosity when a big project came across his desk, like editing 

a short course volume, or a large batch of samples came into the lab that needed to be run “PDQ”. 

It is sometimes very fortuitous where life takes you: I actually became one of Kurt’s students almost 

by accident, when my initial thesis supervisor at SRC quit geology to become a chiropractor.  Yes I 

have that effect! However, Kurt quickly and kindly agreed to take me under his wing, without 

hesitation.  It turned out to be a very fortunate event for me, as under Kurt’s mentoring and teaching 

my understanding of economic geology was completely transformed.  For me, it was a completely 

new way of thinking about mineral deposits, not just a pile of facts like host lithologies and sulphide 

species, but how and why deposits formed by tracing the fluids that formed them.  For this I am truly 

thankful, as are legions of his other students, on a broad spectrum of geological and geochemical 

research topics, who all benefited so much from Kurt’s able guidance, and just his “huge bleeping 

monster brain”, sheez.  Many of his former students at U of S (and Queen’s) have of course gone on 

to become well-known teachers and researchers, explorers and extractors, all “captains of industry”, 

and all part of Kurt’s amazing legacy. 

But I will always remember his laugh… 

By Matt Rees (B.Sc. 1983, M.Sc. 1992) 

Further reading online: 

http://www.queensu.ca/geol/remembering-dr-

kurt-kyser-0 

Further Reading under Appendix G: 

Remembering Kurt Kyser.pdf 

From The Concentrates, 1984-1985 and 1986-1987 
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Jim Basinger 

@ U of S: 1986-present 

Department Head:  1996-2003 

The article and hockey picture were part of the files 

found in the Geological Sciences Building basement.  
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Robin Renaut 

@ U of S: 1984-present 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Malcolm Reeves 

@ U of S: 1983-2001 

 

 

 

 

Doug Stead 

@ U of S: 1986-1997 

From The Concentrates, 1987-

1988 and 1990-1991. 

Left from The 
Concentrates, 1988-1989. 

Right from The 
Concentrates, 1982-1983. 

Left from The Concentrates,  1986-
1987. 

Right from The Concentrates, 1990-
1991. 
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Jim Merriam 

@ U of S: 1985-present 

Department Head:  2010-2015 

 

When I was hired in 1985 a human resources person advised me 
my retirement would be July 31, 2017. That seemed so far away 
at the time, but here it is 2018 and I'm still at it, at least for now. 

 

When my wife and I visited Saskatoon for my interview I had not 
much expectation of being hired because I did not really fit the 
advertisement very well. My research up to that time had  been 
global geophysics (earth and ocean tides, the rotation of the 
earth) and the advertised position was applied geophysics. 
However, Saskatoon and the University made a very positive 
impression on us  so  we were delighted when I was hired. When I arrived, I was still working on the 
global dynamics. I kept at that for a few more years, even doing some work on the rotational 
dynamics of the Earth's inner core and Mars when I got involved with the Canadian 
Superconducting Gravimeter Installation 1990-2003. For the last ten years I have been working on 
induced polarization, which I remembered as a mystery from my student days and I promised myself 
then that I would return to it one day to see if I could figure it out.   I think I have made some 
progress and now induced polarization will probably see me through to retirement.   

 

I have taught all the geophysics classes except seismology. I liked teaching all of them, but 
especially enjoyed the geophysics field school, which I have only missed twice in thirty three years. I 
have also really liked the  electromagnetics class and more recently the introductory geophysics 
class for geologists.  I even attended Zortman twice. At Zortman, I introduced a GPS technique to 
replace the Abney level. I might make that a cell phone app before I retire.  GPS also revealed  an 
error (500 m over a 1.5 km distance) in the topo map of the Zortman area. 

 

Jim Merriam  

Dr . Merriam. Left: Found in Ore Gangue Files. Right: from Becky Jenner, 2002 
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Jim Merriam 

In his “Physics of the Earth” class, Dr Jim Merriam once filled three 
blackboards with equations that developed harmonic motion using 
homogeneous differential equations constrained by boundary conditions. 
He did this to prove some fundamental facts about seismic wave motion 
through the Earth, but the young professor might as well have been 
smearing butter on slate. His fifteen disciples looked at each other as we 
mouthed the 1991 equivalent of “WTF?”  Meanwhile, chalk was colouring 
the blackboard at the front of the room while Jim’s beautiful equations 
appeared. Dr Merriam undoubtedly has a brilliant mind for theoretical 
geophysics. But in real life, he was a duck hunter. And a darn good 
hockey player. 
 
 We’ll get to ducks and hockey in a moment. But first, back to the 
blackboard. Jim’s equations looked Greek to us, but Jim walked us 
through it. He was a good teacher. I especially enjoyed the earth physics 
course. Between my third and fourth years, Dr Merriam helped me secure 
an NSERC grant which allowed me to stay on campus most of the 
summer, learning how to model the effect of atmospheric pressure on superconducting gravimeters. 
These gravity meters are so sensitive that every change in weather added noise to deep-earth 
gravity signals. It turned out that Jim oversaw Canada’s superconducting gravimeters at the time, 
including an iconic one mounted on Precambrian rock just north of Ottawa. Managing super-
sensitive gravity meters was just one of Dr Merriam’s leadership roles. Since his university days, he 
has been an active member of the Canadian Geophysical Union. At the University of Saskatchewan, 
Dr Merriam eventually took the role of department head of geological sciences. 
 
The year that I graduated, Jim ran our Geophysical Field School. For two weeks, he was out every 
day with us, guiding our collection of terrain, seismic, gravity, magnetic, and electrical data. We were 
recording information over a potash salt collapse. This required acquisition of a ten-kilometre 
seismic line and a grid of potential field measurements that nearly covered an entire township. Data 
gathering was in late August. Fourth-year geophysics students then spent  the next eight months 
processing and individually writing convincing reports based on their data. Besides leading our field 
work southeast of Saskatoon, Jim taught the potential fields and electrical methods classes that 
helped us process and interpret our results. 
 
Even though his brain power was intimidating, Jim Merriam and I became friends. We are about the 
same age. We both had young kids. One fall, I invited Jim to visit my second house, up near Big 
River. His family came, and Jim and I went duck hunting. I had an old 12-gauge which would have 
filled a duck with so much lead it would have been inedible. I don’t remember what Jim carried, but I 
do remember walking for hours on farmland that belonged to Serge Jean’s family. (Serge went into 
geophysics and graduated around ’95.) We never saw a duck. Never fired a shot. But it was a great 
experience, out of town, out in the crisp autumn air. 
 
When not teaching, Jim researches electromagnetics, global dynamics, and especially induced 
polarization which is used for mineral exploration and environmental site inspections. Off hours, 
you’ll find him spending time with his family, traveling, or on the ice, a winger for his team. 

 

By Ron Miksha 
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Euan Nisbet 

@ U of S: 1982-1993 

From The Triceratops, June 1988, which can be found under Appendix C. 
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Rob Kerrich 

@ U of S: 1986-2013 

Further reading online: 

• https://artsandscience.usask.ca/news/n/3543/Obituary_Professor_Robert_Kerrich_Geological_Sciences

• http://thestarphoenix.remembering.ca/obituary/robert-kerrich-1948-2013-1066495569
From The Triceratops, June 1988, which can be found under Appendix C. 
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Brian Pratt 

@ U of S: 1990 to present 

Dr. Brian Pratt, is a distinguished professor of Invertebrate Paleontology 
and Sedimentology with the University of Saskatchewan.  Brian obtained 
his undergraduate degree from McMaster University in 1976, followed by 
his master’s degree from Memorial University in Newfoundland.  He then 
went on to successfully defend his Ph. D. from the University of Toronto 
in 1989.  He joined the University of Saskatchewan in 1989 as a 
professor of Paleontology and Sedimentology.  Brian has spent the last 
29 years specializing in stratigraphy, sedimentology and paleontology. 
One area of interest for Brian is Trilobites (not to be confused with T-R-O-U-B-L-E   L-I-G-H-T-S … 
you only make that mistake 12-13 times!).  In 2007, he reconstructed a species through historical 
photos and engravings (which were done in the 1840’s).  The species, Warburgella pratti was 
named in his honor, and is found in Silurian limestones of Anticosti Island, Québec.    Brian is an 
academic through and through, he spends a great deal of time researching, writing and reviewing 
academic papers for several different journal publications.   

Brian also enjoys conducting field schools within the academic realm, and occasionally holds short 
courses and field trips for the petroleum industry.  Brian has led or been a part of many once in a life 
time field courses over his 29 years.  These field schools include Mexico, Texas, New Mexico, Utah 
just to name a few.  He has also lead the infamous Zortman Field school numerous times (my trip 
included).   Brian takes pleasure in watching his students gain knowledge and experience with his 
classes and field trips.  He has also been known in the years gone by to enjoy smoking fine pipe 
tobacco and having a glass of wine while assisting students with different tasks in the “Map Room” 
while in Zortman.  On the flip side he has also been the one man leading “Death Marches” through 
the deserts of Texas and New Mexico.  His dedication to sharing his knowledge has been an 
obvious part of his career, as I have personally seen Brian conduct lectures at ten o’clock in the 
evening on a fire escape of a hotel in southern Utah during a field trip.  Brian has been an influence 
(in some way) on every student he has taught. 

By Rob Holben, P. Geol. 

Further reading online: 

https://artsandscience.usask.ca/profile/

BPratt#/profile 

Dr. B. Pratt instilling knowledge in the field - Zortman 2005 
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Brian Pratt 

Prof. Brian Pratt, a brief biographical sketch 
(December 2018) 

 

I was born and raised in the bosom of the 
Niagara Escarpment. Gamboling along the 
Bruce Trail and camping trips every summer 
around Ontario and beyond certainly piqued 
my childhood curiosity about pretty rocks, 
minerals and fossils, but by the end of high 
school I intended to major in biology. Touring 
the McMaster University open-house with my 
dad, however, a chance meeting with 
renowned geochemistry professor Denis 
Shaw, who was a family acquaintance, 
convinced me to take the introductory 
geology course as an elective. Predictably, 

as Ore Ganguesters know, I was seduced 
in short order: it was all so new and 

fascinating and fun. That summer I worked for Jim Kramer who was a pioneering environmental 
geochemist, and the next summer I worked for the leading karst expert, Derek Ford, in the field near the 
South Nahanni River. In my third summer I was the field assistant and dive buddy for three graduate 
students working on coral reefs and ‘animal–sediment relationships’ in Nova Scotia. One of them, David 
Kobluk, took me under his wing, encouraged my soft-rock interests and insisted that I start collecting and 
reading the scientific literature. In my fourth year I commuted to University of Toronto to take a carbonate 
course from Frank Beales, kind of an unsung hero who singlehandedly got economic geologists to see 
MVT deposits as a diagenetic phenomenon. Robin Bathurst’s Carbonate Sediments and Their 
Diagenesis and Jim Wilson’s Carbonate Facies in Geologic History were my bibles. Despite only 
receiving two A’s to show for it, I got a great education at Mac, enhanced by plenty of field trips, great 
camaraderie, plus getting deeply involved in the caving club which led to long drives to West Virginia and 
adventures in faraway Mexico and Guatemala. I quickly realized that a geologist should take lots of 
photographs—expensive in those film days—and collect lots of samples, in order to document what you 
saw and return to if needed. I still use many of these same pictures and specimens in my teaching. 

 

Graduate school beckoned but I needed to put some money in the bank, and fortunately I got a summer 
job in Calgary. The highlight of that was a month of field work on the Devonian of the Rockies, but hikes 
and CSPG field trips on weekends also added to my store of experience, and cemented my love for the 
mountains. I began my MSc at McGill University to study modern coral reefs, but my research interests 
changed, and I picked up another summer job in Calgary at short notice. On my own dime, I started 
another MSc at Memorial University under Noel James, already an achieved carbonate researcher, who 
turned me loose on the Cambrian and Ordovician of western Newfoundland, sedimentologically virgin 
territory at the time. I decided to focus on the Lower Ordovician, which turned out to be a geological 
bonanza. It was a heady two years, a truly great adventure which is why I recommend grad school if you 
are ready to make the most of it. I eventually published half a dozen papers based on that research. 
More geological lessons: choose to work on interesting rocks, make careful field notes, look at lots of 
thin sections, read widely, as well as learn to write properly, draw good diagrams, learn the essence of 
photography and give well-prepared presentations, not to mention mastering the analytical equipment 
you might use. This should give you the necessary data and confidence to use your imagination and 
challenge received wisdom. And on the way look at as many rocks as you can: it is an old adage that the 
best geologist is the one who has ‘seen’ the most rocks. This is the grand context of your endeavours.  

 

 

Zortman 1992. Picture from Brian Pratt 
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The company that had hired me before I went to MUN paid my second year’s stipend, and when I 
finished my MSc it hired me permanently, placing me in their offshore eastern Canada section. I got to 
work on the Jurassic—still virtually untested even now. In those days most of the geophysics staff had a 
physics background and had little training in geology, yet were tasked with interpreting the huge amount 
of seismic that had been collected on the continental shelf off Nova Scotia and the Grand Banks. 
Consequently I found myself doing in-house geological advising as well. What I really wanted to do was 
drill wells in Alberta. However, eventually I was transferred to the research lab. By then I was becoming 
aware that there were things about geology I personally needed to understand better: fossils and what 
can they tell you about paleoecology, evolution, and earth history. 

 

So I went back to University of Toronto to study Cambrian trilobites under Rolf Ludvigsen, at the time a 
young paleontological firebrand, with a project in the remote Mackenzie Mountains. Even though it 
rained every day for my two field seasons, I made sense of the geology, collected a large number of 
samples, and even stumbled upon a Burgess Shale-type locality by sheer chance. In between the two 
trips north, I had the opportunity to go to Antarctica to study lower Cambrian limestones as a research 
associate at the University of Kansas: how could I say no to that! We were only the second team to visit 
that area, the first being a surveying group in the 1960s. At the end we had to be rescued, but that is 
another story. A couple of years later my supervisor quit his faculty position and I found myself teaching 
undergraduate courses. This was good preparation for when a job came open at U of S and I got hired. 
That was in 1989. If it weren’t for Glen Caldwell taking a senior administrative position at the University 
of Western Ontario, I do not know where I would have wound up, as there were no more soft-rock faculty 
openings in Canadian universities for the next half a dozen years or more. 

 

Nearly 30 years have gone by. It has been a wonderful adventure, with escapades in remote areas all 
over the world. Undergraduate and graduate students have been a big part of it—all old professors say 
that, but it is true. Some past students might not believe me when I say how much I enjoy the classroom, 
but I do think if you are not really interested in geology you should find another major. Being marooned 
as we are on the bald prairie, my main regret is the obstacles to taking students into the field to show 
them cool geology—I did manage to lead field trips to Drumheller, Utah, and Texas and New Mexico, but 
these have not been enough. At least the campus has some interesting dimension stone—another 
interest that has blossomed over the years. 

 

I encourage everyone to do your best to make time to serve the discipline. This sort of thing is done all 
on a volunteer basis, but it is very rewarding. (Tracey who is putting together this project is an admirable 
example!) I have been active especially with the Geological Society of America and the Geological 
Association of Canada, but I also do a lot of journal editing and reviewing in order to help students and 
colleagues get their papers published and I am quite proud of my reputation in this area. Most of us 
geology professors are also asked to review grant proposals, grad student theses, and tenure and 
promotion cases. If you wondered why your professor was not in the office when you wanted to talk, it 
may well have been because of some task like this. 

 

My own geological bucket list has been filled and fulfilled many times over: new geology, great 
discoveries, amazing travel, firm friendships, and even a few Eureka! moments. I have worked hard and 
published lots of papers on all sorts of subjects. Most seem to have survived the test of time. But there is 
something kind of satisfying when you come up with a novel interpretation that few think is right! 

 

I return frequently to the humble Niagara Escarpment of my youth. It displays some amazing and unique 
sedimentology which I have yet to understand. I always remember my childhood walking along the Bruce 
Trail, and when I go into the quarries I tell them that my dad used to buy stone from them. That kind of 
completes the circle. 
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Ben Rostron 

@ U of S: 1995-1998 

From The Triceratops, Dec. 1994, which can be found under Appendix C. 
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Yuanming Pan 

@ U of S: 1994 to present 

Dr Pan. Picture from Becky Jenner, 2002 

From The Triceratops, Dec. 1994, which can be found under Appendix C. 
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Jim Hendry 

@ U of S: 1995-2018 

Further Reading online: 

https://artsandscience.usask.ca/news/

articles/2322/Lifetime_honours_for_researchers 

From The Triceratops, Dec. 1994, which can be found under Appendix C. 
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Chris Holmden 

@ U of S: 1996-present 

Professor of Geology and McLeod Enhancement Chair 

Chris Holmden joined the Department of Geological Sciences at the 

University of Saskatchewan in 1996. In 2002, he founded the 

Saskatchewan Isotope Laboratory (SIL), which is housed in the 

Department of Geological Sciences. This was made possible with 

funding from the Canadian Foundation for Innovation. The funding 

enabled the building of a state-of-the-art trace metal clean room and 

the acquisition of modern mass spectrometers (IRMS, TIMS and MC

-ICP-MS). With these improvements, SIL researchers enjoy access

to nearly the entire periodic table for isotopic tracer applications in the earth sciences.

Along with his students and collaborators, Chris has made new tracer development an integral 

component of the research, which is broadly aimed at improving our understanding of the events 

and processes that have shaped the Earth since its origins, as well as the evolutionary history of life 

on Earth. 

Further Reading online:  

http://www.chrisholmden.com/ 
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Kevin Ansdell 

@ U of S: 1993 to present 

Department Head:  2003-2010 

I can write about Kevin’s educational background and career 
highlights, which there are many, but I wanted to write more 
about the man outside of the CV and put some color to the 
quiet, kind and smart man he is. 

I got to know Kevin when I was doing my BSc and he was 
working on his PhD.  Luckily at the time, there were many 
ladies interested in playing both intramural campus soccer and 
city recreational soccer. Kevin, being a British soccer fan, was 
roped into coaching the Ore Gangue ladies team. Kevin was 
surround by ladies who adored him and attempted to do him 
proud on the soccer pitch.  While the soccer team wasn’t very 
good, some members were much worse (me) than others, 
Kevin was always helpful, patient, and positive.  He would 
always have points for improvement for us while we drank beer 
after the game.   

Wait, let’s recap: Kevin liked to hang out with the ladies, 
watching his favorite sport, and then drink beer after the 
games.  Just an example of the smart man Kevin is! 

There are several colors that come to mind when I think of Kevin and past 
Ore Gangue events: 

White:  The horrible mummy costume 
made out of paper towel. Kevin was on 
my team for the O. G curling funspiel 
and our paper towel costume kept 
falling off. We were renamed team 
tampon which caused Kevin to blush 
and giggle while he kept quietly 
drinking his beer. 

Rose pink:  Kevin looked very dashing in his pink house coat while having 
curlers put into his hair for another Ore Gangue curling funspiel. While 
curling wasn’t his favorite sport, the event still had two of the other 
favorites, ladies and beer. 

Coach Kevin in 1990 with Team 
Bendecco - Karla Richard Powell, Cindy 
Swiney, Carmen Thompson, Mayda 
Zaluski, Michele Innes, ?, and Tracey 
Jungwirth. Missing: Ailsa LeMay, Fiona 
LeMay and Angie Simpson Bilanski.  
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Blue:  Last but not least, the color blue comes to mind, not because 

Kevin is a boy but because of his contributions to the infamous Blue 

Goose Stratigraphy chart. While Kevin would like to disown the 

formation, there are many that can verify the creation of the strata 

(The Ansdellite). From stories told, it was a quiet eruption. 

It doesn’t come as a surprise to me that Kevin gets high ratings as a 
professor at the University due to his kind heart, great personality 
and generous spirit. This is what all of us saw in him back in our 
university days and loved being around him. So next time you have 
a yard of beer (or several yards) with Kevin and talk about tales 
from the past, ask Kevin about his lost pants.  After enough beer, he 
just might tell you about it. 

By Angie Bilanski Simpson 

Note: It was thanks to Kevin, the alumni had a 70th and 75th Reunion. He is very much active with 

the 85th as well. His encouragement has helped us make sure the Ore Gangue interaction 

continues between the students and the alumni.  

Kevin recently has been very helpful to Judah Tyerman and his Sesula Mineral and Gem Museum: 

https://news.usask.ca/articles/colleges/2018/u-of-s-helps-out-young-rock-collectors.php 

Further reading online:  

http://www.northrim.ca/our-team/kevin-ansdell 

https://kansdell.weebly.com/ 

https://thestarphoenix.com/news/local-news/u-of-s-helps-out-teen-whos-rock-and-gem-museum-was

-burglarized
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Professors hired 2000s 

Sam Butler 

@ U of S: 2001 to present 

Department Head:  2015-present 

I have been at the U. of S. since 2001 after 

completing my PhD at the University of To-

ronto. I work primarily on computer simula-

tions of Earth processes. These processes 

include thermal convection in Earth’s man-

tle and Earth’s long term evolution, flows in 

compacting and reactive porous media and spinning liquid fluid drops as they pertain to tektite evo-

lution. I am also interested in simulating processes using geometries from images including deter-

mining macroscopic rock properties from simulations (the field of digital rock properties). I also carry 

out research related to electromagnetic techniques in applied geophysics. 
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Igor Morozov 

@ U of S: 2002 to present 

Quoted from: http://seisweb.usask.ca/ibm/index.html 

Igor B. Morozov 

Positions 

• Department of Geological Sciences, University of Saskatchewan, Saskatoon, SK, Professor
(started in 2002)

• Department of Earth Science, Rice University, Houston, TX, Research Associate, Lecturer (1999
-2001)

• Department of Geology and Geophysics, University of Wyoming, Laramie, WY, Research Asso-
ciate (1992-2002)

• Institute of Physics of the Earth, Russian Academy of Sciences, Moscow, Russia, Senior Re-
search Associate (1989-1994)

• Research Institute of the Ministry of Electronic Industry, Moscow, Russia, Senior Research Asso-
ciate (1985-1989)

Education 

• Ph. D. in Theoretical and Mathematical Physics, 1985; Moscow State University, Moscow, Rus-
sia

• M. Sc. in Physics, with distinction., 1982; Moscow State University Moscow, Russia
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Ingrid Pickering 

@ U of S: 2003 to present 

Quoted from: https://artsandscience.usask.ca/news/articles/2605/

Ingrid Pickering, Canada Research Chair in Molecular 
Environmental Science and professor in the geological sciences 
department in the College of Arts and Science.  

Ingrid Pickering is recognized as one of Canada’s most innovative and influential 
molecular environmental scientists and synchrotron X-ray researchers. Her pioneering work in 
synchrotron techniques has led to highly cited findings on the effect of heavy metals on the 
environment and human health. Her research on arsenic and selenium, which sometimes 
cancel each other’s toxicities, has potential for treating more than 100 million people worldwide 
who are poisoned by arsenic in drinking water, especially in Bangladesh. 

Pickering was appointed board chair of the Canada Foundation for Innovation in June 2018—
the first woman to hold the post. 

Further Reading online:   

https://research-groups.usask.ca/pickering/ 

https://artsandscience.usask.ca/profile/IPickering#/profile 
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Graham George 

@ U of S: 2003 to present 

Graham Neil George, professor at University of Saskatchewan, wins the 2018 Farrel W. Lytle 

Award. (Graham George)  

Further Reading online: 

https://www6.slac.stanford.edu/news/2018-09-11-graham-george-receives-lytle-award-contributions-

x-ray-absorption-spectroscopy.aspx 

https://artsandscience.usask.ca/news/articles/2613/

Professor_Graham_George_honoured_for_contributions_to_synchr 
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Bill Patterson 

@ U of S: 2002 to present 

Rumour has it Dr. Patterson chose University of Saskatchewan 
because it had a fun and active student organization. Whether that is 
true or not, we don’t know. But we do believe that Ore Gangue is very 
fun and very active! The students speak fondly of Bill who is the 
Director of the  Saskatchewan Isotope Laboratory.  

Quoted from: http://www.nabohome.org/meetings/glthec_background/
patterson.pdf 

Patterson is an isotope biogeochemist and director of the 
Saskatchewan Isotope Laboratory, with field experience on all seven continents, and in many of the 
World’s marine and lacustrine environments. Patterson’s research interests include global carbon 
cycling, fish behavior, bat ecology, penguin ecology, woolly mammoth ecology, tree physiology, 
meteorology, climate change, evolution and extinction, marine and freshwater chemistry, 
archaeology, anthropology, history, cave environments, etc. His work is conducted in Arctic/
Antarctic, alpine, desert, tropical rain and cloud forests, temperate and maritime environments. He 
has appeared in documentaries on the interpretation of the Bible, agriculture, climate change, fish 
evolution and behavior, bird behavior, trees physiology, bat ecology, and Viking history. Patterson 
has developed robotic microsampling devices that are used to extract microgram–sized samples for 
isotopic analyses, and has published over 100 articles in the scientific literature and magazines.  

Further Reading online: 

• https://news.usask.ca/archived_ocn/07-nov-02/16.php

• https://news.usask.ca/archived_ocn/10-mar-12/4.php

• https://news.usask.ca/archived_ocn/03-feb-07/feature03.shtml

• http://www.nabohome.org/meetings/glthec_background/patterson.pdf

• http://geochemistry.usask.ca/bill.html

Further Reading Appendix G: 

• Ore Gangue career presentation Patterson.PDF
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Gabriela Mángano  

@ U of S: 2005 to present 

M. Gabriela Mángano is a Professor at the Depart-

ment of Geological Sciences of the University of

Saskatchewan. First arrived from Argentina in 2004;

she considers herself Saskatoonian by adoption.

Her research focuses on animal-substrate interac-

tions through geologic time. Gabriela is interested in

the intricate intersections between Sedimentology,

Paleontology and Stratigraphy. She has worked on

a wide range of topics across the geologic time

scale from Ediacaran marine trace fossils and the

Cambrian explosion (including the famous Burgess

Shale) to the protracted history of the colonization of

the land and the evolution of insect activities in paleosols. To tackle these complex topics she has

developed a cross-discipline, wide international network of friends and collaborators. She deeply en-

joys both, teaching (undergrad and grad courses) and research. Field work in the summer (walking

on tidal flat muds or hiking in the Rockies) is her favorite time of the year. She is extremely proud of

the energetic U of S “ichnogroup”, which Luis Buatois and herself coordinate. She has edited three

special publications and is the author of many scientific papers (+150) in peer-reviewed international

journals. At present, she is co-editor of Palaios and a member of the Editorial Board of many jour-

nals, including Journal of Paleontology, Palaeo-3, Paleontographica Electronica, and Ameghiniana.

She is member of the Scientific Board of the UNESCO International Geoscience Program (IGCP),

and Treasurer of the International Ichnological Association. Gabriela is the recipient of the 2018 As-

sociation for Women Geoscientist’s Outstanding Educator Award.

Further Reading online:   

https://artsandscience.usask.ca/geology/news/

article.php?articleid=2261 

Top: Alabama Arthrophycus  

Left: Trilobite Beds - Canadian Rockies 
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Luis Buatois 

@ U of S: 2004 to present 

Luis Buatois is a Professor at the University of Saskatchewan 

since 2004. He got his degree in Geology at the University of 

Buenos Aires, obtaining his PhD at the same institution. He 

specializes in ichnology and clastic sedimentology and sequence 

stratigraphy. He has carried out field and subsurface work in 

many different countries, trying to tackle geologic and 

paleobiologic issues at a global scale. He likes doing field work, 

and working with cores and large databases. He enjoys both 

teaching (undergraduate and graduate classes) and research, 

and he considers both as intrinsic to his role as Professor, seeing 

valuable synergies between these two activities. He was 

President of the International Ichnological Association and Vice-President of the International 

Palaeontological Association. He is a member of the editorial board of a number of journals, 

including Scientific Reports, Lethaia, Sedimentary Geology, Marine and Petroleum Geology, Ichnos, 

and Ameghiniana. Luis is a Voting Member of the International Subcommission on Ediacaran 

Stratigraphy (IGCP). He has published five books, edited six special publications, and is the author 

of over 200 scientific papers. He has supervised more than twenty graduate students and 

postdoctoral fellows. 

Fieldwork in Oman 
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Camille Partin 

@ U of S: 2014 to present 

Further Reading online: 

https://artsandscience.usask.ca/news/n/4575/

New_to_US_Camille_Partin 

https://research.usask.ca/our-impact/highlights/images-of-

research/gallery/2016/one-point-nine-billion-years-in-the-

making.php 

Matt Lindsay 

@ U of S 2013 to Present 

Further Reading online:   

http://www.mbjlindsay.ca/group.html 
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Joyce McBeth 

@ U of S: 2015 to present 

I grew up on a farm near Fort St John, BC and I did my 
undergrad at UBC (forgive me :-)).  I am a 
geomicrobiologist; I study how microbes influence 
biogeochemical cycles in natural environments, mine 
wastes, and contaminated sites. I came to Saskatoon to 
work as a research scientist at the Canadian Light Source 
in 2012, and then moved over to Geology in 2015.   My 
teaching duties include supervising graduate and 
undergraduate student projects, upper level classes in 
geomicrobiology, the first year physical geology course 
(including working on open textbook projects for this 
course), and I’ve also assisted with the Zortman and Flin 
Flon trips. 

 

Further Reading online:   

https://research-groups.usask.ca/mcbeth/joyce-mcbeth.php#AboutMe 

https://openpress.usask.ca/geolmanual/front-matter/biographical-information/ 

Bruce Eglington 

@ U of S 2014 to Present; Manager of the Saskatchewan 

Isotope Laboratory from 2002 to 2014. 
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Dr. Fowler 

@ U of S 1982-1993 

In 1991-1992 there was a submission to NSERC Women’s Faculty Awards for Dr. C.M.R. Fowler. 

Several letters of recommendation were written by department professors including, Dr. Coleman, 

Hugh Hendry, Dr. Caldwell and Dr. Braun.  

Further Reading online: 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mary_Fowler 

Picture left from 1990-1991; right from 1982-1983 (The Concentrates) 
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From Gendzwill_1991_ AppA_History_Geophysics U of S 30 years located in Appendix A 
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Dr. Pandit 

@ U of S 19? 

Left, The Concentrates, 1987-1988;  Middle found in Ore Gangue box, year unknown; Right yearbook 
contact sheet, year unknown.  

Next page from Gendzwill_1991_ AppA_History_Geophysics U of S 30 years located in Appendix A 
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Dr. Pandit 
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John Dubets 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

John Greenough  

@ U 

of S 

1990-

1992 

 

 

 

Left: Dr. B. Pratt and Dr. Greenough “de-icing their clothes” taken at Chico Hot Springs during Zortman.  

From The Concentrates 1990-1991.  

Right: Dr. Greenough and John  Gorman at Flin  Flon, Field School Fall of 1989.  

In April 1990, John Dubets wrote a detailed document entitled “The Birth of the Museum of Natural 

Sciences”.  
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Ernie Hawkins 

@ U of S 1944-197? 

1974 March Spring Banquet, Ernie Hawkins, 

thin section Technician received silver Beer 

Stein for 30 years of service to  the Geology 

Dept. Photo from Charlie Harper. 

From Mawdsley_1961_AppA_History_The 

Concentrates Golden Jubilee book found in Appendix A 
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Other Department Staff 

 

Lloyd Litwin  

@U of S 1998-2016 

Geophysics Tech 

 

Electronics Technologist who came to the dept. via 
Electrical Engineering and the Linear Accelerator Lab, now 
known as the Light Source. Serviced or repaired every 
major piece of analytical equipment in Geochem labs at 
least once. Kept all the Geophysics equipment running 
and helped run the annual Geophysics Field School, 
particularly the seismic survey. Provided technical 
assistance and labour on many research seismic surveys 
from the sub arctic diamond play, to potash and uranium 
mines. Was seconded to the Geological Survey of Canada 
for a High Arctic survey through the polar icecap.  

 

It was the best job I ever had and the people were wonderful. I don’t miss working, but miss the 
dept. and its people. 

 

With only 2 years under my belt as a retiree I hunt, fish, travel and trap shoot. We did Italy in May 
2018. In Sept 2018 I placed 3rd in the USA Senior Open Olympic trapshooting championships in 
Texas. We cruise in my 66 Pontiac on nice days. We winter in Mesa Arizona where you don’t have 
to shovel sunshine. The plan is to move to Nova Scotia in 2019. 

 

 

Tim Prokopiuk  

@U of S 1999 - Present 

Graduated B Sc 2000 

Started working in the isotope lab in September 1999 

Started working as senior lab instructor/advisor in 
January 2009 

 

Tim is a Senior Lab Instructor and Advisor in the 

Department of Geological Sciences, University of 

Saskatchewan. He specializes in teaching senior hard 

rock labs, and advises the student body on their 

academic careers and beyond.  

Department 

2008 somewhere near the north pole(s) 

17kg Pentolite cast explosive. 
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Michael B. Cuggy  

@U of S 1999 - Present 

 

 

Michael is a Senior Lab Coordinator and Sessional 
Instructor in the Department of Geological Sciences, 
University of Saskatchewan. He is a palaeontologist, 
specializing In Palaeozoic arthropods. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jim Rosen started about 2003 

Blaine Novakowski started 1987 
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The Lab under Dr. Kyser 

Kurt  Kyser was the supervisor for Stable, Radiogenic, XRD and Microprobe until he and his team 

moved to Queens in Sept 1995.  Throughout those years, there were many different folks that were 

employed and we have tried to capture them here. Anyone we are missing, let us know.  

 

• Kerry Klassen - lab tech stable isotopes 

• Angie Bilanski Simpson - lab tech Radiogenic lab 

• Gerard Zalusky - lab tech Radiogenic lab 

• Cindy Swiney - lab tech Radiogenic lab 

• April Vuletich - Supervisor Radiogenics 

• Dave Pezdaric - Supervisor Stable Isotopes 

• Tom Bonli - Microprobe 

• Randy George - Microprobe 

• Brian Morgan - ICPMS lab tech 

 

 

Other Lab People 

• Ernst Hegner   

• Dinka Besic  
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Department 

From The Concentrates 1980-1981.  
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From The Concentrates 1982-1983.  

Zig 
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Department 

Left from The Concentrates, 1990-

1991. Right from The Concentrates, 

1986-1987. Jeri  was involved with the 

Geology Logan Day, the 1992 Arizona 

trip and first year labs.  

Left: From 
University Archives, 
USAC, 
MG135_Box1_Phot
os_69-70_009 

From The 
Concentrates 
contact sheets.  

Jeri Oliphant - Department 1980 to early 90s 

Bob Fea - Electron Microprobe Department 60s to late 80s  

Dave Pezderic - Mass Spectrometer 

From  The 
Concentrates, 1986-
1987 and  1987-1988 
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From The Concentrates, 1986-1987.  

Angie 
Ngat Mee Pat 

Elaine 

Jack 
Ernst 
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2018-2019 SCHOOL YEAR 
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2018-2019 SCHOOL YEAR 
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Department 

Mrs. Sins (standing) and Joan Anderson. 

Photo from Geology Office or Library, Old 

Engineering Building.  

Mrs. Sins was thanked  in many yearbooks 

for her hard work. She was also 

instrumental in getting the Mawdsley-

Edmunds scholarship money raised 

without them knowing about it.  
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 Above & Below: Michelle Howe (right) and Chantal Strachan-Crossman (left) - key clerical 
staff in the general office who keep the joint running.  Lowermost photos taken Sept, 2016.  
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Fun Stuff 

Ore Gangue Nicknames 

The following is the list of memorable “nicknames” used in the Ore Gangue. The real names have 

not been included for privacy reasons.  

 

• AJ 

• Anvil 

• B2 

• Bear 

• Biff 

• Big Red 

• BJ, which was often shortened to Beej 

• Boozer 

• Bones 

• Boom Boom 

• Bradanna 

• Bug Chick 

• Bull 

• Chipley or Chips 

• Cowboy 

• Cowboy Jay 

• Cougar 

• Fark 

• Gasman 

• GeoJoe 

• G-Ho 

• Goody 

• Granite Ass 

• Grease 

• Hanger 

• Harry Golf Balls 

• Hogans 

• Hooch 

• Horny 

• Hot Lips Hoolihan 
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Ore Gangue Nicknames 

 

 

• Love Goddess 

• Lumpy 

• Midnight 

• Mother 

• Norton Buffalo 

• PA Stud 

• Pumpkin McBrain 

• Radar 

• Regina Jack 

• Retread 

• Rosco 

• Schist or Schistose 

• Scooter 

• Shithead 

• Skippy 

• Squeak 

• Squishy 

• Snakeman 

• Super Grease 

• TA 

• Texas 

• The Beard 

• The Doikas 

• The Shadow 

• The Wind 

• Tonka 

• Turk 

• Unit 

• Yogi  

 

Are there any nicknames we need to add?  
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Artistic Side of the Ore Gangue 

 

 

From The Concentrates, 1979-1980 
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From The Concentrates, 1979-1980 
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From The Concentrates, 1980-1981 
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Artistic Side of the Ore Gangue 

 

From 1979-1980 The Concentrates 

From The Concentrates, 1980-1981 
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Artistic Side of the Ore Gangue 

 

 

From the 1989 Talent Night—appears to have been sung to “King of the Road” by Roger Miller 
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Artistic Side of the Ore Gangue 

 

This is one of the first documents Archives gave to the Ore Gangue Historical Project.  No background 
history available, other than what has been handwritten on the sheet.  “The Ore Gangue Song” 
apparently was written in 1936-37, and sung to the tune “Home on the Range”.  The most popular 
version of the song was the version recorded by Bing Crosby on September 27, 1933 (Wikipedia).  
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Pictures found in Geological Sciences basement 
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Pictures found in Geological Sciences basement 
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Artistic Side of the Ore Gangue 

 

 

Print by Jim Justinuk, 1989. He did a series of these that many of the class mates purchased and currently 
have hanging in their houses.  
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Artistic Side of the Ore Gangue 

Some of the early The Concentrates covers had great cartoons—covers are under The Concentrate 
section.  Inside also had some gems. We have captures a few highlights here.  

From The Concentrates, 1967-1968 
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From The Concentrates, 1967-1968 
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From The Concentrates, 1968-1969 
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From The Concentrates, 1968-1969 
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Clothing and Keepsakes 

 

 

Clothing 

Ore Gangue Hockey Jerseys. Left and Middle: early 1980s, model Dave Nordin.  Right: late 1990s from 

James Olesko.  

Photo from Monica Tocher: Who doesn’t need “rock hammer butt” 
pants  
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Ore Gangue Hockey Jerseys. Top yellow jersey is unknown for year and source. Bottom blue 1970s 

Jersey  from Ron McKellar.  

Left Jersey shown at 2016 Vintage Reunion. Right 
Crest found in basement of Geological Sciences.  
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Clothing 

Early 1980S Ore Gangue Jacket. Donated by Janet 
Larsen.  

Middle - early 1970s Leather Jackets donated by Dave Barlow and Donn Kraynick - both ’72  BSc grads.  
Signed by various alumni to be donated to the department.  Bottom - 1986 Leather jacket donated to the 
University Archives by Joe Dion.  

Early 2000s Ore Gangue Bunny Hug.  
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Some of the early 1990s clothing. Center picture L to R: Carmen Thompson, Tracey Jungwirth & Angie 
Bilanski Simpson. 

Ore Gangue Alumni Golf Tournament in 2016. L-
R: Barry Mazurkewich wearing an Ore Gangue 
Golf Shirt., Charles Brehon, Brent Lacey and Jeff 
Boissonneault. 
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Clothing 

1986 Ore Gangue Rugby Shirts. L-R: Joe 
Dion, Rob Tweidt and Colin Jellicoe.  

Zortman Keg Crew 1977-1978. 

Labelled Zortman Mining Inc, Pegasus Gold. Is 

there a story behind this visor?  

Ore Gangue hat from early 1990s and mid 2000s 
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Top T-Shirt Pictures from Andy William-

son— Circa 2000 drawn by Quinton Johb. 

 

 

Left picture found in Geological Sciences 

basement 
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Clothing 

Beer Mug from late 1980s. Beer Mug from 30th Annual Alumni Xmas Party 

(Calgary).  

Pottery coffee mugs made by Karla Richard Powell.   

Beer mug donated to O.G. from Murray 

Larsen, circa 1962-63 grad.  
Beer mug found in ore Gangue Lounge, 2019 
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Clothing and Keepsakes 

 

 

Ore Gangue ring from late 1980s. Photo from Michele Innes. 

Any other Clothing Pictures?  

Send us the pictures and we will 
send to Archives to capture for the 
100th Edition of the Concentrates.  
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Clothing 

Left from early 1990s. Middle and right T-shirts from late 1990s. 

WIUGC T-shirts.  
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Various T-shirts.  
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The End 

1930's vintage Ore Gangue Crest donated by the Hogg Family. 
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The End 

This Ore Gangue history was created by volunteers with gratitude and 

respect for all the folks mentioned. We are sincerely sorry for any errors, 

omissions, misspelled names, and errant dates or facts. If you discover any 

material which needs to be fixed or amended, please accept our apologies 

and send your concerns to oreganguealumni@gmail.com before the end of 

2019. We will insert corrections into an Addendum document that will be 

sent to Archives.  
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